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MARCH 20
Picture retakes at Oakwood and
Yavne High School

• • • • • •
MARCH 27
Picture retakes at Main Campus

• • • • • •
MARCH 28-APRIL 8
Pesach Vacation

• • • • • •
APRIL 3
PTA Chol HaMoed Outing to
The Cleveland History Center
featuring the Crawford Auto
Museum and Grand Carousel

• • • • • •
JULY 2-AUGUST 10
Camp STEP 2018 Session

7:16

A king commanded his servant to construct for him a beautiful palace. His servant
complied and, in doing so, carved the king’s name in all that he created. When the king
entered the palace and observed that his name appeared throughout the palace, he
rewarded his servant by inviting him into his inner chamber. The Midrash teaches that,
similarly, when Hakadosh Boruch Hu instructed Moshe Rabbeinu to construct a mishkan,
Moshe did so meticulously and precisely, kaasher tzivvah Hashem es Moshe, as G-d
commanded him. It was as if every aspect of the mishkan bore Hashem’s name. Hashem
acknowledged Moshe’s sense of exceptional loyalty by inviting him into His inner
chamber, as the Torah records, Vayikra es Moshe, And Hashem called Moshe (Midrash
Vayikra Rabba 1,7).
Ksav Sofer expounds on this Midrash, indicating that unlike the typical builder who
understandably takes pride in his accomplished work, this servant completely subjugated
himself by transferring the focus of his accomplishments from himself to the king. Moshe
Rabbeinu’s sole objective was to advance the Name of Hashem – all of his
accomplishments were exclusively because it was commanded to him by Hashem. Thus,
he was invited to bask in the glow of the Almighty.
This Midrash is another reminder that we have been placed in this world and at this
specific time for a purpose. Why are we here? What are we expected to accomplish?
How are we fulfilling our mission to bring Hashem into our lives?
By infusing a sense of kedusha v’tahara, sanctity and purity into our hearts and our
homes, we will be taking a giant step in that direction. Moreover, our children must
receive that message at home and in school so that they embrace Yiddishkeit with
passion and pride.
In 1961 at the Hebrew Academy of Cleveland’s annual dinner, Rabbi Mordechai Gifter,
zt”l, Telshe Rosh HaYeshiva stated: “We are fully convinced that the crowning
achievement of Jewish life is the creation of the talmid chacham, the gadol b’Torah, the
Jew whose very life’s breath is the Will of the Almighty, revealed in the Torah.”
Our ultimate goal is for our children to realize that they are part of a Divine mission – a
growth oriented movement – the army of Hashem; and all that we accomplish is never
about us. It is about Hashem, kaasher tziva Hashem es Moshe, as Hashem commanded
Moshe Rabbeinu.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!

HAC 75th Anniversary Dinner
The crowd of over 800 guests who
attended the Academy’s 75th
scholarship dinner this past Sunday
evening appreciated the opportunity
to
celebrate
our
joint
accomplishments,
support
the
school and honor our esteemed
honorees. The capacity crowd filled
even the elegant and spacious
Landerhaven facility!
A special commemorative video was
produced for the dinner and it was
heartwarming to
watch
the
incredible impact the Academy has
had on lives for three quarters of a
century! The Hebrew Academy Boys
Choir, under the direction of Rabbi
S.Y. Mann, delivered a fantastic
performance!
Mazel tov to the numerous twentyfive year veterans who received a
trip to Eretz Yisrael. Mazel tov to
our faculty members for fifteen
years of service. Thank you to the
following people who ensured the
success of the dinner: Campaign cochairs, Mr. and Mrs. Harry M.
Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Reuven
Dessler, Mr. and Mrs. Amir Jaffa, Mr.
and Mrs. Mendy Klein; Hosts, Mr.
and Mrs. David Farkas and Mr. and
Mrs. Nati Klein; Rabbi Yitz Frank,
M.C.; New Image Photography;
Receptionists, Mrs. Esther Keller,
Mrs. Inna Manevich, Mrs. Malkie
Neuman, Mrs. Tzippy Raiz, Mrs.
Tracey Vaiselberg, Mrs. Sora Esther
Weimer and Mrs. Michele Weiss.
Special thanks to Rabbi Moshe
Marcovich, Rabbi Friedman and
staff; thanks to Rabbi Yitzchok Kahn,
Rabbi Newman and Mrs. Weimer for
their assistance with the choir.
Finally, thank you to our parents -our partners -- for joining and
celebrating with us. Your continued
support is integral to our success.
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Yeshiva Ketana
Our boys are traveling through Mitzrayim in their classroom preparations
for Pesach. Hagados are being masterfully created with many fun and
creative additions such as our third grade talmidim painting their green
bobble head frogs
together with their
Rebbeim, Rabbi Muken
and Rabbi Matitia.
Mazal tov to second
grade talmid, Yaakov
Ribiat who recently made a siyum on Meseches Avos in his
classroom. We hope Yaakov makes many more siyumim!

