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Combined Bible Class on September 4th
Our next Combined Bible Class will be on Sunday,
September 4th, at 9:30 a.m. in the Multi-purpose Room of
Trinity’s Education Center.
Our special speaker for the 4th is our very own Pastor
David Leeland who will be leading us through a study on
the power and effect of God’s Word for our lives.
We will also learn more about the Bible Class he will
be starting on the next Sunday, September 11th, Reading Your Bible in One Year, which will meet in Room 209
every Sunday morning.
Here are the Scriptures we will focus on for our Combined Bible Study:

 Psalm 119:105 - 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. [ESV]

 Hebrews 4:12 - 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions
of the heart. [ESV]
 2 Timothy 3:14-17 - 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. [ESV]
 John 8:31-32 - 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are
truly My disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” [ESV]

 2 Peter 1:16-21 - 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He received
honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is
My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven,
for we were with Him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to
which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from
someone’s own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. [ESV]

We pray: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Reading Your Bible In One Year Emphasis and Bible Class
Our beloved Missouri Synod met in Convention
in Milwaukee this past July. One of the resolutions
passed by the Convention is to encourage all of our
members of the Missouri Synod to read through the
entire Bible in one year in commemoration of the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation (October 31,
2017).
We are offering several suggestions on how
you may want to follow through on this resolution
in reading your entire Bible in a year. Online, there
are many websites for reading the Bible in one year.
We suggest biblegateway.com, backtothebible.org,
oneyearbibleonline.com, biblica.com, or your own
favorite website with Bible app. The various ways to read your Bible in one year are historical, chronological,
Old Testament first then the New Testament, New Testament first then the Old Testament, or a mix of Old
Testament, New Testament, and Psalms and Proverbs.
These suggested websites will have you register online for daily readings sent to your computer or smart
device for you to read. You will select the translation you want to use and each day there will be a new set of
readings all the way till you have read the entire Bible in one year.
The One Year Bible Reading Plan we will be publishing and using in a Bible class is used by permission
from the International Bible Society and biblica.com. This reading plan will take you through the Bible with
daily readings from the Old Testament, New Testament and Psalms and Proverbs.
The Bible class, Reading Your Bible In One Year, will start September 11th and be led by Pastor David
Leeland. The Reading Your Bible In One Year Bible Class will meet in Room 209 during our normal Sunday
School and Adult Bible Class Hour from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. on Sundays.
The Reading Your Bible In One Year Bible Class is designed to support and encourage you in your journey
through the Scriptures. It will be a spiritual journey from Genesis to Revelation! Through your daily readings,
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will meet you in His Word. You will get to know Him and our Heavenly Father
in deeper ways by the powerful working of the Holy Spirit.
So come join the fun, the fellowship and the faith journey that Reading Your Bible In One Year offers you
as you draw near to Jesus and experience His grace and encouragement for your life in His Word.
To register for this class, please send Pastor David an email at dleeland@trinitydt.org.

Coalition for Life’s Walk/Run for Life
The Coalition for Life’s Walk/Run for
Life will be on Saturday, September 10th.
The funds raised from this walk will be
used to keep the Coalition’s Mobile Crisis
Pregnancy Centers on the road. The Big
Blue Bus is parked next to the Planned
Parenthood Center of the Gulf Coast six
days a week and the Baby Blue Bus two days a week at the Texas Ambulatory Surgical Center in Houston.
Please consider supporting this pro-life mission that has seen over a 90% success rate in the Big Blue Bus
and a growing success rate on the Baby Blue. Our member, Jan Case, will be participating in the walk/run.
If you would like to sponsor Jan or find out more information about the walk/run please call or email her at
281.392.5899 or jcase001@gmail.com. You can also visit www.houstoncoalition.com for more informatiom.
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Trinity Lutheran School...Downtown

“Inspiring and empowering students with a Christ-centered education since 1879.”

Believe.....And Be Utterly Amazed!
“Look at the nations and watch and be utterly amazed. For I am going to
do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.”
Habakkuk 1:5
Based on the words of Habakkuk 1:5, our 2016-17 school theme is Believe
and Be Utterly Amazed. What an exciting time to be part of the ministry of Trinity
Lutheran Downtown. We have been blessed with wonderful students and families
both returning and new. We have a wonderfully dedicated and loving faculty and
staff both returning and new. Together this year we learn, grow, worship, and grow
together full of belief and amazement as we watch with astonishment God’s goodness
and all that He will do among us.

