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From the Principal
For my past two years as principal and five years as assistant
principal, I have worked with several seniors-to-be on the art of
writing a college application essay. Some students come to me
with nearly completed drafts while others appear with only a
simple thought. I often catch myself reminiscing about my own
experience in pursuing the college dream; the sleepless nights trying to make sure that
the thoughts in my mind made their way onto the typewritten paper in front of me. Yes,
that’s correct, typewritten. It is hard to believe, but most of our students have never
used a typewriter or had their dog eat their homework!
This past year, St. Monica Catholic High School embarked on a new adventure in
technology. Thanks to the generosity of donors, and the support of the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles, SMCHS was able to “pilot” a one-to-one laptop program with our
sophomores. Through the Mariner MacBook Program, every sophomore student was
issued a MacBook Air laptop to be utilized in classes and at home. The goal of the
program is to expand learning beyond the walls of our classrooms and the dismissal
time each day; to allow students to utilize online research tools, class-specific
educational blogs, and organizational tools to best learn the material in their classes and
prepare them for college and beyond. During the 2012-13 school year a new group of
students will participate in the program. Within three years, our goal is to have all
sophomores, juniors, and seniors participating fully in the Mariner MacBook Program.
We look forward to highlighting teacher integration and student learning in conjunction
with the 1:1 MacBook program in upcoming editions of the Ancient Mariner. Though
it is a costly endeavor that the school has had to partially fund, we believe that this is an
important investment in the future success of our students.
Past and present students and teachers have seen many advances in technology, from
ditto machines to typewriters to MacBook Airs. I feel very fortunate to be the principal
of a school that provides students with every opportunity to succeed. As we enter our
75th school year at St. Monica, let us appreciate the many opportunities made available
to us through SMCHS and let us
never forget the ways in which
this great high school has
influenced our lives and left a
lasting impression for years to
come.
Sincerely,
Alex Chacon
Principal
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A CIF Championship is always a highlight
of any school year. During the 2011-12
year this honor was won for St. Monica in
the sport of . . . swimming! Many of our
alums are probably asking the question
recently asked on Facebook: “Does St.
Monica have a swim team?” Well, after
two decades without the Mariners
represented in swimming, we have a oneperson swim team in the name of junior
Eugene Tee who competed for St. Monica
in the recent CIF Division 4 Finals. The
end result was a record breaking CIF
championship in the 200 meter individual
medley and another win in the 500 meter
freestyle. Congratulations Eugene on your
outstanding accomplishment!
Other Mariner sports news: The Football
team advanced to the 1st round of CIF
playoffs. Girls’ Basketball shared the
Camino Real League championship,
advancing to the quarterfinals of the CIF
playoffs. Junior Briana Harris was named
the league MVP and junior Melissa
Maragnes and sophomore Katrina
Balatico were named to the 1st team. Boys’
Basketball advanced to the 1st round of
CIF playoffs with juniors Jack Matsunaga
and Melvin Wilson earning 1st Team AllLeague honors. Nick Sands was elected to
the Camino Real All-League First Boys’
Soccer Team; Sang Choi, Vince Flores,
and Quinton Reed were elected as part of
the Camino Real All-League Soccer
Second Team. Girls’ Softball and Boys’
Tennis advanced to the first round of the
CIF playoffs and eight members of the
Track team qualified for the playoffs.
Paul Fisher advanced to the first round of
the CIF playoffs as a member of the Golf
Team. Congratulations Mariners on your
successes this past year!
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AcaDeca Three-Peat Championship!
On Saturday, February 4, 2012, the SMCHS
Academic Decathlon Team took home its third
division championship in the last three years! Not
only did the team receive a First-Place division win,
but they also won Third-Place overall with the
SMCHS AcaDeca Team winning 64 individual
medals.
The AcaDeca team resurfaced at St. Monica in 2009
after several years of inactivity. SMCHS history
teacher and AcaDeca Coach Jeremy Nelson began
the process of encouraging students to join the 200910 AcaDeca team despite their obvious disadvantage
due to inexperience.
Students trained hard
Coach Nelson hoists
the AcaDeca Trophy!
in the early morning
hours before school
Members of the 2012 AcaDeca team are honored at a special pep rally
to prepare for the
competition. In 2010, with the theme of The French Revolution, the Mariners began in the lowest
division, but quickly worked up the ranks after being awarded the Division 4 Overall and Super
Quiz championships. In 2011, the Mariners once again took the following top honors despite
being moved up to Division 3: Division 3 gold medal, team gold medal for the Division 3
Super Quiz; and 3rd Overall (out of 31 private/Catholic school teams) in the team Super Quiz
competition, this time with the theme of The Great Depression. Overall, the Mariners placed
4th out of 30 teams and received 44 individual and team medals! In the current year of 2012,
the Mariners advanced another level and competed in Division 2 with several wellestablished AcaDeca teams. The theme of this year’s competition was European Imperialism.
The AcaDeca team and their moderator Coach Nelson were recently honored at a special pep rally in the
school gym. We look forward to next year’s competition when the Mariners will compete at the Division 1
level with the theme of Russia.

John Angotti Concert
The St. Monica Catholic High
School community was blessed
to attend and participate in a
very special concert this fall.
John Angotti, one of our
country's finest Catholic
composers, shared his music
and message with the students
on October 5, 2011. The event,
a live-streamed webcast,
combined Angotti’s inspirational words with music from
his band that has played with top Catholic artists all over
the country. The Rainbow Riders, and select Rainbow
Rider alumni, also performed with Angotti in this church
concert. Angotti, married and father of two children, is
one of four adopted children who was brought up in a
strong Italian household where music was very important.
This event was an amazing opportunity for the SMCHS
community to be inspired by Angotti's gifts of music and
song that is truly praise and worship.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Members of the Rainbow Riders, under the direction of Mr. Ed Archer, perform with
Catholic composer, John Angotti
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The 2012-13
Associated Student
Body officers prepare
for their installation at
the Senior Assembly

On Campus
Student Service Initiatives Partner with St. John’s Hospital
SMCHS has been partnering with St. John’s Hospital for the past
several years through semi-annual blood drives and breast cancer
research fundraising efforts. This year, we expanded our affiliation
with St. John’s to include an additional fundraiser. The SMCHS Prom
Fashion Show played host to students, faculty, and Miss California
2012 in an effort to advertise prom and serve a worthy cause. Over a
hundred teachers and students gathered for the event, run by the
SMCHS Fashion Club. All ticket proceeds were donated to the John
Wayne Cancer Institute at St. John’s Hospital. In addition to featuring
prom fashions, two student clothing designers put their work on the
runway. Blake Van Putten ’12 and JC Romero ’12 premiered their
lines of sweatshirts and t-shirts as well as women’s fashions. The young
Marlee ’13 and Lukas ’13 are among
the dozens of student blood donors
men and women of St. Monica showed off the latest tuxedo and prom
during the semi-annual blood drive
fashions. Several teachers even made an appearance on the runway.
Special guest, Natalie Pack, Miss California 2012, was also a feature of the fashion show. In her
comments to the students, she shared the importance of seeking to accomplish whatever goals they have
for themselves in order to persevere in reaching great heights.