Junior High School
The Oakwood Campus had the zechus to host a special guest this
week, Rabbi Dovid Grossman, Rosh Av Beis Din of Bais Din Choshen
Mishpat. Rabbi Grossman spoke to the eighth grade boys about
practical halachic applications that come from the sugya of aish that
they are learning. The boys had an opportunity to share their broad
knowledge as Rabbi Grossman posed the questions to them. He was
very impressed!
He then proceeded to Rabbi Lichtenstein's class where he delved into the topic of bitul that comes up in kashrus as we
prepare for Pesach. The boys were very interested and we hope to continue the discussion with future guests.
Rabbi Sturman's class is continuing their 7:50 club with the boys arriving first to Shacharis daily. Their tefilah is a real
nachas to watch.

Kollel Ateres Nochum Zev
The winter zeman for our student-based Kollel Ateres Nochum Zev concludes today. We are happy to have a continued
impact upon our talmidim. On Sunday and Wednesday nights, many eighth graders take advantage of the Kollel’s
opportunities. On Mondays and Wednesdays, the Kollel is available to the Yeshiva of Cleveland talmidim. On Tuesday
nights, the seventh grades benefit from the Kollel. Thank you to all the Kollel members who have opened their homes
for Onegs on Friday nights.
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Girls Elementary
Last Sunday, Miss Rennert’s 6th graders broke into groups and worked hard to create
edible presentations to reinforce the lessons they are learning in halacha. Their
creativity wows us every time!
On Tuesday, the girls division held an assembly to commemorate the yahrtzeit of Sarah
Schenirer. We heard about how while Sarah Schenirer worked as a seamstress, she
noticed girls focusing only on their clothing instead of on Torah and mitzvos. She fought against the tide and committed to
start schools for girls. Mrs. Moerman, the principal of Yavne for many years, joined us for our assembly, and we realized that
Sarah Schenirer is not so far away from us. Sarah Schenirer taught Rebbitzen Kaplan, who taught Mrs. Moerman, who taught
many moros in HAC, who teach us! We are really part of a long and beautiful chain! Third grader, Faiga Nathan approached
Mrs. Goldbaum after the assembly saying how inspired she felt. She elaborated further, stating “I realized that Sarah
Schenirer did something very hard and if she hadn’t done it a lot of people wouldn't be frum today.”
Morah Levine’s first grade finished learning
the pesukim about briyas haolam (creation)
and they celebrated with a siyum that
included a food object for each day of the
briyah. Can you guess which day the black
and white cookies were for? How about
fruit by the foot? Big dipper candies?
Animal crackers? Our first graders can give
you all the details!
During the month of Adar, kriyah packets were given out. We were so
impressed with the amount of girls who worked hard and completed their
packets and they all enjoyed an ice cream party this week!