Kindergarten - 8th Grade Faculty and Staff

Caylie Babb
8th Grade

Micki Balog
K-8 Music

Dorothy Burroughs
5-8 Band

Lisa Cruz
Nurse

Michelle Davis
Pre-K 4-8 Athletics

Erich Eberts
7th Grade

Christine Eilers
3rd Grade

Reema Forster
Pre-K 4-8 Art

Natalie Gordon
2nd Grade

Alec Kemnitz
4th Grade

Jessica Kirk
1st Grade

Antoinette Latham
5th Grade

Matthew Meier
Head of School

Tilita Sandoval
Pre-K 4-8 Spanish

Lisa Schneider
Kindergarten

Kristin Smits
6th Grade
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Mighty Acts - Sharing Joy
“One generation shall declare Your works to another,
and shall declare Your mighty acts.” Psalm 145:4
Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people
now!
In a world filled with tragedy and bad news, crowded
with all manner of things vying for our attention, we have the
most amazing, joyful good news to share.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. Luke 2:10
There are so many ways for us to share the joy of the Gospel, in our daily personal lives and in our corporate
lives here at Trinity with the church, school, local outreach, and global missions. The news of salvation through
Jesus Christ is so big, does your heart leap for joy?
The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in Him, and He helps me. My heart leaps for joy,
and with my song I praise Him. Psalm 28:7
Christ Himself provided us with all we need to know to experience His complete joy.
I have told you this so that My joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. John 15:11
Through Mighty Acts we have already shouted with joy through our carillon and organ, and declared God’s
mighty acts through support of our wonderful, historic school and missions. The world needs to know the joy
of God’s love. Please continue your support and prayers as we continue this journey and joyfully share Christ’s
saving love with all people now!
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13

Trinity Women’s Club Fall Schedule
We will meet on Tuesday, September 13th, at 7:00 p.m. in Room 124 to learn
about the German immigrants from Russia and to discuss the activities for the rest
of the year, officer elections, and fundraising. Your attendance is needed! Elizabeth
Stoerkel will have the opening devotion and Marilyn Clark will have the closing
prayer. Marilyn Clark and Marjorie Schroeder will be the hostesses. Refreshments
will be served starting at 6:45 p.m. Contact Elizabeth Stoerkel at 281.463.3171 if child
care is needed. Members are reminded to bring their LWML mites, hotel toiletries for
the homeless ministry, and Good Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes toiletry items.
Our monthly visit/devotion at the Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison
Street will be on Wednesday, September 7th, at 10:30 a.m. Contact Bea Uhl at
713.864.4919 for more information. The LWR Quilting Group will meet on Tuesday, September 20th. Contact
Thelma Deterling at 713.643.5845 for more information.
Pastor Nelson Rodriguez, the Bayou City Zone Counselor, will lead our Bible study on October 11th. On
November 8th, we will watch the old Channel 13’s “Sunday Devotion” television show on Trinity’s 100th
Anniversary Celebration. The annual Christmas Party is on December 13th. Mark your calendars and join us
for fun and fellowship!
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The Doctor Is In! Sermon Series In September!
The Doctor Is In! We hear the radical call of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to follow Him and walk in
His way combined with His complete compassion for our total need for grace, mercy and forgiveness. Through
our readings in Luke during the month of September, we see the intensity and the tenacity of Jesus in searching
for and saving the lost, confronting those opposed to Him, and encouraging all who believe and trust in Him to
greater commitment and sacrifice because it all comes down to heaven or hell, eternal life with Jesus or absolute
separation.
As Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24: 23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely,
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He
who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. [ESV]
Here are our readings from the Gospel of Luke for September:
September 4th – Luke 14:25-35
September 18th – Luke 16:1-15
The Cost of Discipleship		 The Parable of the Dishonest Manager
Salt Without Taste Is Worthless
September 11th – Luke 15:1-10
September 25th – Luke 16:19-31
The Parable of the Lost Sheep		 The Rich Man and Lazarus
The Parable of the Lost Coin
The Doctor Is In! has given us all the opportunity for an extended stay with the
physician Luke who has taken us to our heavenly Great Physician, Jesus Christ, for the
blessing and healing of our hearts and souls. As we complete this expository series,
may you be strengthened in Christ Jesus and encouraged to share His saving love with
all people now! May we all keep inviting others to join us for an appointment with the
Doctor! To God be all the glory! Amen.

