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Since our inaugural issue of the Bordentown Bulletin, we had our first major snow storm which resulted in
a “snow day.” We still have one more snow day built into the schedule so there are no changes required
to the district calendar but we still have two more months of potential weather events. We will all keep
our fingers crossed that the weather cooperates for the rest of the year.
Leading up to any potential storm, I receive weather briefings from the Township Emergency
Management Coordinator. Using that information, I begin at 4:00 a.m. on days that there is any question
of a weather event. There are a number of days that I begin monitoring the situation, early in the
morning, but do not result in any weather related school delays or closings. While monitoring the
weather online, I speak with the police, our building and ground’s supervisor, as well as our
transportation supervisor. At 4:40 a.m. I participate in a conference call with all of the Burlington County
superintendents. During this call we share our collective information and inform all in our county of the
steps we plan to take. For bigger storms, it is generally easy to reach consensus, but for some of the
smaller ones there may be differences from district to district. These differences may be due to the path
of the storm, how well our schools have been able to prepare the parking lots and sidewalks for opening,
or how the roads are that lead to the schools. Once a decision is made, I stay in contact with our
building and ground’s and transportation supervisors.
My goal is to open schools whenever possible. Although I have fond memories of sitting around the
radio (before the internet and robocalls) excitedly listening and hoping that our school would be closed, I
realize the inconvenience this causes, particularly to parents of young children. But in the end, I have to
make the decision based on safety. Storms that begin after midnight are always the toughest because
the roads are not always able to be cleared and sometimes our weather forecasters do not get it correct.
The process that we have generally works well and I will reiterate what I wrote earlier in that I am keeping
my fingers crossed for no additional weather events.
This weekend will be very cold but spring is right around the corner.
In the meantime, please remind your children to dress appropriately

for the bus stop and school and enjoy the three day weekend!
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College Credit Opportunities for BRSD Students
Changes in the fabric of the workforce and projections for future skills, workers will need have recently
shifted the debate around educational initiatives to college readiness and providing students opportunities
to engage in a variety of learning experiences that ensure they are “college and career ready” upon
graduating from high school. Luckily, Bordentown Regional School District has been on the forefront of this discussion.
Beyond advanced placement courses (eight of which are offered at BRHS during the current school year), Bordentown’s
students have the opportunity to accrue college credits prior to graduating from high school through various partnerships
with local colleges.
The Middle College Program with Farleigh Dickinson University allows students in several approved classes to apply for
college credit for courses they take at BRHS. BRHS has also partnered with Burlington County College through their
College Accelerated Program to provide students with additional chances at receiving college credit for BRHS courses.
One final option as part of our in-house articulation with BCC, is our Burlington County College Partnership. The previously
mentioned programs each include courses that are designed and facilitated by instructional staff members at BRHS.
Through this particular collaboration, students at BRHS have the opportunity to enroll in Burlington County College courses,
which follow the BCC syllabus and are taught by a BCC adjunct professor, during the school day in our building. In
essence for those students at that particular time, BRHS is serving as a satellite campus for BCC. During the current
semester, nearly twenty BRHS students are participating in BCC’s Psychology I course.
For more detailed information regarding these and other ways Bordentown’s students can gain collegiate experiences while
still in high school, please check out the BRHS Program of Studies
(http://www.bordentown.k12.nj.us/webpages/guidance/program.cfm).

Family Learning Series
On Thursday, January 21st, families gathered for another Family Learning Series night, Math: It’s All Fun and Games.
The evening focused on math games that families could play together to help support their children’s math skills. The
games were all adapted from the Everyday Math program which relies on games to provide children with another way to
practice skills and concepts taught as well as time to practice these skills and concepts in an enjoyable, self-motivating way.
The games also provide children the opportunity to have repeated exposure to various concepts and skills as well as basic
fact fluency. Some of the games included Top It!, Salute!, Name that Number, High Roller and Multiplication Draw. Many of
these games can be adapted to meet the needs of any grade level. The available online resources were also discussed as
a way to not only support your child, but as a resource for families as well when working with their children at home. To
access your child’s online account visit the Everyday Math website: http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/. All students in
grades K-5 have a unique user name that was given to them by their classroom teacher. Passwords are all a12345.
Our next Family Learning Series Night, Preventing the Summer Slide, will be held on Thursday, May 12th at 7:00 pm in
the MacFarland School library. Registration will open up sometime in April and families will be notified through School
Messenger when the registration is open, but mark your calendars now! We hope to see you there!

