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An individual traveled to a merchant’s fair, desperate to engage in business. He had le his
family for a prolonged period of me hoping to succeed in his venture. Upon his arrival, he
made it clear that he was on a mission; he had no me to waste with frivolity. Similarly, the
sacred Chofetz Chaim, zt’’l, comments that the descent of one’s neshama, Jewish soul, into this
temporal world is for the specific purpose of enhanced ruchniyus, spirituality. The mitzvos we
acquire in this world sustain us in the eternal world. To the evil inclina on we should
empha cally respond that we are on a mission; our temporary sojourn in this world is for a
sublime purpose.
Parshas Yisro teaches that Moshe Rabbeinu named his first son Gershom, for he said “Ger
hayisi b’eretz nachriah, I was a sojourner in a strange land.” His second son was named Eliezer,
for “the G‐d of my father came to my aid, vayatzileini m’cherev Pharaoh, and He saved me from
the sword of Pharaoh.” (18:3,4)
Wasn’t Moshe saved from Pharaoh before he lived in a strange land? The Chofetz Chaim, zt’’l,
explains that Moshe sought to ingrain within his very essence and be reminded accordingly that
his temporary sojourn in this world is that of a stranger in a strange land. Only then was Moshe
able to appreciate his existence and the fact that his life was saved.
My grandfather, Rabbi Eliyahu E. Dessler, zt’’l, once bid farewell to a student at a train sta on.
Prior to par ng ways, the student requested a bracha. When my grandfather wished him an
easy journey, the student expressed that he hoped for a more meaningful bracha. My
grandfather countered that his intent was for the talmid to have an easy journey throughout
life. He explained that life is actually a journey to one’s final des na on.
Perhaps my grandfather’s bracha finds its source in Gershom’s name. Man is obligated to view
his existence in this world as transient, simply passing through from one place to another. Just
as a traveler pays li le a en on to the temporary discomfort associated with his journey, so
too, should he perceive his challenges as temporary in a transient world.
This thought provides an abundance of chizuk, strength and encouragement, to all. We live in a
society in which life o en seems wrought with challenges. Parents carry the weight of daun ng
stress and mul ple burdens, and children today are perhaps more fragile than ever before. If
we could place life in its proper perspec ve, we could be er cope with its challenges. If we
could remember that we have been placed in this temporary world for a purpose, that life’s
struggles are more temporary than life itself, and that, above all, Hakadosh Baruch Hu
orchestrates every nuance of our lives, then we could confidently place our full faith in our
Creator, confidently taking our places in His passenger seats.
Someone once said, “Life on this Earth is temporary, so what makes you think that your
problems are permanent?”
Have a res ul midwinter vaca on and a wonderful Shabbos!

Yeshiva Ketana
As we approach our midwinter break the Yeshiva Ketana has been busy making
siyumim in the various limudim according to their grade. Mazel tov to both fourth
grades on comple ng mishnayos Meseches Yuma. Rabbi Drazin’s class went across
the street to the Torah Life Kollel where they met with Rosh Kollel, Rabbi Boruch
Hirschfeld who “faherred” them on the mishnayos they had learned. They also
stopped in Kinneret for a pizza lunch. Rabbi Morris’s class went to Telshe Yeshiva
and met with Rosh Mechina, Rabbi Aharon Levitansky who also asked the boys
ques ons on the mishnayos. This was followed by a “tour” of the mechina
with Rabbi Newman ac ng as tour guide! The class came back to school and
was treated to donuts. Both classes will learn Meseches Pesachim a er the
break.
The Yeshiva Ketana had bechinos this week and all of the classes did very
well. Special thanks to Rabbi Burnstein, Rabbi Kaplovitz and Rabbi Lebovics for
taking the me from their busy days to come in.
We wish everyone a very enjoyable and res ul midwinter break and we are
looking forward to seeing everyone ready to learn when we come back!

