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After brief reprieve, International Day is cancelled
By Sargam Mehra ‘16
International Day, Molloy's annual
tradition of celebrating its ethnic diversity through food and dance, will
not be held this year, ending a 34year run and leaving many students
and faculty members disappointed.
“It was a difficult decision to
make,” said Director of Student Activities Ms. Liz Murdocca. “This has
been a long-standing event at
Molloy.”
Ms. Murdocca said the Administration had to cancel it because “no
one had stepped forward to co-moderate the event, and while I was doing my best to help out and make
things happen, the clubs themselves
seemed ambivalent about performing.
“I had not heard back in a timely
manner from many clubs regarding
numbers, members, music selection,
length of piece, etc. In speaking with
some moderators, I learned that they
felt their clubs were not ready to perform or did not want to perform,” she
said.
Ms. Murdocca said some faculty
members did attempt to save International Day.
“I did have some very kind mod-

erators offer to help,” Ms. Murdocca
said. “Thank you, Ms. [Dorothy]
DeNoto, Mr. [Glenn] DaGrossa, Ms.
[Kathy] Loughran, and Mr. [Brian]
Klimas. But these moderators are
also working very hard with the numerous other clubs and activities they
already run.”
When Indian Club member Shane
Persaud found out International Day
had been cancelled, “I was very upset. I’m still extremely upset about it,
extremely angry. All my friends and
family were looking forward to it. I
also think it’s unfair because it’s the
Class of 2015’s last chance to perform in it.”
Persaud, a senior, was the choreographer for Indian Club.
“I started having practices in December,” he said. “I spent all of November choreographing the dances. I
definitely would have been ready by
March 29 because my club and I have
put in so many hours after school to
put this show together.”
Indian Club Moderator Ms.
DeNoto said, “I initially volunteered
to assist with the day, even though
we were down to the wire and not a
lot had been done. When I learned

of the magnitude of what still had to
be accomplished, I realized that one
person couldn’t possibly do it all in
such a short amount of time.”
Ms. DeNoto agreed with Ms.
Murdocca that “the students this year
were slow in getting started.”
Ms. DeNoto said the Indian Club
was working on a Bollywood and traditional dance but the West Indian

Club had trouble putting its choreography together and mixing its music.
“I think the Indian Club dance
probably would’ve been ready with
sections cut out of its performance,”
Ms. DeNoto said. “The West Indian
Club would not have been ready.”
Juniors Marc Fleurant and Joshua
Continued on Page 7

The Asian Club will not take the stage in the Jack Curran Gym this year
because International Day, set for March 29, had to be cancelled.

What did they do before they were teachers?
ers, our mentors had a variety of occupations, from police officer to
church organist.
Before Mr. John Diorio became a
social studies teacher, he conducted
investigations in hospitals and
healthcare facilities in his first year
out of college to determine the ability of patients to pay for hospital or
health care charges. While teaching
at Molloy, Mr. Diorio worked on the
1965 mayoral campaign of John V.
Lindsay and for 24 years Mr. Diorio
worked at Roosevelt Raceway, which
was once next to Roosevelt Field
Shopping Center, selling and cashing
betting tickets.
Before science teacher Mr. Jim
Sheldon came to Molloy, he worked
as a bank teller while in college and
Mr. Brian Kelly onced worked rolling has vivid memories of flipping
through wads of $100,000 worth of
sushi. (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16)
By Melanie Santos '15
Our teachers weren’t always the
wise, red pen-wielding wizards of
knowledge. Before they were teach-
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Molloy basement
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bills as part of his job.
However, because he wanted “to
change the world,” Mr. Sheldon went
right into teaching after college.
Before Mr. Jim Sheehan taught
English and ran the Junior-Senior
Chorus, he worked, as a high school
student, as a maintenance worker for
a Catholic school and church in his
hometown of Glendale.
He remembers he was cutting a
wet lawn when the mower’s blades
stopped. When he reached in to pull
out the wet grass, the blade cut him,
and, with cotton wrapped around his
dangling, bloody finger, he was
rushed to the hospital. He can still
see the scar on his finger today.
When Mr. Sheehan was told by his
boss to get rid of all the weeds that
were on the church grounds, “I didn’t
know what weeds were. So I cut an

azalea bush instead.”
Mr. Sheehan played the organ in a
church in Bushwick, Brooklyn, and
piano in local restaurants and pubs
for “people who mostly didn't listen.”
Before becoming a Molloy English teacher, Mr. Brian Kelly worked
rolling sushi and pulling levers in a
factory.
Working in one of the only two
factories in the world that made
amalgam carrier, a dental instrument
used to transfer amalgam into the filling of teeth, Mr. Kelly enjoyed sitting next to his best friend and pulling a lever for three hours.
He also worked as a busboy at a
Japanese restaurant where, as the only
non-Japanese-American employee,
he was treated affectionately as “the
pet.” He came home smelling of soy
Continued on Page 4
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The ‘post racial age’ isn’t here yet
After reading the commentary
“Black history is no excuse for
lack of success” [February 2015],
I think that it is important to
point out that we speak from a
position of privilege here at Archbishop Molloy. The environment
here is very kind, welcoming, and
tolerant towards other belief systems and races. We have teachers, parents, guidance counselors,
and other staff members who all
care about our well-being and
push us to do our best.
At Molloy, it is easy to believe
that we have entered the postracial age.
But the racist chant this month
by a University of Oklahoma fraternity and the recently discovered racist emails from Ferguson,
Mo. police prove America is not
in a post-racial age.
Many marginalized groups in
the larger American society do
not have the type of bias-free
support that we get at Molloy.
A neglected child who is worried about having enough food on
the table won’t worry about her
Algebra homework. It is the rare

