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January 12, 2018

Ice Storm of 1998

This week marked the 20th anniversary of one of the greatest natural disasters to hit the North
Country, the Ice Storm of 1998. Watching John Michaud’s video of WMSA’s reporting of those
January days, I was reminded of how difficult but inspiring that time will be remembered. As
fate would have it, I had a “bird’s eye view” of the event being town supervisor of Potsdam at
the time. Like so many people at the center of this event we spent our time trying to keep our
families safe while helping the relief effort in the community. It seemed like the rain would
never end which it didn’t for five days between January 5th-9th. By the time it did, thousands
were without power and our landscape was riddled with broken trees and power poles.
Command centers were established, usually at local fire stations and shelters were organized in
each community mostly for seniors and others who had nowhere else to go. Friends and families
moved in with each other and the luckiest had generators they owned or purchased at a premium.
It was a crazy time and much has been lost to faded memory but for me the time will be forever
marked by:






The hard work and dedication of our emergency services such as fire, rescue, and police
departments. These men and women worked around the clock evacuating people,
delivering food and supplies, pumping water from cellars and meeting so many other
needs.
The highway department crews who cleared the roads of ice and thousands of shattered
trees which came crashing down, leaving destruction everywhere.
The power companies and their lineman who did the dangerous work of clearing trees,
resetting poles and wires, and reestablishing the electrical grid that was crippled by the
weight of inches of ice.
The Army and National Guard deployed from Watertown that helped with the grunt work
during the recovery effort. I will never forget these young soldiers, many from the city,








who had never been to farm country. They were put to work hand milking cows for
grateful farmers who had lost the ability to use their milk machines causing many of their
cows to die of mastitis.
The local colleges, whose students were on break, opened their facilities to shelter
hundreds of people. Maxcy Hall at SUNY Potsdam became the largest regional shelter
while Clarkson housed the emergency workers who came in and out around the clock.
Local school districts whose buses were used to evacuate the elderly and other
community members. I will always remembers the support of Massena Central School
which became the center of food production for many local shelters. In John Michaud’s
video, then WMSA reporter Jerry Manor mentioned that Massena Electric was working
to get Massena High School up and running so it’s kitchen could be used. Thousands of
meals would be cooked from that kitchen to feed Potsdam and other communities who
had lost power.
The radio stations like WPDM and WMSA who kept us all informed of the relief efforts
when television was not an option. Sandy Cook and others also kept us entertained with
their good natured banter.
The Red Cross, neighborhood centers and so many of our not for profit and service clubs
that provided resources including volunteer time to support those in need.
Federal, state and local agencies that coordinated personnel and resources to provide
relief. Though FEMA often gets a bad rap, in my opinion, they came through for the
North Country during and after the Ice Storm. Many highways departments in the region
were able to buy new trucks and equipment with money reimbursed by FEMA when the
storm was over.

I hope we never have to relive such a disaster like we did in that winter of 1998 some 20 years
ago. But having done so once I am comforted knowing how our region will respond. I will
forever be grateful for and proud of the people of the North Country who came together to
support each other in a time of greatest need. The large and small acts of fellowship was truly
inspiring and something I will never forget.
Albany Update
The following information is provided by NYSCOSS Deputy Director Bob Lowry:
Release of the Governor’s Proposed Budget
Governor Andrew Cuomo will release his 2018-19 Executive Budget at 1 pm this coming Tuesday,
January 16.
We expect School Aid runs to be released the same day, but that could come in the late afternoon or
evening. Also, the last two years the initial runs were oddly formatted. In 2015, the Governor did not
release a School Aid run. A year ago, he left $150 million of his proposed aid increase unallocated,
to be distributed through negotiations leading to the final state budget.

