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Dockweiler
Awards for
Student
Achievement
Presented
Four students have been
awarded the “Tom Dockweiler
Award” recognizing students
who showed the most
improvement during the 200708 school year. The school
board presented students
Mary Moran, Jason Roby,
Destiney Gammon, and
Gerald Butler with the awards
at its August 25th meeting.
The Dockweiler Award is
presented yearly to one
student in each of the
district’s four schools and is
named in honor of Thomas
Dockweiler, a former school
board member who stepped
down from the board in 2007
after nearly 20 years of
service.
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From the Superintendent: District to Embark on
Long-Range Planning Process
District 153 will be starting a new longrange strategic planning process to chart
a course for student learning over the next
five years, and we need your help.
The last time the District undertook this
task was 2003-04. Then, about 70 school
board members, administrators, teachers,
parents, and other community members
contributed to the process.
To ensure a strong strategic plan that
reflects a wide range of viewpoints, the
District once again will be seeking
volunteers from the staff and community
to serve on the strategic planning team.
Won’t you please consider lending your
time and talents to this important effort?
Dr. Dale Mitchell

About the Strategic Planning Process:
Two evening meetings have been
scheduled for December 8 and 17,
6:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m., when team
members will be asked to develop
goals and action plans in the following
focus areas:






School/Family/Community
Connections
Facilities and Finances
Student Achievement
Diversity
Staff Development and
Recruitment

If you’re interested in participating,
please contact Dr. Dale Mitchell
at (708) 799-5661.

School Board Seats New Member
Homewood resident Deb Havighorst is the
newest member of the District #153
School Board. Havighorst fills the seat
left vacant when board member Jackie
Griffith resigned in June to accept a job
with the Illinois Association of School
Boards.
Havighorst was born and raised in
Flossmoor. She and husband, Peter, an
attorney, have lived in Homewood for the
past 14 years. They have two children in
district schools. Havighorst currently
works in the President’s Office at Prairie
State College.
Havighorst has been volunteering in the
schools for many years as a member of
the PTA and PMA, as a participant in last
year’s SEED Parent program and as a
recent board member of the Homewood
Foundation for Educational Excellence.
She also volunteers with the Infant
Welfare Society and South Suburban

Family Shelter.
“I have no doubt that she will follow the
tradition in this district of putting student
learning first,” said School Board
President Shelly Marks

At James Hart (L to R)
Cheryl Kennedy, reading and
math intervention; John Calabrese,
reading
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District 153 Welcomes
New Staff Members

2008 ISAT Scores
Newly-released data from the 2008 Illinois
Standard Achievement Test (ISAT) reinforce the District’s reputation for academic
excellence. District-wide, 86 percent of students are meeting or exceeding state standards in reading, and 88 percent meet or
exceed math standards. In science, about

85 percent meet or exceed state standards.
The graphs below show the percentages of
District 153 students who meet or exceed
state standards in core subjects. Copies of
the district and school report cards can be
found on our website, www.hsd153.org/
academics.
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7th Grade

4th Grade

7th Grade—Science

4th Grade—Science

8th Grade

At Millennium (L to R)

Joia Felice, special education
asst.; Alicia Robinson, special
education asst.; Yesenia Gomez,
special education asst.; Zsetaun
Griffith, special education asst.;
Stephanie Sutton, 6th grade. Not
pictured: Lori Kehoe, special
education asst.
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At Churchill (L to R)

Elissa Essig, 4th grade;
Christina Gierke, music; Tene
Means, 3rd grade; Vicki Nieto,
3rd grade; Carolyn Howard, 1:1
asst.
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5th Grade

At Willow (L to R)

Front: Amy Brecheisen,
kindergarten; Shanna Rocco,
kindergarten; Patricia DeBoer,
1st grade; Summayya Subboh,
kindergarten. Back: Valerie Burr,
speech pathology; Andy Slivka,
art; Harmonie Morris, 2nd grade;
Diane Hultsch-Melone, PreK. Not
pictured: Jennifer Smith, EC/
resource

6th Grade

“Our students continue to
demonstrate high levels of
learning based on our most
recent ISAT results.
Moreover, the results show
three straight years of
improvement for all
students regardless of their
ethnicity or economic
background,” Dr. Dale
Mitchell.
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District Aims to Stop Problem Behavior Before It Starts
In addition to reading, writing and
arithmetic, District 153 students have
been busy learning in a new way their
school’s expectations for student
behavior. The district-wide approach is
based on Positive Behavior Interventions
and Supports (PBIS), which is a datadriven approach to prevent and resolve
behavior issues that arise in school.

