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ENOUGH
Student Activism On The Rise
by Sarah Rodriguez ‘18 & Diana Diaz ‘18

13 killed at Columbine. 32 killed at Virginia Tech. 26 killed
at Sandy Hook. 17 killed at Marjory Stoneman Douglas.
When will it end? When will school feel safe again?
Our phones buzzed as the breaking news hit of another
school shooting. February 14, 2018 marked the eighth
school shooting of 2018 and the 239th nationwide school
shooting since Sandy Hook (data from the Gun Violence
Archive). We watched in horror as students our age walked
out of their classrooms with hands up and tears running
down their faces. Parents arriving with fear of the unknown
- is their child alive? Stories of teachers who risked their
lives, who will now be memorialized in death. Politicians
claim they vow to protect, and ensure that this will never
happen again - and yet nothing changes.
Seemingly overnight, Marjory Stoneman Douglas
students David Hogg, Emma Gonzalez, and Cameron
Kasky have become the forefront of a new wave of
student activism. They have become voices of rage that
fuel the fires of change and have ignited a spark in students
across the country.
The students in Parkland are taking immediate action
to ensure that the sounds of the bullets they heard are
something no student has to endure. Just four days after
the shooting, students announced that they planned to
“March for their Lives” on March 24th. Following this
announcement, a GoFundMe campaign to support the
rally was created and raised more than $1.7 million in three
days, in addition to the $2 million in private donations
from celebrities. Soon enough, voices from students in
Parkland began to echo down the halls of politics; on April
21st, various students participated in a CNN Town Hall
meeting that brought them face to face with Senator Marco
Rubio and NRA Spokeswoman Dana Loesch. Students
and parents demanded answers for questions they never
thought they would have to ask.
To keep the ball rolling on student activism, EMPOWER,
the youth branch of the Women’s March, commenced the
idea of a student walk out as both a memorial and protest to
honor the 17 victims of Parkland and to “press lawmakers
to pass stricter gun control laws.”
These nationwide protests have spanned across our
country- including at Molloy. Many students feel as if it
is their civil duty as Americans to step into the world of
politics and have their voices heard. A week prior to the
date of the walkout, a student advisory board meeting
took place to discuss how to carry out this protest in a safe,
organized way, while ensuring that the Stanner voice would
be heard. “It became clear that there was a movement
among youth in America to have a mass demonstration on
the one month anniversary of the shooting and it was also
clear that this was something spreading to youth all over
America and that a good number of students at Molloy
were interested in participating in this. So, we wanted to
honor that desire to have their voices heard, to honor the

idea that the youth of America really can impact the future
one way or another, and we wanted to show students that
we were with them in their quest to become leaders and
stand for things they believe in,” said Principal Penikas.
Unlike the other schools that held walkouts, Molloy
did things slightly different by calling it a “Walk With” to
emphasize that this was NOT a protest against Molloy, but
rather school violence. Therefore the students of Molloy
were walking with those who call to prevent these acts
of violence. Molloy’s Walk With included, teachers and
students reciting the names of the 17 victims, a prayer, a
short speech led by senior Diana Alvarado, and ended with
the junior-senior chorus singing God Bless America. With
sign-ups being held in the week leading up to it, the Walk
With was completely optional for all students to attend at
10am on March 14. “I decided to participate in the walkwith because the idea of holding a memorial for the 17 lives
that were tragically lost was so moving to me. I felt that it
would really be eye opening for people who feel there is no
need for gun reform, and once they went and saw that 17
lives, right around our age, were lost in less than 7 minutes,
maybe they’d understand why this is an issue.” said senior
Hailey Rama.
The students of Molloy continued to stand by victims
of gun violence by attending the national March For
Our Lives protest on March 24, 2018 which was held in
numerous locations, with the main event in Washington
D.C. “I wanted to get my voice heard because the students
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas reminded me that this is
a fight we can and we will win and no matter how many
times we get told by adults to stay silent, we just have
scream louder. Yesterday [March 24, 2018] I marched,
today and every day after I am going to continue to speak
up until change happens, and in November I am voting.”
said senior Nicholas Landecho. Molloy students like Nick
Landecho feel a greater pull to be part of student activism
after the Parkland shooting, hoping that if they are loud
enough, their voices will be heard. “I went to the march
yesterday because so many people, especially children,
have died because of how easy it is for anyone to obtain
a gun. I saw a 5 year old yesterday holding up a sign that
asked, “Will I be next?” That’s not something he or any of
us should be worried about. Action isn’t being taken and
think it is important to make our voices heard.” said senior
Shaminie Manilall who attended the march with fellow
Stanner Gabriella Ramlall.
Not only did Stanners march in New York, but some
trekked all the way to our Nation’s Capital to protest.
Senior Kathryn Bhoorasingh had a close connection to the
Parkland shooting which prompted her to attend the main
protest in D.C. “Two of my younger cousins in Florida
go to the schools and they were in the school when the
shooting happened. I went to the march in D.C because
this just felt a lot more personal to me,” said Kathryn.
Although not all Stanners can agree with the Walk With

or protesting this issue, every student does believe that
change must happen. Senior Kristen Mardenborough
has given out hand made orange ribbons to demonstrate
her part in student activism. Kristen did not believe in
the Walk With or the protests because she believed that
protests would not change laws, yet she still felt the need to
start a conversation on this matter. “I wanted to show my
support for gun control and found that the orange ribbon
was representing the promotion of ending gun violence,
I thought ‘hey this is perfect!’ and thus started to make
them to maybe start a conversation among my friends and
classmates.” said Kristen. In addition, she believes that, “in
order to get the gun control legislation we want, everyone
who’s 18 and over has to get out and vote in November to
elect people who agree with and will promote gun control.
I think it’s very hard to change the minds of people who
are already set in their ways, so people who are protesting
will have a hard time persuading them to change their
minds. It’s our job to elect officials who will represent our
views and also share the beliefs we have about gun control,
but the only way to do that is to take our right to vote
seriously.”
A continuous flow of action has been carried out by
students at the epicenter of the demand for change. There
is an unnerving fear that once America has shed its tears for
victims in Parkland, their attention will shift elsewhere. It
is with this mindset that youth across America has gripped
onto the need for change and has rallied up supporters
across the world. Stanners have seen why there is a need
for change and have stood in solidarity with the students
in Parkland. There are a lot of things that set us apart as
Stanners - creed, belief, disposition - but the Marist values
instilled in us allows us to recognize that this is ENOUGH.