In speaking with superintendents and reporters, Bob has been saying the current state fiscal outlook
is as “volatile and uncertain” as anything he has experienced in over 30 years of involvement with
state budgets.
We understand that the state experienced a surge of tax receipts right at the end of the calendar year,
taking in several billion dollars above what it received in the last days of the prior year. But receipts
in the days that followed then fell well below last year’s results.
Capital Tonight reported that Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie told reporters he believes the state can
still increase education and health care spending even as it tackles a projected $4 billion budget
deficit.
A Financial Sustainability Agenda for New York’s Public Schools
On Tuesday we sent all legislators our “financial sustainability agenda.” It makes four sets of
recommendations:
 Update and phase-in the Foundation Aid formula
 Adjust the tax cap
 Help schools maximize resources and control costs
 Give schools access to reserves like those available to local governments
We stress the theme “change the rules or fund the rules” – if the state will not lessen its mandates
that drive up costs or loosen its tax cap that restricts ability to raise local revenue to meet those costs,
then it must fund those rules.
The report offers some compact observations and pithy rhetoric on various aspects of school finance
in New York State. Please feel free to extract from it as you wish.
You can read the report here.
Legislative Leaders Outline 2018 Priorities
Last week was Governor Andrew Cuomo’s opportunity to outline a policy agenda for 2018. This
week, legislative leaders took their turns.
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie gave a wide-ranging speech. On education, he said,
Here in the People's House, we know of no greater cause than to promote a "sound, basic education"
for each of our children. We know that this endeavor cannot occur without adequate investment in
our schools, especially those that serve the neediest students. I am proud of the headway we have
made on Foundation Aid over the past several years because this funding formula, although not
perfect, is an equalizer for opportunity – let's build upon that success.

Senate Republicans outlined an “Affordability Agenda” focused on controlling and lowering taxes
and spending. It does not include any actions aimed at improving education. It does include:







Making the property tax cap permanent
A 25 percent increase in the value of property tax rebate checks
A freeze on school property taxes for senior citizens, phasing them out entirely over 10 years
A constitutional amendment to prohibit unfunded mandates
A permanent 2 percent cap on overall state spending increases
A promise of “significant reductions of existing mandates”

E.J. McMahon of the conservative Empire Center is generally critical of Senate plan and especially
harsh in his comments on the senior citizen school tax proposals:
Unfortunately, the Senate Conference has also embraced what may rank as one of the most
irresponsible and inequitable property tax proposals ever pushed by a legislative majority in Albany:
Sen. Kenneth LaValle’s bill freezing school property tax rates for senior citizens.
and,
Viewed in the kindest light, the complete elimination of school property taxes for the elderly might
be viewed as a perverse way of stemming the out-migration tide by bribing younger homeowners to
hang around in New York until they’re old enough to pay nothing. Or bribing seniors to come back
to New York. Either way, it’s unfair to everyone else—and it’s by no means fair to assume that
couples with an income of $86,000 a year, many living in a fully paid-off house, are uniformly
unable to pay their property taxes.
At an Assembly hearing several years ago, we suggested that the state explore a property tax deferral
program for seniors. At the time, more than half the states had programs of this sort.
The basic idea in a tax deferral program is that a senior homeowner’s property taxes are capped (this
could be at the then current amount or at a percentage of income), the state reimburses the school
district or municipality for the difference between the capped amount and actual tax bill, then the
state recoups what it has paid out when the home is sold. In states we checked, interest is added to
the deferred amounts, reducing any sale balance which might be left for the homeowner.
A Private School Tax Benefit by Default?
For years the Council has fought to halt the so-called “education investment tax credit” which would
provide a tax credit of 75 to 90 percent for donations to educational scholarships for private and
religious schools. To date, we have been successful at the state level.

Unfortunately, the federal tax bill reversed years of success effective at the start of the new year.
Included within the new tax law is a provision that authorizes contribution to 529 college savings
plans to be utilized for elementary and secondary education. New York’s 529 statute references the
federal definition of an “eligible education institution," arguably allowing the state's plan to now be
used for K-12 private school tuition.
Contributions to these plans grow federal tax free and New Yorkers are eligible for a state tax
deduction of up to $10,000 annually per married couple. Our expectation is that most parents that
send their children to private school will immediately establish 529’s. Parents would then deposit
funds into the account on day one, and then the following day, withdraw the funds for private school
tuition.
With numerous assumptions, including near full use of this voucher, the cost to the state could be
approximately $200 million annually. The state did not budget for this cost and it will add to the $4.4
billion deficit.
Interestingly, Senator Ted Cruz of Texas pushed this provision into the final tax bill…and of course
his state doesn’t have an income tax, so Texas won’t be subject to a federally imposed budget cut.
We have already begun an advocacy effort to amend state statute in order to repeal this private
school voucher. Part of that campaign will be media and Greg was quoted in an NPR story on this
issue. We will keep you apprised as session progresses.
Here is a column from U.S. News and World Report, criticizing the new credit as lousy school
choice policy because it will not help low-income families.
SALT Solutions
In his State of the State address, Governor Cuomo said the state is exploring ways to protect New
Yorkers against the loss of state and local tax deductions under the new federal tax law. One route
the Governor suggested was to convert the personal income tax to a payroll tax. The aim would be to
implement something that would be “revenue-neutral” for everyone – the state, employers, and
employees.
We are entirely sympathetic to the Governor's goal of helping New York taxpayers, but this shift
would be a phenomenally complex undertaking, as this article by the Buffalo News explains. Here is
a column by on this topic by E.J. McMahon and here is an interview with James Parrott, who was
formerly with the Fiscal Policy Institute, the liberal counterweight to E.J.’s Empire Center.
Meanwhile, in Washington, a bipartisan team of New York legislators has introduced a proposal to
repeal the limitation on SALT deductions. The sponsors, Representatives Peter King (R-Seaford) and
Nita Lowey (D-Rye) acknowledge it is a long shot. Newsday reported,
King said the bill won’t be passed or even make to the House floor now, but at some point, House
Republicans in high-tax states hit hard by the new cap could “buy in” into their legislation, which
would go into effect this year.