child in that situation who can inherently push herself to do well
without any help. Even Dr. Ben
Carson, the famous neurosurgeon
mentioned in the commentary,
had a mother to push him to become the person he is today.
Without that kind of influence in
our lives, many of us at Molloy
would not be as driven as we are.
To make matters worse, African-Americans also must overcome living in a society that is still
racist despite how far we have
come as a country from the days
of segregation and lynchings.
One study found that an African-American male with a college
degree is still less likely to be
hired when he applies for a job
than a white male with a criminal
record.
New York Times columnist
Nicholas Kristof reported on a
study in which two similar
résumés were sent out in response to help-wanted ads, one
with an African-American sounding name and one that sounded
white, and a résumé with a name
like Emily or Greg received 50

percent more callbacks than the
same résumé with a name like
Lakisha or Jamal. Having a
white-sounding name was as beneficial as eight years’ work experience.
A Buzzfeed video tells the
story of José Zamora, a MexicanAmerican who was a successful
salesman at a store where he
quickly became its highest paid
employee at $13 an hour.
Looking to improve his pay, he
sent out hundreds of resumes
online looking for a better job but
wasn’t getting any responses from
potential employers until he
changed his first name to Joe.
Within a week, his inbox was full.
But unequal treatment is not
limited to the workplace.
Even though blacks and whites
use marijuana at similar rates statistically, a black person is 3.73
times more likely to be arrested
for marijuana possession than a
white person.
Ohio State law professor
Michelle Alexander estimates that
more African-American men are
in prison, on probation, or on pa-

role now than were enslaved in
1850 before the Civil War began.
Problems are not limited to
blacks or Hispanics, either.
Native Americans living on
reservations are among the poorest Americanas, their alcoholism
mortality rates are 514 percent
higher than the general population, and their youth suicide rate
is more than double.
Three Muslim students at the
University of North CarolinaChapel Hill were killed by a white
gunman supposedly after an argument over a parking space.
Local police claim this was not a
hate crime. But what if the positions were reversed and a Muslim-American shot three white
people over a parking space. How
would white Americans react?
History should be left in the
past but prejudice is not in our
past. When people continue to
hold the prejudices from the past,
it very much defines our present.
And unless people start talking
honestly about these issues more
often, it will define our future.

-- Kristen Allen '17

Soph Kemp chosen for Advanced Choral Studies Program
Ms. Yang. "David can catch on to a chestral studies programs but only than half the tuition. Students may
harmony quickly and can hold his about 160 are accepted into the pro- apply for additional financial aid
ground on a given part."
gram for which the state pays more based upon economic need.
At his audition, Kemp sang the
song he had prepared and was required to sing another song by sight
reading sheet music as he sang.
"I made one mistake that I recovered from during the singing but I was
really nervous during the sight reading," said Kemp. "I was not too focused on how well the audition went
because the opportunity to have the
audition was good enough for me."
Ten days after his audition, he received his acceptance letter.
"After finding out I had been accepted, my confidence in my vocal
ability increased, as well as my desire
to excel in it," said Kemp. "I hope
this program helps to show me where
I should go with my talents and build
a foundation of knowledge that will
support my natural talent."
Ms. Yang said, "Although David
often talks about how he used to be
The annual Senior-Faculty Basketball Game will be held on Friday March
a shy person, when he steps in front
27 at 7 p.m. followed by a dance. Tickets are $6. Seniors Angela Kokis
of a crowd and is singing a solo, you
and Tara Maguire pose with Stanley at last year’s game.
see a confident young man who shines
brightly. One thing I find very admirable in David is that he follows
through with whatever he starts.
While I see many students dropping
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state-wide apply for Choral and Or2
By Andrew Wenzler '17
Sophomore David Kemp has been
accepted by the New York State Summer School of Arts to attend the fourweek 2015 Summer Advanced Choral Studies program at SUNYFredonia.
"I was searching for a summer program for some time and I decided that
financially, this was one of the better
choral programs to audition for," said
Kemp, who will live on campus.
Kemp, who auditioned at
Stuyvesant High School in Manhattan on Feb. 7, prepared by choosing a
song he was familiar with and practicing both by himself and with
Molloy’s Frosh-Sophomore Chorus
Director Ms. Ya-ting Yang every day.
"I am very proud of David for
being accepted into the Choral Studies at SUNY-Fredonia this year," said

Senior-Faculty Basketball Game
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Stanners urged to donate to Blood Drive March 31
By Shibangi Saha ’16 and Laksumi
Sivanandan ‘16
Molloy’s 15th Annual Blood
Drive, arranged through the New
York Blood Center for Tuesday
March 31, will take place for the second time in the Marsloe Gym.
The Blood Drive will use the
Marsloe Gym rather than the Jack
Curran Gym due to scheduling conflicts with preparations for the Lenten
service on April 1.
Junior Shania Chua has signed up
to give blood and is looking forward
to the experience.
“To give blood is to give the gift
of life and it's such a simple act that
can touch other people's lives,” she
said.
Last year, Molloy donated 180
pints of blood and school nurse Mrs.
Kathy Forgione hopes Stanners donate at least 200 pints this year.
Molloy’s all-time record stands at 204
pints.
Donating blood is a simple task
that goes a long way to help people.
“Giving the gift of life is an easy
way to help several patients in New