Willow School
The Willow Way

Each school has defined an ageappropriate set of expectations (see
sidebar, right) that was explained to
students during the first days of school.
Staff members modeled for students
Science teacher Jill Vagner helps her 7th-graders unravel
what good behavior looks like in different the “human pretzel,” just one of the team building activities
conducted during James Hart’s kick-off of PBIS.
areas of the school, such as in the
hallways, in the lunchroom or on the
playground.
or a classroom party.
Each school has developed a system of
rewards to celebrate student and classroom
displays of expected behaviors. At Willow
School, for example, students earn “Willow
Wows” for good behavior that can be
redeemed for a variety of prizes such as
being line leader for the day or school
supplies. Whole classrooms can be
rewarded with “Willow Certificates” that are
proudly displayed on their classroom doors
and can be redeemed at the teacher’s
discretion for such activities as extra recess

Expectations for
Student Behavior are
Defined, Displayed
and Celebrated
Throughout the
School District

Be Safe
Be Caring
Be Ready

Churchill School
Bulldog Behaviors

Data collection is a key component to PBIS.
Each school has a team of staff who will
meet to review data and plan lessons to reteach behaviors where indicated.
“While we don’t have unusual discipline
problems in our schools, we can always do
better,” said Superintendent Dale Mitchell.
“Our goal with this new approach is to
reduce new cases of problem behavior so
that teachers and administrators can devote
even more time to instruction.”

Be Respectful
Be Responsible
Follow Routines
equals
Good Reputation

Millennium School
3 Be’s

Board Approves New Budget: Deficit Projected
The School Board’s newly-approved 200809 Budget anticipates a budget shortfall of
about $267,000. As adopted, the budget
would continue all district programs with
modest increases or decreases where
appropriate.

last year in its TIF distribution.
Marks said the Board tried to protect those
areas with the most impact on student
learning, such as teacher salaries and
needed facility improvements. She also
said the Board would continue to monitor
the budget closely throughout the year.

“This budget reflects the harsh realities of
today’s economy including increased costs
for salaries, insurance, transportation and
Final numbers for the 2007-08 fiscal year
energy,” said School Board President Shelly were better than originally anticipated. The
Marks.
school district showed a surplus of
$487,000 instead of the $68,000 deficit
Moreover, the Village of Homewood is
predicted at the beginning of the year.
projecting decreased revenues from its Tax Superintendent Dale Mitchell credits the
Increment Financing Districts (TIFs).
unexpected surplus to the district’s policy of
Therefore, the School District will be
using very conservative budgeting and
receiving about $700,000 fewer dollars than revenue projections.

Be Safe
Be Respectful
Be Responsible

James Hart School

Respect Yourself
Respect Your School
Respect Others
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Churchill School Aids NW Indiana Flood Relief Efforts
Churchill School students have
raised nearly $800 to aid with
flood relief in Northwest
Indiana.
The students were motivated to
contribute to the disaster relief
effort when they learned that
the home of gifted education
teacher and Munster resident
Joanne Obszanski had been
damaged by the flood. The
students' donation was made to
the Munster Civic Foundation in
Obszanski's name.

Pasta Palooza Raises
Thousands for District
Education Foundation
Over 500 people attended this year’s
Pasta Palooza on Oct. 18. The event, a
fundraiser for the Homewood
Foundation for Educational Excellence,
featured good food as well as
entertainment from student musical,
drama, dance, and poms groups.

Students from Mrs. Klauppauf’s third-grade class serve
lemonade with a smile to raise money to help flood
victims in Northwest Indiana.

About $150 of the total was
raised via an in-school lemonade
stand operated during snack times by and demand and about being an
entrepreneur while helping a good
Elizabeth Klauppauf's and Nancy
cause," said 3rd-grade teacher
Wood’s 3rd-grade classrooms.
Elizabeth Klauppauf.
"We were studying economics in
class and reading a story about a girl The remainder of the donation was
raised through a school-wide spare
who started a lemonade stand. Our
lemonade stand gave us a chance to change collection spearheaded by the
student council.
learn real-life lessons about supply

“It’s a great testament to just how much
this community supports its children and
schools,” said Erika Holliday, the
Foundation’s President. Holliday said
the Foundation expects to net over
$3,000 in proceeds that will be used to
fund innovative projects in district
classrooms.

The James
Hart Chamber Orchestra performs for
the Pasta
Palooza
crowd.