Enough is Enough
by Lauren Klein ‘19
On March 24th, 2018, I
made my way into Manhattan via the Long Island
Railroad. Nervousness filled my body as my legs
shook and fingers fidgeted. Weirdly enough, I wasn’t
worried about the SAT or ACT or any upcoming
tests. I couldn’t help but wonder if i was going to be
the next victim of gun violence. I need to realistically
ask myself what’s stopping someone from walking
into any building with a gun.
At precisely 9am, my best friend and I met on
West 72nd Street, with close to tens of thousands of
others. The March started at noon. We stood there
for three hours; Chanting. Talking. Listening. Waiting
for change, for gun reform, for something to be done.
Passion and optimism filled the air and flowed all the
way down to 44th Street. Scattered around the March
route were legal observers from Moms Demand
Action. They were equipped with postcards ready to

Continued on Page 2

Molloy Locks Down During Drill
On February 14, 2018, tragedy struck Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida
when a student brought a gun into the school and
killed 17 of his peers and wounded 17 more in the
span of six minutes. On February 27th, Molloy
practiced its own lockdown drill, planned prior to
the Parkland tragedy.
The drill consisted of locking all classroom doors,
covering up the doors’ windows, and moving all
students to the corner farthest away from the
entrance. However, for seniors, as the drill took
place during their lunch period, they were asked to
sit in silence in the cafeteria for 2 minutes with all
the doors locked.
With the drill happening less than two weeks after
Parkland, it would be understandable that students
could feel unnerved by the precautions taken by
having the lockdown drill. However, the sad truth
is that many students have become desensitized
to news or drills pertaining to school shootings.
Senior Andrew Vascellaro felt that he was “just
going through the motions and waiting for it to end
so [he] could continue lunch,” while junior Taylor
Garcia-Lawson felt that it was “upsetting to think
that [students] have to worry about these things
when they go to school.”

“Enough is Enough” Continued

be written
to any representative or congress member from any
state, with a message included. By the entrance to
Central Park West, people in bright yellow and orange
shirts spread out with handfuls of paperwork. They
volunteered to help people register to vote, change
party affiliation, and change addresses. Approximately
200,000 people gathered in NYC on March 24th to
publicly show their support.
As I approached 39th street, a woman drove by,
rolled down her windows, and yelled, “You kids don’t
know what you’re talking about!” Everyone around

by Fiona McCaul ’18

While the drill was executed smoothly, some
students felt as if the actions taken weren’t effective
enough to protect them in the event that a shooter
actually enters the building. Vascellaro believes
that the drill “was not particularly effective in that
it really didn’t prepare anyone of the actions to
take in case of a real shooter threat...We just sat in
silence.” Added to that, Garcia-Lawson says that
no one in her class “took it seriously,” but the drill
caused everyone to discuss what they would do in
the event of an actual shooting, with many students
saying they “wouldn’t follow protocol and just run
Photo by Alexis Mejia ‘21.
for their lives.”
About a month after the lockdown drill, a school- against groups like the NRA,” contrary to the “Walk
wide “Walk With” took place on March 24 to show With,” which was “simply thoughts and prayers”
support for the victims of the Parkland shooting. that took place on a day of protest. Vascellaro
All students who participated stood on the track continued to say that he believes that “thoughts
for 17 minutes while the names and ages of the and prayers are very nice to show support for those
victims were read aloud, a rendition of “God grieving,” but that the “Walk With” “turned what
Bless America” from the Junior-Senior chorus was was supposed to be an inherently political event
sung, and a powerful speech was given by senior into a non-political event.”
Diana Alvarado. However, many students chose
Although many people have differing opinions on
not to join the “Walk With” and remained in the the lockdown drill and the “Walk With,” it would
classrooms while it took place. Vascellaro, who be nice to think that at some future date these drills
did not participate, says, “the national walkout was would not be necessary, and that these memorials
supposed to be a call for gun control and a protest didn’t have to happen.

me stopped to listen, shocked and dumbfounded
as this was the first disturbance to the peace we’d
encountered. She continued, “do your job and get
back to school.” To which I yelled back, “Love you!”
Many attendees who were students, the majority,
were criticized for they age, as if that denies them
their voices and opinions. We may be young, or
inexperienced, but we are optimistic and determined.
We have countless ideas, endless possibilities, and an
entire future ahead of us. The man next to us held a
poster that read, “Let the Youth Lead.”
There was something beautifully unifying about

people of all ages shapes and sizes, come together
to support this same cause. The whole event was
immensely emotional. For most of us, it was our
first protest. We were excited to take part in a change
we are passionate about.
I am well aware that this is by no means is the
finish point, this is just the start. Students are
becoming more educated and aware of the political
issues that plague this country, and count the days
till we can vote. We refuse to wait until another mass
shooting occurs. You may be able to put a silencer
on a handgun, but WE will not be silenced.

Fire and Fury: Armed Teachers?

Should teachers be armed with weapons? This is the
question President Trump has sparked controversy
about ever since the Parkland, Florida shooting. The
shooting that left 17 dead has left Americans grieving
and wondering why an act like that was committed.
The weekend following the shooting, Americans
protested the NRA, lawmakers, and Trump, as they
begged for changes in gun laws to avoid more school
shootings and gun violence. People have heavily
criticized the NRA for their lack of involvement or
“engagement” in the conversation about changing gun
laws, but President Trump has responded with his own
idea of arming teachers with weapons in schools as
a solution to prevent school shootings. As you might
expect, the majority of Americans have expressed
their anger and confusion as to why the President
would make such an outlandish remark to try to fix
the real problem with America. That problem is that
our lawmakers and politicians are unwilling to make a
change for the greater good of our country, as they
continue to ignore the opinions of the majority of
Americans and desire for change.
To make progress on Americans’ desire for changes
in gun laws, CNN hosted a town hall which would
become a historic exchange between survivors of a
horrific school shooting and America’s elected leaders.
Students, parents, and faculty of Marjory Stoneman
Douglas attended this event, as they questioned the
leaders and told them that change must happen. Those
leaders included Florida’s two US senators, Republican
Marco Rubio, Democrat Bill Nelson, Congressman
Ted Deutch, road County Sheriff Scott Israel and a
spokesperson for the NRA. Before the event begins,
it was announced that President Trump declined
to attend the event in person or from the White
House. Many believed this showed an unqualified
President showing his carelessness for his own people
and another problem that America faces, which is a
President with no intention of making anything “great
again.” To begin the Town Hall, Ted Deutch stated
2

Opinion by
Sebastian
Germosen ‘20
the nation is enduring about gun violence.”
I think many Americans, not all, would agree with
Br. Patrick and were thinking the same thing when
they saw the President talking and “listening” to the
Parkland survivors. It was an utter disgrace that instead
of introducing a solution for school safety and a plan
to prevent school shootings, President Trump can only
think of giving teachers what has caused this problem,.
Due to his position as US Provincial, my third
question asked him if sees any changes in gun policy
taking place in the near future. He stated, “A State
Representative from our Marist school in Florida
called me to assure me that their Governor was
interested in changing gun laws especially in concern
to greater school safety. I hope so. As a result of all
that has happened in our nation, I support competent,
trained, professional security personnel at our schools
to protect our students.
However, I do not support arming teachers, staff,
administrators. As professionals, their job is to educate
and care for students.”
When asked if he would ever change his decision of
arming teachers due to any circumstances, such as a law
making it mandatory, he was firm in saying: “I do not
believe a law will ever be passed that schools must arm
teachers. I repeat, no guns for Marist teachers in our
schools.” With his responses, Br. Patrick has given me
insight into what the future holds for us: hope that local
politicians can step up and fix the problem Americans
are facing that the White House can’t, which is making
change happen.