York area hospitals,” said Mrs.
Forgione. “Three people can be saved
with each pint.”
Stanners who would like to donate
blood must be at least 16-years-old,
have the consent of their parents, and
meet the weight requirement for their
height. Students should not donate
blood if they have gotten piercings
or tattoos within the last year, if they
have recently undergone surgery, or
if they feel sick on the day of the
Blood Drive.
Mrs. Forgione said donating blood
does not hurt.
“Donors will feel a small pinch in
their arm when the needle goes in,
but they won’t feel anything after
that,” she said.
There aren’t any negative effects
involved with donating blood as long
as donors have eaten a large breakfast before donating and rest for four
to five hours afterward.
On the day of the Blood Drive,
donors will be excused from class to
go to the Marsloe Gym, where they
will meet with staff members from
the New York Blood Center. After

filling out some information on a
form, they will wait for their turn to
donate.
Donors first will have a small
sample of blood drawn to make sure
that their blood is usable. Then the
donor will start the process of donating a pint of blood. Afterward, they
will be treated to refreshments.

Junior Matthew Frenzel said he
volunteered to donate as a way to give
back to society and he encourages
others to do so as well.
“Even if you're really nervous
about it, you should remember the
accident victims and people with illnesses who can benefit so much from
what you’re doing,” he said.

Senior Aiden Levins donates a pint during last year’s Blood Drive.

Future service dog spends time at AM
By Phillip Barsamian ‘15, Sophia
Savvides ‘15, Tori Pateroulakis ‘15
Most Stanners probably haven’t
noticed, but twice a week for a little
over year, a dog walks into Molloy
and goes down into the basement

where it spends the day in the Track
and Field Office.
Math teacher Mr. Austin Power
and his daughter, junior Mary Grace
Power, have been raising Cabral, a 16month-old Lab-Golden Retriever
mix, for an organization known as
Canine Companions for Independence (CCI) to prepare her to become
a service dog.
The Powers got Cabral from CCI
on Dec. 23, 2013 and will return her
in May so she can start her training.
Mary Grace heard about CCI from
a neighborhood woman who raised
many dogs for CCI and loved it.
“I really loved the idea and when
I heard about this, I thought that it
was a great way for me to help
people,” Mary Grace said. “Service
dogs help people with disabilities live
more independent lives.”
Mr. Power did not want to leave
the puppy home alone too often so
he received permission from Principal Bro. Thomas Schady to make the
Track & Field Office Cabral’s home
away from home since it is a nice quiet
place for her to stay and he could walk
her during his free periods.
So Cabral began coming to school
every morning either by car or riding
on the back of Mr. Power’s bike.
Cabral adjusted very quickly to
Molloy, Mr. Power said, because
“Who doesn’t love it at Molloy?”
“At first,” said Mary Grace,
“Cabral was a little skittish about all
of the people and the different smells.
Junior Mary Grace Power, who is She was especially freaked out by the
raising her puppy Cabral to be a ser- shiny floors! After coming to school
vice dog, brings her to school twice for a while, she got used to everything
a week. (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16) and now she loves it!”

Cabral has made other friends at
Molloy such as the secretaries and
Assistant Principal Mr. Dennis
Vellucci in the General Office and Mr.
Jeff Gallagher in the Track Office.
Some of Mary Grace’s friends join
her outside on the track to throw
around a Frisbee with Cabral, who
loves all of the attention.
Mary Grace is pretty sure Cabral’s
days at Molloy are some of the dog’s
favorite experiences.
When Cabral was a puppy being
housebroken, she had only one accident at Molloy when she was sick.
“If you crate train a dog and are
proactive and get ahead of it, you can
avoid most accidents with training,”
said Mr. Power, who added that
Cabral has not barked a lot during her
time at Molloy either.
Mr. Power and Mary Grace have
had to raise Cabral differently than
one would raise a pet dog because she
is going to be a service dog. So it has
been important to train her according to CCI’s training guide. She also
is taken to a training class once a
month at a CCI facility.
After school and on weekends,
Cabral goes wherever Mary Grace and
her family go. As a service dog, she is
allowed almost anywhere, including
stores, restaurants, and movie theaters.
Mary Grace enjoys being with
Cabral because, “tons of people come
up to you and ask about Cabral’s
training and are really curious about
the benefits of service dogs.”
Once Cabral is given back to CCI,
she will join her seven other siblings
in an advanced, six-month training