40 Days For Life
Houston Coalition For Life invites
you to participate in their twentieth
40 Days For Life, September 28th November 6th, 2016. Pastor Black
has selected Tuesday, October 4th, as
Trinity’s day. You are invited to join
Pro-lifers from around Houston and
over 250 locations internationally in
one of the most peaceful and effective
ways of bringing about an immediate
result of saving lives from abortion.
Two hours of your time could help
save a life and you don’t have to
say a word except in prayer. Please
prayerfully consider volunteering
two hours of your day on Tuesday,
October 4th, for this powerful mission.
Call or email Jan Case, 281.392.5899
or jcase001@gmail.com.

2016 GOVERNING BOARD
Dag Calafell
Kim Davis (Vice Chair)
Delvin Dennis
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bo Hopmann
Kevin Juergen (Elder)
Steve Maynard (Chair/Elder)
Jean Minsch (Secretary)
Joshua Rodriguez (Elder)
Dave Weinhold
Minutes of the Governing Board are available to
our members at the Welcome Center.
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Memory Matters
Many of us have concerns about our memory and cognitive function as we
age. There are also frequent articles, discussions and news reports about memory
loss and cognitive decline, which many of us find frightening and worrisome. This
is only one of many articles I have on this subject and you may see more information
in our future newsletters. This one is only a short discussion on this subject and contains
basic information.
Orli R. Etingin, MD, of Weill Cornell Medical College, reports that many of her patients
notice a decline in their memories, most commonly in their early 50s. Many fear
Alzheimer’s Disease (AD), especially if they have seen a family member affected by
it. Four of my close female relatives (two grandmothers, one aunt and my mother) had
dementia (not AD) and I have grave concerns when my memory fails, even over simple issues.
I had lunch with a friend recently and I got anxious when I couldn’t remember the name of someone we both
knew, although I haven’t seen this person in months. At least she had difficulty also (and she’s 10 years younger
than me), but the name did come to MY mind by the end of our conversation. WHEW!
According to this article, since more people are aging healthily into their 80’s and beyond, we are seeing a
greater portion of our population developing some form of dementia. So, how can you tell if you or a family
member is affected by early dementia, or if the memory loss is “normal” and age related or may be due to a
physiological cause?
Common symptoms of “normal” memory loss include difficulty word finding, problems with name
recognition or simply losing one’s train of thought. These symptoms can be related to menopause, and/or lack
of quality sleep, but also, they often may be attributed to the constant distractions and interruptions that come
from cellular and handheld devices. These distractions clearly prevent us from laying down memory, and they
require multitasking, which is generally detrimental to remembering thoughts and ideas.
Now, the signs of abnormal memory loss that indicate the possibility of early dementia include forgetting
things like family members names or birthdays, the inability to perform tasks that were previously familiar, or
recurrent misplacing of items like wallets or keys, especially in odd locations such as the refrigerator. Another
sign of dementia can be forgetting the function of commonplace items, such as a cooking pot or a toothbrush.
The good news is that simple memory testing or neurocognitive tests can usually differentiate “normal”
memory decline from pathologic memory disorders. In most cases, this leads to reassurance, less stress over
the symptoms, and actual symptom improvement. There are qualified physicians in our area who are trained
specifically in “memory matters.” Most physicians can help with referrals to the proper specialist, so talk to
your physician if you have concerns – testing can ease fears of “what if” and provide information you can
act on. In the cases of true dementia, these tests become a benchmark to follow and enable patients and their
families to prepare for the future. It is important to be aware of changes in how your brain is functioning, but
REMEMBER, undue worry can make symptoms worse.
(Source: WOMEN’S HEALTH ADVISOR, volume 156)

“Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.” Psalm 12:18
Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse

Thanks for the Diapers!
A huge thank-you to everyone who donated diapers for the Coalition For
Life. They were thrilled with how many we collected! You made some new
mothers very happy!
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
I am thinking of two men of faith,
members of Trinity, father and son,
always in worship with their family,
men of prayer, and men with a passion
for Jesus. The father died a year ago
and we celebrated his home-going in
Jesus. The son just died, a year to the
day his father died, and we celebrated
his home-going in Jesus, a year to the
day we celebrated his father’s. These
two men of faith are Roy Hansen, Sr.
and Roy Hansen, Jr.
If you were to ask me what made
these men so significant that I would
focus on them in this Prayers and
Promises, I would probably answer
that on the human scale, the public
might not have noticed them. They
weren’t on the cover of any magazine, nor were they in the headlines of any newspaper. But what they were
that escaped the notice of the greater public was so very evident to their family, their friends and to their church
family here at Trinity.
They were men of faith! First, last and always, they were men of faith!
I hear the words of Joshua echoed through their lives: 14 Now therefore fear the LORD and serve Him in
sincerity and in faithfulness… 15 … choose this day whom you will serve… But as for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD. [24:14-15; ESV]
Men of faith set the example for their families. Men of faith walk in humility. Men of faith are servant
leaders who lead with the self-sacrificing love of Jesus. First, they are loved by Jesus, and then, they serve
through His love.
That’s a tall order! The research shows the impact of fathers serving their children as men of faith. If we
would send our children to Sunday School and church for worship but we, parents, did not go, by the time our
children are in high school, only 4% would have an active faith. If we add mom into the mix of going to Sunday
School and church, this increases to 14%. When we add dad into the mix with mom and children, the increase
is 40% to 54% of our children having an active faith just by having dad show up and be there.
Men of faith are the standard bearers for their families. Men of faith give approval more by what they do
than by what they say. Their actions prove their words are true. And when men of faith are supported by women
of faith, the blessings to their marriage and to their children and to their extended family overflows.
Such faithfulness flows out of our relationship with Jesus. It flows from knowing and experiencing His
love and grace, and His forgiveness and renewal for our hearts and minds by His Holy Spirit. Such faithfulness
flows out of a deep humility and submission to the will of our Heavenly Father that His plans and purposes for
our lives would be fulfilled to His good and glory through Christ our Savior. Our daily reading, pondering, and
praying through the Scriptures combined with our weekly worship and Bible study feeds and strengthens our
hearts and our relationships in the LORD.
I don’t think Roy, Sr. or Roy, Jr. ever asked the question of how they wanted to be remembered. They just
went about their lives living out their faith!
Yet, we can ask this question of ourselves, how do we want to be remembered? May each one of us be
remembered for the love and laughter, the hugs and good humor, and especially for the faith we shared and lived
in Jesus. To God be all the glory. Amen.
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Flu Vaccine Clinics for TLC, TLS, TLEC
Dates and Times:

Sunday, September 25 in Room 121
(Located in school hallway near Reisner St. entrance and gymnasium.
Signs will be posted.)

Monday, September 26, 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. in Church Foyer:
(Please enter Church Foyer through the Houston Avenue church
entrance (triple glass doors). You may not enter through the Reisner
Street entrance by the gymnasium. Signs will be posted.
Cost: Payable by cash or check. No Credit Cards will be accepted.
1. FLU SHOT - $25.00

2. TdAP - $50.00 [Tetanus, Diphtheria, A-cellular Pertussis
(whooping cough)] If you have not received this vaccination
within the last 10 years, it is highly recommended that you receive this immunization. Check with your
physician!			
Remember: You must make a reservation. Sign up sheets are located in the school hallway near the
gymnasium, Church Foyer, Narthex and in the Early Childhood Center near the School Nurse’s office. You may
also call Lisa Cruz, RN at 832.301.3100 to make a reservation. It is imperative that you reserve your “spot”;
Texas Vaccine Institute will accommodate only a small number of walk-ins.
The following insurance will be accepted, but you must have your card with you. No Medicaid will be
accepted.
1. Medicare
3. United Health Care
2. Blue Cross/Blue Shield PPO (Texas)
4. Aetna TRA
If you have any questions please contact, Lisa Cruz, RN.

Ladies Circle Ministries - September 1
The Ladies Circle will meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday, September 1, in the Mary
and Martha Fellowship Hall. Our Christian Growth program will be presented by
Sherry Johnson, who will share highlights of her recent mission trip to Tanzania.
Following the meeting, a potluck covered dish luncheon will be served,
honoring birthdays of July, August and September, with special recognition for
Lucile Finn, the oldest member of Trinity congregation whose 100th birthday will
be September 23.
Entertainment during the lunch hour will be provided by “Grandmas’ Boyfriends
Barbershop Quartet.” All are welcome. Come to the meeting and stay for lunch, or
come for the lunch and entertainment. Bring along a friend.
For more information about the Ladies Circle and its ministries, please call
Ethelene Marshall, president, at 713.849.9266, or email to ethelenem@sbcglobal.net.
Additional dates to remember:
•
•

Wednesday, September 21 - 10:30 a.m. - Devotions at Highland Park Care Center; 2714 Morrison St.