Junior High School
This may be the last week before winter break but here at the Oakwood Campus
we are in regular form. On Sunday, Rabbi Kahn took a group of boys bowling as
a reward for their learning 100 hours during the month of Kislev. Mazel tov to
Tzvi Gutman, Ezra Taylor, Shmuel Shyken, Shmuel Reichman, Yossi Ludner, Yitzy
Fleisher, Yeshaya Weinberg, Ashi Goldman, Bentzi Neuman, Shmuel Burgess and
Avromi Roﬀman.
On Monday morning, a group of talmidim awoke early and accompanied Rabbi
Busel, Rosh Kollel, to the beis hakevoros to give kavod hames.
On Monday, in honor of the upcoming Tu B’Shevat, the eighth grade spent the morning learning many Hilchos Berachos and
they then went to Walmart and enjoyed a scavenger hunt on the topics they had learned.

School Pictures
Picture day flyers have been sent home. We will accept the order form on picture day but the company prefers that parents
order online at Mylifetouch.com using the unique Picture Day IDs noted on each school's flyers. Parents can order online up to
48 hours a er picture day and it will s ll be considered a prepaid order and their portrait orders will arrive with all the others
(not considered late). Credit card payments can be made online. Payment on picture day should be cash or check and our
photographers cannot provide change. If parents wish to write one check for mul ple children, they s ll need to fill out an
order for each child and write on the envelope "See (other student's name) envelope for payment" so that when the
envelopes are opened in the accoun ng department, the payments/orders can be reconciled.
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Girls Elementary
To celebrate a wonderful half a year of learning and growth, first through sixth grade
girls went ice ska ng. A great me was had by all, and a
great sense of accomplishment and camaraderie was
felt in the air!
Both 5th grade classes completed learning the beur
tefillah of Az Yashir with Miss Rennert. To celebrate this accomplishment, the girls divided
into groups and decorated cakes to look like kriyas yam suf. Lots of crea vity was evident
amidst the blue fros ng, fruit loops and graham crackers!

Yavne High School
Our Yavne students studied, researched, reviewed, learned, processed, absorbed, pored
over their books, and took first semester finals this past week. We are proud of their
academic accomplishments and expect much further growth and achievement during
second semester. We now wish our girls a very relaxing and enjoyable mid‐winter break.
Please mark your calendar: Yavne girls in Cleveland Heights are looking forward to Friday
Night Oneg coming to their neighborhood ‐ the Shabbos right a er winter vaca on,
February 9, Parshas Mishpa m. We thank our hostesses and their families and our teachers
for preparing an enjoyable evening of warmth and fun.
The tenth grade made a beau ful salad bar, bagels, and smoothies siyum in honor of finishing Parshas Bamidbar. During
the siyum, students recalled the many prac cal hashkafa lessons that they've learned. What a great experience!
The 7th and 10th grade big/li le sister program had an exci ng pre‐midterm game to see how well they know each
other. The ac vity was a smashing success, and everyone enjoyed the ices they received at the end.
Our 8th grade davening program with “Terrific Tefilla Tickets” is doing amazingly well. Thank you, to our 8th grade
mechaneches and beur tefilla teacher, Mrs. Belkin who organized the “store” right before vaca on. Girls cashed in their
ckets for all sorts of prizes. However, the biggest prize of all is the increased meaning and heightened respect for
davening that is taking place in the 8th grade.