“There will be some buy-in, there’s no doubt about it. There is not enough right now to pass this or
get it to the House floor,” King said on call with reporters. “But we’ll build whatever support we can,
and then we can manage to move when we think it’s opportune to do so.”
Training Opportunities in Child Abuse Prevention
Colleagues at the State Division of Criminal Justice Services asked for our help in distributing notice
of free training opportunities in three different child abuse prevention curricula:




Child Safety Matters
High Five
Safe Touches

DCJS advises these training opportunities are for community and school-based professionals who are
currently working in or plan to partner with one or more schools within New York State.
More information and the application to participate can be found here.
Applications will be accepted until February 1. Successful candidates must demonstrate the ability to
deliver one of the curricula within a school setting. A letter of support from at least one school
district must accompany the application.
State Comptroller News
School District Tax Levy Growth Reaches Two Percent

Property tax levy growth for school districts will be capped at 2.0 percent for the 2018-19 fiscal year,
according to data released by State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli. The latest calculation affects
the tax cap calculations for 677 school districts as well as 10 cities, including the "Big Four" cities of
Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and Yonkers.
Here is a link to further information on the tax cap.

ECB Releases Paper on Medicaid Cuts
In December, the Educational Conference Board (ECB), of which NYSSBA is a member, released a
paper regarding Medicaid, and the potential consequences to school districts and students if cuts or
changes are made.


ECB Proposed Medicaid Cuts

High School
News & Notes
Battle of Khe Sanh Presentation
On December 20, Mr. James Baker, a US Marine veteran who served during the Viet Nam War,
presented to our high school students on the Battle of Khe Sanh. This January marks the 50th
anniversary of this bloody battle. Mr.Baker gave six 40-minute presentations with each on being
unique. Several students attended 2 and 3 of the presentations. Mr. Baker provided the students
with pictures, newspaper articles, magazines and books to look through to enhance his
presentation. He was extremely pleased with the attentiveness of our students during the
presentation and how many of them thank him for his service.

Scholastics Art Competitions
Each year High School Art students participate in the Scholastics Art Competition. This year 30
pieces were submitted to be judge by the CNY Art Council. The Scholastic Awards look for

work that demonstrates originality, technical skill, and the emergence of a personal voice or
vision. Below are the eleven Massena winners for 2017. This year 2 new art courses have been
added, Photography and Video Production.
Gold Key Winner, Ratewennio George enrolled in Video and Production
Video – Pain
https://drive.google.com/a/mcs.k12.ny.us/file/d/1HOpP7N0eRGTIzaSE7p7TU2v_KXa48qK0/vi
ew?usp=drive_web