A student model shows off a
prom fashion

To Kill a Mockingbird and All Shook Up
The St. Monica Performing Arts Department once again
produced two diverse productions during the 2011-12
school year; the fall performance of To Kill a Mockingbird
and the spring musical All Shook Up. Congratulations to
the cast and
crews of both of
these outstanding
productions. The
consistent sellout
crowds at most
performances
were so inspiring
to the actors they
easily could have
performed for
another weekend.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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From the Office of Advancement
From the Alumni Office
We’ve had some great
alumni events since
our last Ancient
Mariner. The school
year started with our
first Young Alum
Casino Night, an
opportunity for our
younger alums to reconnect with old
classmates, press their luck on the tables,
and give back to their alma mater.
Proceeds from this inaugural event were
earmarked toward the St. Monica gym
renovation. Homecoming 2011 included
a Mariner Mingle honoring long time St.

Monica teacher, Mr. Dom Castillo. The
next day, Mariners from all decades
joined us on campus for the annual
Alumni Picnic, this year focusing on the
classes from the 40’s, 50’s, and 60’s.
Earlier this year, the second annual Meal
to Mentor a Mariner gave nearly 100
members of the senior class the
opportunity to meet with alumni to share
interests and gain some insightful
information as they ventured off to
college. Our Hall of Fame committee
met in early spring to make the important
decisions regarding who will be added to
the Distinguished and Athletic Halls of

Fame. In April, many Mariner alums
joined with the parish and high school at
the third SMCHS Annual Golf Classic.
As we end one year of alumni events and
begin another with the yearlong
celebration of our 75th anniversary this
fall, we hope even more Mariners can
meet, share their stories, and reconnect
with their alma mater. Watch for more
information about the 75th anniversary
celebrations on Facebook, in emails, and
in upcoming publications.
Diane Mayer ’73
Director of Alumni Relations

Jacqueline Le Ral Coons ’47, Inez Guerrero ’46,
Jerry Murray-Aaron Pusey ’45, Moyra McCarthy
Wilkins ‘41, and Richard Akerblom ‘48
Donald ’51 and Eileen Sarecky enjoy
the picnic

Top row: Nancy McNay Johnson ’62 and Dan
McNay ’67; bottom row: Judy McNay Fleenor ’60,
Carol McNay Johnson ‘64

Eleanor Perich Pakes ’42 visits with schools’
president, Thom Gasper

St. Monica Catholic High School

Everybody loves to look at yearbooks!
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President Thom Gasper leads alums on a tour of
the gym remodel
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Meal to Mentor a Mariner – Jennifer
Ogasawara Yamamoto ’98, Irma Rodriguez
Vargas ’72, James Dunn ’99, Michael Mayer
’73, Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson, Lionel Castillo
’81, Tina Woldum ‘99, Diane Mayer ’73,
Director of Alumni Relations, Blake Mayer
’03, Thom Gasper, president, Larnie Boquiren,
parishioner, Mark Verge ’85, Alex Chacon,
principal, Suzanne Verge ’81, Ashleigh
Renteria ’07, Jose Jimenez ’04

From the Office of Advancement
Harris Directory Project
We are in the process of creating the 75th
Anniversary Edition of the St. Monica
Catholic High School Alumni Directory.
The alumni directory is a wonderful way
to keep in touch with classmates and
friends. The school has again chosen to
work with Harris Publishing, the
publisher of our past five editions.

St. Monica Catholic High School Mission Statement
St. Monica Catholic High School is a coeducational, parish
high school that provides a college preparatory curriculum for
students of diverse abilities, cultures, and faiths. Guided by
gospel values, we affirm and respect the dignity of each
member of our school community. We provide a faith-based
education that values academic achievement and Christian
service. Our school family cultivates strength of character,
intellectual curiosity, and love of God and others. In
collaboration with parents and the parish community, our
mission is to graduate students who are inspired by faith,
intellectually enriched, and integrated as individuals.

The process has certainly been simplified
since the publishing of our last directory.
First, we feel that the information we are giving to Harris is
much more complete than in past years. Second, the process is
significantly faster than in the past, resulting in the receipt of our
directory in Winter 2013.
When you receive information from Harris Publishing, we
encourage you to use this opportunity to update your information
with St. Monica. While many of our alumni choose to purchase a
copy of the directory from Harris Publishing for their personal use,
supplying or updating your information is what is most important
to your alma mater.
If you have any questions about this process, please don’t
hesitate to contact the Alumni Office at (310) 394-3701 x1302.

Ancient Mariner
A MAGAZINE FOR ALUMNI, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF ST. MONICA CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Volume XXIX Issue 1

The Ancient Mariner is published two times a year by the Advancement Office.

facebook
Are you following us on Facebook yet?? If not, here
are some of the things you have missed: Videos on
the gym rededication; Junior, Eugene Tee’s CIF
championship individual swimming medley; the
SMCHS Annual Golf Classic; Dancing With Our Stars; Spring
Musical All Shook Up; MacBook Airs; and much more! Find us
on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/stmonicahs and be in
touch with the latest happenings at your alma mater.

Pastor
Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson

President
Thom Gasper

Principal
Alex Chacon
Director of Alumni Relations
Diane Mayer ’73
(310) 394-3701 Ext. 1302

Advancement Officer
Tara Miller
(310) 394-3701 Ext. 1303

We welcome submissions of articles, photos, news releases, birth &
wedding announcements and other updates. Please send items to the
school address, attn: Alumni Office or by e-mail to Diane Mayer at
alumni@stmonicahs.net
NEXT DEADLINE: The next issue of the Ancient Mariner is
scheduled for Fall, 2012. The deadline for submitting items for the next
newsletter is September 15, 2012.

Upcoming Alumni Meeting

The Ancient Mariner is sent bulk mail at a 3rd class rate. Delivery can
be expected within 10-15 business days from mailing. Therefore, the
delivery range to different parts of the state and country is variable.

Join us for the next Alumni Association Meeting: Wednesday,
August 15, 2012 at 6:30pm. Meeting takes place in the new
school’s boardroom in the high school west wing (from the
parking lot, first room directly north of the auditorium).

St. Monica Catholic High School

Summer 2012
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SMCHS young alums enjoyed a fun night
at the first Young Alum Casino Night.
Join us for the second annual Casino Night
on Friday, October 19, 2012!

1
2

3

5
4
7
1. Members of the SMCHS community joined
in on the fun after the football game
2. Chris Griffin ’99 and James Dunn ’99
announce a winning prize

6

3. Kaitlynn Damron ‘05, Matt LeBouf ’04,
Michael Dunn ‘04, and Robert Patino ’96
smile for the camera
4. Casino Night logo designed by Orlando
Ayala ’99
5. David Lockwood ’06, Ashleigh Renteria
’07, Kristen Kelley ’06, Jose Jimenez ’04,
and Athena Asklipiadas ’02 welcome
guests

8

6. Casino night guests try their hand at
blackjack
7. The craps table was a popular part of
Casino Night

9

8. Kathy Morozova ’01, Michael Pantoja ’02,
and president Thom Gasper try their hand
at craps
9. Siobhan O’Neill ’00, Thom Gasper, and
Chris Griffin ’99

Photos courtesy of Gabe Soufo ’06

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Members of the SMCHS Foreign
Language Department: Sergio Diaz,
Maura Diorio, Kyoko Ito, Dom
Castillo, and Tatiana Semnani

Dom Castillo

Memorable events from 1980:
Post-it notes were
introduced by 3-M

Mount St. Helens erupted

the Rubik’s Cube
became popular

John Lennon was
assassinated

r. Dominador Castillo came to St. Monica after an already
busy career. He received his bachelor degree in Spanish
and Philosophy from the University of Santo Tomas in the
Philippines and later came to the United States where he earned
his master’s degree in Spanish Linguistics at UCLA. He taught at
Pius X in Downey for four years, after which time he worked
with volunteers in need of language assistance through the Peace
Corp training program in San Francisco and Hawaii. The next six
years were spent at Bishop Alemany High School where Mr.
Castillo met future SMCHS teacher, Mr. Ed Archer and future
SMCHS Principal, Fr. Bill Brelsford. But in July of 1980, Dom
Castillo felt the desire to come west, joining the SMCHS foreign
language department. While he spent two summers teaching
Latin and one quarter in Business Math, he actually spent his
entire 31 years teaching Spanish to Mariner students!