Kindergarten Division
V is for volcano! A new alphabet le er means a new and exci ng learning
opportunity for our kindergarten classes. Students learn best
experien ally when they can see, touch, and learn through
doing. Students learned about volcanoes and lava and then par cipated
in two volcano‐like erup on experiments. The first volcano was made of
baking soda, paint, and dish soap. Students predicted what might occur when vinegar would be added to the
mixture. We were amazed at the result! The second volcano was made of soda and mentos and caused quite an
erup on! Integra ng science and literacy in our curriculum makes for excited and interested learners!
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General Studies Division
6th Graders Set Sail!
A er many a empts, adjustments, and a lot of acquired
team skills, our girls constructed boats with just duct tape
and cardboard. The science unit started with exercises
learning about density and buoyancy. Transferring the new
found knowledge to being able to create a prototype of a
buoyant water cra seemed like a doable skill. The next step
started just over a week ago when the girls had to make their
plans and bring them to reality. Along the way, teamwork
was challenged, pa ence was pressed, duct tape was
ra oned, and smiles were abundant! Boats were created!
The real test came when the cra s met the water. Naama
Ireland, Layla Goldberg, Elisheva Chafetz, and Sadie Lipins
created the boat that sailed the longest! While this project
applied science and teamwork skills both, it unexpectedly
created an opportunity for resiliency also. There is one boat
which is M.I.A! Where the lost boat went, no one knows yet,
but Toby Garfinkel, Hadassa Gruen, and Tziporah Klein
deserve the Honorable Men on Award for having such a
great a tude when they found out their hard work was hard
to find. The girls cheered their classmates on and enjoyed
the rest of the day, even without their chance to float their
boat. Many girls overcame various challenges while working
on this project. It was a project full of growth, on various
levels! A special thank you to Mrs. Roberts for her impressive
pa ence and endurance to ensure this project came to
frui on.
Summary of Our First Semester from Our Academic
Coaching Team
Over the last few years, our academic coaching team has
helped the General Studies administrators’ con nue to
develop and enhance the core curriculum of our school.
Thank you to Mrs. Nancy Soclof, Mrs. Michele Spansel, and
Dr. Carla Calevich for their roles in suppor ng and promo ng
the overall drive for excellence for our General Studies staﬀ
and student body.
Mrs. Soclof, our Math Coach, has been working on
developing common Unit Assessments for each grade
level. The math teams meet regularly to discuss State
Standards, what they mean, and how they should inform
daily instruc on in the classroom. The staﬀ is then
encouraged to use the standards that are involved in each
par cular unit to create an assessment drawing from various
curricular resources.

Once
the
assessments
are
given, the data is
analyzed and trends
are
identified
including
what
areas s ll needs to
be strengthened to ensure each student is mee ng
appropriate grade level goals. The data informs our
instruc on by iden fying par cular skills that have been
mastered as well as what core concepts require addi onal
prac ce.
Mrs. Spansel, our Reading Coach, con nues to focus on
teaching our English Language Arts team in grades 1‐6 the
five primary components of reading. Our concentra on has
been centralized on phonemic awareness, recognizing and
using individual sounds to create words, and phonics,
understanding the rela onships between wri en le ers and
spoken sounds. We have also focused intensely on fluency,
developing the ability to read a text accurately, quickly, and
with prosody (the rhythm of the voice in reading). When
fluent readers read aloud, they read eﬀortlessly and with
expression. We also focused on vocabulary development,
crea ve ways for learning the meaning and pronuncia on of
words, and comprehension, acquiring strategies to
understand, remember, and communicate what is read. We
will con nue to facilitate learning in the classroom through
the instruc on and assessment of these five reading
components in our Funda ons and Journeys curriculum.
Dr. Calevich, our Curriculum Consultant, is helping several
hand picked staﬀ members develop thema c units
integra ng English language arts and social studies. The goal
of these units is to increase student engagement and
mo va on, understanding, reten on and applica on of
concepts that will then be used by the en re faculty. For
example, some of the units already being used include
themes of ci zenship, fear and conflict, community, and
animal intelligence. Our team is dedicated to improving
instruc on as we move forward and con nue to approach all
we do with a growth mindset. Thank you to Mrs. Bayla
Geberer, Mrs. Suzie Geraci, Mr. Shawn Kahan, and Mrs. Lydia
Leclerc for being part of this progressive teacher team that
focuses on incorpora ng strategies and lessons that move
students toward increased engagement and deeper
learning.
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General Studies Division (continued)
“I Have a Dream”
In Mrs. Geberer's third grade social studies class, the girls
discussed the famous speech "I Have a Dream" in
connec on with Mar n Luther King jr. Day. The girls were
asked to write about dreams that they have for their
communi es. Here are some beau ful excerpts of what
they wrote:
I have a dream that kids who can't go to school can go to
school now. They will learn to read and write. When they
will be done with school they will be able to teach their
own kids.
I have a dream all racist people will judge each other's
rights. Everyone will be kind to each other, from blacks,
Jews, La nos, Asians and more. There will be peace in the
world. My dream hopefully will come true.
I have a dream that everybody will stop figh ng. There
will be peace in the world. Everybody will give a lot of
tzedakah to poor people and help people in need and say