Yavne High School
In Beur Tefillah class with Mrs. Belkin, the 8th grade has been enjoying learning
about the importance and fundamental concepts of davening. In place of having a
test on the hashkafic topics they covered, the girls had an assignment in which each
girl had to imagine herself as a mother in the future and write a letter to her
daughter who is struggling to understand the ideas behind tefillah. The letters were
filled with personal experience, thoughts and feelings, and meaningful content based on sources. As part of this class, the
girls can choose to partake in a monthly kavanah challenge. We are proud that this past month more than ten 8th graders
succeeded in the challenge. While the girls understand that the true reward is the connection they are building with
Hashem, it always helps to have incentives. The girls really enjoyed being treated to an in school ice cream bar!
Thank you to Mrs. Esther Friedland for, once again, opening her home to her students for a
most enjoyable Oneg Shabbos last Friday night.
Yavne was invited to participate in a Student Showcase at the International Women’s Day
event sponsored by Key Bank and Accenture at the downtown Hilton. The girls who were
chosen by lottery to present their STEM projects were: Avigail Wolsh, Pesie Cohen, Rachelli
Zilber, Batsheva Miriam Altose, Hudy Sokol, and Devorah Leah Wilks. Thank you to Dr.
Altose who helped with transportation.
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General Studies Division
Environmental Science Field Trip
Our 5th and 6th graders went on a field trip to the Watershed
in Parma. The students participated in hands-on (literally)
activities learning about erosion, weathering, soil leaching, local
watershed areas, and what
a difference just a few
people can make. The
students were amazed at
innovative inventions like
water absorbent pavement which helps the
environment with urbanization. When cities grow
and overtake green areas
with pavement, rain water
has no where to go. Water
absorbent pavement allows
the water to drain instantly
into the ground below, simulating the natural green space and
not allowing for standing water, this pavement makes frozen
puddles or slick pavement a thing of the past. While meeting
curricular standards in Life Science involving interconnections
within ecosystems and also soil horizons, the students had an
educationally enriched field trip! Thank you to Mr. Shyken for
helping arrange the field trip. Thank you to the chaperones,
Mrs. Klein, Mrs. Fertig, Mrs. Goldish, Mrs. Bonnert, Mr. Bloom,
and to the teachers, Mrs. Blackburn, Mrs. Schabes, Mrs. Fink
and Mrs. Roberts who gave their morning hours to ensure this
trip happened!
The 6th Grade Boys Project with Mrs. Leclerc and Ms. Wolf
The 6th grade boys are working hard in their English Language
Arts classes integrating formal writing and research skills
referencing biographies of Gedolim. Each student has already
chosen a Gadol and is doing preliminary research, writing
extensively on the Gadol’s impact on the Jewish world, crafting
a timeline including important world events and historical
figures that lived during the lifetime of the Gadol, and will
employ technology to create a culminating presentation packet
that visually demonstrates what they have learned. Students
will also hone their public speaking skills by presenting their
work to their classmates and rebbeim. The boys are already
hard at work reading, researching, and outlining their first
drafts following the rubric provided. Parts from this assignment
may be incorporated into the graduation project at the end of
the year. Thank you to Rabbi Newman and Dr. Schwartz for
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creating this exciting
project
idea
incorporating
more
opportunities to learn
about our Gedolim
throughout the school
day.
Fun with Math
As was reported last
week, the students in
Mrs. Liebman’s fourth grade are using hands-on materials to
learn about fractions. What better prop than a pizza pie?
Pictured here is Malky Gutman using her “pizza” to solve
fraction equations.
Evidenced Based Practices and Monitoring at HAC
If you ask educators how we can raise student achievement,
you will likely get a variety of answers, each revealing the
personal preferences of the teacher. The Hebrew Academy
administrative team vision is to enhance student engagement
and measure success through evidenced based practices.
Evidenced based activities refer to any concept or strategy that
is derived from or informed by objective evidence. Teachers
strive to plan and direct all instructional events towards
completing the specific curricular unit goals in the most
productive manner based on objective data.
The Hebrew Academy is blessed with academic coaches, Mrs.
Nancy Soclof and Mrs. Michelle Spansel, who help teachers
keep continued focus on implementing and monitoring
evidenced based practices. Our administrative team regularly
collects and analyzes data on phonics and reading
development, reading comprehension, and mathematical
concept formation to assess not just how we “feel” we are
doing, but what data supports we are being successful with and
what areas need more focus and attention.
Our recent mathematics review by grade level has exceeded
even our lofty expectations. Our objectives include at least 85%
of all students achieving or meeting grade level norms. We are
closing in on this expectation and we have the data to prove it.
Our teachers are also benefitting from the data collection. The
clearer the areas of success and those that require more focus
are delineated, the more teachers can direct our limited
instructional time accordingly for maximum benefit.

| March 16, 2018

Early Childhood Division
Everyone is invited to our preschool to see our Pesach
learning! The children now know what is chametz and
some of the classes are even cleaning their kitchen areas
to set aside chametz. Many of our classes are also
cleaning their classrooms. They are taking toys out of bins
to make sure no chametz is there. They are spraying and
washing down tables, chairs, and cubbies. Some of the
children even made brooms to help them clean. We are
training young “cleaners” who will gladly help clean for
Pesach at home so we urge our parents to take advantage
of this skill and involve the children.
As the children review the story of yetziyas Mitzraim, they
are singing “eser makos,” avadim hayinu, and dayenu.
They are learning to recite the mah nishtana and some can
even say it in more than one language! The k’arah is a
favorite with the children, learning what is on it and why
each item is there.
While learning about Pesach, the moros integrate
numbers into their teaching, 10 for makos, 4 for four
questions and four sons, three for matzos, and 1 for Hashem.

They also
include
Science
in their
learning.
Morah Shoshana and Morah Shanie’s children did an
experiment after they learned that we dip into salt water.
They had several cups of water and then the children
poured different things into each cup, stirred, and then
observed what happened. Did the added item dissolve?
Did it change the color of the water? Did it make the
water cloudy?
We know that everything comes from the Torah and now
the children know that even numbers and science are
connected to Torah learning.
If anyone has any old pillow cases to donate to the
preschool or any old blankets, please bring them in. We
can use them.