that it is too late for talks of getting weapons of war
out of communities and also told Senator Nelson that
“the folks in our community don’t want words, they
don’t want thoughts and prayers, they want action and
we owe it to them.” The evening would continue with
questions surrounding the topic of gun policy, thoughts
and prayers for those who were killed, and a group of
politicians who promise to try to make change happen,
but they probably won’t. In relation to the debacle
of arming teachers, I recently interviewed Br. Patrick
McNamara, the US Provincial of the Marist Brothers,
who is serving his 3rd non-consecutive term in that
position. He recently made a tweet, expressing his
disapproval of the idea of giving teachers a weapon in
schools. He stated, “Give teachers guns? Really? Now
that’s not compassionate listening. No guns for Marist
teachers in our schools. Not now not ever!!!!” I asked
him a few questions regarding his tweet, President
Trump, and his beliefs on a new gun policy. My first
question pertained to Trump’s presidency so far. He
stated, “In his first year, the President seems to maintain
a very chaotic office and often has not addressed and
been sensitive to issues that are Catholic centered. So,
I’m feeling disappointed.” His response raises a valid
point about our President, due to his decisions on not
focusing on religious or domestic problems, but only
on economic problems.
When asked why he made the tweet, Br. Patrick stated,
“When I watched the ‘listening session’ of the President
with the students from Parkland, I was stunned that his
first response was about arming teachers. Immediately,
I tweeted to my Marist family
and friends. I was stunned
THE STANNER
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by Sarah Rodriguez ‘18 & Stephanie Nath ‘18
Swimmer and student Sean Conlon has tested and survived the waters
all four years of high school. Sean’s time in Molloy was mainly impacted
by his swimming career, “I am proud of sticking with swimming all four
years. When I was a freshman I was sure I would not make it and as of
February, I am a Molloy swimming alum.” Through Sean and the team’s
hard work, they were able to defeat Saint Francis Prep, in his sophomore
year, making it an incredibly memorable moment: “It was an extremely
close meet and when the score was announced, the entire team charged
into the pool and cheered. It really showed Molloy school spirit.” Out of
the pool, Sean’s alter ego “Seen Colon” is described as loud, outgoing, Photo by Stephanie Nath ‘18
positive, and definitely “extra.” To complete his high school bucket list,
Sean hopes to visit the secret garden, “I really want to go into that little garden by the theater. I don’t
know why, but since freshman year I have always wanted to go in there. My friend Kelly and I will
definitely be going before we graduate.” Sean will especially miss the dedicated staff here at Molloy once
he leaves. Particularly, Sean names Mr. Sheehan as one of the many teachers who truly love their job:
“He is the embodiment of “Not for school, but for life.”’ In the future, Sean’s warm and impressionable
personality, paired with his memorable experiences at Molloy, will help him as he pursues his future goal
to become a nurse practitioner, saving lives one day at a time (no big deal).
Angela Martinez may be the “illest math genius” in the game, but there’s
way more to this nerd. Coming from a long line of Stanner alumni, Angela
knew right away that Molloy would be a friendly environment for her to
thrive. With her work in I AM Green, Math Club, and Literary Magazine,
Angela may seem to have done it all. However, she admits her greatest
accomplishment was becoming a Peer Group Leader: “There is nothing
like being able to take part in a tradition that has been going for decades
and makes Molloy unique.” Outside of school, Ange enjoys binging TV
shows, photography, and hanging out with her cats. Her interests include
Photo by Stephanie Nath ‘18
STEM and being a science educator to teach young children, as she did
during her internship at the American Museum of Natural History, where she was lucky enough to meet
Neil Degrasse Tyson! As the school year comes to a close, Angela will dearly miss attending the triple headers
and Mr. Penikas telling everyone to follow Molloy on the IG. In addition, she will always remember the very
moment Mr. Chong was crossed during the Senior Faculty Game. Angela’s hard work and determination
will take her far, as she plans to gain a Chemical Engineering Bachelor’s. In ten years, Angela will be pretty
successful as she and her cats look for alternative fuels, “helping the environment one plastic bottle at a time.”

Thank You Nurse Forge!

by Sarah
Rodriguez ‘18

Mrs. Kathy Forgione announced she will retire in June said Ms. Forgione.
after 17 years as the school nurse of Archbishop Molloy
Nurse Forgione has impacted Molloy in a
High School. She is ready to start enjoying life with her number of ways such as starting an annual Blood
retired husband and to move closer to her grandchildren. Drive, working with the guidance counselors, and
Nurse Forgione has been
above all, being a second mother
working at Molloy since
to the students.
2000, but as her 62nd birthday
She started the annual Blood
approaches, she says, “it’s time
Drive in 2001, and she is confident
for me to move on and start
it will continue for years to come.
the next part of life.” Nurse
“Most nurses believe that this is an
Forgione plans to move upstate
important lesson and needed in our
with her husband within the
community,” said Ms. Forgione.
next 2 years in order to be
Nurse Forgione also has worked
closer to her grandchildren.
alongside the Guidance Department
Until then, she says she is
to ensure the students’ well-being
always available and would
with both their physical and mental
love to work part-time.
health. She has been a crucial asset in
Over her 17 years as school
detecting cases of self injury by making
nurse, she has seen her fair
sure the students she sees in her office
share of medical emergencies. Nurse Forgione.
don’t have any infections from cuts, as
Seizures, broken bones, dislocated Photo by Stephanie Nath ‘18 well as being their emotional support. “I
shoulders, cardiac problems with
don’t know what we will do without her. She
staff, stapled fingers, and even with one student who has essentially been our ‘tenth’ guidance counselor,” said
landed in the hospital after swallowing a pen cap, just to guidance chairperson Mr. Dougherty.
name a few. Despite the dramatic situations, she always
Nurse Forgione says the best part of her job has been
remains calm. “Sometimes students come in to my being a mother figure to the Molloy students. Through
office and say, ‘I’m dying!’ and I respond, ‘Yes, we are her work on retreats at Esopus, especially the Senior and
dying a little bit each day from the moment we’re born,” Junior Encounters, she was nicknamed, “Mama Forge”