Saturday, October 1 - 9:30 a.m. - LWML Bayou City Zone Fall Rally hosted by Fishers of Men Lutheran
Church, 2011 Austin Parkway, Sugar Land.
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Trinity Prays! A Prayer for Families as School Begins!
I was welcoming students and parents to our School one morning seven years ago when one of our school
parents asked me to write a prayer for his family. Below is that prayer that is given to you with the hope that
you will receive more of Christ Jesus’ power, peace and presence in your life as you lift your hearts up to Him
in prayer.

A Prayer For Our Family
Heavenly Father,
Bless and strengthen our family with the grace and love of Your Son Jesus;
Bless and strengthen our family with the power and peace of Your Spirit;
Bless and strengthen our family with health of body, soul and spirit;
that we may love You and each other more fully and serve You and each other more joyfully every day.
Bless and strengthen our family with Your wisdom and guidance that we may continue to grow with
greater faith and hope in Jesus as our Lord and Savior knowing that You are working all things out
for Your good and glory in our lives.
Bless and strengthen our family that we may trust and depend on You in all circumstances, situations
and relationships to bring forth that which is best in Your unfolding plans and purposes for our lives.
May Jesus be first in our lives always, may Your Holy Spirit deepen us in Christ daily,
and may Your glory rest upon us to rescue, redeem and restore us in Your love.
And, may You give us the blessing of peace and joy to share Jesus with others
that they and their families may also receive the blessing of Christ in their lives.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Bill Fischer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Kevin Juergen. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Steve Maynard.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Joshua Rodriguez. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

bfisch@aol.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
kevin.nitajuergen@yahoo.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
smaynard@durwoodgreene.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
joshrodriguez@hotmail.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

713.827.8664
713.868.4813
281.799.9600
713.861.4046
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“Breaking Good: Repentance as a Way of Life” - Led by Jim Cleary’s Team - Room 233 (Begins 9/11)
Breaking good is the opposite of breaking bad. It means to embrace God’s way of seeing and living. It means
to go all-in for Jesus and to live life the way He wants us to. This class will be about repentance: real bloodand-guts repentance that starts with a broken heart and produces a radically new way of thinking and acting;
repentance that permeates every aspect of our lives; repentance that prepares us to live as citizens and agents
of the kingdom of God in this rebellious world; repentance as a practice and a process that is integral to
following Jesus every day. This will be a book-based, discussion-oriented class.
“Defending Your Faith in the World” - Led by Justin Schilke’s Team - Room 206
Around every corner, it seems like we, as Christians, are under attack: in politics, at the workplace, and even
in the home. In this study, we’ll look at how we are attacked based on current issues in the world, and how
we as faithful Christians can address them using natural law and scripture to witness to others and protect
our consciences.

“Faith Discovery” - Led by Pastor Michael Dorn - Room 123 (Begins 9/11)
Class for persons considering membership in Trinity Downtown and for those wanting to review Christian
doctrine.
“Galatians” - Led by Pastor Paul Dorn’s Team - Room 234 (Begins 9/11)
“The Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Galatians: a book of the New Testament which explains in no uncertain
terms that it matters what we believe and do. It addresses the issue of our freedom and responsibility as
Christians. It’s a book that Luther, in so many words, once described as his “beloved.”

“Reading Your Bible In One Year” - Led by Pastor Leeland’s Team - Room 209 (Begins 9/11)
This Bible class is designed to support and encourage you in your journey through the Scriptures. It will
be a spiritual journey from Genesis to Revelation! Through your daily readings, our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ will meet you in His Word. You will get to know Him and our Heavenly Father in deeper ways by the
powerful working of the Holy Spirit through the Word!
“Study of the Book of Acts” - Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - Room 201 (Begins 9/11)
ACTS is the story of how the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ grew from a small group of uneducated people
hiding from the Jewish religious leaders and spread throughout the Western world into Rome, the center of
that world. As told by Luke it begins with Peter at Pentecost and then follows the travels of the reformed
Pharisee, Saul/Paul.

