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Empty Bowls Project

The Empty Bowls Project is an international grassroots effort to
fight hunger. It’s taking place right here at Great Falls under the
direction of Mrs. Rimkunas! All K-5 students have been creating clay
bowls in art class. Their hard work is helping to raise money for the
Gorham Food Pantry. Parents have been making donations to support
their students and the fund raising efforts. Students can take pride
knowing that their artwork has contributed to fighting hunger!
Another piece of the Empty Bowls project here at Great Falls is the
Family Movie Night, which will take place on December 12th from 5:30
to 7:30. Mr. Peabody and Sherman will be showing in the gym.
Admission to the event is one canned good per person. These
donations of food will also be going to the Gorham Food Pantry. In
addition, this will be a time to pick up students’ empty bowls. There
will even be a silent auction to purchase bowls created by local parents
and staff members, which you can read more about below.
This is the second year that Great Falls has been a part of the
Empty Bowls project. It was a great success last year. Students,
parents, staff, and of course, Mrs. Rimkunas have all been working
hard to continue that this year.

News from the Principal’s Office
Dear Great Falls Families,
The first report cards of the year are about to arrive home! Your child’s classroom teacher has
been working on reviewing collections of evidences that will result in report card scores. I’d
like to review some of the cover letter that will accompany your child’s report card.
“The primary purpose of this report is to communicate your child’s achievement toward
proficiency, based upon locally adopted academic learning standards. Information is also
provided on your child’s ‘Skills for Life.’ ”
Appropriately, there is much emphasis on the academic standards taught in each grade
level. Equally important are the “Skills for Life, as these are the habits of mind and habits of
works that your child brings to his/her learning experiences. To a large degree, these skills can
have a significant impact on your child’s academic and social success in school.
“This report (card) is based on information gathered over time from a variety of sources that
include: teacher observation, class work, oral, written, and performance tasks, projects,
and activities. ”
As the year progresses, your child participates in a variety of learning experiences. Some of
this results in written work, quizzes, tests, etc. Evidences are also pulled from your child’s out
loud thinking during classroom discussion and small group or partner work. Teachers are
skilled at considering many sources to inform the final determination for any one trimester.
“Communication between home and school is encouraged. For more information you are
encouraged to contact your child’s teacher. Please note your child’s attendance at the top of the report
card. We remind you that excellent and on time attendance is important for your child’s continuous
growth and learning. We appreciate all efforts on your behalf in this regard.”
Your role in the education of your child is never to be understated. We know that, like us, you
want your child to succeed. This requires home and school to work in tandem. It also means
that your child’s attendance at school is imperative whenever possible. Your child is missed
when he/she is not here, but of course, winter is upon us and so colds, flu, etc, can get your
child down and out. Healthy hygiene, eating and sleeping habits, as well as a good dose of
positive attitude about schooling from you are all really effective tools toward your child’s
school success.
We wish all the wonders of the upcoming season. We consider your children to be blessings
and, as always, we are thankful for them and your partnership.
Sincerely,
Jane Esty and Becky Fortier

Update from Mrs. Ewing
Donations
If you have socks or pants with
elastic waistbands that your children
have outgrown, we can always use
those in the nurse's office for children
who need a change of clothing. We
are all set with other types of
clothing for now. Thank you to those
who have kept us well stocked in the
past!
Cough Drops
Many students are bringing cough
drops to school now that cold weather
is here. Please remember that cough
drops fall into the medication
permission needed category if they
have any additives at all, including
vitamins, cough suppressants, menthol,
"natural" ingredients, etc. These types
require permission from a physician
because of the additives.
Instead of cough drops, I encourage
the students to bring their own water
bottles to school but I am happy to
provide a new one if they need one to
help with dry scratchy throats.
If your child insists on bringing cough
drops, please bring in plain Luden's or
Halls Breezers along with a note from
you. If your child is asking for
cough drops for longer than one week,
you should consult their physician.

From the Learning Lab

Ideas for Reluctant Readers
Reading doesn't comes easily to all kids, Some students have
difficulty making sense of letters and sounds. Others just haven't
experienced how fun reading can be.
For all kids, though, reading is a key cornerstone for
learning all through life. Read to and with your kids as often as
possible! Try alternative reading genres. Something is sure
to resonate with every student.
Comic Books and Graphic Novels: Children who enjoy art and learn best through visual
methods will connect to graphic novels and comic books. Although some educators challenge the
use of graphic novels, I believe they are a valid and engaging reading option for all students.
Nonfiction: Most of us have tendencies toward different types of reading. If you prefer music,
literature and art, it is possible that you are right brain thinker (global). Left brain thinkers
(analytical), on the other hand, prefer nonfiction or technical writing. Help your child explore
biography, history and science.
Go Digital: Many of us are trying to curb our use of screen time, however, digital forms of
reading might be the path for a reluctant reader. Digital readers and online reading such as
Stoyline Online, iStorybooks, and Tumblebooks can improve engagement and motivation for
some readers.
Read and Discuss: Nothing is more motivating to a child than one-on-one time with an adult.
Choose books together with your children and engage them in discussions. It is relatively easy to
find topics for great conversation from picture books to young adult novels.
Remember, if we can help a child find her/his passion, s/he will read. Any reading material that
fosters student enjoyment and builds confidence is the right kind of reading.

Any book that helps a child to form a habit of reading, to make
reading one of his deep and continuing needs, is good for
him. –Maya Angelou

A great group of Great Falls parents joined Art Teacher Mrs.
Rimkunas, Assistant Principal Becky Fortier and the "Parent
Connection" group to create a clay bowl that will be used in the
Great Falls silent auction at Movie Night on Friday, December 12th.
All K-5 students will be participating in the Empty Bowl Project
and this fun evening was the parent’s chance to also make a
contribution while having fun. The silent auction will raise funds to
support student events, such as the assemblies and family nights,
which take place at Great Falls.

Great Falls Students Making a Difference
Isabella Morrell, a 5th grader in Mrs. Mullin’s class, recently asked two fifth grade classes to donate
money to the Westbrook Animal Refuge League. I interviewed her about what she was doing and
why. Here are the questions I asked and her answers:
Q: Why did you decide to raise the money?
A: “I have a heart for animals, and I know they need a lot of things to survive”
Q: What are you planning to do with the money?
A: “I plan to buy litter for the cats, toys for the dogs, and bedding for the small animals like
rabbits/bunnies, hamsters, and birds etc.”
Q: How much money have you raised?
A: “Around $60-65 in two days.”
Q: How did you raise the money?
A: “My fellow classmates would bring in loose change, and put it in a can.”
Q: What other ways can you help the animal shelter?
A: “On www.amazon.com there is a website just for the animal shelter, and it lists things they need, and
if you buy it, then it’ll send it right to the animal shelter. Also, donating money, every coin counts.”
Q: What pets do you have?
A: “I have two cats, and one tropical small 2 in. shark”
After a long four day weekend, I asked Isabella what her final decision what to do with the money was.
Q: What did you buy with the money?
A: “I didn’t buy anything, instead, the money is going to a new shelter.”
And that is what Isabella did to help the animal shelter/refuge league. There are always other ways to
help! You can try yourself.

By Anya