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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2016 Burlington County Champions
The BRHS Mock Trial team captured their first Burlington County Championship two weeks ago at the
Mt. Holly Courthouse. The team has been quite successful in the past, as they have reached the
semi-finals in eight of the past 16 years. However, this year they broke through to win it all. In each contest, the
students had to be prepared as the defense or the prosecution. A coin flip decided which side of the case they would
represent.
The topic this year was a murder mystery. “Late at night, almost a year after Super Storm Sandy, disaster again strikes
a Jersey Shore family when four teenage intruders break into a beach house, leaving one dead. Was it self-defense or
did the homeowner shoot the victim for other reasons?” The Bordentown team won close matches against Rancocas
Valley, Lenape and Doane Academy to win the county crown. The competition is sponsored by the New Jersey State
Bar Foundation.
According to Coach John Tobias, co-captains Emma Method and Cynthia Reynolds set the proper tone with high
expectations for the successful tournament. The team was highly motivated and prepared by scrimmaging some of the
best schools in the state. Mr. Tobias said, “It is always exciting to watch them perform in this capacity. They are always
creative and quick on their feet when responding to cross examination or fighting an objection. Win or lose, these young
ladies and gentlemen represented Bordentown vigorously every time.”
BRHS Mock Trial Team Members
Defense
Sarah Reichard
Evan Braasch
Cynthia Reynolds
Scott Price
Reena Zhang
Adia Morris

Prosecution
Emma Method
Hannah Vliet
Nate Scranton
Abby Gunther
Jaime Reiser
Eliza Peterson

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Sam Tola, Principal
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The boys’ middle school basketball team goes undefeated in regular season play!