Lexis Jacobs Silver Key

Madison Brown Silver Key

Alexa Drumm Silver Key

Abigail Benham Honorable Mention

Annabelle Perretta – Honorable Mention

Laura Guimond – Honorable Mention

Tyler Converse – Honorable Mention
Mention

Emily LaBarge – Honorable Mention

Madison Brown – Honorable Mention

Emma Kormanyos – Honorable

Tyler is enrolled in the new Photography class

High School Math and Science teachers participated in Gizmo training on Friday. Gizmos are
interactive math and science simulations for grades 3-12. Over 400 Gizmos aligned to the latest
standards help educators bring powerful new learning experiences to the classroom. Gizmos use
an inquiry-based approach to learning that has been validated by extensive research as a highly
effective way to build conceptual understanding. Earth Science Teacher Bill Jaggers has been
using Gizmos and introduced it to the science and math departments. Ron Jacobs demonstrated
the many features of Gizmos and showed the teachers how they could use them along with
Screencastify to produce videos of their lessons. The math teachers are particularly interested in
this feature because it will allow them to flip their lesson. This means students will watch the
video of the lesson for homework and practice the lesson in class with the teacher’s support.
Attendance Committee
Shane Halladay, Ann Marie Miller and Carrie Thomas are member of the District Attendance
Committee. The committee created a plan to help reduce the number of student absences. The
High School Attendance Committee began implementing the plan on the first day of the 2017-18
year. High school committee members Shane, Ann Marie, Mike Chartrand, Kristen ColarussoMartin and Jodele Hammock meet weekly to review the data on student absences. Part of the
plan is to follow up in students with absences over 3 days by sending letters home, making phone
calls home and doing home visits. There wasn’t a noticeable change in absences in the 2016-17
school year, but there was a decrease in the number of students who were late to school. This

year we are seeing a decrease in the number of absences. Below is a comparison of the first
marking period for the 2016-17 and 2017-18 years.

Number of Days Absent

2016-17

2017-18

1-5 days

55%

55%

6-11 days

12.5%

8.3%

12-17 days

2.4 %

2.0%

18 or more

3.9%

3.0%

We appreciate the effort of the attendance committee. It’s making a difference.

Upcoming Events
Regents Week Classes are in session Jan 22-25.
Jan 22 – AM - ELA - test begins at 8:00
PM - Living Environment – test begins at 12:00
Jan 23 - AM – US History – test begins at 8:00
PM – Algebra I – test begins at 12:00
Jan 24 - AM – Global - test begins at 8:00
PM – Algebra II – test begins at 12:00
Jan 25

AM – Earth Science and Chemistry – tests begins at 8:00

Jan 26 – Staff Development, classes are not in session, no students.

Junior High
News & Notes

December 2017 Students of the Month
This month 2 students were selected as students of the month. These students were selected and
agreed upon by the entire JW Leary staff through a rigorous nomination and review process.
Students who are selected must demonstrate the following criteria:
Scholarship: Scholarship is demonstrated by a student's willingness to learn.
Leadership: Leaders take the initiative to be involved in the school community as well as the
local community.
Character: Character is doing one’s best to make the right choices.

The winners for December 2017 are:

Amanda Poloralo

Chyler Richards

Felicity Engstrom

JW Leary Poverty and Trauma Team present to JW Leary Staff
Since the summer of 2017, a team of JW Leary teachers and staff have been working on the
subject of how to more effectively educate our students living in poverty and dealing with
trauma. The team attended a two day workshop at St. Lawrence University and worked with
Don Mesibov and Jim Waterson to learn about the impacts of Poverty and Trauma on the
educational process. The team then developed a plan about to how to better serve these students.
Part of the plan included providing professional development to our staff about what we had
learned. On 1/11/2018 our poverty team led all JW Leary staff in this training. The training
talked about poverty, trauma, stress and its impacts on learning. We then spent time talking
about what we can do to help these students and we spent time reflecting on and talking about
teachers that were influential in our own past.
This training was very well received and our staff had a great opportunity to reflect on their own
practice to find ways to serve all of our students. Thanks to the following members of the
Poverty and Trauma Team who made this unique training possible: April Charleson, Dak Zaza,
Julie Pratti, Jay Czajkowski, Ryan Hewer, Jill Miller, Van Alexander, Keri Zaza and Cherie
McGowan.

Beginning next week we will be administering our Mid-Year Diagnostic Assessments in iReady.
All students in grades 7 and 8 will be taking these assessments. This information is being used
to identify what our students can do and what our next steps for instruction with students are.
This assessment is part of our plan which will allow us to address the individual needs of our
learners in both ELA and Math. The schedule for these assessments is as follows:

Important Upcoming Dates
1/15/2018

NO SCHOOL- Martin Luther King Jr. Day

1/26/2018

½ Dismissal- Junior High Dismissal

Jefferson Elementary School
News & Notes
Music Opportunities at Jefferson: Band

When students reach 5th grade here in the Massena School District, they are able to take
advantage of an incredibly exciting opportunity: the chance to join the Massena Central Band
Program.
At the elementary level, the band program consists of 5th and 6th graders across all three
elementary schools in the district. This year at Jefferson, there are 18 Senior Band Members (2nd
year instrumentalists), and 22 Beginning Band Members (1st year students). Each school year,
beginning band students perform one concert as a full band (which we call the “All-Elementary
Band”) that takes place at the end of May. The senior band performs two such concerts (the
previously mentioned May concert as well as one at the end of November). In addition to these
two large ensemble concerts (both of which take place at the High School Auditorium), each 5th
and 6th Grader also participates in an instrumental recital at their individual schools in March for
Music in Our Schools Month.
To prepare for these various performances, students participate in three kinds of rehearsals:
Group Lessons- small groups of similar instruments which meet for one 40 minute period per
six day cycle within each elementary school. These lessons take place during six time slots
throughout the day which are designed around lunch and recess schedules and rotated to ensure
no child misses the same class more than once every three months.
Band Rehearsals- all beginning or senior band students from a particular school meet at the end
of the day for a 30 minute period once or twice a six day cycle in their school.