CAPRICORN: (December 21-January 20): You have a more
practical way at looking at things which will enable you to
get over tough times and make a fresh start for yourself
this month. Appreciate the details and the people around
you and don’t forget to go out and have some fun. On this
month’s last day, there will be a blue moon. The blue moon
will help with career and social prospects so go for new
internship opportunities.
AQUARIUS: (January 20-February 19) Luck is in your favor this
month but in order to reach your goals you have to slow your
roll and prioritize. Things may look uncertain at first but if you
plan ahead everything should work out. On the blue moon this
month, things will feel more peaceful.
PISCES: (February 19-March 21) In this month, you are prone
to showing even more compassion than usual. This is fantastic
but be weary not to let others take advantage of you.
Hopefully, people will take the affection you give to them and
give it right back.
ARIES (March 21-April 20): This is the time to take on any big
challenge you have been putting off lately. Don’t let anyone
waste your time! You aren’t easily discouraged and you should
use that determination to achieve your goals. As an Aries, you
have a strong dynamic personality and in this month your
confidence will reach an all time high and you shouldn’t be
afraid to showcase it.
TAURUS: (April 21-May 21) As spring starts, now is the right
time for you to let go of your worries and relax. Your birth
season marks new beginnings and hope, so let that inspire any
much needed changes in your life. Remember that the stresses
of tests and projects are just temporary and you got this.
GEMINI: (May 22-June 21) Being an air sign, you view actions
as more important than words, but don’t be afraid to stand up
for what you believe in through voicing your opinion. Whether
it’s through an essay, a classroom conversations, or even a
debate, let your unique perspective and passion help other see
what you believe in.
CANCER: (June 22-July 22) The warmer weather coming up
marks a new transition that you can use to your advantage.
The below freezing temperatures and snow days of the winter
served as easy excuses to stay indoors, but now it’s time to
open up more and come out of your shell during the spring.
LEO: (July 23-August 22) With the end of the school year fast
approaching, don’t let discourage your hope for new growth.
You’re best assets are your drive and determination, so make
sure to make these last few months left be full of success and
happiness by achieving your goals. And remember, it’s never
too late to start new ones.
VIRGO: (August 23-September 22) Just because it’s second
semester doesn’t mean it’s time to slack on your school work.
Be sure to stay organized and be willing to adapt new study
habits to improve or maintain your grades. Always be open to
help by asking questions in class, attending extra help sessions,
or forming study groups.
LIBRA: (September 23-October 22) This spring, it is important
for you to learn how to make decisions for yourself without
too much emphasis on other people’s opinions. This will allow
you to take risks and open doors to new opportunities. Join
that club or try out for that team you’ve been interested in for
a while and you’ll be surprised with your capabilities.
SCORPIO: (October 23-November 21) Stop being so harsh on
yourself all the time and worrying about the future. Start living
in the moment and recognizing your achievements, even if
they may seem small. Treat yourself consider going on the final
retreats of the school year.
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22-December 21) You are
known for your creativity and ability to get things done,
so if something is holding you back from expressing your
thoughts, it will be beneficial to face that challenge. Once
you overcome your problems, you will be relieved and have
exciting rewards on the way.

by the students due to her motherly nature.
“She is definitely a second mother to me. On Mother’s
Day last year, I bought her a rose, a card, and a necklace
that said ‘faith’ on it because that’s what she gave me. She
now wears it everyday,” said senior Aaliyah Josey. Senior
Matthew Ventura recalled a special moment when the
nurse told him the importance of never giving up, “She
taught me to ‘let go and let God’ whenever I felt afraid or
worried about something. I will miss her unconditional
love, care, and determination to help students,” he said.
“She’s really going to be missed after retirement,
but after all her hard work, she truly deserves it,”
said senior Shannon Tracy.
3

Teacher Spotlight: Mr. Kilkelly & Ms. Pizzo!
by Linet Jacome ‘18, Sarah Rodriguez ‘18 & Stephanie Nath ‘18. Photos by Stephanie Nath ‘18.

Many of you may
have had him as your
teacher, have taken
refuge in his class during
your free time, heard his
life story on the “Lunch
Table Talk” podcast, or
at least heard his name
being tossed around the
hallways at Molloy. Mr.
Kilkelly,
commonly
referred to as “KK” by
his students and peers,
is arguably one of the most popular teachers at
Molloy. This makes sense given that he has been
teaching at Molloy for 25 years. Before coming to
teach at Molloy, he taught junior high for 3 years in
the Bronx.
At Molloy, KK teaches freshmen, juniors and
seniors making it difficult not to know him. Along
with English, KK teaches Practical Philosophy
and Creative Writing which are senior electives
at Molloy. Outside of class, KK moderates “Lit
Mag”, a club that allows members to publish their
poems, raps and short stories. He also moderates
the Catholic Culture Club, which promotes unity
around Catholicism. On top of that, KK is a
frequent speaker at Esopus retreats and encounters.
Unlike a good handful of teachers, he is not a
Molloy alum. Mr. Kilkelly attended Archbishop
Stepinac and later obtained a Bachelor’s degree in
English from Fordham University. He didn’t always
know what he wanted to do but he knew that he
didn’t want to have a meaningless job or be a slave to
money. After he received his degree, KK considered
becoming a social worker and did Volunteer Corp
where he worked in classrooms with social workers
in Brooklyn for about two years. It was there that

he realized that he didn’t want to be a social worker
but rather a teacher. Eventually, he applied for a
teaching position at Molloy and was interviewed by
none other than Ms. Gannon!
Throughout the years, KK has changed as a teacher,
he says that by now he has learned “what matters,
and what really matters” and that sometimes “you
have to follow the rules and sometimes you have to
aim higher.” KK notes that the greatest moments in
his career occur anytime he sees students apply what
he has taught them to real life. KK’s worst moments
as a teacher consist of catching students cheating.
If he had to teach any subject other than English,
it would be History or Religion because they both
tie in concepts of philosophy. Finally, we asked KK
if he wasn’t a teacher, what would he want to be to
which he answered quite confidently, “a rockstar.”
While this may seem like a far out choice, some
students would argue that he already is one.
Ms. Pizzo has all
the “SINEs” of being
an outstanding teacher
at Molloy. Growing
up, she had spent
her summer days
creating lesson plans
to teach to a class she
envisioned. It was her
ninth grade Algebra
I teacher that gave
her the confidence to
teach such a complex subject. After graduating St.
Francis Prep High School, Ms. Pizzo sought higher
education at Adelphi University, majoring in Math
and eventually gaining her Masters in Secondary
Education. Due to going to Catholic schools all her
life, Ms. Pizzo always knew the type of environment

she would love to teach in. Thankfully 10 years
ago, Ms. Pizzo accepted her first teaching job here
at Molloy, in which she continues to inspire and
leave an impactful mark upon all of her students.
Currently she teaches AP Calc AB/BC and Algebra
2 to juniors and seniors.
Perhaps one reason students are so inspired by Ms.
Pizzo is her ability to connect with them in a fluent,
articulate and amiable way. She agrees that students
are at their highest potential when they are exposed
to various subjects and encourages students to sign
up for more electives. As an educator, Ms. Pizzo
describes her greatest moments as when students
show appreciation; it means a lot to her and makes
her job worthwhile. Besides having exemplary
credentials as a math teacher, Ms. Pizzo is also the
enthusiastic and hardworking moderator of Asian
Club, co-coordinator of National Honor Society, and
a memorable speaker during the Senior Encounters.
She has also been an avid volunteer and coordinator
of the St. Marcellin Champagnat Society (SMCS),
traveling to Lourdes, France for service twice in her
career. She admits that if her heart weren’t set on
teaching, in another life she would truly love to be
a travel agent touring the world, all while teaching
history and trying new foods. She has already
indulged herself in countless cultures over the years,
traveling to countries such as Hong Kong, Greece,
Italy, Spain, Austria, Czech Republic, and France.
However, this dream is temporarily “F.O.I.Led”, as
she prepares for the upcoming arrival of her twins!
One thing that may be surprising to learn about
Ms. Pizzo is the fact that she can drive manual cars.
As a 17 year old, Ms. Pizzo practiced driving on a
stick shift car, before learning on an automatic car.
How many of us can do the same?