tehillim for the sick people. Hopefully my dream will come
true.
Ba le of the Books Results
Congratula ons to all the 4th‐6th grade boys who
par cipated in the inaugural “Ba le of the Books”
program to encourage reading. In a surprise result, our 5th
grade won the compe on. The 6th grade had the two
highest individual totals but the 5th grade TEAM proved
stronger in the end. A valuable lesson to learn!
The highest individual readers
Grade 4: Gavi Krash (50 hours of reading)
Grade 5: Hershy Krash (49 hours of reading)
Grade 6: Avrohom Ma a (an amazing
62 hours of reading!)
and Yisroel Moshe Borochovitz (52
hours of reading)
Thank you to all who encouraged our
extra‐curricular reading program.

Early Childhood Division
Morah Chana and Morah Tova Chaya’s children learned all about trees and the benefits we have from them. They
learned the bracha we say on the fruits that grow on trees, and on their bulle n board, they are able to iden fy
pictures of diﬀerent fruits. One of the highlights of this unit is making orange juice. Each child was given half an orange
and the moros showed them how to squeeze the orange. The expression on the children’s faces was so cute when
they no ced that the container underneath the orange was filling up with orange juice! Each child also made his own
tree and the moros a ached them to a table so the children felt they were in a forest.
Registra on for the coming year will be mailed out right a er midwinter break. Please complete all the paperwork and
return the papers to the financial oﬃce at the Oakwood campus.
We wish everyone a relaxing, rejuvena ng, fun‐filled, and safe week oﬀ. We will miss your wonderful children. Take
good care of them for us and we can’t wait to see them back in school on Wednesday, Feb. 7.
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Enrichment Program
Girls Drama Enrichment
“The owner’s eye is over all”. These are the words wri en in a special box
from the Wise Woman that saved the richest estate in Italy from its
downfall. In a play that spans genera ons, we see the frui on of these words
and the consequence of adhering to them or ignoring them. Tonia’s box is
handed down and the story is retold because it is such an important lesson.
The cast of 26 girls in Mrs. Travis’ popular drama enrichment group ranged
from 2nd ‐ 6th grade. Aside from having lots of fun, they each did a fantas c job of crea ng their characters. The cast in
order of speaking included Avigayil Taub, Perri Klein, Rivkah Esther Corbe , Chayala Jacobovits, Rivka Schwager, Devorah
Cohen, Nava Landman, Faigy Spolter, Chayala Friedman, Chana Reich, Chana Davidovich, Chaya Mendelson, Gi y
Meisels, Rochel Shira Lebovics, Chana Bloom, Shira Goldstein, Abby Weimer, Rikki Rokowsky, Zelda Kirsch, Yehudis Mann,
Es Gastman, Penina Kaplan, Tzippy Chafetz, Zahava Fer g, Elianna Goldish and Eliana Friedner. Thank you to the en re
cast and to Mrs. Travis for a wonderful performance!

Mishpacha Magazine
The magazines will be delivered during vaca on this week and will be outside the building in a box for pick up on
Friday morning. If you are away, the magazines will be sent home with your child next week.

Rebbetzin Soroh Ita Katz, ע‘‘ה
The Academy Family mourns the loss of Rebbetzin Soroh Ita Katz,ע״ה, wife of Rabbi Chaim Tzvi Katz, זצ״ל. An
extraordinary individual and an unforge able teacher both in the Academy's New American division and in
Yeshivas Adath, Rebbetzin Katz was a suppor ve aishes chaver of her husband enabling
him to accomplish so much in the worlds of chinuch and outreach during his life me. She will be sorely missed and
fondly remembered by genera ons of Clevelanders. Our hear elt condolences to her children, the Katz, Breslauer
and Kaplan families, all Academy alumni.