course. If she passes the course, she
will be assigned to a disabled person
and they will go through a training
period to learn to work together.
Cabral will then take part in a
graduation ceremony, where she will
be handed over to her new owner
permanently.
Mary Grace said if Cabral doesn’t
pass the course, “I would take her
back in a heartbeat. But even though
only 40 percent of the dogs pass, I’m
confident that she will make it.”
Mr. Power believes that when it is
time to give Cabral up, “there will be
much crying in the Power house in
the month of May, but it will be for a
great cause.”
Mary Grace feels that giving up
Cabral will be the hardest thing she
has ever had to do.
“Cabral and I are best friends,”
she said. “Anywhere I go, she is usually right beside me. Even in the
morning when I get ready for school,
she is right on my heel following me
around. It’s going to be strange not
having my little friend right beside all
the time. But I keep telling myself
that she will help someone who really needs her.”
Mary Grace may not see Cabral
again after giving her up, but she’s
hoping that the new owner of Cabral
will stay in contact and send pictures.
Mary Grace said that she would
love to raise another dog for CCI.
“This was an incredible experience
and I would recommend it to anyone.” she said. “If there is anyone
who is interested in training a service
dog, I recommend that you check out
the website at www.cci.org.”
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Before they were teachers they were...
Continued from Page 1
and ginger sauce but enjoyed a free
dinner every night.
As a college student, he was a bartender who worked, “late, late nights.”
He didn’t enjoy having customers all
shouting orders at him or telling
drunken old men that they'd had too
much. As Mr. Kelly’s father told him,
“Nothing good happens after 1 a.m.”
He also worked as a state certified
security guard at the Westbury Music
Fair where he met Al Green, Kenny
Rogers, Method Man, and NSYNC
before they were big and Justin
Timberlake was "just some kid.”
Before laying down the law at
Molloy, Mr. Ed Shannon was a police
officer for 22 years, working in narcotics law enforcement on the Lower
East Side of Manhattan for 17 years
and the Upper East Side for five.
Mr. Shannon, who studied business
management at St. John's University,
followed in the footsteps of his police officer brother and grandfather.
He found police work “interesting
and exciting” because while working
his beat he had “a front row seat to
the greatest show on earth, which is
New York City.”
His most vivid memory is chasing
a suspect who had crashed his car on
Broadway and not catching him until
he was in the West Village.

Before coming to Molloy as an
English teacher, Mr. Charley
McKenna worked for 10 years as a
sportswriter at Newsday, the Milwaukee Sentinel, the Miami Herald,
and the Minneapolis Star-Tribune.
During his career, he covered the
Marquette University basketball
team, the Minnesota Vikings football
team and many NBA, NHL, MLB
and soccer games.
Mr. McKenna loved football and
boxing until he started covering
those sports. Sitting ringside, his
reporter's notebook was once splattered with a boxer's blood and while
standing on the sidelines, he saw up
close that pro football players hit
each other “extraordinarily hard. It’s
amazing they get up."
His favorites now are the less violent sports of basketball, soccer, and
track because he doesn’t “feel as
guilty watching them.”
He met many sports stars.
"Michael Jordan was very nice to
me," said Mr. McKenna.
He remembers interviewing Joe
Namath for the first time as a nervous 20-year-old intern at Newsday
while Namath was trimming his FuManchu mustache in front of the
locker room's full-length mirror wearing nothing but flip-flops.
Mr. McKenna said he was always

Mr. Jim Sheehan found out in his youth that he was not cut out to be a
groundskeeper. (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16)
relieved when he met some of his was once stabbed with a nail. The kids
boyhood sports heroes, such as Phil nicknamed him “Elvis” and made up
Jackson or Charley Taylor, "and songs such as “Roses are red. Violets
are blue. Elvis is king and so are you.”
found out they weren't jerks."
Mr. Kilkelly also worked as an
Before he came to Molloy, English
editor
at a publishing company but
teacher Mr. Matt Kilkelly was a young
Jesuit Core volunteer with sideburns hated working in an office cubicle “in
and a 1980’s Afro who worked with a hive with the other insects.”
He is much happier teaching, as it
abused children who had been exseems are most of Molloy's faculty
pelled from school.
He loved the job, even though he who’ve had previous jobs.

Eight Stanners submit projects to Intel competition
By Giovanni Vittozzi '15 and
Marco Vittozzi '18
Eight Molloy seniors submitted on
March 8 seven projects in four different categories to the NYU Science and
Engineering Fair at the Great Hall at
CCNY, which is a preliminary round
for the Intel Science Competition.
None, however, advanced to the
second round.
Julia Brandt’s project “Gender Stereotypes,” Vida Ekhlas’s project
“What Keeps You Up?,” Carla Hanna
and Valerie Rico’s project “Simon
Says,” and Jessica Netto’s project
“Risk of Alzheimer’s Dementia” were
all submitted in the Behavioral Sci-

ences category.
Sebastian Chamorro’s project “Political Game Simulator” was submitted in the Computer Science category, Connie Zhao’s “Argentum
Mask” was in the Engineering category and Justin Esposito's “In-Cell
Western” was in the Biology section.
Ms. Mary Mallia, who teaches the
Science Research course, said of all
the projects, "Justin's was the project
that I had the most hope for.”
Esposito, however, wasn't too
disappointed by the outcome.
"The fair was really competitive,"
he said.
Rico, whose project examined

conformity in high schools, said, "It
felt very exciting to go there. We had,
of course, been going to the fair since
sophomore year, but this year was
different because we had to present."
Every year, students in Molloy's
Science Research course are given the
opportunity to submit their projects
to the NYU Science and Engineering Fair.
In order to become part of this rigorous class, a student with high
grades in math and science can add
an extra course called Science Research in sophomore year which is
continued over the next three years.
During those three years, the stu-

With the eight presenters in front, Molloy’s Science Research students pose at the NYU Science Fair.
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dents learn how to conduct research
as sophomores, may begin working
on their project as juniors, and then
put the final touches on them during
senior year before submitting them to
the Science and Engineering Fair.
But while many students began
their projects during junior year, others took longer to decide. Still others
had ideas that fell flat and then had
to find a new project to do during
senior year.
Rico and Hanna didn’t start working on the actual details of their
project until late December.
When the judges at the fair came
over to ask them questions about
their project, Rico said that she felt
nervous but was still confident that
she knew her stuff. The judges suggested that they go more in-depth
with their project.
Ms. Mallia is very proud of all the
students that applied to the fair.
“They all worked very hard to get
ready for the fair, and they should all
be proud of the hard work that
they've put into their projects," she
said.
Rico and Hanna were excited to
learn how they placed but not too disappointed when they found out that
they didn't advance.
“Even though we didn't make it,
we still have to prepare for the
[Molloy] Science Symposium in May,"
Rico said.