CROSSWORD CORNER!
Created by Danielle DePasquale ‘19

Congrats to the Seniors on their Spirit Week victory!
Thanks to Photography Club Members: Elizabeth Duran ‘20, Isabella Falcao ‘20, Isabella
Fazio ‘19, Guitry Germain ‘18, Jolie Lu ‘20, Vassilia Plakas ‘18, Alexis Mejia ‘21, Daniel RamirezMendez ‘20, Nayasha Ramnauth ‘21, Stephanie Szpylka ‘19, Paula Tobar ‘18 & Sarah Quispe ‘19.

CLUES (Answers on Page 5):
Across

Down

2. Marcellin’s tricky surname

1. Won Senior/Faculty
B-Ball game 71-63

4. Power’s puppy pal
5. Uniform brand
8. New entrepreneurial
senior elective
10. Late, memorable Molloy
coach; main gym dedication
name
11. “Home”; retreat center
12. New Insta account
14. When the Broadcasting
Club goes live
15. Spirit Week victors
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2. Stanner Players Spring
Musical April 26-29!
3. Historical change in 2000
5. Lost & Found and TA
Hub
6. Our “Mane” Street
mascot
7. Gym class favorite game
9. OG school name
13. Necessary student ID
accessory

Imitation: The Highest Form of Flattery at the Senior Show

by Angelica Foronda ‘18 & Sven Larsen ‘18
The Senior Showcase took place March 2nd and
3rd and was both written and performed by the Class
of 2018. Parodying typical Molloy life, the show
entitled “The Transfer” recalls the first weeks of a
new senior transfer student who goes through the
everyday struggles of being a student at “Archduke
McCoy”. With tongue-in-cheek characters like “Mrs.
Pennykiss” and “Mr. Mudocco” and a patron saint
of “Markshellin Champagne,” Archduke McCoy
mirrored Molloy while taking time to have some fun
with teasing many of Molloy’s notable traditions
and faculty. When asked if she felt if any of the
jokes were too harsh, lead actress Mykah Absuelo
‘18 said she felt the opposite and that “It gave me
a new perspective on how special our school really
is.” She also commented on how the Senior Show
is special in how involved all Seniors are. Having

performed in the Stanner Players’ plays and musicals
since she was a freshman, Mykah eagerly joined
the cast for the Senior Show and was happy to see
that “A lot of people who don’t usually do theatre
joined which was fun and a bit difficult at times
with complications, but it all worked out and I
gained new friends.”
This year, attendance to the show helped your year
win Spirit Week points, making for a big audience!
Unsurprisingly, the Seniors gained a major head
start, earning over 100 points at the opening show.
The entire script was written by Senior students,
who Mykah said “were brilliant and understanding
of the student populations which helped in getting
a great response from the audience.”
Prior Senior Shows had fun joking about other
well known people and places. Last year’s Seniors

took their own take on parodying a boarding school
named Archduke McCoy and the year before that
the Seniors, being born in 1998, took jabs at the
iconic decade with skits on TV shows and celebrities.
Overall, the Senior Show has always been a fun
opportunity for seniors to leave their final creative
mark on Molloy and get another chance to come
together as Stanners.

Photos by:
Isabella Fazio ‘19 (above)
Jennifer Marry ‘19 (left)
Nayasha Ramnauth ‘21 (right)

The Gift of Life: 2018 Stanner Blood Drive
by Cayla Kumar ‘20

Every 2 seconds someone around the country
needs blood and about 5 million Americans are in
need blood transfusions. The majority of updated
medical care depends on blood transfusions which
makes blood donations so crucial. On March 13th
Molloy held its 18th annual blood drive organized
by our school nurse, Mrs. Forgione. One donation
of blood can save up to three patients lives! In
order to donate you must be 16-75 years old and
weigh 110 pounds. While there are many other
requirements for your eligibility to donate, all blood
types are accepted. Blood type O-positive is the
most common and AB-negative is the rarest.

This year we had 128 people donate and received
over 100 pints of blood. These pints of blood will
be delivered to local hospitals in the Queens and
Long Island. Through the donation process you
are helping to saves hundreds of lives. You never
truly understand the importance of helping those
in need until you’ve be affected first hand. Mrs.
Forgione says, “I hope that each student gives the
gift of life for the rest of their life. You never know
when you or a family member may need blood.”
Next year we hope to have more of the Stanner
community participate.
Students waiting to give blood.
Photo by Mr. Sommo.

To AP, Or Not To AP...That Is The Question!
To many students at Molloy, when they see “AP”
in front of a possible course they could apply for,
they skip right over it. But to others, they take on the
challenge of Advanced Placement courses, which
not only prepare them for college, but can offer
college credit in a variety of colleges. So why do so
many students stay away from taking these courses?
Anyone who has attended a college night at
Molloy knows the famous answer to the question,
“Is it better to take AP classes and get a B, or
take honors classes and get an A?” The answer is
jokingly, “It’s better to take AP classes and get an
A!” This perhaps scares many students who don’t
want to risk their chances of achieving a high GPA.
Many students in New York City have the potential
to do well in tough classes, but instead, they play it
safe, and this does them more harm than good. An
article by Kaplan, a leading test prep company, says,
“... in reality, most colleges would rather see a B in
an AP course. They want to see that you are truly
challenging yourself, but that you are still mastering
the material.” Of course, students are advised that
they should not bite off more than they can chew by
taking more AP classes than they can handle.
The balance between the risks and the rewards
can stress out a student, but if they can commit to
hard work and take on one, two, or even three AP
courses throughout their high school career, they

should definitely go for it. Students often worry
about passing the AP tests themselves. To pass an
AP test, students have to get a 3 or higher, and
although many tier 1 schools only accept 5’s (if they
accept AP scores at all), many tier 2 schools such
as the University of Michigan, Tufts, NYU, and
Boston University, accept 4’s and sometimes even
3’s. Students who don’t do well on their AP tests,
but do well in their AP classes, still have good class
grades on their transcripts, and are not required to
send their test grades to schools. In addition, some
colleges allow the submission of AP scores in place
of SAT/ACT scores.
Taking AP classes can definitely yield more benefits
than not. The national program Lead Higher,
which is part of Equal Opportunity Schools, offers
illuminating data. They have looked at thousands of
students who have scored 2’s (not a qualifying score)
on AP exams and compared them with students who
have received a qualifying score of 3 by examining
their first and fourth year college GPA’s. They found
that their GPA’s are nearly identical. The point here is
that the mere experience of sitting in a college-level
class boosts a student’s ability to handle college-level
classes once they are enrolled in college.
After Spring Break, those taking AP courses all
around the city face “crunch time.” Many teachers
complain that the worst part about teaching AP