Give & Get / HAC Coupons
New Vendor accepting HAC dollars before Pesach - The Velvet Box

Affordable fine jewelry in all price ranges. Come check out our new spring collection of jewelry in time for Pesach. We
now carry a gorgeous line of 14k gold children’s earrings all priced under $100. Call/text A. Scheinbaum 216-315-3605
for location, open hours or private appointments.
Attention Heinen’s Shoppers

Did you know every dollar spent at Heinen’s 1% of that could be donated to our school simply by registering your
preferred shopping card?
It's as easy as 1.2.3. Deb Peters our parent volunteer can assist you. It's not too late as the program is retroactive
from September 1-April 1! Please call Deb now 216-410-2330. Please don't let the school miss out! This process
takes less than one minute!
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HAC RAffle
Congratulations to raffle winner, Yavne alumna, Michal Goldman whose winning ticket was drawn at the recent Tribute

School Pictures
The picture packages for the Taylor Road Campus will be arriving soon. Class pictures will be distributed after retakes.
New dates for retakes are as follows: Oakwood Campus and Yavne will be on March 21 and March 27 for Taylor Rd.
Any student that wants a retake will need to give their original package to the photographer. Anyone with this package
will get a retake and the original package will be replaced for them. If they have a proof we will rephotograph them
and they will get a new proof. Students that were absent on picture day can pick up new order forms in the office and
give the paper form to the photographer on retake day or order online (using the following codes: Taylor Road
(WP087131Y1) Yavne (WP087234Y1) and OAKWOOD (WP087134Y1).
Any concerns after packages are received should be directed to jeanj@lifetouch.com.

Condolences to
Mrs. Yocheved Wylen on the loss of her sister, Mrs. Chana Tova Rubenstein, ע‘‘ה.

.המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Mazel Tov!


Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Clements on the marriage of Elisheva to Daniel Sherrington



Rabbi & Mrs. Yochanan Greenwald on the engagement of a grandchild



Mr. and Mrs. Jordan Gross-Richmond on the birth of a daughter



Mr. & Mrs. Menachem Kushnerski on the birth of a daughter



Mr. & Mrs. David Reich and Mrs. Aliza Cohen on the bar mitzvah of Benny.
Mazel tov to Dr. & Mrs. Zelig Schur.



Rabbi & Mrs. Tzvi Soffer on the birth of a son



Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Weinberg on the wedding of Berel Greenberg and Esther Schwartz



Rabbi & Mrs. Menashe Weiss on the birth of a grandson to Rabbi & Mrs. Aharon Meir Weiss
Mazel Tov to Dr. and Mrs. Shia Taub
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June 3rd between 1-4pm
Yavne Parking Lot
Children ages preschool through 6th grade.
$6 per participant. Additional Cost for Carnival and Food.
Forms must be received in the HAC main office no later than March 26th! We will not be able to accept
late entries.

Every participant will receive a Fun Run t-shirt and a prize.

Everyone gets a prize just for entering! Each division will have a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winner. Winners will
receive a medal and an additional prize.

Children will be divided by age/grade into divisions

The length of the race will depend on your age. One lap is the distance around the Yavne parking lot. Younger
children will run ½ of a lap and the older children will run 1 or 2 laps.

The fun run takes place during the PTA Carnival and BBQ. Please check the Chadashos the week before for each
divisions exact time slot.

T-shirts will be distributed the week before at school. Each family’s t-shirts will be given to the oldest family
member who has entered the fun run. Please come dressed in your t-shirt and sneakers and ready to have fun!

Hebrew Academy PTA

B”SD

FUN RUN JUNE 3rd, 2018
Cost: $6
Return form and entry fee to: HAC office or to your morning teacher

Applications with payment must be in by
Monday, March 26th
Registration open for kids Preschool through 6th grade (child does not need to attend HAC)
Divisions will be announced (Separate races for boys and girls)
First Prize * Second Prize * Third Prize
Parent (s) First and Last Name

Home Phone

Address

E-Mail

Child # 1 First Name

Child # 2 First Name

Father Cell Phone

Mother Cell Phone

T-Shirt Size: XS(2-4) S(6-8) M(10-12) L(14-16) XL 18-20

T-Shirt Size: XS(2-4) S(6-8) M(10-12) L(14-16) XL 18-20

T-Shirt Size: XS(2-4) S(6-8) M(10-12) L(14-16) XL 18-20

Child # 3 First Name

Grade

Teacher

Grade

Teacher

Grade

Teacher

Grade

Teacher

Grade

Teacher

T-Shirt Size: XS(2-4) S(6-8) M(10-12) L(14-16) XL 18-20

Child # 4 First Name

T-Shirt Size: XS(2-4) S(6-8) M(10-12) L(14-16) XL 18-20

Child # 5 First Name

T-shirts provided to all participants
Check or cash. No change will be given. Checks payable to HAC
For more information contact:
Sara Farkas (216)832-0851