“The Book of Revelation” - Led by Christian Messa’s and Josh Rodriguez’s Team - Room 211
The Book of Revelation. It’s been called mysterious, puzzling, and frightening. Some people say it’s not
worth reading. But why would Jesus’ last word to His people be so irrelevant and unpractical? Could
there be more to this final message than we realize? It’s time to discover the inspiring, down-to-earth, and
meaningful message of a misunderstood book of the Bible. We will follow along in Michael W. Newman’s
book Revelation: What the Last Book of the Bible Really Means as we try to better understand and grow from
the practical teaching of the last book of the Bible.
Kids Bible Time/Youth Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Age 3 through 3rd grade meet in Kids Park (Mary/Martha Hall in basement) for opening
Pre-K (ages 3 and 4) - Basement Nursery Room
K - 3rd Grade - Basement
4th-5th Grade - Room 207, 2nd floor
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6th-7th Grade - Room 208, 2nd floor
8th Grade Confirmation - Room 124
9th-12th Grade - Underground Student Center (basement)

Continued on next page

Adult Midweek Bible Studies
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Class will resume meeting weekly on September 6, the day after Labor
Day, in Room 205 at 10 a.m.

On September 6 and 13, the class will be viewing the remaining DVDs in “Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis”
from the Institute of Creation Research (ICR). Beginning with September 20, the class will begin the study of
the Gospel of St. Luke.
For more information, please contact Audrey Black at dgb32@att.net or 713.782.6307.
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “A Work in Progress”
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Room 205 - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black

TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Walking with God in the Desert” - Meets 2nd and 4th Fridays at 7:30 p.m. - off site. Contact
Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or 832.389.8998 for more information.