M

St. Monica Catholic High School

Dom Castillo began working
at St. Monica Catholic High
School, beginning a 31 year
career as a member of the
SMCHS faculty.

Mr. Castillo remembers the decades (and the people in them)
fondly. The first person he met at St. Monica was Jim Dela Torre,
a fellow faculty member until Mr. D’s retirement in 2003.
Sharing early duties in the foreign language department were
fellow UCLA Bruin Cheri Blackburn and Sr. Mary Margaret
Mulgrew. Oktoberfest, the fall carnival, was a great memory for
Mr. Castillo and many Mariner alumni. He recalls that Fr. Bill
Brelsford, principal from 1980 to 1988 created the current faculty
lounge for the teachers as well as faculty lunches. Mr. Castillo
also remembers Sr. Cheryl Milner who instituted longevity
bonuses in an effort to retain faculty. The 80’s and 90’s were great
times for St. Monica basketball and he vividly recalls spirited
games with Coach Leo Klemm and some of St. Monica’s finest
athletes. The 90’s included the dawn of technology under
principal Tamara Martinez-Payne as well as the winning of the

page 8

www.stmonicahs.org

Ancient Mariner Magazine

Summer 2012

Mr. Castillo is joined
by his family and
Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson
at his farewell party

Classmates from the
80’s join in honoring
Mr. Castillo

Sr. Dennis McFadden
and Mr. Castillo

Mr. Rose,
Mr. Rod, and
Mr. Castillo

Dr. Steve Wickson, Cesar Diaz ’99, and Mr. Castillo

coveted CIF Football championship. The improvement of facilities and increased technology were a nod
to principal Thom Gasper in the mid 2000’s.
Mr. Castillo retired under the leadership of principal Alex Chacon who shared the following:
“Mr. Castillo is one of those teachers who Mariner alumni return to visit. Since he taught thousands of
Mariners over the course of his 30 plus years, every student has a special ‘Mr. Castillo’ memory. Whether
it was his infamous vocabulary tests, his classic Spanish movie selections, or his love of college basketball,
he connected with his students in a way they’ll aways remember! He will definitely be missed.”
During these years Mr. Castillo founded both the Nosostros Club in 1982 and the later the Asian Pacific
Club. Both of Mr. Castillo’s sons attended St. Monica, Dominic ’89 and Daniel ’94. A farewell party was
held after the 2011 Homecoming Game at a Mariner Mingle. Family members, former colleagues, and
students gathered to honor this legend of SMCHS, presenting him with a gold watch and memory book,
and wishing him the best that retirement has to offer!!

St. Monica Catholic High School
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The Alma Mater, Mariner Athletic
Hall of Fame, and the scoreboard
adorn the east wall of the gym

Mariner Gym
From the President
Dear alumni, family, and friends,
What a year it has been! We began the 2011-12 school year with an
optimistic, yet essential goal – to renovate our 64 year old gymnasium
in a few short months. With the support of a determined
administration, a diligent construction team, a flexible athletic
department, and an understanding faculty and
student body, this goal became a reality.
Along the way, in addition to the many physical modifications that were
being made, we wanted to engage the St. Monica Catholic High School
student body in this great piece of Mariner history. Several ‘webisodes’ were
created for our students, alumni, and friends to view the vast scope of work
that was taking place. Before the walls were reinforced with high-impact
drywall, we gave the student body, faculty, and visiting alumni the
opportunity to create a piece of history by writing on the ‘Mariner Memory
Wall’ at the Decades Class Picnic. Another highlight was the placing of a
Mariner time capsule in the bleachers under the new announcer’s table. On
December 7, 2011 the gym was unveiled to an excited St. Monica student
body that was truly invested in this monumental project.
A month later, on January 7, 2012, the official gym re-dedication took place.
What a great moment it was to see Mariners past, present, and future fill the
gym! Between the Varsity Girls’ Basketball victory against
Chadwick and the Boys’ Basketball, a nail-biting overtime win
against St. Anthony, those in attendance were given a video and
physical tour of the construction highlights. The presentation of the
new Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame was a great moment in Mariner
athletic history. The official blessing and re-dedication of the St.
Monica gymnasium by our pastor, Monsignor Lloyd Torgerson, was a
fitting way to end the re-dedication ceremony and begin a new
chapter of Mariner history.
We thank those who have joined us along the journey as supporters of
our school. We remain incredibly grateful to all who have made this
part of our dream a reality.
Thom Gasper
President
St. Monica Catholic Schools

St. Monica Catholic High School
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History of the St. Monica Gym
n January, 1945, the dream of a new gym
at St. Monica High School was fast
becoming a reality. Neighboring houses
were being town down, architect’s plans were
on display and money was being raised by the
parish and alumni. The first home basketball
game was held on December 20, 1946. With
movie star Pat O’Brien acting as master of
ceremonies, the Varsity Boys’ Basketball
team met the alumni with the “Ancient
Mariners” pulling off a 33-32 victory!
The first Girls’ Basketball game played
in the gym was on February 12, 1947
against Catholic Girls’ High with the
game ending in a tie. The year 1947 was
also the beginning of “Hi-Jinx”, a
longstanding gym tradition sponsored by
the Girls’ Athletic Association. On
January 5, 1948, the gym was officially
dedicated by Bishop Joseph T. McGucken.

I

During the past seven decades, the St.
Monica gym has been the scene of
countless basketball and volleyball games.
Gym highlights have included the ’56, ’79,
and ’91 boys’ basketball seasons when the
Mariners won the CIF championship. Pep
rallies, school assemblies, and masses are also
part of the gym’s renowned history. In the
early 1990’s, through the generous support of
Bill and Nancy Mortenson, numerous
modifications were made, primarily to the
locker and weight rooms in the basement. It
wasn’t until Fall 2011 that a much-needed full
renovation of the upper gymnasium occurred.
New acoustical treatment, lighting, sound
system, bleachers, retractable backboards, a
more secure balcony, and a video scoreboard
are among the changes. A lift allowing
handicap accessibility has also been added.
We are proud that the Mariner Athletic Hall of
Fame and beloved Alma Mater graphics were
designed and now adorn the gym walls. An
additional highlight is the new floor, bearing
the anchor and the helm, great traditions of
our Mariner history. A Mariner time capsule
was even built into the bleachers to share with
Mariners far into the future! The final event of
the re-dedication ceremonies was the hanging
of a wooden cross made from the original
wood floor followed by the singing of the
Alma Mater... to the green and gold, all hail!!