by Juliana Giacone ‘19

classes is with the AP tests in May, so many breaks,
and a short school year, it is impossible to cover all of
the material. This is just another factor discouraging
students (who hear from peers who have taken AP
classes about the stress and fast pace of the courses)
from taking AP classes. Many other states start
school in August and end in May, giving their AP
students an extra month to cover curriculum. In
New York City, many public schools offer Saturday
classes in which material is reviewed. At Molloy,
many teachers offer before or after school extra help
to AP students.
Although there should be more efforts to provide a
solid solution that can reassure students that they will
have enough time to be fully prepared, the success of
the student is ultimately up to the student. Students who
take on the challenge of AP classes take on the challenge
of the crunch time as well, and will perhaps have to
study harder than they have ever studied before. But
this is exactly what AP courses are preparing students
for: the rigor of college. So missing that AP extra help
session in the morning because you couldn’t get up is
on you. I argue that many students who worry that they
cannot face the obstacles of an AP course, actually can.
So, circle that AP course on your course request form
starting sophomore year and be prepared to work your
butt off, but also sit back knowing that you have started
to pave a path to a bright future.
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Are Stanners Getting Enough Sleep?
by Sydney Bryant ‘19

When walking the halls, you may often hear Nathan Papadogiannis ‘19 said, “Definitely. A lot of
someone stifle a yawn and say to their friends that the time I end up being so tired and resigned that I
they’re tired or were up late studying. This fatigue just do work to get it done, not really caring about
is undoubtedly something we have all experienced. the quality at times.” Teachers have noticed how the
A high rate of sleep deprivation is a
dishearteningly consistent aspect of
student life everywhere, even at Molloy.
Many Stanners do not get the CDC
recommendation of 8-10 hours of sleep.
Some reported sleeping for as low as 4-5
hours daily during the school week. It’s
common for students to sleep late on
weekends to “make up” for this problem,
which only exacerbates the imbalance.
The younger you are, the more impactful
sleep deprivation can be, which is why
students are extremely susceptible. Though
our study habits greatly improve, each year
brings the expected increase in academic
difficulty which subsequently makes
studying more time consuming. Juniors
especially, feel burdened to show their
Stanners on Pajama Day. Photo Vassilia Plakas ‘18.
academic prowess whilst preparing for
college. Yet, can we really show our full potential, lack of sleep has negatively impacted their pupils.
when working under the deficiencies that our Mr. KilKelly stated “If I see that they’re tired those
schedules create? Decades of research, from the are the students who don’t pay attention in my class.”
So, what can be done? Both the CDC and the
National Sleep Foundation, shows that a lack of
sleep heightens stress and anxiety and undermines National Sleep Foundation support an 8:30am start
bodily functions to the point of lowered productivity. time for all schools, as opposed to Molloy’s current
When asked if a lack of sleep affects his productivity, start time of 8 am. This would probably push back

dismissal to 2:40. While a few Stanners support this
idea, many prefer Molloy’s current schedule, like
Sarah Quispe ‘19 who said, “The last schedule
change was already hard to adjust to. And a later
dismissal would mean staying after school
even later.” Ettiman Kaur ‘19 chose a
different solution and mused “It would
be better if somehow all tests aren’t
on the same day and are spaced out.”
Some teachers take their students’ total
workload into account; others want their
pupil’s full attention on their subject.
However, due to students’ decreased
attentivity, they may not be getting the
desired energetic responsiveness, which
isn’t fair to either party.
Like most conflicts, there is no perfect
solution to this problem. Arguably, the
best course of action is simultaneously
simple yet much harder than you’d think.
You have to set aside the necessary hours
of sleep. School is incredibly important
and so is your health. As proactive and
ambitious students, we aspire to always do our best
work, but we can’t accomplish that on 5 hours of
sleep. Three more hours of rest are usually more
effective than three hours of late night cramming.
Sometimes, we have to take care of ourselves
mentally and physically, and other facets of our lives
will follow suit.

New Courses Planned for Fall 2018
by Sarah Doyle ‘19

The stress that follows making course selections
for the following year has come and gone, with
several new options available to the seniors. Over the
years, new and unique courses have been added to
the curriculum, courtesy of thoughtful suggestions
from students, teachers, or administration. For
example, two years ago, Ms. DeNoto proposed the
Total Fitness and Wellness class, and Ms. Safrey
suggested an English class focused on Literature of
the Immigrant Experience. Both of these classes
have been successful since then, with health and
fitness tips from one and an immersion into the past
and an opportunity to learn about how our ancestors
arrived here in another.
This year, a couple of other classes were
advocated, such as Introduction to Business, The
African-American Experience, Robotics, Dance, and

Mindfulness and Meditation, by both students and
faculty alike. They offer students new opportunities
to learn about several different areas of study.
Introduction to Business was a very popular class,
with a total of 108 students, according to Mr.
Vellucci. After all, the time is fast approaching
when students must make a decision as to what
they wish to do with their lives, and courses like
Introduction to Business provide students with
the chance to figure out if a business-related
career might be the right fit for them. While other
courses, such as Dance or the African American
Experience, sadly didn’t have enough students to
run, the suggestions were still appreciated and will
hopefully be offered again next year.
There is also the question of who teaches these
new classes. The Department Chair usually makes the

overall decision, but if a teacher suggests the course,
they are usually provided with the opportunity to
teach it. If the course is overly popular, more than
one teacher would be enlisted. Such an event has
occurred with Popular Literature and Creative
Writing over the years.
Overall, it’s beneficial for the students to have
these new courses offered to them. After 3 years of
required classes and set courses, senior year provides
students with the chance to set up a schedule that
can focus on their specific areas of interest, as
well as offer them the chance to learn about topics
they may have previously known nothing about. A
chance at expression and individuality is portrayed
through the senior year classes, and that opportunity
increases along with the suggestions for new courses.

Uniform Changes On Deck Next Year?
by Linet Jacome ‘18

A rumor has been brewing through the hallowed
halls of Molloy that Stanners will be getting new
uniforms this upcoming year. While we won’t
be getting these new uniforms as soon as next
year, there is a good chance that a switch will be
occurring in the near future. According to teacher
assistants, Mr. Laible and Ms. Pastore, the school
has been toying with the possibility of switching to
a new school uniform distributor. Among students,
the brand Tommy Hilfiger has been named a real
contender. While the possibility of having uniforms
made by Tommy Hilfiger has Stanners excited, it is
important to note that the school has yet to sign
any official contract with another company. Without
disclosing any particular brand names, Mr. Penikas
did confirm that there is a “shortlist” of companies
that the school is considering.
According to Ms. Pastore, the goal is to give
students a better quality product that is still
affordable. Students have complained that our
current uniform, which comes from Land’s End, is
not only unflattering but also uncomfortable. The
6

uniform’s material has been described by students
as rough and scratchy. For some, the quality of
Land’s End’s uniforms does not justify their price.
Parents have also complained about the uniforms,
specifically about the lengths of the girls skorts. The
school wants students to feel comfortable and this is
something they would definitely look out for if they
decide to switch to a new uniform distributor.
However, Molloy still wants its uniform to present
a tidy and professional atmosphere. The school is not
looking to change the general look of our uniforms
but instead give them a nice upgrade. For example,
Mr. Penikas agreed that the Senior Polos should stay,
but he likes the idea of having them be made from a
more lightweight dri-fit-like material as opposed to
cotton. He believes that this would give the polos a
“sharper”, fresher and more wearable look.
Some other changes that could be made include
the addition of a grey skirt to the uniform. Another
change would be to get rid of the current skorts and
change them to regular skirts. The uncomfortable
fit of the skorts has led girls to cut out the shorts

in their skorts, making the point of having shorts
attached to them futile.
Even though Molloy is looking to upgrade our
uniform, they want to make sure that everything
remains affordable and that the uniforms have a
balance of good quality and reasonable pricing.
While nothing is set in stone, Stanners still look
forward to the arrival of new and improved
Molloy uniforms.