All-Elementary Band Rehearsals- all beginning or senior band students from all three schools
(as well as a few recruits from the Trinity Catholic School) rehearse together for a 45 minute
period in the evening. This happens 5 times before both the Winter and Spring Concerts.
Our senior band students just finished up with their Winter Concert before the vacation, so now
we are shifting gears and preparing music selections for our Spring Concert in May. This year,
our senior band students were able to vote on a few pieces they would like to perform, and they
settled on Harry Potter, Star Wars and We Will Rock You. Two or three of these tunes will
accompany the Star Spangled Banner and a Paul Lavender piece entitled High Adventure which
we will perform not only for our Spring Concert, but for a couple of the Elementary School
Memorial Day Ceremonies as well.
Aside from these performance opportunities, select students also are awarded the chance to
participate in the annual St. Lawrence County Music Educators’ Association All-County
Festivals as members of the All-County Elementary Band. This year, this prestigious band
(which consists of 58 of the best students in the county) includes two of our very own Jefferson
Jaguars: Samantha Nason and Elijah Shantie. The All-County Elementary Band will get to
perform along with the All-County Junior High Band, Junior High Orchestra, Senior High Jazz
Ensemble and Senior High Chorus in a concert at 2:00 pm in Hosmer Hall at the Crane School of
Music on January 20th.
These are just a few of the many wonderful experiences students are able to enjoy once they
become a member of the band program. Through frequent and consistent practice of our concert
repertoire along with our rigorous curriculum which follows the Standard of Excellence Books
by Bruce Pearson, as well as a warm up crafted by research and input from numerous local band
directors over several decades, students are able to develop significant musicianship and
notational literacy, all while continuing to nurture such coveted 21st century skills as creativity,
collaboration, communication, critical thinking and time management. Most importantly,
students learn to make and experience music the way it has always meant to be experienced: with
fun, enjoyment and expressiveness.
Any 4th grade student interested in joining the Elementary Band Program should keep their eye
out for information and materials pertaining to the Massena Central Instrument Petting Zoo
which will take place at the High School on June 13th.
Potsdam Pitches
The Potsdam Pitches recently performed for all of Jefferson Elementary. The Pitches are SUNY
Potsdam’s premiere co-ed a cappella group. The group’s goal is to spread the love and joy of a
capella while encouraging the development and enjoyment of music in our culture. Along with
exposing our students to a capella, the college students were able to respond to a variety of
questions posed by our students.

Jefferson Grade 6 Synthesis

Jefferson’s sixth grade students have recently begun working on the reading strategies of
author’s craft and synthesis. Using the topic of “natural disasters”, the students were divided up
into cooperative groups and provide with a box of resources. The resources include topic specific
nonfiction books, magazine articles, reference books, and internet sites to visit. Working as a
group, the students are exploring their assigned natural disaster: hurricanes, earthquakes,
tsunamis, tornadoes, droughts, and floods. The students will ultimately be required to use their
research to teach their peers about their assigned topics.

Character Education Theme of the Month: Compassion

Front Row: Zoe Nezezon, Haidynn Thompson, Aaliyah Oakes, Ally Bush
Back Row: Autumn Gavigan, Landon Ward, Samantha Nason, Ronald Smith
The Character Education Theme for the month of December was Compassion.
Compassion is defined as the feeling of wanting to help someone who is sick, hungry, or in
trouble. You can feel compassion towards others and you can act compassionately towards
others. Examples of compassion included:
 Jefferson Kids Care club the makes blankets for the elderly, needy, and veterans
 Volunteering
 Helping someone that is hurt
 Making a card for people in the nursing home of the military
 Shoveling an elderly person’s sidewalk or driveway
 Picking up things from the floor or in the hallway even if they are not yours
Welcome Back Mr. Henrie