St. Monica Catholic High School

page 11

www.stmonicahs.org

Ancient Mariner Magazine

Summer 2012

Mariner alums sign the
memory wall during their
class picnic

Mariner Gym
Construction Highlights

Sound – Long standing sound issues have
been minimized with the installation of
insulation and Tectum® acoustical panels.
The former center-mounted cluster of
speakers was replaced with a new AV
system that includes multi-directional
speakers mounted throughout the gym,
wireless microphones, MP3/iPod capability,
and sound mixing and control features.

Floor – the original 64 year-old floor had
been sanded to maximum capacity. The
subfloor had eroded in many areas,
creating dead spots. The subfloor was
repaired, a leveling layer of plywood was
added, and a new maple floor was
installed and then custom painted with St.
Monica logos and court lines.

St. Monica Catholic High School

Bleachers – Worn-out wooden bleacher
surfaces were removed. The underlying
structure was reinforced and covered with
long-lasting composite material. The
front risers were protected with green
powder-coated textured metal to endure
the spirited activities of excited fans!

Walls – The east gym wall was reinforced
with epoxy and both the east and west
concrete walls were furred to hide the
electrical, sound, and video components
necessary for today’s technological needs.
The walls were also reinforced with highimpact drywall, allowing for a safer
playing experience and reduced sound
reverberation.
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Spirit Balcony and Storage – A new
two-story storage facility safely secures
equipment, freeing up the balcony to
enhance spectators’ experience. A new
safer guardrail system including a custom
glass feature, full-length counter-top,
seating, and hospitality space provide a
safe and spirited place for Mariners to
enjoy.

Scoreboard installation – A new video
scoreboard, personalized with St. Monica
logos, has the capability for pictures,
animation, and brief replays.
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The Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame was officially unveiled during the gym re-dedication.
While the members of our Hall of Fame were previously honored at the 2008 and 2010 banquets,
the following honorees were on hand to celebrate this significant moment: The family of
Matthew Bambrick ’93 (below left), Leon Wood ’79 with Msgr. Torgerson (below middle),
Mike Wagner ’89, Leo Klemm and Adrian Klemm ’95
(right) and representatives from the 1970 and 1971 AAU
Girls’ Volleyball Prep National Championship teams.
Student Ambassadors filled in for Earl Duncan,
Marcellus Wiley, Coach Tim
Layana, and Jason Matthews.

Want a piece of Mariner history?
Wood planks and crosses made from the original gym floor are available at the
following prices and sizes (all sizes approximate):
Individual Planks – 6 to 8 inches - $35
Small Cross – 8 x 13 - $100
Medium Cross – 9 x 15 - $125
Large Cross – 11 x 17 - $150
All gym floor pieces come with the following plaque:
ST. MONICA CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
ORIGINAL GYM FLOOR
DEDICATED 1/5/1948
Contact the Alumni Office at (310) 394-3701 x1302 or alumni@stmonicahs.net for more information.

We need your support!
We are still in need of funding for both the upper and (planned) lower
gymnasium renovations. While all the money necessary for the
gymnasium has not been raised, school leaders felt it was necessary to
go forward with this project. From an admissions/viability standpoint,
the school could no longer wait to begin construction on our only
athletic facility.
We ask all friends of St. Monica to assist us in funding both recently
completed upper gymnasium enhancements as well as the anticipated
comprehensive remodel of the lower athletic facility which will
include modern locker rooms, weight facilities, a team room, and
training/coaching facilities. Contact the Advancement Office at (310)
394-3701 x1301 for more information.
Help us create a proud home for the Mariners of today and tomorrow!

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Recipients of the Mariner Hall of
Fame will receive awards similar
to those presented in 2010

Hall of Fame
St. Monica Catholic High School has announced the 2012
honorees to the Distinguished Mariner Hall of Fame and the
Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame. Through a nomination process
open to all SMCHS alumni, the following individuals were
chosen. The recipients will be honored at the Hall of Fame
Dinner and Induction Ceremony on Saturday, September 29,
2012 on the St. Monica Campus.
The 2012 recipients of the Distinguished Mariner Hall of Fame
are: Sr. Michaeline Mary Falvey, SNJM, principal from 1965 –
1976 and George Centeno ’71.
Sr. Michaeline served as principal of the Girl’s
School from 1965-1970. She then served as the
first principal of the combined boys’ and girls’
schools at St. Monica Catholic High School in
1971. Her total tenure was from 1965 – 1976.
Sr. Michaeline was a guiding force in a
transitional time at St. Monica, leading
SMCHS into the co-educational era.

Norm Lacy was the head football coach of the
St. Monica Mariners from 1991-1999. During
his tenure, the Mariners had a record of 52-472; were three-time league champions and
appeared in the 1996 CIF Semifinals and the
1997 CIF Finals. In 1998 under the direction of
Coach Lacy, the Mariners won their first CIF
football championship in St. Monica history. Coach Lacy passed
away in 2010 and is being awarded this honor posthumously.
Please make plans to join us at the Mariner Hall of Fame Dinner
and Induction on September 29th.
Mariner Hall of Fame Honorees
1986 Honorees - John Casey ’47+, Art Verge ’47, The Lennon Sisters:
Dianne Lennon Gass ’57, Peggy Lennon Cathcart ’59,
Kathy Lennon Daris ’61, Janet Lennon Bahler ’64
1987 Honorees - Sister Mary Faith Clarke, SNJM ’46+, Don Bremberg ’58+,
Robert Klein ’65

George Centeno has served Santa Monica and
the greater Los Angeles area. During his time
at the Santa Monica Police Department, he had
operational command of the SWAT, Traffic
Enforcement, and Internal Affairs divisions,
rising to the rank of lieutenant. As Chief of
Police of Los Angeles World Airports, Centeno
commanded the nation’s largest aviation law enforcement agency.

1988 Honorees - John Bambrick ’50, Carmen Delgado Diaz ’52, Father
William Brelsford – honorary

The 2012 Recipients of the Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame are
Frank Cruz ’77, head baseball coach at the University of
Southern California and Norm Lacy, 1998 CIF Championship
football coach.

2000 Honorees - Mrs. Marie Gallagher - honorary

Frank Cruz has been part of the Los Angeles
baseball landscape for over twenty-five years,
first at University High School, next at Loyola
Marymount University from 1997-2008, and
most currently at the University of Southern
California, where he currently concluded his
second season as head baseball coach. He also
served as head coach of the 2004 and assistant coach of the 2000
USA Baseball National Teams, leading to a gold medal at the
World Championships.