Photo taken by Michelle Kawka.

International Fair A Big Success
The 2018 International Day, now known as the International
Fair, was one for the Molloy history books; with students,
teachers, parents and children enjoying the festive activities,
dances and foods offered.
New to the fair this year was the open format. Unlike
previous years, the fair was set up so that spectators were able
to explore and experience the different countries and cultures
offered. In past years, the stage was set up in audience-style
seating, which limited the viewers interaction with the country
they were watching. With the new open floor plan, the clubs
were able to decorate a section in their own immersive ways
and there were far more activities added to the fair’s venue.
Most notably, the Bocce Ball field, set up by the Italian Club
and the Henna Station, set up by the Indian Club, excited
countless people and got them engaged in the fun-filled day.
Over the course of the day, more than half of the cultural
clubs present, performed dances that represented their
country. And, who can forget the food? With over a hundred

by Jake Temkin ‘20 & James Galeno ‘20

Photos by Elizabeth Duran ‘20 (left) & Jake Temkin ‘20 (right)
different dishes from over 20 different
countries, there were so many new foods to try.
One of the of the most important continuing
traditions at the fair is the roasted pig, donated
by Herbert Leona ‘12 and his family. For over
10 years, they have been serving their famous

roasted hog, representing the Philippines at the
International Day Fair and it’s always a big hit!
We see International Fair make changes every
year to better immerse visitors in the countries
displayed. This year’s changes and results show
how much diversity thrives in New York!

Importance Of Representation In Film
Movies are a big part of our modern day culture.
Some people could say that movies are a way for one
to escape reality, while others could say that movies
help to expand knowledge of reality. But in some way
or another, movies reflect reality and today’s world.
The world is a big place, and everyone has their own
story to tell. People have different lives with their own
different ways of living. So it is important that the
protagonist in these movies show us this idea. Three
recent movies that have this idea of representation are
Wonder Woman, Coco, and Black Panther.
In the past, there have been movies where the main
character is a white male and occasionally work in a
female character. Sometimes the female character
would be a “damsel in distress”. Fortunately, this cliche
has been turned around in the recent years of cinema;
strong female characters portrayed in various movies.
Recently, moviegoers have experienced the female led
(and female directed) movie Wonder Woman which is
not only a great movie, but an inspiring movie. During
the time of the movie’s release there were parents who

shared their experiences about it on social media. They
were saying that their daughters looked up to Wonder
Woman believing that they can become as strong as
her. It is great for young girls to have this idea that they
can bring a great change into this world.
Another form of representation is that of different
races. Characters of different races are being brought
into film narratives. Some examples of movies
that show this are Coco, and Black Panther. These
movies broke the negative stereotypes of people
of other races. There was a lot of appreciation for
these movies from Hispanics and African Americans.
Hispanics took to social media and shared that they
felt welcomed now with the movie Coco. It accurately
represented who they are and it shared their customs
and traditions with the rest of the world. African
Americans also had much appreciation for the movie
Black Panther because it doesn’t portray black people
as violent, a drug addict, or a criminal. It is imperative
to have people of different races into movies because
everyone is different.

The Future Is Female
Recently, “The Future Is Female” has become a
common hashtag used to advocate for women’s rights,
but it is so much more than that. It is a reminder for
girls and women everywhere that their voices, their
bodies, and their rights are just as important as and
deserve the same respect as those of men. It is an
indication of changing times in which women will be
equal to and will have the same opportunities as men.
This saying is a sign of hope that one day there will no
longer be a need for the “Me Too” and “Time’s Up”
movements. It is a message to everyone that women
will no longer be taken advantage of and will no longer
suffer in silence, but instead will find the strength and
support to speak out.
On April 12th, Molloy held its first-ever Women at
Work Panel in the theater. The panel was organized by
Ms. Maryann Safrey with the help of Ms. Kobinski,
Ms. Jones, Ms. Massowd, Ms. Henning, Ms. Callagy,
Ms. Akter, and Ms. Winters. The panel included Molloy
alumni as well as Ms. Safrey’s daughter, Jennifer Safrey.
The other panelists were Marcella Kocolatos ‘08,
Camille Pajor ‘05, Ashley Regazzi ‘04, Devin Triolo,
Jessica Petschauer ‘04 and Christy Dey ’16. They each
shared helpful college and work-related experiences
and advice to an audience full of Stanners, including
men, who were eager to hear what they had to say.
Kocolatos shared her experiences as an attorney at A
Better Balance: The Work & Family Legal Center. She
advises people about their rights as employees dealing
with sick time off, family and medical leave, maternal
and paternal leave, and anti-discrimination.According
to Kocolatos, an important trait to have is compassion
and care for others. “Have Empathy,” she says.
Pajor spoke about her position as the Title IX
Coordinator of the Juilliard School. She works
to devise the school’s response, education, and
compliance efforts towards sexual misconduct. Pajor
spent 2009 through 2011 in Ukraine where she served

by Lauren Klein ‘19
& Deepa Gopaul ‘19

by Luis Real ‘19

An American film producer and president of
Marvel Studios once said, “It’s something that’s easy
to take for granted, growing up in the United States as
a white male, that my cinematic heroes look like me. I
never thought they looked exactly like me, because I’m
not a big athletic hero, but they do. It’s something that
over the course of these ten years, having a certain
amount of power over what type of movies are made
and what type of actors we hire, I want everybody
to have that feeling. We don’t take it for granted that
people want to see themselves reflected in our heroes
and our characters. That’s been the case in the comics
for years, and, finally, that’s the case in the movies, and
will only continue from here.”
Representation is very important for film making.
Not only should there be representation in regards to
casting, but for storytelling. When we have characters
that the audience can relate to, that think like they do
and act like they do, it helps to make them feel prouder
of who they are and where they come from.
believe that what you have is good enough to get
there.”
Lastly, Jennifer Safrey shared insight on her many
diverse career paths. Originally a news copy editor
for the Boston Herald, she eventually left that job
to pursue a career in writing novels. After five
published novels, she decided she wasn’t happy and
realized her comfort through everything was yoga.
Safrey soon started her own yoga studio called
Emerald Yoga. She shares, “The world is constantly
shifting. One day the world will need your gifts in a
way you can’t even begin to fathom right now. We
need you.”
A common theme throughout the event, was
the place you start off, isn’t always the place you’ll
end up in. Your passions will change, your interests
will change, and your dreams will change. And
that’s okay. Take every opportunity with a positive
attitude,” said one of the panelists. A lesson learned:
you have to pursue your own passions and make a
dream for yourself. Do what makes you happy and,
“relentlessly go after your dreams.
This event as a whole was uplifting and inspiring
for all. It was immensely motivating to see strong
independent women share their experiences and
advice. Without a doubt in our minds, the future is
in fact female.