Governing Board Nominations
Mark your calendars now for our Annual Congregational Assembly which will be
held on Sunday, November 6, at 12:15 p.m. In addition to the regular reports, there will
be an election to fill positions on the Governing Board and Nominating Committee.
Nomination packets are available at the Information Desk in the Foyer. The
deadline for all nominations is noon on Monday, October 3.
Positions available for the 2017 Governing Board include one Elder position
and two Non-Elder positions. Current Board members with terms expiring on
12/31/2016 are Kevin Juergen (elder), Jean Minsch and David Weinhold. All three
are eligible for re-election. Board members with terms that don’t expire this year
are Dag Calafell, Kim Davis, Delvin Dennis, Bill Fischer, Bo Hopmann, Steve Maynard (elder), and Josh
Rodriguez (elder).
Positions available for the 2016 Nominating Committee are five regular and two alternate members. Current
Nominating Committee members are Jim Baccus, Kristin Fischer, Cynthia Roney, Elizabeth Stoerkel, George
Sacaris, Justin Schilke, and Eric Vandenberg.
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2016 Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Convention
Impressions by Pastor David Leeland
As a voting Pastoral Delegate to Synod’s Milwaukee
Convention, here are some of my impressions about our Synod
and about the convention itself:
First of all, our Lord Jesus Christ is truly Lord of the whole
Church on earth of which the Missouri Synod is a part. His
Lordship and leadership by the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit were quite evident throughout the Convention especially
in how the more sensitive issues were addressed, worked
through and decided by the Convention.
The following is a list of my impressions of the Convention
and what I most remember that would be important to our
congregational life:
1. It took a significant portion of every day to elect people to the various boards and committees of
Synod. My methodology for voting was to carefully read the bios for each candidate, to note how many
nominations each candidate received, to see who were the incumbents, to take into consideration what
region of the country they were from in relation to regional boards and to choose those who seemed to
really want to carry out the Great Commission to share the saving love of Jesus Christ with all people
now. I can share with you that almost all of the people selected for a position fit the criteria for how I
voted.
2. Outreach to Muslims in America and around the world is to be strongly encouraged by our Synod,
Districts and congregations. Specific resources to facilitate this are to be developed and effective models
of ministry are to serve as examples of what may take place in outreach to Muslims.
3. Mission trips and mission teams as well as school chapel projects are and remain under the direct control
of each congregation. Coordination with Synod Missions is encouraged and recommended but not
required.
4. Church planting is recommended to be a priority of all the congregations of Synod.
5. The use of a new evangelism program, Every One His Witness, is encouraged for Synod wide use in
strengthening personal evangelism skills and developing congregational evangelism ministries.
6. In honor of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 2017, all members of Synod congregations are
encouraged to read through the entire Bible in one year.
7. In honor of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 2017, Bible Study of the Augsburg Confession
and of Luther’s Large and Small Catechisms is to be encouraged among our congregations.
8. The Concordia Universities respective Boards of Regents will have their number increased by one and
that one will be appointed by the President of Synod. That member’s vote will carry the weight of a
member of the Board and will not have an overriding authority. There were a number of issues referred
back for further study and clarification.
9. The role of certified Lay Deacons with regard to Word and Sacrament ministry was clarified. All Lay
Deacons now serving in Word and Sacrament ministries are to seek ordination through the various
avenues that the resolution stated. No current ministries will be terminated. Those Lay Deacons in
need of financial assistance will be assisted. Also, the need to use certified Lay Deacons in emergency
situations for Word and Sacrament ministry was still considered legitimate, acknowledging that new and
different situations will arise as well as present situations persist. The use of certified Lay Deacons was
actually encouraged in all other areas of ministry (i.e., outreach, assimilation, education, care, visitation,
evangelism, etc.)
10. The Dispute Resolution Process for members of Synod came under intense scrutiny and discussion. A
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portion of the current process was found to be unconstitutional by the Commission on Constitutional
Matters. Their finding was confirmed in Convention. This resulted in throwing the whole Dispute
Resolution Process into question. The final resolution adopted by the Convention has the Chairman of
the Council of Presidents and the President of Synod needing to fully agree on any recommendations to
be acted on by Synod’s Board of Directors and that these recommendations need to be made within six
months. The recommendations adopted by Synod’s Board of Directors on behalf of the 2016 Convention
would then need to be ratified by the 2019 Convention.
11. The issue of congregations having Boy Scout packs or severing ties with the Boy Scouts has been
commended to each congregation’s study of Scripture, prayer and conscience.
12. There was a resolution passed that prohibits any LCMS congregation or pastor from providing for or
officiating any same-sex weddings or marriages ever.
13. Elements of a traditional Lutheran Liturgy were recommended as preferred components of a worship
service, yet the freedom for each congregation to design worship services in an appropriate manner to
reach people with the truth and purity of the Gospel was maintained. The essentials are the preaching of
the Gospel in its truth and purity and the right administration of the Sacraments.
14. The overall impression that I came away with was how active the leadership and Lordship of our Savior
Jesus Christ and the working of His Holy Spirit are in all the particulars of church life. The founding
principles of our beloved Synod were established under the Lord’s guidance and they have served us
well and continue to do so. So, where some might have thought the Synod did not do enough in a
certain area, or where some might have thought the Synod did too much, I saw the founding principle
of congregational autonomy and cooperation in things beyond the congregation as something the Holy
Spirit used to keep things in balance. In other words, the whole is greater than the sum of its parts and
where one part wanted to either greatly change or influence the life of Synod, the resiliency of the Synod
exerted itself.
15. Along with this, I want to note the servant leadership that I saw displayed by our Council of District
Presidents and the President and Vice Presidents of Synod. While I was never privy to their behind the
scenes conversations and discussions as various resolutions came before the Convention, I can say that
their combined servant leadership was evident in the public arena and blessed the Church at large and
especially the Convention by keeping the discussion on collegial terms and reaching amicable solutions.
In particular, I want to note the servant leadership of our Texas District President, Pastor Ken Hennings,
who also serves as the Chairman of the Council of Presidents.
16. And lastly, the final Convention Essayist, Rev. Dr. Berhanu Ofgaa, General Secretary of the Ethiopian
Lutheran Church, shared a very moving testimony of the power of our great God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, under the theme: Rejoice In Suffering! Pastor Ofgaa shared with us the story of persecution,
confiscation of property, imprisonment, torture and death that our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Christ
underwent in Ethiopia during the rule of the Communist government in the recent past. He asked us,
“What do you have left once all your property and possessions have be stripped away from you; what
do you have left once you’ve been imprisoned and tortured; what do you have left when your loved
ones have been killed and put to death? What do you have left? You have the special joy of Jesus! You
have the special joy of being found worthy to suffer for the name Jesus! Just like Peter and Paul, you
have the special joy of Jesus filling your hearts and souls in the midst of such torment and suffering!
You have Jesus and no one can take Jesus from you!” Pastor Ofgaa himself had been imprisoned, hung
upside down and tortured. The postscript to this testimony is that the Ethiopian Lutheran Church was a
Synod of 20,000 members when this time of persecution began. Under persecution, the church grew to
over a million members. And now that the church has experienced several years of peace under a new
government, the Ethiopian Lutheran Church today is the largest Synod in the world with 7.8 million
members. They are growing at an annual rate of 75,000 members a year.
May our gracious Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us all by His Holy Spirit and use us for the Father’s glory.
Amen.
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CHURCH REPORT