St. Monica Catholic High School

1989 Honorees - Jack Penn ’44+, Sister Dolores Rashford, SNJM ’47,
Frank Wagner ’65, Sister Mary Margaret Mulgrew,
SNJM - honorary
1990 Honorees - Marilyn Hawley Hilton ’46+, Richard Gass ’55,
Monsignor Royale Vadakin ’56
1997 Honorees - Sr. Cheryl Milner, SNJM - honorary
2003 Honoree - Jim Dela Torre+ - honorary
2008 Honorees - Melissa Foelsch Wells ’50, Thomas Rollerson ’83
2010 Honorees - The Honorable Victoria Gerrard Chaney ’63, Gary J.
Nitti M.D., F.A.C.A ’72, Tamara Martinez-Payne –
honorary

Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame Honorees
2008 Honorees - Leon Wood ’79, Earl Duncan ’86, Jason Matthews ’87,
Michael Wagner ’89, Marcellus Wiley ’92, Matthew
Bambrick ’93*, Adrian Klemm ’95, Coach Tim Layana*
2010 Honorees - 1970 and 1971 Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) Girls’
Volleyball National Prep Champions, Coach Leo Klemm
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St. Monica
Catholic High School
Cordially invites you to attend

The Hall of Fame
Dinner and Induction Ceremony
Saturday, September 29, 2012
at 7:00pm
on the St. Monica Campus
Honoring
Distinguished Mariner Hall of Fame Recipients

Sr. Michaeline Mary Falvey, SNJM
SMCHS Principal 1965-1976

George Centeno ’71
Mariner Athletic Hall of Fame Recipients

Frank Cruz ’77
Norm Lacy
1998 CIF Championship
Football Coach *
*Posthumous Tribute

䡺 Yes, I will attend the Hall of Fame Dinner and Induction Ceremony
Name _______________________________________________Graduation Year _____Phone or email_____________________________________
Please reserve: ____Individual Ticket(s) @ $50 = $ ________ or ____Table(s) of Eight @ $350 = $ ________. Includes beer/wine bar and full dinner.
䡺 I would like to join SMCHS in honoring the following Mariner(s) in the Hall of Fame keepsake program/ad book:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
䡺 $1000 – Patron Sponsor includes full page color

䡺 $500 – Full page black and white

䡺 $250 – Half page black and white

䡺 $100 – Quarter page black and white

䡺 $50 – Business Card Size black and white

䡺 $25 – Program Recognition

Please print, attach, or email message or ad (to alumni@stmonicahs.net) as you wish for it to appear in the program: _________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________(ads may also be emailed as high resolution pdf files)
Your ad reservation is requested by September 14th. Your seating reservation is requested by Friday, September 21st. All tickets will be held at the door.
Please make your check payable to SMCHS or charge to 䡺 Mastercard 䡺 Visa
Name ______________________________Account Number _________________________Exp. Date__________Signature ____________________
Please return this reservation form to SMCHS Hall of Fame, 1030 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica, CA 90403
For questions: (310) 394-3701 x1302 Fax: (310) 458-1353 Email: alumni@stmonicahs.net

St. Monica Catholic High School
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The Class of ’71 dances to the
tunes of the 60’s and 70’s

Class Reunions
Reunion Updates
Class of 1971
The Class of 1971 celebrated their 40th reunion on October 8, 2011 in
Cantwell Auditorium. A great time was enjoyed by all in attendance.

Ted Nichols, Barbara Coda, Rick Herrera, and
Margaret Dillon

Jim Hallinan (Senior Class
President), Yoshi Takahashi,
and Sharon Reyes

1971 Reunion Committee
Left to Right: Jim
Hallinan, Erick
Dahlin, Janice
Oakley, Todd Tatum,
Missy Boisdeau,
John Singh, Joanna
Pope, Sharon Reyes,
Edna Mayorga,
Carrie-Lou Bottorff,
Bernard Weber,
Barbara Lennon,
Monique Baron,
Reinhold Dillion,
Paul Felix, and Delia
Blebel

Rick Herrera,
Cyndi Fusco, and
Rose Duarte

Kathy Pulfer and Georgette Rowland

Maureen McCarthy,
Lorraine Hall, George
Centeno, Barbara Blaser,
Barbara Lennon, Sharon
Reyes, Frank Caringella,
Theresa McGuirk, and
Johnetta Gooden

Erick Dahlin, Michele
Bovero, George Centeno,
Therese Markunas, Louise
Sheaffer, Barbara Blaser,
and Barbara Lennon

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Upcoming 2012 Anniversary Reunions

Other Reunions

Class of 1962

Class of 1957

The Class of ’62 will be celebrating their 50th reunion on the St.
Monica campus Saturday, September 15, 2012 at 7pm in
Cantwell Auditorium. Mexican food, drinks, music and dancing
is all part of the fun! For more information contact Carolyn
Nelson Knybel at cknybel@yahoo.com or at (818) 883-9668.

The Class of ’57 will celebrate their 55th reunion with a
luncheon on September 22, 2012 at the Marina Del Rey Hotel.
Contact Norma Toole at normatoole@aol.com for more
information.

Class of 1977

Class of 1972
As the Ancient Mariner went to print, members of the Class of
1972 celebrated their 40th reunion on July 21, 2012 in Cantwell
Auditorium. Look for an update on that event in the next
Ancient Mariner.

The Class of ’77 will be celebrating their 35th year reunion on
Saturday, September 8, 2012 from 7:00pm to 11:00pm in
Cantwell Auditorium on the St. Monica campus. For more
information please contact Idania Choy Wookey at
StMonicas1977@aol.com.

Class of 1982

Class of 1981

The Class of ’82 is planning a reunion weekend in the Temecula
Southern California Wine Country September 14th – 16th.
Contact Craig Puma at cpumvi@gmail.com for more
information.

The Class of ’81 30th plus one reunion will take place on
Saturday, August 4, 2012 on the St. Monica campus in Cantwell
Auditorium. Contact Jacquie Torres and Lynn Zmuda at
stmonica1981@yahoo.com for more information.

Class of 1992

2013 Reunions

Reunion Committee Needed

Class of 1963

Class of 2002
The Class of ’02 is planning a 10th reunion. Contact Johanna
Rodriguez, Athena Asklipiadis, and Catie Mooney McBreen
at 2002smchs@gmail.com.

The Class of ’63 is planning their 50th reunion for
September 2013. Please send a note with your updated
information to De De Dodd Logsdon and Thom Nulty at
st.monicas.1963reunion@gmail.com.

IF ANY OTHER CLASSES ARE WORKING ON REUNIONS FOR ANY YEARS, PLEASE LET THE ALUMNI OFFICE KNOW SO THAT
WE CAN INCLUDE THE INFORMATION IN UPCOMING COMMUNICATIONS.

Ancient Mariner Alumni Update Form
Have you moved? Do you have news
to share? Have a favorite St. Monica
memory? We want to hear from you!
Please keep us posted!

Name _______________________________________________________________

Fill out this form and mail or fax it to us,
or e-mail your information today!
The deadline for the next issue of the Ancient
Mariner magazine is September 15, 2012.

E-mail ______________________________________________________________

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
1030 Lincoln Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90403
Phone: 310-394-3701 x1302
Fax: 310-458-1353
E-mail: alumni@stmonicahs.net
Website: www.stmonicahs.org

____________________________________________________________________

St. Monica Catholic High School

First

Middle

(Maiden)

Last

Address _____________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________State_________Zip _____________
Home Phone ________________________Work Phone _______________________
Year Graduated _____________________
News _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Submit photos with your name and address clearly marked on the back.
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Classmates from the 1940’s
and 1950’s enjoy the
Decades Picnic

Alumni Updates
winning their respective district, sectional, divisional, and
regional tournaments.

The 1950’s
Patricia Dalton-Graham ’56 is the author
of Isabella: A Pioneer Battered Wife. The
novel, based on a true incident in her family
in 1919 Kansas, is now available on
barnesandnoble.com and most other
Internet bookstores.