Seniors enjoy fun in the hot Fla. sun
By Sophia Betzios '17 and Lori
Mangone '17
Members of the Class of 2015 had
their very own magical St. Patrick’s
Day weekend in the Magic Kingdom
as part of the annual Senior Trip to
Disney World in Orlando, Fla.
“This was by far the best Disney
trip to date,” said Mr. Mark Sweeney,
who organized the trip for the fourth
time.
Mr. Sweeney said his goal was to
provide a meaningful trip for seniors
by giving them one last chance to
bond by living in community for four
days.
An entourage of 130 seniors and
11 faculty and staff flew to Florida
on Friday March 13 to begin their
memorable trip.
They stayed at Disney’s Caribbean
Beach Resort and visited all four
theme parks during their time there.
One of the most enjoyable aspects
of the trip was escaping New York
City's dreary, cold March weather for
some bright, hot Florida sunshine.
"The weather in the morning was

a nice 70 degree temperature but during the day it got very, very hot," said
Angela Kokis. "But at night it cooled
down again to a very comfortable
temperature."

For many seniors, this was their
"It wasn't my first time at Disney,"
first Disney experience. But for oth- said Katrina Antonopoulos, "but it
ers, it was a chance to return to a place was really cool to go with our senior
with their friends that they had vis- grade because you're with all of your
ited before with their parents.
Continued on Page 6

Seniors and faculty pose for a photo on a ride in Disney World during the Senior Trip to Florida.

Seniors make ‘em laugh in ‘Stanner-day Night Live’ skits
By Jeffrey Twumasi ‘17
The second annual Senior Show,
which was called “Stanner-day Night
Live” and featured 10 skits plus musical numbers and an opening monologue, was held Feb. 27-28 in the
Theater.
The show, which had 30 seniors
in its cast and crew, drew over 130
students, faculty, and parents to its
Friday afternoon performance while
about 100 attended the performance
on Saturday night.
The skits, which were all parodies
or comedies, were written by David
Van Aken, Kaela Coppinger, Maria
Kasper, Alexa Kober, Christian
Martinez, Joelle Tirado, Joanna
Troyanos, and Ryan Wecera.
"All the sketches were extremely
funny," said The Stanner Players
Moderator Ms. Shannon Winters, who
came up with the show's name.
"We had been bouncing ideas
around for a while and then during
one of the final rehearsals, ‘Stannerday Night Live’ hit me, since ‘Saturday Night Live’ was our inspiration
from the start," said Ms. Winters.
"Alexa Kober and Joanna
Troyanos were instrumental to putting this show on,” said Ms. Winters.
“As co-directors, they worked tirelessly to organize rehearsals, choreograph the finale, and finalize costumes and props. Joanna was unable
to fully participate because of an
emergency wisdom tooth surgery the
day before the show opened, but she
was able to be in the audience on
Saturday night. Robert Dittus, who
acted as Stage Manager, was instrumental in organizing all behind the

scenes aspects of this show."
Seniors who passed the audition
for the show were given a synopsis
of each skit and chose three that they
would like to perform in and from
there, Ms. Winters cast each skit.
The performers rehearsed their
skits for two hours every week for
four weeks.
"We did have to memorize lines,
though there were some scenes
where people did improv," said
Stephanie Nonaillada, who performed in two skits."It was really fun.
It was a nice feeling to perform something that your friends wrote. And the
audience laughed a lot!
"What I liked best was that I was

able to perform with my fellow seniors, friends that I've known for four
years and new friends that I made,”
said Nonaillada.
Van Aken, in addition to co-writing two skits with Wecera, performed
in three skits and the show’s finale.
"It was an absolute ball to perform
something a friend of mine wrote and
I'd hope that the others that acted in
my skits thought the same,” said Van
Aken. “The skits that I participated
in all went over very well. The skit
that I was in that got the best response
was "The New Yorkers," which was
written by Kaela Coppinger. It was
probably my favorite part of the
show.”

Jonella Wong, Melanie Santos, Christina Fenton, and Olivia Kielezewski
perform a skit in the Senior Show. (Photo by Ms. Laura Sawyer)

Working within the loose structure
of skit-comedy was fun.
“You have so much freedom to do
whatever you wish with the skits; it's
quite refreshing,” Van Aken said.
“You want to be angrier on stage?
Sure. You don't think this part of the
skit works? You take care of it in the
next rewrite. Everyone knew their
lines well but, of course, there was
some improvisation.
"What happens in the show is so
different from the first draft of the
script and is so shaped by the actors
that by the time the finished product
rolls out, it really winds up being written and directed by the entire cast.
“There’s much more freedom than
you have doing a play. I honestly preferred the Senior Show to any show
that I've been in in the past because
of how radically different it was and
the sense of comradery I felt towards
people I barely knew before the
show,” Van Aken said.
Ms. Winters said, "I certainly hope
the Senior Show becomes a tradition.
It’s only been two years but hopefully
more and more interest will help it to
continue. I haven’t heard of any plans
from this year’s juniors yet but we do
have a fair number of juniors in both
The Stanner Players and Theater Arts
& Improv Club, so providing they
step up, the tradition will continue.”
The Stanner Players currently are
rehearsing "Seussical, the Musical,"
which will be performed from April
30-May 3.
“It’s a big cast and sometimes it’s
hard to coordinate everyone’s schedules, but we’re doing well,” said Ms.
Winters.
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Performing acts of mercy for Lent
By John Fenner ‘15
Molloy’s Campus Ministry has organized this year’s Lenten events
around the theme of the Corporal
Works of Mercy, an idea which was
inspired by the Marist Brothers’ “Year
of Montagne,” said Campus Ministry
Director Mr. Michael Germano.
“Our Marist Charism calls us to
do for the least favored,” said Mr.
Germano, who proposed Stanners
perform four Corporal Works of
Mercy – feeding the hungry, giving
drink to the thirsty, visiting the sick,
and burying the dead – for Lent.
“I wanted to incorporate the Corporal Works of Mercy into this season of Lent because it ties in so much
with our history. Champagnat meets
a dying boy [Jean-Baptist Montagne]
and he has his epiphany that he has
to do something. He has to make
Jesus known and loved. And that is
exactly what the Corporal Works of
Mercy help us to do.”
Campus Ministry Leaders encour-