STAFF DIRECTORY

July 18 - August 21

BAPTISMS
July 24
Lincoln Ellis Gilmore

Senior Pastor

RELEASE
Arlene Faustermann and son, Roan

Pastor Michael P. Dorn.  .  .  . 713.229.2940

DEATH

Director of Caring Ministries

July 31

Pastor David A. Leeland.  .  . 713.229.2916

Roy Hansen, Jr.
REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 08/21/16
Actual Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,020,033
Budgeted Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,102,498

Lincoln Ellis Gilmore
AUGUST 21
Nathaniel Christopher Barboza

CHURCH
713.224.0684

TRANSFER OUT
Raymond Proske to St. John LCMS - Lincoln,
TX

MIGHTY ACTS UPDATE
Year to Date through 08/21/16
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,081,315
Pledged to Date .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,641,010
ORGAN FUND UPDATE
Year to Date through 08/21/16
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $358,169
Remaining Balance. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $233,785
SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
07/24
17
8
07/31
17
12
08/07
26
9
08/14
31
7
08/21
27
10

Adult
119
114
136
130
127

Total Offering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $193.88
SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
8:15 10:50
11:00
07/24		185
152
62
07/31		187
144
52
08/07		201
125
68
08/14		203
151
51
08/21		278
222
59

Total
399
383
394
405
559

Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black .  .  . 713.229.2917
Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2970
Dir. of Administration and Human Resources
Trinity Garrett.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2937
Interim Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2922
Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2962
Manager of Facilities
John Valdez .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2905
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2963
Host
Rollin Cattau.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.224.0684

SCHOOL/TLEC
832.301.3100
Head of School

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer
following the 10:50 and 11 a.m. services on
September 11, and plan to have lunch at the
Corner Bakery Cafe at 107 Yale Street.
In August the group enjoyed fellowship and
food at Spaghetti Western Italian Cafe.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are
invited to join us. For more information, contact
Jean at 281.550.4752.
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Matthew Meier .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3105
Director of Early Childhood
Dawn Melody .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3100

Joyfully sharing Christ’s
Saving Love With
All People Now!

SEPTEMBER 2016
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7

S
1
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4

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 AM Modern Worship

5

ALL OFFICES CLOSED
7:00 PM

11

12

18

19

25

26

8:00 AM Blood Drive
8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM Modern Worship (C)
11:30 AM Lay Leadership
Luncheon
12:00 PM 39 Club
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 AM Modern Worship

8:00 AM Flu Vaccine
Clinic
8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM Modern Worship (C)

Houston
Camerata

7:00 PM Houston
Camerata

7:00 PM Houston
Camerata

3:00 PM Flu Vaccine
Clinic
6:00 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing
Board Meeting
7:00 PM Houston
Camerata

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

9

10

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Ministries
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
5:00 PM David/Garcia
Wedding
Rehearsal
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

3:00 PM David/Garcia
Wedding

6

7

8

13

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

8:30 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry
6:00 PM IT MAT

8:30 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
11:00 AM Crochet Group
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
7:00 PM Women’s Club
Meeting

8:30 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
12:00 PM LWR Quilting
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry

8:30 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
1:00 PM Circuit #42
Pastors Meeting
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Women’s Club
HPCC
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

5:00 PM Villa/Escanilla Wedding
Rehearsal

2:00 PM Villa/Escnilla
Wedding
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline September 9th for articles to be published October 1, 2016.
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!

Blood Donor Sunday - September 11
Our final Blood Donor Sunday for 2016 will be held
September 11, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Rooms 212 and
214, 2nd floor. Sign-up sheets are in the foyer, narthex
and in the Modern Worship service so you can sign
up ahead of time and save a special spot. Our Health
Cabinet will be calling all of those who have donated in
the past to set up appointment times. Signing up ahead
of time gives us and the Blood Center a better estimate
of how many donors to expect and then they send out
the appropriate number of workers. This allows our
drive to run more smoothly. As always we will have
the double red cell and combination whole blood and
plasma machines available for those wishing to donate
that way. Both count for two donations.
REMINDER!! The minimum donor age requirement
to give blood is 16 years old with a parent’s permission.
Weight must be 122 lbs. (still 110 lbs. for 17 and older) and in general good health.
REMEMBER: one unit of blood can save as many as three lives as it is broken down into three components
– red blood cells, platelets and plasma. The Health Cabinet looks forward to speaking to each of you again so
anticipate the call.
May our Lord keep you healthy so you can continue to contribute the gift of life!
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