The 1980’s

The 1960’s
Tom Tiettmeyer ’63 has been involved with Souper Bowl of
Caring Campaign, raising money to pass out panchos to the
homeless in the San Diego beach area during the winter months.
More information about this and other programs that help hunger
and the homeless in local communities can be found at
www.tacklehunger.org or
adoptaprogram@yahoo.com

Kelly Carroll Arbaut ’85 writes, “I am the proud mother of two
college aged boys Sean (22) and Dylan (18). In June, my husband
Charles Arbaut and I will celebrate our 22nd wedding anniversary.
I graduated with honors on May 21, 2012 with my Masters in
Social Work from California State University, Northridge. My
plan is to work in the mental health field as a clinician and to
become a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. I am the founder and
president of a non-profit therapeutic riding program that uses
horses to assist children and adults with disabilities.”
Lt. Col Mike Murphy ’86 is currently
on his second tour of duty at the
Pentagon where he is assigned to
Headquarters, United States Air Force.
Mike and his wife, Major Tamara
Murphy, returned to Virginia in July
2011 following a 3-year assignment in
Biloxi, MS. This year marks 22 years
military service for Mike as he prepares
to retire from the Air Force in 2013.

Pete Kelly, Tim McGee, Jim
Ortale, Jerry Forrester, and
Phil Logsdon, all from the
Class of ’63, enjoyed a recent
golf day!

The 1970’s

The 1990’s
Maurice Pittman ’91 is a first year doctoral student at Idaho
State University in Pocatello, Idaho studying Counseling and
Counselor Education.

Mike Mayer ’73 umpired the 2011 Little League Softball Big
League Division World Series which was held in August, 2011 in
Kalamazoo, Michigan. Mike was one of 12 selected to umpire
the World Series by Little League Baseball/Softball, from the
thousands of umpires internationally. The World Series was
comprised of teams from the United States, Philippines, Italy,
Canada, and Puerto Rico who qualified for the Series after

St. Monica Catholic High School

Adrian Klemm ’95 has returned to
Southern California as the offensive line
coach for the UCLA Bruins. Klemm spent
the last three years at Southern Methodist
University (SMU) where he served as the
offensive line coach and recruiting
coordinator. In two short months, with
Klemm as part of the UCLA football staff,
the Bruin recruiting class was ranked 12th
overall in the nation by Scout.com. Recruited as a linebacker out
of high school in 1995, Adrian Klemm eventually became a fouryear starter on the offensive line at Hawaii. Klemm was drafted
in 2000 by the New England Patriots and collected three Super
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On July 3, 2011, horse trainer Doug O’Neill ’86 raced
one of his 2-year old first-time starters, I’ll Have
Another, in a maiden
race at Hollywood
Park. In the span of
just over a minute,
onlookers witnessed
a star in the making
for trainer O’Neill with I’ll Have Another leading
from start to finish to capture his first victory in his
first try. Nearly a year later, the 3-year old
thoroughbred horse made a name for himself and the
Doug O’Neill racing barn around the country with
impressive victories in the Santa Anita Derby, the Kentucky Derby
and the Preakness. Victorious in five of seven starts in his lifetime
and purchased for $35,000 at a breeders sale, I’ll Have Another
earned almost $2.7 million in purses in the span of a year. The team
of I’ll Have Another, trainer Doug O’Neill, and owner Paul Reddam,
looked to launch itself into horse racing immortality with a victory
in the Belmont Stakes as the odds-on favorite and, as a result,
capture the elusive triple crown in horse racing. Unfortunately I'll
Have Another was scratched a day before the race due to a tendon
injury. Regardless, winning the Kentucky Derby and the Preakness
Stakes in the same year for O'Neill is a remarkable accomplishment
given the number of horses, trainers, and owners each year
attempting to win either race. Congratulations, Doug!
Bowl rings. His final two years in the league were spent with the
Green Bay Packers. Klemm joined members of the St. Monica
community at the recent gym rededication in January where his
Hall of Fame panel was officially unveiled.
Santa Monica police officers Ricky Verbeck ’97 and Scott
McGowan ’97 are two new members of the department’s
Neighborhood Resource Officer Program. A veteran officer is
assigned to each of the eight Santa Monica beats, serving as a
liaison between the residents and businesses. Officer Verbeck is
the Beat 4 Neighborhood Resource Officer and has 10 years of
patrol experience. He is also a member of the Santa Monica
Mounted Unit. Officer McGowan is the Beat 6 Neighborhood
Resource Officer and is also a member of the Crime Impact
Team.

The 2000’s
Kelly Davis ’01 married
Kevin Leitner of
Richmond, British
Columbia, Canada on
May 7, 2011. They are
currently living in
Peachland, BC Canada
with plans to move to
North Carolina. The
couple was wed in
Marina del Rey,
California.

Molly McKeegan Koenig ’98 and her husband welcomed their
second child, Brayden Cameron Koenig, in May, 2011. Their
first son, Nicholas John Koenig, was born in October, 2009. The
Koenig family currently resides in Newbury Park, California.

James ’99 and Nicole Dunn
welcomed baby Amelia Rose Dunn
on March 24, 2012. Amelia
weighed in at 7 pound 15 ounces!

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Ashley Glass ’02 married
Matthew Seymour on August 27,
2011 at the Church of the
Visitation in Westchester. The
couple now lives in Redondo
Beach.
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Classmates from the 1960’s
gather around the anchor
during the decades picnic

Alumni Updates
Sarah Kimmons ’04 is living, working,
and going to school in Hawaii. She
graduated with a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Hawaii and will begin
working toward a master’s degree. Sarah
plans to work in the health care industry.
Clinton Packman ’05 is currently in a
PhD program in Philosophy at the
University of Madison, Wisconsin.
Clinton writes, “I received a five year full
scholarship and fellowship. I owe my
success to the great education I received
at St. Monica Catholic High School.
Thanks to all!”
David Hernandez ’08
was one of the 12
recipients of the 2011
Champions of Change:
Winning the Future
Across America
Award. Champions of
Change is a White
House initiative to recognize Americans

attempting to stimulate the creation of
high-qualified jobs. Hernandez’s
proposal suggested increased education
advocacy for immigrants. David traveled
to Washington, D.C. in September, 2011
to present his award-winning proposal to
President Obama on how to better
prepare minorities for college. David is a
Political Science and American Studies/
Ethnicity major at USC.

The 2010’s
Athena Nestoras ’11 is
attending Caldwell
College in New Jersey.
She was a freshman
starter on the Cougar
volleyball team. The Caldwell Cougars
won the CACC conference championship
and played in the first round of the
NCAA Division II regional playoffs
where Athena had four of Caldwell’s 17
kills. Athena is an outside hitter and
plays all the way around.

Former Faculty
Our Lady of Refuge
Catholic Church, the first
new parish in the San
Jose Diocese in 20 years,
celebrated its first Mass
on Sunday, February 18,
as a result of the efforts of former St.
Monica Catholic High School teacher,
Sister Catherine Irene Thoeni and three
other Sisters of the Holy Names. In the
mid-1990's, Sister Catherine Irene, who
taught Journalism and yearbook at SMCHS
in the mid-fifties, joined with fellow sisters
in one of East San Jose's poorest immigrant
neighborhoods. During the next two
decades, the sisters provided a safe
gathering place for young people, social
services for families, and lessons in English.
In an interview with the San Jose Mercury
News, for an article entitled, “New San Jose
Parish Built on Faith, Persistence”
(MercuryNews.com), Sister Catherine Irene
said, “We are families intertwined, the whole
community. This was the most meaningful
experience in my 70 years as a sister.”