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Mazel tov!


Rabbi & Mrs. Chanania Goldbaum on the upcoming marriage of Meira to Shlomo Deutsch of Chicago



Mr. & Mrs. Mo y Scheinerman on the marriage of Yehudah to Devora Pamensky of Toronto
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FEBRUARY 2018 LUNCH MENU
All breakfast will include a whole grain, fresh fruit & milk
All lunches will include 1/2 cup of salad, 1/2 cup fruit, whole grain bread and 2oz meat alternative.
The salad bar will have a variety of fresh vegetables, tuna salad and flaked tuna and legumes.
8oz milk will be served on all dairy lunch days. Due to religious purposes, juice will be served on meat days.

TAYLOR ROAD CAMPUS

Monday

Tuesday

KINDERGARTEN OAKWOOD

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

6
MIDWINTER
BREAK

12

7
MIDWINTER
BREAK

13
meatballs
spaghetti
peas

19

14
toasted cheese
soup

20
sloppy joe
mashed potatoes
tacos/peas

26

8
hamburgers
corn
pickles
roasted chicken
rice
broccoli

21
pasta w/ sauce
cheese slices
green beans

27
chicken nuggets
rice
broccoli

baked ziti
carrots

Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

9

15 ROSH CHODESH
pizza
french fries

5

PURIM
NO SCHOOL

Wednesday

Thursday

1-Mar

6
MIDWINTER
BREAK

12

7
MIDWINTER
BREAK

13
chicken nuggets
baked beans/pickles

19

toasted cheese
soup
20

sloppy joe
mashed potatoes
tacos/peas
26

pasta w/ sauce
cheese slices
green beans
27

hamburgers
corn
pickles

baked zitti
carrots

Monday

Tuesday

8
hamburgers
corn
pickles

14
chicken nuggets
rice
carrots
21
roasted chicken
rice
carrots
28 FAST DAY
deli sandwiches
corn
pickles

OAKWOOD

5

11

6
MIDWINTER
BREAK

12
Pizza
Fries

18

13

19
Pizza
Fries

25

14

20

chicken nuggets
rice
green beans
21

pasta w/ sauce
cheese slices
green beans
27

hamburgers
corn
pickles

pizza
fries
fish sticks
soup
cole slaw
1-Mar
PURIM
NO SCHOOL

waffles
scrambled eggs
23 ROSH CHODESH
potato knishes
scrambled eggs
yogurt
23
bagels
cream cheese
tuna/yogurt
2
SHUSHAN PURIM
NO SCHOOL

deli sandwiches
corn
pickles

Thursday

5

15 ROSH CHODESH
fettuccine alfredo
broccoli

fish sticks
soup
cole slaw

Friday
2

MIDWINTER
BREAK

pizza bagels
soup

22
roasted chicken
rice
carrots

28
baked ziti
carrots

15 ROSH CHODESH

1

8
hamburgers
corn
pickles

toasted cheese
soup

beef taco bar
mashed potatoes
tacos/peas
26

Pizza
Fries

7
MIDWINTER
BREAK

hot dogs
baked beans
pickles

9
pizza bagels
soup

Wednesday

MIDWINTER
BREAK

MIDWINTER
BREAK

MIDWINTER
BREAK

YAVNE

Tuesday

1

4

Friday
2

MIDWINTER
BREAK

waffles
scrambled eggs
16 ROSH CHODESH
potato knishes
scrambled eggs
yogurt
23
bagels
cream cheese
tuna/yogurt
2
SHUSHAN PURIM
NO SCHOOL