The 2015 - 2016 BRMS boys’ basketball team recently finished their regular season undefeated, winning 11
games. The team, coached by Kristian Rivera, is made up of fourteen middle school students - ten 8th graders and four
7th graders. They compete in a conference of other Burlington County middle schools, such as Northern Burlington, Cinnaminson,
Moorestown, and Delran. They play each team twice, once at home and once away. The rest of the schedule is filled in with middle
school teams from other conferences such as Pemberton, Palmyra, and Beverly. The top two teams from each of the large school
conferences make it to the playoffs and the winners of the semifinals compete for the championship. The Bordentown team, being the
number one seed, hosted Willingboro in the playoffs.
Coach Rivera has coached the middle school basketball team since 2006 and, although his teams have gone to the playoffs in
the past, this is his first team to finish the regular season undefeated. This accomplishment is a true testament to the hard work and
dedication the boys have put forth throughout the season, both on and off the court. The team was led by captains Roshon VanKline,
Tyler Collins, and Gavin Shiver. Both Tyler and Gavin have been part of the team since 6th grade. This was Roshon’s second year on
the team. Roshon VanKline led the team in multiple categories such as scoring, assists, and steals. Gavin Shiver led the team in
rebounds and was second in assists. The team also received tremendous contributions from 8th graders Jaden Bryant and Osvaldo
Urena, as well as Jordan Martin, who was second on the team in scoring and steals.
All members of the team have shown great effort throughout the grueling practices and intense games. The boys not only
learned the fundamentals of basketball but they were given an opportunity to showcase their talents. They worked towards improving
their weaknesses, while developing positive habits. We wish the 8th graders good luck next year as they continue their career at the high
school under head coach John Myers. We hope to continue the proud tradition of BRMS boys’ basketball with next year’s group and to
build on the success from this year. Congratulations boys on a job very well done!
ELPAT Students Participate in Mini Model Congress and Create a BizMovie
With the upcoming election, civic education is now more relevant than ever. The 7th and 8th grade ELPAT students participate in
Mini Model Congress. They take on the role as Senators and Representatives, write completely original bills, and go through the
committee process which requires a lot of debating.
On Friday January 8th, the 8th grade students took a trip to the State House in Trenton. As 8th graders, the students are able to
compete to be Chairs on Mini Model Congress Day. They debated on five different bills with students from other districts such as
Riverton, Lopatcong, Alpine, and New Egypt. The 8th graders had to prepare by researching and preparing speeches for bills on banning
plastic water bottles, smoking in public places, GMOs in baby food, the sale of energy drinks to minors, and to require year round
schooling. Colleen Ritter speaks for the 8th grade students when said she felt prepared. The students did a tremendous job with
preparation and representing BRMS.
It’s not easy to answer questions on the spot and even take a stand on something they don’t agree with amongst other students
that are new! Jessica Martin said, “I liked when I was able to question people’s statements and ask them to define words in their
speeches.” Suhas Kanamarlapudi summed it up nicely saying that, “the thing I liked most about Leadership Day was that all the schools
had a fair chance to become chairs and that the bills were not uncomfortable to debate about.” Also, the 7th and 8th grade students will
have their official Mini Model Congress Day competition on May 24th.
The 6th grade students participate in a program called BizMovie. The two
groups are competing against one another to make the most profit on a short animated
film they are creating. The students got a head start on earning capital by pitching to
the secret venture capitalist, Mr. Tola. As you may know from Shark Tank, the
entrepreneurs need to prepare a selling pitch to a potential partner with their company.
Both teams successfully earned enough “Biz Bucks” to help them start the process of
making their film. The next challenge is staying within budget and making a successful
movie. Over the next few weeks the two groups will feature their trailers during lunch
and for their film festival in the spring!

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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Happy February from MacFarland Intermediate School! At MIS we are so proud of our M.I.S.T.
(MacFarland Intermediate School Team) program. As all schools in Bordentown, we use Positive
Behavior Support in Schools to promote a positive school climate by teaching and reinforcing
consistent set of behavioral and academic expectations for all students and staff school-wide.
At MIS everyone is involved in key activities to improve and maintain a positive climate. One of the
key components to making this program successful are the M.I.S.T tickets the students receive for demonstrating
positive interactions with staff, peers, following the rules, routines and academic success. All staff at MIS take pride in
recognizing the students for positive behavior. Each week we celebrate these successes with M.I.S.T ticket raffles
during lunches where the students can chose something from the raffle cart. We also celebrate four times a year as an
entire school with a M.I.S.T. pep rally. We just concluded our second pep rally for the year that a team of teachers put
together. The theme was Being Part of a Team. We had friendly student and staff activities along with raffle drawings
for bigger prizes. Our student council and peer facilitators really get the students pumped and excited about being part
of this program.
MIS will be holding their Second Annual Career Day Feb 26th. We are thrilled with the responses coming in from
presenters. We have 43 presenters coming from all walks of life to share their professions. Each class will have an
opportunity to hear from four different career paths and ask questions. Our students will be participating in spirit day by
dressing as their future career path. Just another example of exposing our students to our wonderful community and
allowing them to dream about their future.

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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The Faculty, Staff, and Students of Clara Barton School would like to wish everyone a very Happy Lunar
New Year! We were fortunate to have a celebration of the Chinese New Year through a demonstration
from the Green Dragon School of Chinese Martial Arts. Clara Barton students were treated to a Lion
Dance, traditional Chinese music, as well as a demonstration of multiple Kung Fu forms, self-defense,
Asian culture, Tai Chi and an understanding of the necessary physical conditioning and discipline
necessary to be proficient in the Chinese Martial Arts. Students were pleased to see familiar faces in the students and
instructors of the school.