St. Monica Catholic High School
Individual Player $150 • Foursome $550
Sponsorship Levels and Incentives

Annual Golf Classic
Fore! our Kids and Scholarships!

Monday, October 1, 2012
At the Malibu Country Club
10 a.m. Check-in • 12 noon Shot Gun Start
Putting Contest • 4-Person SCRAMBLE format

Playing fees include: green fees, cart with GPS, practice
balls, gift bag, box lunch, on-course beverages, awards, and
dinner. Individual players will be paired by the committee.

Players of all skill levels are welcome!

Thanks to our recent alumni participants:
Ted Elliot ’56, George Junger ’56, Les Powers ’56, Mike Callahan ’60, Rich Powers ’60, Bob Hammeras ’62, Bob Elliot ’64, James
Wisda ’64, John Wisda ’66, Steve Brennan ’75, Andre Boweraerts ’75, Jim O'Brien ’75, Joe Sant ’75, Mark Tavarez ’75, Ed Stokx ’84,
Mark Verge ’85, Luke Garner ’97, and Brian Mallo ’05.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Monday, October 1, 2012
10 a.m. Check-in • 12 noon Shot Gun Start • Putting Contest • 4-Person SCRAMBLE format
REGISTRATION FORM
Individual Player - $150 Foursome - $550
Playing fees include: green fees, cart with GPS, practice balls, gift bag, box lunch, on-course
beverages, awards, and dinner. Individual players will be paired by the committee.
Sponsorship Opportunities:
$4,000—covers one full student scholarship
Incentives include (but are not limited to) hole signage, prominent placement on Tournament Sponsorship banner, tee
signage, and foursome registration
$2,000—covers one-half of a student scholarship
Incentives include (but are not limited to) tee sign, two player registrations, name on sponsorship banner
$1,000—covers one-fourth of a student scholarship
Incentives include (but are not limited to) tee sign, one player
registration, name on sponsorship banner
$500—Tournament Friend
Incentives include a tee sign and name placement on
sponsorship banner
$250—Tee Sponsor
Donor receives a tee sign with his/her name/business
$100—Junior Scholarship Sponsor
Donor has his/her name/business listed on event documents
Golfer/Sponsor Information:
䡺 Please register me as a player

䡺 I wish to be a sponsor

Are you part of a foursome? 䡺 Yes

䡺 No

Player/Sponsor Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________State:______________________Zip: ____________________
Email: _________________________________________Phone: ____________________________________________
Other players in foursome: 1.__________________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________3._________________________________________________
Payment Method:
䡺 Check(s) payable to St. Monica Catholic High School (add Golf Fall 2012 in memo line)
䡺 Visa

䡺 MasterCard OR Register online at stmonicahs.net - (Quick Links-Golf)

CC Number _________________________________________________Exp___________Amount $________________
Cardholder Name____________________________Signature ____________________________Date: ______________
Mail form to: St. Monica Catholic High School, Attn: Tara Miller, 1030 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403 or fax form
to: (310) 458-1353, Attn: Tara Miller.

St. Monica Catholic High School
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Prayers and Passings
Please keep the following members of the Mariner Community in your prayers:
Burgundy Dodd Thomas ’86 who is battling cancer.
PASSINGS
John (Jack) Benenati ’41 passed away on March 7, 2012 at the
age of 90 at his home in Mar Vista. He served his country in
WWII and married his high school sweetheart, the former
Beverly Carpenter ’41 in June 1941. Jack was employed by
General Telephone and Electric for over 37 years. He was
preceded in death by Beverly in 1996, and is survived by his
three children, Dr. Fred Benenati of Norman, OK; John
Benenati of Brandon, FL; and Patricia Berniker of Venice, CA;
eleven grandchildren and twelve great grandchildren.
Dorothy Dawson Mulvihill ’43 died on May 2, 2012. Dorothy
was the sister of Walter Adrian Dawson ’41, Dolores Dawson,
and a younger sister, Ruth. She was the mother of ten children.
Constance Buckmeyer Kane ’45 passed away on January 8,
2012 at Nazareth house in Los Angeles.
Marie Dundore O’Neill ’45 passed away on April 5, 2012 after
struggling with Alzheimer’s for a number of years before
succumbing to pancreatic cancer. She is survived by her brother
Bill, five daughters, twelve grandchildren, and seven greatgrandchildren.
Patricia Halloran Kinsella ’46 passed away on
December 28, 2011 following a lengthy illness.
Pat was a graduate registered nurse having
attended both UCLA and UCSF. She and her
husband Terry were active members of Our Lady
of the Assumption Church in Ventura. Pat is
survived by her husband of 59 years, Terry, two children, and
five grandchildren.
Joan Herold Hogan ’47 passed away December 13, 2011 with her
family by her side. Joan was the beloved wife of William Vincent
Hogan, Jr. for 49 years; she was a devoted widow after his passing
in 2000. Joan is survived by her nine children, four brothers, 22
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. Joan worked for the Los
Angeles Unified School District as an Educational Aid, retiring
after 20 years of service. Joan was passionate about her family, her
Catholic faith, volunteering and gardening.
Peter Lubbering ’47 passed away on October 1,
2011 of lung cancer. Peter is survived by Carla,
his wife of 59 years, his four children, Christine,
Michele, Kimberly, and Greg, and his ten
grandchildren.
Robert Rider ’47 died in January, 2011.
John Murray ’49 passed away in June, 2011.
Dorene “Dee” Garasche Merian ’49 passed away on
December 29, 2011 after a short courageous battle with a
terminal illness. She is survived by her husband of 52 years,
John, and two sons, Peter and Paul. Her professions included
teaching at Brooklyn and Bergen Colleges, working as a
dietitian and nurse, and as a TWA hostess when Howard Hughes

