Kanoelani Taiko Group

April 29, 2016

The Kanoelani Taiko Group was started last school year. The students helped to make the taiko
drums out of buckets. We have twelve students this year. We meet every Friday after school and the
students learn how to play and perform different songs from Sensei Nakama. If you would like to
watch one of their performances, go to our Kanoelani Elementary School website at
www.kanoelani.org.
joined, I had fun and made A Lot of friends. I really
wanted to experience that again, so I joined this
year. When I joined, I really wanted to learn a new
instrument, like a taiko drum. I also wanted to learn
something about myself, and whether I will be good
at this instrument. Taiko class is a really good group,
and I am glad to be in it.

Brodie Iwasaki:
I joined the taiko group
because I wanted to know
how to play drums and
dance in the Japanese way. I
also joined to be in front of
people so I know what it
feels like to be on stage. I
wanted to learn how to dance and play the drums
because I thought that would be interesting and fun
to do. I am Japanese and Taiko is Japanese so I
thought it would match. I think taiko is really fun
because I can have experience with drums and
being on stage. I think other people in taiko are
having fun too because people are laughing, talking,
playing, smiling, and more. I think people that are
not trying will have fun because you can get on
stage, dance, play a drum, and have fun. Taiko is a
very interesting and fun thing to do!

Harly Rosal:
The reason I joined Taiko is
because it’s fun and it lets
me stay away from A+. And
my thoughts about takio was
that it’s fun and I like the
teachers their because they don’t care if you mess
up or not. These are the reasons why I joined taiko.

Tracen Iokepa:
I joined taiko because my mom wanted me to. I
think she
wanted me to
learn
something from
my culture
and she wanted
me to
perform so that
she could
come to watch.
It’s hard
work and I don’t
like
performing and
being in
the front of
everyone but this year’s song was easier to learn
than last year’s song.

Brandie Tanji:
I joined Taiko last year, and really enjoyed it. At first,
I just joined because I had
nothing to do on thursday,
but after experiencing the
class, I wanted to join this
group but in a different
reason. I wanted to join
because last year, when I
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exactly what I learned from it and it was really fun but
hitting the drum in taiko is very different from hitting
the drum normally.

Kameron Finney:
Why did I join taiko? I joined
taiko because I thought it
would be fun to try something
new and it turns out I was
right and even though we lost
a lot of people we still
preserved to go on and every friday we try to improve
everything so we can make it better then before.
Another reason that i joined taiko is because I
wanted to learn how to play the drums and that is

What do I want to learn from taiko? I want to learn
more songs to dance too and we have already
learned one new song and that was pretty fun and I
want to learn so more so at the end of my 6th grade
year I would know how to at least how to play a lot of
dances so those are the reasons why I joined taiko
and what I want to learn from taiko.

Rylee Abeshima:

Jewel Bormann:

I joined
taiko
group
because
I wanted
to learn
how to
drum. I
wanted to learn the music and
how to drum. I feel sad because I
won’t have the same friends and
will have to make new ones.

I thought that joining taiko would
be fun and interesting and may be
a new skill in my life. When I was
little I used to get buckets or
anything that I can bang on and
get chopsticks to use as my bachi
for taiko drums and pretend it was
a drum. I also joined because I
thought I
can
make
new
friends
and
having a
fun club
or a fun after school program
instead of going home and doing
boring school work. When I leave
this school next year I wouldn't be
able to practice taiko anymore
because next year I will be going
to middle school.

Karl Ramos:
I joined taiko class because I want
to have
fun and
perform
in front
of
people.
Also I
joined
this group because I want to learn
more about Japanese and also I
joined taiko because I got to
experience more about it.

Ken Hirohata:
I joined taiko because I thought it
was a good opportunity to learn
about my culture. I learned
leadership skills at taiko.

Kou Hirohata:
I wanted to join Taiko because my
brother was doing it so it looked
fun.I learned from taiko class that
there is different types of beats. I
wanted to learn more about the
Okinawan culture. I’m glad that I
chose something different.
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