as a Peace Corps Volunteer. Her advice to the audience:
“Relentlessly go after your dreams.”
Petschauer described her position as the Licensed
Brands Coordinator at Disney Theatrical Group. She
currently works for Disney on Ice and is in charge of
their business strategy in marketing. When asked about
discrimination and facing other people’s opinions, she
says, “Don’t listen to what other people tell you.” She
also added, “Google everything,” to make sure you’re
prepared in interviews.
Regazzi spoke about her career at Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center. She manages a research team
that develops new treatments and tests for cancers of
the urinary tract. She has co-written articles for Nature
Magazine, the American Cancer Society, and the Journal
of Clinical Oncology. She gave advice about how to
approach interviews. “Don’t always assume they’ve
read your application or resume. In your interview, talk
about your experiences as much as you can.”
Triolo, though not there in person, is the Owner and
Founder of SHOP SIDE OF GUAC, a Women’s online
retail platform. Ms. Jones spoke on her behalf about
the tasks she does to upkeep her website including:
handpicking clothing items, hiring models, taking
pictures of the models, editing the photos, uploading,
editing the outline of the site, and much more.
Dey is currently a student at Barnard College. She
majors in Economics and minors in Environmental
Science. She spoke about being accepted into the JP
Morgan Smart Start Scholarship Program, which
is a financial program open to prospective college
students. She also spoke about her recent research and
development trip in which she helped to create a trash
disposal system for a community in Guatemala. Her
advice was: “You have nothing to lose, but everything
to gain and every opportunity, big or small, you have
to be willing to go forward and put yourself out there. Photo by Ms. Sawyer ‘07
You have to make your own name and be willing to
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Moses Brown Is An All-American & We’re Lovin It!
by Sarah Rodriguez ‘18 & Stephanie Nath ‘18
On March 28, 2018, Molloy’s
very own Moses Brown ‘18 played
in the Mcdonald’s All-American
Game, a tournament in which
the best of the best high school
basketball players play in Atlanta.
Prior to the event, representatives
from the McDonald’s AllAmerican games visited Molloy
to present Moses with his team
jersey and held a photo-op with
his coaches, family, and friends.
In addition, he was later featured
on ABC’s Future Stars Segment
where clips of the ceremony were
showcased.
On the day of the game, with
NBA scouts scattered throughout

the arena, Center Moses Brown
remained calm throughout what
has been the most important game
of his life. He admits he never felt
intimidated, but rather honored to
play against the best high school
players in the country; “It was
fun to be able to play with people
as good as you - especially since
they were all around my height.”
Although Team East lost (131 128), with number 1 on his back,
Moses totaled 11 points, with 5
rebounds and 2 blocks.
Moses Brown’s most memorable
moment of the entire event took
place off the court at the Ronald
McDonald House. There, he was

able to make an impact on sick
children who face unfortunate
circumstances. “I made cookies,
played video games, took pictures,
and signed autographs the day
before the game. Being able to
make others happy made me
happy.” In addition, Moses had
the honor of meeting the iconic
Ronald Mcdonald clown, in which
they discussed their favorite dishes
off the McDonald’s menu, “Mhm
those McFlurries are mighty
delicious!” Moses stated.
On April 11th, Moses officially
signed his National Letter of
Intent to attend UCLA next fall.

Photo taken by Ms. Sawyer ‘07

Lacrosse Faculty Takes The Win!
Season
Underway
by Kongit Amaha ‘20 & Ishveer Kaur ‘20

by Kaitlyn Helfer ‘18

As springtime rolls around, our lacrosse girls get
ready to hit the road to the division championship. The
team has started off this season with several scrimmage
wins, giving them the confidence boost they need to
head into their league games.
Although this season’s goal is to take home the
division title, the girls also say it’s a lot about having
fun. Senior, Emily Flanagan, is new to the team, but
says, “The girls on the team welcomed me pretty
quickly and it feels like I’ve been on the team all four
years.” All the girls agree that while they want to win
as many games as possible, the lacrosse team is about
more than that. The team creates lasting friendships,
and gives upperclassmen a chance to interact and bond
with underclassmen they wouldn’t be able to on any
other sport. Learning to play together cohesively is
something that the girls find to be an important aspect
of the team. Most girls describe the team as “a great
experience,” making all the long practices and late
night games worth it.
Season games are fast approaching, and our
lacrosse girls feel ready. Best of luck to the team, and
Molloy can’t wait to see them take home the division
championship win!

Photos courtesy of Mrs. Crowe, mother of
Vivienne Crowe ‘18.
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After the teachers suffered a major loss during
last year’s Seniors vs. Faculty basketball game, they
pulled themselves together to manage over a tenpoint lead against the seniors. This was a hard loss
for the seniors that wanted to see the Class f 2018
win the game.
Some of your favorite teachers were found
playing on the court; Mr. Kelly, Mr. Germano, Mr.
Maldonado, Mr. Verdi, Mr. Attard, Mrs. Scalice,
and many more. Not just anyone can volunteer to
participate in the traditional Molloy game; there
is a drafting process and the players must have
average to great skill at basketball. Although there
is a significant age difference between the seniors
and the teachers, that didn’t stop the teachers from
making a comeback during the third quarter and
showing the seniors their basketball skills.
During all the fun and competing, there were
a few minor casualties. Mr. Attard got kneed in
the stomach by one of the seniors and had to sit
out while he caught his breath. Mr. Germano was
pushed to the ground, and by trying to break his
fall, he ended up fracturing his wrist. Although
this would have seemed to maybe make him end
his basketball participation at Molloy, he says it
won’t stop him. “My wife told me that I shouldn’t
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play next year, but a minor injury like this won’t
hold me back,” said Mr. Germano.
To show the seniors support, fellow classmates
of the players had cut out pictures of some of the
seniors playing and cheered for them. This wasn’t
the only type of excitement shown by the student
spectators. When the crowd noticed that the
teachers had basketball coaches on their team, the
seniors started to shout, “You don’t work here!”
This chant worked its way across the bleachers
and soon everyone was chanting it. The seniors
complained after their loss that the only reason
the teachers won was because of the basketball
coaches, which scored numerous points for the
teachers.
Despite the competing, the Seniors vs. Faculty
basketball game that takes place at Molloy every
year is special. It is the most attended event every
year and shows how much school spirit our school
carries throughout its Stanners and faculty. The
2018 Seniors vs. Faculty game brought along
many memories and surprises- but keep your
game up teachers, the Class of 2019 might come
back stronger next year to win!