St. Monica Catholic High School

was the CEO. Dee was a writer of non-fiction stories; proceeds
from her final book, When Men Become Priests – Around the
World, will go to the Diocese of Charleston, South Carolina
toward a future school.
Richard Niemeyer ’53 died from complications
due to recurrent throat cancer on November 27,
2011 in Eugene, Oregon. Richard is survived by
his brother, William Niemeyer ’52, his wife
Gwendolyn, two daughters, and one grandson. A
memorial service was held in Santa Cruz on
January 7th, 2012. His family writes, “His sharp, laugh-outloud wit was strong as ever through to the end.”
Charles Brockmeier ’55 passed away on May 16, 2012. After
graduation from Loyola University and USC, he started his own
company, Brockmeier Consulting Engineers. He was an active
alumnus at LMU, recently becoming a member of the LMU
Golden Lions. He is survived by his wife of 41 years, Cozette,
and two children.
Sam Hamilton ’55 passed award on March 12,
2012. Sam is survived by his wife of 40 years,
Patti, five children, seventeen grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren. He is also survived by
his brother John Hamilton ’58 and sister Patricia
Neill. Sam lived a varied and exciting life, first as a private
investigator and then in the Real Estate market. Services were
held at Inglewood Cemetery.
Mary Kingsley Olivier ’55 died on February 26,
2012. She is survived by her husband, Henry,
four children, seven grandchildren, brother John
Kingsley ’61, and sister Kathleen Kingsley Carr
’62. Classmates Larry Rizzo shared, “Mary was
our gracious hostess for many years, opening her house and yard
to our class, year after year, allowing us to have our reunion
parties at her home. We have lost our Madam Ambassador.”
Charles Trowbridge ’55 died on October 24, 2011. Charles
attended St. Clement Elementary School and was a classmate
of the Class of ’55. He is survived by his wife Bridgette.
Marilyn Kay Regensburger Wooden ’56 passed
away of metastatic breast cancer in Sandpoint,
Idaho on Feb. 1, 2012, surrounded by family.
Marilyn enjoyed playing golf and bridge, fishing,
camping, gardening, spending time with friends
and family, playing the guitar in the church choir, and making
quilts for each of her grandchildren. She is survived by:
Robert, her husband of 43 years; her sisters Jeanne Ryan and
Rita Regensburger Maphis ‘65; 6 children; 11 grandchildren,
and 8 great-grandchildren.
Tim Fitzsimons ’57 passed away on March 9, 2012. Tim is
survived by his wife Karen; children Steven, Brian and Karina;
two grandchildren Matthew and Taylor; and his sister Kathleen
Fitzsimons Sullivan ’59.
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John Webber ’61 passed away on January 26, 2012.
Tony Stanton ’62 died on July 22, 2011. After graduation
from St. Monica, Tony went to San Jose State University and
then received his Master’s Degree from Pepperdine University.
He was an accountant, tax expert, and a genius with the
computer. Tony enjoyed photography and woodworking and
loved traveling to Europe and Hawaii.
Nancy Rizzo Vondrasek ’63 died on September 23, 2011 after
a long fight with uterine cancer. Nancy is survived by her
husband Bill Vondrasek ’59, her children, grandchildren, and
her brother Larry Rizzo ’55.

Jeannie Leitis ’86 died suddenly on August 27, 2011 from
injuries sustained in a motorcycle accident. Jeannie is survived
by her husband of 16 years, Sean Horvath and her father Erik
Leitis. Services were held at St. Kenneth Catholic Church in
Plymouth, Michigan with burial at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in
Orange, California.
Please keep the following Mariners in your prayers whose
passings have not been previously noted in the Ancient
Mariner:
Marshall Fritz ’60
Steven Dunne ’61

Her brother Larry shared, “She took a great delight in seeing all
her children when they visited, and she enjoyed seeing her
grandchildren. I think that she existed for this length of time
because she just liked having the family be around her.”

Robert Emmet Hogan ’61

Colleen Dodd Tillemans ’66 died on April 6, 2011 at her home
in Big Pine. She attended St. Monica Catholic Schools from
first through twelfth grades. She is survived by her husband of
44 years, Denis Tillemans ’64, sister, Deidre Dodd Logsdon
’64, brother-in-law Phil Logsdon ’63, children Eric and Mark,
and four grandchildren. She was predeceased by her brother
Declan ’60.

Marcia Wood ’61

Michael Cruz ’67 passed away on March 17,
2012. Michael is survived by his father
Cresencio Cruz, siblings Chris ’68, Larry ’71,
Gloria ’73, Frank ’77, and Tina ’78 and many
other family members. The Mass of the
Resurrection, held at St. Monica, was especially meaningful
with the presence of celebrant Msgr. Torgerson, alumni, and the
music of SMCHS Rainbow Riders. The Cruz family honored
Michael by graciously directing donations in lieu of flowers to a
named scholarship for St. Monica students with financial need.
Bob Blaschke ’71 passed away on January 18, 2011.

Alfred Roth ’61
Bill Walsh ’65
Eugene Sepulveda ’71
Donald Cox ’75
FORMER FACULTY
Mr. James Dineen, a teacher and administrator in Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles for close to 60 years,
passed away in April, 2012. He started teaching at St. Monica
High School in the mid 1950s, then moved on to Pater Noster
High School and, in 1971, to Damien High School where he
ended his career.
Please remember the following alumni, students, and friends
of St. Monica who have lost loved ones:
The family of Dr. George Armbruster who died August 25,
2011. Dr. Armbruster was survived by his children Mary
Harada, Water Armbruster, and Sherry Yilmaz.

Dan Dallape ’71 passed away on September 19, 2010.
Rose Duarte ’71 passed away in February, 2012.
Annette Simons ’71 passed away on October 18, 2011.
Annette had played a significant role in the Class of ’71
reunion before her passing. Annette was a graduate of Loyola
Marymount University and earned an M.F.A. in Performing
Arts Management from Brooklyn College (City University of
New York.) She was involved with performing arts
organizations for over two decades including a 20-year career at
the Los Angeles Music Center. Annette was predeceased by her
beloved mother, Mary Quinones.
Rory Smith ’72 passed away on March 15, 2012.
Randy Campbell ’75 passed away on February 18, 2012.
Jamie Williams ’77 passed away April 30, 2012
awaiting an organ transplant. Thank you to
everyone who helped Jamie during this difficult
illness.

St. Monica Catholic High School

John Grossheim ’61

The family of Rodolphe Chagoury who died on January 6,
2012. He is survived by his wife Paula, and three children,
Riana ’03, Richard ’11 and Shawna.
The Rodriguez Family, Larry ’70, Joe ’72, Randy ’77 (who
preceded her in death), and Susan who lost their mother, Mary
Lou Rodriguez on September 2, 2011. Mary Lou was
survived by her ten grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
Melinda Sanchez ’13 who lost her father, Manuel (Mel)
Sanchez on June 13, 2011.
The family of Arthur Untrauer who passed away on
December 27, 2011. He is survived by his wife June and
children Sandra ’74, Jim ’75, and Dave.
Barbara Wardenburg ’55 who lost her husband, Peter
Parkhurst, on December 4, 2011. He is also survived by his
four children.
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Parents: If this newsletter is coming to your daughter or son
who no longer lives at home, please help update our records by
calling or sending the new address to the Alumni Office.

Upcoming Events
Freshman Welcome Dinner

Kairos

Monday, August 13, 2012
7:00pm on the St. Monica campus
Join us in welcoming our newest Mariners

Kairos XXXVIII
October 9 – 12, 2012
Kairos XXXIX
January 8 – 11, 2013
Kairos XL
March 12 – 15, 2013
Contact Mr. Blake Mayer ’03 or Ms. Tina Gonzalez ’04 at
x1425 for more information

Homecoming 2012
Homecoming Mass
Wednesday, September 26, 2012
9:15am in the church
Homecoming Pep Rally
Friday, September 28, 2012
1:30pm in the gym

Young Alum Casino Night
Friday, October 19, 2012

Fall Production
Homecoming Football Game versus Animo
Friday, September 28, 2012
7:00pm at Santa Monica College

Hall of Fame Dinner and Induction
Saturday, September 29, 2012
7:00pm on the St. Monica Campus
Contact Diane Mayer ’73, Director of Alumni Relations,
at x1302 for more Homecoming information
(see invitation page 15)

“Dearly Departed”
November 2 – 3, 2012
November 9 – 10, 2012
Check the school website in October for specific showtimes

Open House
Saturday, December 1, 2012
Do you know a young person who is looking for a great
high school experience? Bring them to our Open House and
show them all St. Monica has to offer!

St. Monica Golf Tournament
Performing Arts Christmas Concert
October 1, 2012
Malibu Country Club
(see registration form page 21)

Tuesday, December 11, 2012
Check the school website in early December for more
information