age all students to take part in as
many Lenten activities as they can,
because “when you help others, you
also help yourself,” said senior Enrica
Cotellessa. “Lent is not only about
giving up something, but also realizing that you have to be a better person and acting on that.”
Senior leader Stephanie Toma said,
“When you give back, you give to
yourself. We want all Stanners to get
this warm, fuzzy feeling inside, so
they continue to do good all year
round, not just during Lent.”
Many of Molloy’s Lenten activities involve giving drink to the thirsty
and food to the hungry.
Campus Ministry began on March
9 collecting money for its Midnight
Run on March 25.
“It will be like a supermarket run
for the homeless,” said Mr. Germano.
Students will prepare food, such
as sandwiches, that can be distributed
to the homeless. Campus Ministry
also collected blankets to hand out

to the homeless.
Another Corporal Work of Mercy,
to give drink to the thirsty, will be
fulfilled on March 25 by the annual
Fast-a-thon, which will raise money
for an organization that provides clean
drinking water to those who don’t
have access to it.
Thanks to an idea from Assistant
Principal Mr. Ed Cameron, Stanners
visited the sick on March 16 at
Champagnat Hall near Mount St.
Michael Academy, where Marist
Brothers with certain physical ailments retire.
The Rosary Rally on March 19,
which Mr. Germano said students
have wanted to do for a while, was
connected with the Corporal Work of
Mercy of burying the dead.
“We’re not going to actually bury
the dead,” said Mr. Germano. “We
made our way to Maple Grove Cemetery to pray the rosary while remembering all of the dead, especially our
loved ones who have left us.”

Another traditional Lenten activity, which has become very popular
among Molloy students, is the Taize
prayer, which took place at Mount St.
Michael on March 15.
“I’m in love with Taize!” said
Cotellessa. “It’s very relaxing and it
helps me to put things into perspective.”
Stanners received the sacrament
of Reconciliation on March 24 when
students were excused upon request
from either religion or physical education class to receive the sacrament
in the Theater.
To cap off all its Lenten activities, Campus Ministry’s annual Holy
Week Service on April 1 will focus
on “Jesus’s passion is our passion.”
This service, which will include a
mass and skits performed by the Liturgy Committee, “ties into the whole
‘Year of Montagne,’ and that passion
that Champagnat had, that burning
desire to do good. That’s what we’re
zoning in on,” said Mr. Germano.

Seniors hated to leave Disney World
Continued from Page 5
friends and it's so cool to see everyone there with you."
Their only regret was that their
stay in Disney World lasted only three
days and four nights.
Pedro Paula said he wished he had
bought a one-way ticket instead of a
round-trip one because of all the fun
he was having in Florida.
Paula's favorite memory was "all
the hilarious poems Nick 'Buttah'
Cataldo recited on the bus rides back
to the resort after a day at the park."
Stanners enjoyed visiting the different parks in Disney.

“Hollywood Studios was definitely the best part of the trip,” said
Vincenzo Ferrara. “The Tower of
Terror was so scary but it was also
amazing.”
Stephanie Nonaillada said, “Magic
Kingdom was the best. I grew up with
Disney princesses and actually getting to see them in person was great.”
Other Stanners enjoyed spending
time with students and faculty they
didn’t know too well in school..
“Having Bro. [Thomas] Schady as
a group leader was pretty cool; he was
so fun and involved with everything,”
said Nicole Mele, who said she got

Stanners, above, pose before entering Hollywood Studios Park. Students
and teachers, top right, participate in a Communion Service on a lagoon
beach. Seniors take a break, bottom right, outside the Animal Kingdom.
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to see a different side of many people
on the Senior Trip.
To make leaving Disney and the
warmth of Florida even harder to
take for some seniors, they were put
on a flight that was delayed three
hours in getting back to New York
City on St. Patrick’s Day..
“I was on the good flight but other
people were delayed and stuff,” said

Mele. “But evn so, it was really sad
to go home.”
The trip cost each senior approximately $1,100, but those who made
the trip said it was worth the cost.
This price included the cost of airfare, hotel accommodations, daily
meal coupons, dinner at the Hoop
Dee Do Revue, bus transportation,
and a souvenir t-shirt of the trip.