fish sticks
soup
cole slaw

Thursday
1

MIDWINTER
BREAK

pizza bagels
soup

22

breaded chicken
rice
broccoli
28 FAST DAY
deli sandwiches
corn
pickles

Tuesday

2
MIDWINTER
BREAK

5

Monday

6
MIDWINTER
BREAK

12
Deli
pasta salad w/
carrots, peppers, olives
19
Hot Dogs
Rotini Pasta
Carrots
26
Hamburgers
Mashed Potatoes

7

8
BBQ Chicken
Baked Ziti
rice
Mixed Vegetables
peas and carrots
13
14
15
Grilled Cheese
chicken nuggets
Lasagna
Potato Dill Soup
Roasted Potatoes
Mixed Vegetables
peas and carrots
20
21
22
Falafel, Salad
Chulent
Pizza Bagels
Pita Bread, Tehina
Potato Wedges
French Fries
Mixed Vegetables
27
28
Macaroni with Cheese
Taanis Esther
Mixed Vegetables
MIDWINTER
BREAK

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies,
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national
origin, sex, religious creed, disability, age, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or
funded by USDA.

MIDWINTER
BREAK
9
Baked Potatoes
Mushroom Barley Soup
Tuna
16
Bagels w/ Cream cheese
Minestone soup
Tuna
23
Baked Potatoes
Mushroom Barley Soup
Tuna
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FEBRUARY 9, 2018
PARSHAS MISHPATIM
8:30-10 P.M.

7TH: AVIGAYIL STELZER 3658 SHANNON
8TH: RUCHIE RAPPAPORT 3698 SHANNON
9TH/10TH: SHANA WEISS 3689 BENDEMEER
11TH/12TH: DEVORAH SCHIFF 3607 SEVERN
WALKING GROUPS WILL BE ARRANGED FOR THE WAY HOME
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Living
THE

Parsha
COM E A ND LE A RN T H E W E E K LY PA RSH A WITH

MRS. SHIRA SMILES
M R S . S MI LE S I S WE LL K NOW F O R H E R T E AC H I NG STY L E:
S HE BR IN G S O U T WE E K LY LE SSO NS T H AT A RE P R ACTICAL
A ND RE LE VA NT TO O U R E V E RY DAY LI V E S .

For more information
please contact Suri

216.513.5500

WEEKLY SHIUR
SUNDAYS · 8 PM
HEBREW ACADEMY
1860 SOUTH TAYLOR ROAD

לע״נ ר׳ צבי יעקב
בן ר׳ חיים ז״ל

בס''ד

Operation
Purim 2018
Adopt Israeli soldiers for
Purim. Send them your
thanks through a
mishloach manos basket
along with a personal
note thanking them for
their service.

$15 for an individual package and
$450 for a unit (30 soldiers)
All donations are accepted!!
Please make checks payable to HAC with “IDF”
in the memo
For more information please contact Mrs. Noa
Baskin at 440-785-1969
DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 20TH
A project of the HAC PTA

HEBREW ACADEMY PTA PRESENTS

A midwinter outing at

Thursday February 1, 2018
10 am to 5 pm
SPECIAL RATE FOR HAC FAMILIES
$8.50 PER PERSON* INCLUDES GENERAL
ADMISSION AND DOME THEATER (IMAX).
*(Regularly $20 adult/$17 youth)

Must prepay to receive special pricing. Arrive at Science Center
between 10am-12pm to receive wristband from an HAC representative.

CALL JULIE LEESON 216 789 4070 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED IN MAIN OFFICE BY MONDAY JAN. 29, 2018

FAMILY NAME:
# ADULTS:
# YOUTH (2-12):
TOTAL #:
PAID:

x $8.50=
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EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL
All tickets paid by
February 19 will
be entered into a
raffle to win a
$500 Heinens
gift card!
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Sponsored in part by the Millman family
Hwwb ivfv rat vjna wr ,c vbhr krgp bwwgk
Ticket Prices
45 - $1,000
4 - $150
20 - $500
3 - $120
12 - $360
1 - $50
5 - $180

To purchase tickets or for
more information, please call
(216) 382-3300 ext. 364.
Tickets can also be purchased
at www.hac1.org

Keep the flame of Torah burning in the hearts of 1,150 children. Support our school!