Second graders at CBS are working hard! Last month they finished a unit of non-fiction reading. Some classes designed
displays for a "Book Museum" and then used their knowledge gained from their non-fiction books to be a tour guide for
their book exhibit. Students were also busy being scientists working to complete lab reports for our non-fiction writing unit.
In science, students also studied volcanoes and Pangaea. They also conducted experiments to determine whether a
cotton ball or a ping pong ball traveled further through the air on a catapult. Second graders also honored the civil rights
efforts of the great Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by spending a week reading and writing about him. Examples of projects seen
at CBS are a MLK Jr. booklet about him, a “Peace” bulletin board, a hanging display of peace doves and our peaceful
wishes for the world board.
This month second grade students at Clara Barton are working on reading with fluency, understanding literary language,
meeting challenges of longer books, and tackling goals in the company of others. Students will also work to read about
presidents and will write a report about a president. Students will also work on summarizing information and inferring
meaning from text. In math students will be moving into solving two-digit addition and subtraction problems with (and
without) regrouping. They will also address whole number operations and number stories. They will also be using
measurement tools for finding lengths, heights, and weights of objects. In science they will be rock stars with investigating
igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks. We will also begin our unit on dinosaur and fossils in science. In social
studies, we will continue with current events, map skills, study of the Presidents of the United States of America, and
honoring Black History month.

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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PMES Presidents’ Club
February 9, 2016
Loss of instructional time is an issue that schools across the country grapple with each and every day.
Students spend a portion of time at school transitioning from one subject to the next, walking to and
from classes, unpacking and repacking their belongings, etc. All of these “non-instructional” activities add up and
contribute to time that can be better served delivering quality instruction or activities to enhance student learning. Staff
and administration at PMES are trying to tackle the issue head on and have devised some clever ways to maximize the
learning experience for their students. Many teachers have imbedded curricular opportunities during “down time” that
students are able to use in order to enhance their academic skills. In most classrooms, students work on language arts
skills review, independent reading, and math fact practice at the beginning and end of each day or while waiting to
transition from one class/activity to the next. One 3rd grade classroom has taken a creative, student led approach to the
issue of maximizing instructional time.
Can you name the 5th President of the United States? How about the 35th President? If not, the students in Mrs.
Bacovin’s third grade class at Peter Muschal Elementary will be happy to tell you.
The President’s Club was formed to challenge the students to memorize all 44 Presidents in order. They needed to
recite the first, middle initial (if applicable), and last name of each President. Names are read with speed and accuracy
in order to complete the challenge. Some of the students in the club are near completion, and three of the students
have met the challenge. The students practice at the end of each day while waiting for their buses to be called. Each
member encourages and supports his/her peers. Mrs. Bacovin is very proud of all these students. All who desire to
expand their presidential knowledge are welcome to join the club at any time. Current members include: Nicholas
Mekhael, Matthew DiGiovanna, Brianna Servellon, Sierra Sommers, Adyn Thomas, and Connor Oswari. As a further
challenge, the students have begun researching important facts about each President. They hope to add one fact about
each president to their current recitation, and Mrs. Bacovin is confident that they will rise to the occasion. The students
in Mrs. Bacovin’s 3rd grade class will be celebrating their newly acquired knowledge and honoring each of these
Presidents on Monday, February 15, 2016; a fitting tribute, as that date also happens to be Presidents Day!

Important Upcoming Dates
Page 8

This Month
February 3 – Board of Education Meeting
February 15 – President’s Day – SCHOOL CLOSED
February 17 – Board of Education Meeting

Next Month
March 2 – Board of Education Meeting
March 16 – Board of Education Meeting
March 21 & 22 – Parent Teacher Conferences PreK-5
March 23 & 24 – Parent Teacher Conferences PreK-8
March 25 through April 1 – Spring Break – SCHOOL CLOSED

The best way to predict your future is to create it. – Abraham Lincoln

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