SADD raises $900+ with thumb rings
By Harry Singh ‘16
Molloy’s chapter of Students
Against Destructive Decisions organized SADD Week on March 9-13 to
raise funds for the SADD Foundation
and educate teens on how to make
good and safe decisions in their lives.
This year over 60 members of the
club got involved in ensuring a successful week.
Moderator Ms. Kelly Edelman
credited the leadership of juniors Paul
Scarpelli, Samantha Wagner, Mirtelle
Mendoza, Christy Dey, Alyssa D’
Angelo, and sophomore Juliana Fazio
for the week’s success.
“Without the club’s leaders, I
would be lost,” said Ms. Edelman.
The SADD club’s members visited
homerooms for three days to sell
thumb bands which advised against
texting while driving for $1.
Every Stanner who bought one
could participate in a dress down day
on May 12.
The club raised over $900, which
Ms. Edelman said was “our most successful week to the date.”
The drive was so successful, the
club ran short of thumb bands but
still allowed students who contributed $1 to dress down.
The club shared stories about teens
hurt or killed due to destructive decisions during the morning homeroom

Juniors Simon Motherway, Matthew Morscher, and Harris Mohsin show off their red “Don’t Text and Drive” SADD
thumb rings which they bought to earn a dress down day on March 12. (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16)
announcements.
“We wanted to get the student
body to start talking,” said Ms.
Edelman. “I heard many kids talking
about the stories in the hallways,
which is exactly what we wanted.”
Club member Amy Vesey, a junior, told a true story about how one
bad decision affected someone’s life
in a consequential way.
“I joined SADD to spread aware-

ness and to help my colleagues to
make intelligent and healthy decisions,” said Vesey, who hopes Molloy
students will now think twice before
getting behind the wheel under the
influence of alcohol or drugs. “I enjoyed seeing the reaction of the student body when they realized the lasting impact of only decision.”
SADD also ran “Trivia Anti-Crack
Tournament,” modeled after the

popular app, which opened to all
grades but it did not produce as good
a turnout as the club had hoped to
get.
However, Ms. Edelman said the
teams who played in the tournament
seemed to enjoy themselves and the
winning frosh team of John Ziehl,
Alexandra Sanchez, Lauren Scott,
and Leah Messina each received a $5
Dunkin’ Donut gift card.

Stanners all hope International Day returns
Continued from Page 1
Zapata from the Spanish Club were
both surprised by the cancellation.
Fleurant said the club had started
rehearsing in February and “would’ve
been ready because we were determined to meet our deadline and have
a great performance.”
Zapata was surprised at hearing
about the cancellation just days after

reading an article in the February issue of The Stanner reporting that International Day would go on as
scheduled despite not having a moderator because Ms. Murdocca had volunteered to try to make it happen.
Junior Sara Leston of the Spanish
Club said it was very surprising that
International Day was cancelled
“considering that it has been running

since before my freshman year.”
Spanish Club Moderator Mr.
David Little was surprised it was cancelled because it “had never been
canceled since I became moderator
of the Spanish Club seven years ago.”
Mr. Little said he felt it was cancelled due to mis-communication.
His club held performance tryouts and
started rehearsals in the first week of

Snow, sleet, and kilts
Molloy’s Pipes & Drums Band had to march in the snow on March 1 at the Garden City St. Patrick’s Day
Parade but the weather was better for parades in Rockaway and Manhattan. (Photo by Mr. Carlo Dionisi)

January and was on track to perform.
Italian Club Moderator Mr. Mark
Verdi said he was disappointed about
the decision to cancel International
Day and said it happened because of
“no one stepping up to coordinate the
entertainment part of the day.”
Although it hadn’t started preparations for its performance, Mr. Verdi
says this was “typical for the Italian
Club. Each year when we performed,
we would get it together late.”
Despite its cancellation this year,
Ms. DeNoto hopes it will make a
comeback next year.
“The blending of all the different
cultures in our school in such a
celebratory manner creates memorable experiences for students, their
families, friends, and faculty,” she
said. “That colorful day promotes
cultural pride to all who attend.”
Mr. Verdi thought the event will
return “because it is a fun day and
International Day is a big part of the
ethnic clubs and diversity of Molloy.”
Mr. Little said it would make a
come back if “enough students and
parents express their disappointment
over its cancellation.”
Leston said, “I think it will be
back. It’s the biggest event for the
clubs and without International Day,
the clubs can’t perform their ethnic
dances. Most people do enjoy going
to see International Day.”
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Snow is gone; so let’s play baseball!
By Michael LaBella ‘17
After a brutal month of February,
which dropped over two feet of snow
onto Stanner Field, the Molloy Varsity baseball team was limited to practicing inside for the first few weeks
of its preseason training.
But with spring finally here and the
snow having finally melted, it can
only mean one thing: it’s time for
baseball season!
Molloy’s 5-5-1 record in 11 fall
scrimmages included a victory over
defending Brooklyn-Queens champion Xaverian, which gave the team
confidence for the spring season.
The Stanners finished the regular
season 12-2 last year but lost to
Xaverian in the championship game
at St John’s University.
The team’s goal this year is to win
that final game.
“What’s the goal every season?”
said coach Mr. Brad Lyons, who is in
his third season at the helm. “The goal
is to find a way back into the playoffs and win a championship.”
The seniors realize this will be

their last chance to win a title.
“I’m going to play as hard as I can
and make my season one to remember,” said senior pitcher Scotty
Hannon. “The goal is to work hard
and win as many games as possible.”
Senior catcher Vincent Moss said,
“We’re going to work hard to get back
into the championship again this year.
We all want to avenge last year’s loss
[to Xaverian].”
The fall season gave Molloy a
chance to preview a lot of its new
talent for the 2015 season, as the
team has lost eight of nine starters
from last season and only has eight
returning seniors on the roster, compared to 14 last year.
While the team has plenty of juniors, the roster also includes two
sophomores, third baseman Jack
Turner and shortstop Ruben Jimenez.
“It’s a great experience to be on
Varsity as a sophomore but also a
great challenge,” said Turner.
The first preseason scrimmage was
set for March 12 but due to snow still
being on the field, it was pushed back

to March 16.
Opening Day is scheduled for
April 9 against St. Edmund’s.
Molloy’s schedule includes four
games against defending champions
Xaverian, three games against

McClancy, and three more against rival St. Francis Prep.
“This season everyone is supposed to do their part,” said senior
outfielder Chris Mshar. “It’s a team
game.”