Mr. Patrick Henrie, Jefferson’s recently retired and beloved Physical Education Teacher,
returned to Jefferson to share some of his refined juggling skills. Mr. Henrie demonstrated

juggling scarves and balls with Mrs. Henrie’s students before the students tried their own skills.
As it turned out, the students caught on quickly and were very enthusiastic about their newly
found skill. Thank you very much for your time and expertise Mr. Henrie.
Madison Elementary School
News & Notes
December Owl-Standing Character Award Winners for Compassion
December’s character trait of focus was COMPASSION. Teachers and staff helped to remind the
students what COMPASSION looks like at school and at home. Teachers nominated one student
from their classroom that displays the character trait of COMPASSION. The nominations were
then shared with the special area teachers and staff. The votes were then tallied and ONE student
from the grade level that best represented that character trait was recognized on January 11th
during their lunchtime with their families.

Caring and Sharing in Second Grade
During the holiday season, the second grade students at Madison were emphasizing the spirit of
giving, caring, and sharing. The character education theme for the month of December was
Compassion. Therefore, they decided to practice this character trait by helping to support the
Back the Pack Program at Madison Elementary. Our students brought in items that were donated
to the program. Our families at Madison will benefit from the donations that were collected by
our second grade students. Our second grade students were very generous during this holiday
season!

Mrs. Chapman’s Twelve Holiday Attendance Giveaways
On December 11th, Mrs. Chapman chose one student who was in school and on time for her first
prize giveaway. Every day Mrs. Chapman drew a name of a student until the twelfth day, which
was the first day back from holiday break. Here are pictures of several students who won a
prize.

First Grade Mathematicians
Students in Mrs. Siddon’s class have been busy analyzing data. This week they have surveyed
their friends to see which pet they liked the most and today with a partner they picked a shape
from a cup, tallied the shape they chose and then graphed the information.

Character Education Basketball Presentation
January’s character trait is perseverance. Students at Madison had a great presentation by
someone who has proven that practice and never giving up means success in many ways. She is
the first and only woman basketball entertainer in the world who can dribble six basketballs at
the same time. She has been on The Ellen Show, Jay Leno and America's Got Talent. She travels
the country and we were lucky to have her at Madison.

Upcoming Events
1. 1/17- Parent Who Club Meeting @ 6:00 pm
2. 1/26- Early Dismissal- PD Day

Nightengale Elementary School
News & Notes
Nightengale STEM ClubPictures below are of the paper towel marble run. The objective was to successfully create a run
where the marble applies force to the cup. They had the option of using the wall or the floor (all
chose the wall). They were provided with cardboard tubes, scissors, tape, a cup, and a marble
after 15 minutes to test their runs before the challenge began. They were given 10 minutes to
plan, 15 to create, then 10 minutes to try their run and make any necessary changes. All of the
students created a run that the marble was able to successfully reach the cup. Some of the
marbles did apply force to the cup where others just landed in the cup, so it was discussed what
they could have possibly adjusted to make the marble apply force to their cup. They suggested
things like a heavier marble, lighter cup, adjusted their run to a higher starting place, less
curves/turns in the run.

Zumba at NightengaleNightengale will host a Family Zumba Night on January 19th at 6:30pm. Our Nightengale
families will be able to give their brains a break, and get up and moving with the children thanks
to Emily Love, Zumba Instructor.
Basketball Character Education with Ilze Luneau
On January 10th Nightengale was lucky enough to have Ilze Luneau visit and perform some
amazing tricks and present an important message to our students about hard work, achieving
dreams, and enjoying everyday of life.

Mrs. Bronchetti’s Teacher Helper
Students have to earn the privilege to work from Mrs. Bronchetti’s desk each week. They must
be responsible, safe, and respectful to both their friends and adults. This week Bella Winston
earned a trip to Mrs. Bronchetti’s desk. Way to go Bella!!

Mr. Webb’s Reading Rock Stars!
Mr. Webb’s class has been reading up a storm! Scholastic Reading Counts works by:
•MOTIVATING students with suggested reading choices that match their interests and reading
levels.
•REINFORCING comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency skills.

Ms. Walton’s Music and Movement Class
Mrs. Weems’ class moving to the music with Ms. Walton!

Next Week No School on Monday January 15, 2018(MLK Day)
 PTO Meeting 1/16/18 at 6:30
 STEM Club 1/17/18
 Zumba Night on 1/19/18

District Upcoming Events
1/15—Martin Luther King Day—No School
1/22-26— Regents Week
1/25—Policy Committee Meeting—6:30 pm—CAB