Senior Christopher Mshar gets ready to drive the ball for a single during
the fall exhibition season. (Photo courtesy of Blue & White Yearbook)

Schauer leads Molloy to third place in Math League
By Kiersten Plut '16
Led by senior Joseph Schauer,
Molloy's Varsity Math League finished
third in the Advanced Math division
of the Catholic High School Math
League this season when the four-test
competition ended this month.
Schauer finished second in the individual competition by scoring 93
out of a possible 100 points.
Moderator Ms. Adele Solari was
very impressed with Schauer's performance again this year.
"He has consistently been our top
scorer since he was a freshman,” Ms.
Solari said.
Ms. Solari said this year's team has
been as “strong and consistent as
those in the past."
She also said the frosh and sophomore teams were noticeably strong.

Molloy takes part in four different competitions based on subject.
The Varsity Algebra 2 team, which
finished in sixth place, was led by junior Stephaney Umana, who was 21st
in the individual competition with a
four-test score of 37 points.
The Junior Varsity Geometry
team, which finished in second place,
was led by sophomore Kyle Hoosein,
who was seventh with 51 points.
The Junior Varsity Algebra 1 team,
which finished sixth, was led by frosh
Alexander Rezhets, who was eighth
with 59 points.
While anyone can join Molloy's
Math League team, the Varsity competition attracts elite math students.
Ms. Solari said Math League is
ideal for students who want to put
their math skills to the test.

The Math League tests are based
on high school math courses, said junior team member Lucia Lin.
“Many of us generally have
learned the basic math concepts that
are on the tests but the questions can
be challenging because you have to
know how to apply those concepts,"
Lin said. "I usually have trouble with
the time limit since no calculators are
allowed.”
Each test is unique but that
doesn’t mean the tests are easy. “The
tests are challenging because they require a good deal of thinking,” said
junior Dylan Haynes.
However, sometimes the test being hard is someone’s favorite aspect
of Math League.
“I like the challenge to my mathematical prowess," Haynes said.

"Even though it is hard, it is a great
way to test your skills. For those who
like and excel in math, it’s a great way
to put your skills to the test.”
The teams were relatively small
this year compared to years past so
Ms. Solari said she could use a few
more participants next year.
Here are the top performers for
Molloy on its four teams:
Advanced Math: Joseph Schauer, 93
points, Connie Zhao, 83; Justin Esposito, 83;
Dan Corridan, 82; Alexander Gliagias 81; Lucia
Lin, 81.
Algebra 2: Stephaney Umana, 37; Isabelle
Hart, 35; Brandon Ma, 32; Eduard-Noel
Kabigting, 31.
Geometry: Kyle Hoosein, 51; Anne Marie
Romain, 50; Calista Requijo, 42; Malik
Maitland, 41; Kayla Lewis, 35.
Algebra 1: Alexander Rezhets, 59; Robert
Rooney, 51; Rosario Troia, 46; Samantha
Madray, 37; Dan Babat, 37.

Lovelace is third in nation; girls basketball second in state

Senior Aryn McClure
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Senior Jared Lovelace finished
third in the triple jump at the New
Balance Indoor High School Nationals on March 13-15 at the Armory
Track & Field Center in Manhattan.
Lovelace jumped 49-feet-7.75,
which was six inches short of his best
leap this season.
Ja'mari Ward, a junior at Cahokia
High School in Illinois, won the event
with a jump of 51-7.75 and Marcellus
Fletcher, a senior at William Byrd
High School in Virginia, was second
with a jump of 50-10.25.
* * *
Christ the King defeated Molloy's
girls Varsity basketball team 62-55 in
the CHSAA Class AA State title game
on March 14 in Briarwood despite se-

nior Aryn McClure's 23 points.
Molloy (22-8) led 26-20 at halftime and 37-35 at the end of three
quarters but an 11-0 run by Christ the
King in the final period gave the Royals (20-7) the state title.
Molloy defeated Bishop Loughlin
45-38 in the state semifinals on Feb.
26 at St. Francis Prep thanks to a 7-2
run late in the fourth quarter. Molloy
was led by McClure and junior Emily
Peckham with 13 points each.
Molloy's girls Junior Varsity basketball team won both the Division I
Brooklyn-Queens and City championships and finished the season with
a 23-0 overall record.
Playing at home in both games,
Molloy beat St. Francis Prep in the

city semifinals on Feb. 25 and Christ
the King in the finals on March 1.
* * *
The girls Varsity swimming team
won its third consecutive CHSAA A
Championship on Feb. 1 at the
Nassau Aquatics Center led by its first
place 200 yard freestyle relay team of
sophomores Annabelle Anich and
Nicole Falcao, frosh Nicole
Swiatowski and junior Rebbeca
Markunas.
The Varsity girls were undefeated
in the dual meet season for the third
year in a row.
Junior Harry Ortof finished 18th
in the 500-yard freestyle at the New
York State Boys Swim Meet on Feb.
27-28 at Ithaca College.

