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Dear Stanner Family,
Welcome to our latest edition of Stanner Life magazine – our comprehensive look at the
eventful school year gone by and the future of Molloy as it continues to endure as a top college
preparatory institution. This summer’s issue will open your eyes to the wonderful work being
done each and every day here at Molloy. It will also reinforce the important role you play in
creating unique opportunities for our young Stanners to learn important life lessons and for our
faculty to have the best tools to educate the modern student.
The famous comedian Milton Berle once said, “If opportunity doesn’t knock, build a door.”
Since 1892, St. Ann’s / Molloy has been that door to opportunity. We are a school that provides
opportunities and strives to instill limitless potential in each student. Our students have
the opportunity to receive a lifetime of learning from an experienced and nurturing faculty.
They challenge themselves in Honors and Advanced Placement programs as well as with
new and exciting technology. In this issue of Stanner Life, you will read about the successful
implementation of our first one-to-one computing program. As we prepare to seamlessly
incorporate iPads into the sophomore curriculum this September, we look forward to issuing over
400 additional units to our incoming freshman class.
Our students have opportunities for personal growth and discovery. This year’s cover features
the founders of our SMILE program, which recently celebrated its 50th anniversary. It is through
the efforts of men and women like these, and through programs like SMILE and Peer Groups, that
many of our students and alumni have found the courage to be themselves, to actively volunteer
in their communities, and to make an impact, no matter how big or how small, on another life.
Stanners are afforded the opportunity to grow spiritually through service programs, liturgies and
retreats. In this issue, you will read about the Marist Brothers Center at Esopus and its value as a
central, inspiring home away from home for our community. The friends and memories fostered
through attending camps and retreats and volunteering there are for a lifetime.
Molloy also provides access to an incredible network of universities through its college guidance
program. You will read about the over $90 million in college scholarships awarded to the Class of
2015 by some of the top universities in the world – an astounding achievement for our graduates,
faculty and staff.
There is no question that students at Molloy have opportunities to look inside themselves and
create their own unique paths to success. I am proud to say that our community of alumni,
parents and friends has been our partner in making all of these successes possible. Our school is
vibrant because of your support. With an unprecedented number of you returning to the school
through our annual Class Reunion, the Jim Kinnier Stanner Golf Classic, the St. Ann’s Breakfast, a
multitude of networking and social events, and the SMILE anniversary that tipped the scales, it
is clear that you are living out our mission “for life.” Molloy is in good hands. Thank you for your
interest and your financial support, and I look forward to continuing the good work with all of you
in the year ahead. In the meantime, please enjoy Stanner Life and have a wonderful summer.
Non scholae sed vitae
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that gift meant to you and your family? The

or the Class of ’81 that I’ve befriended just as

alma mater on a regular basis. “This school has

only way I know how, in my heart, is by doing

easily as alumni from more recent years.”

a certain kind of – I don’t know, ‘magic’ you

what I’m doing today.”

Karsten’s proverbial

Still, as dedicated as Katinas and his colleagues

right hand at the

are, it’s clear that they cannot do it alone.

Alumni Center is

Their success has created an ever-increasing

Mrs. Merl Doyle,

No doubt you know the school motto well by now: Non scholae sed vitae – Not for school but for life. And while your teachers, coaches, etc. were

demand for content and activity. The more

the Assistant to

your eminently capable guides through your four years in Briarwood, as you embark on your true life’s purpose, how on earth are you going to stay

they do, the more they’re asked to do – all to

the President. The

connected to the community that was so near and dear to your heart? That’s where the Stanner Alumni Center comes in. “The faculty get four

the benefit of Molloy, of course. “We definitely

personable Mrs. Doyle is ostensibly the face

years to make an impression on their students,” President Richard Karsten ’81 says, “but the Alumni Center carries them for the rest of their lives.”

need more alumni to be stewards with us, to

of the Alumni Center, since she’s the first to

be leaders in the process. Our successes are

greet you upon entering. A mother of two,

predicated on the engagement of our alumni.”

Mrs. Doyle can very much appreciate the

by Nick
D’Arienzo

The goals of the Alumni Center are two-fold: to effectively engage the Stanner family (alumni, parents, faculty and friends) by clearly
communicating the ongoing school and alumni activities; and to raise awareness of the school’s immediate and long-term priorities in such a

could say – just the way it stays with you after
all these years. It’s funny, I was thinking that all
my friends that I have here, I still talk to. But
I can’t say the same for college. I feel like the
friends I made here are for life.”
On the job for just over three months at the
time of publication, true to his nature, he has
hit the ground running, already laying the
foundation for expanded regional outreach
and a number of fall gatherings, especially
those that will tap into Molloy’s prodigious

manner as to encourage the Stanner community to stay connected in meaningful ways: volunteering time, sharing skills and talents, helping other

Joe Sommo, Class of

hustle and bustle of teenage life in the hallway

Stanners or financially supporting the school. Since Karsten took the reins in 2010, the Alumni Center has demonstrated incredible growth in terms

2003, is the Alumni

just outside her desk, the kind of ongoing

spokespeople for what it was like to know Jack

of alumni participation, and creating new opportunities to meet the school’s various needs.

Communications

connection to everyday Stanner life that

Curran, one of Rizzotti’s favorite things about

Director. “Every

continually inspires everyone in the Alumni

his new role is the way it enables him to put

sports following. As one of the more eloquent

Craig Katinas, Class

a million dollars a year,” says Karsten. “And

think the common thread is that Molloy is a

Stanner has a story,”

Center all the more. “It’s a great environment

into perspective what an honor it was to have

of 1993, with a

we’re seeing record giving for all of our named

place that provides opportunities. Whether

they say, and it is

to work in,” she says. Mrs. Doyle brings a

been associated with such a special coach.

background steeped

scholarships. Plus, we’ve created ten new

that’s the opportunity to learn something, to

Sommo who is tasked with sharing these

background in finance to her role and an

in more than fifteen

named endowments in the last five years.”

meet someone, whatever that might be, it’s a

stories with the community. If you’re a fan of

exemplary meticulousness that ensures that

years of fundraising

Karsten is quick to point out that the Alumni

special connection that makes a difference in

The Beehive, or in fact, Stanner Life magazine,

the high standards that are a hallmark of

experience, most

Center’s exemplary communication skills have

someone’s life.”

then a huge tip of the cap is due Sommo for

Molloy are constantly being maintained. “I

the vibrancy he demonstrates as a copywriter,

think that’s the most rewarding thing for me

photographer, and graphic designer. A Queens

– having the office run smoothly, streamlining

College graduate, Sommo worked in television

things wherever I can.” Her connection to

production for several years after he graduated

Molloy is quite a strong one – her husband

before returning to Molloy in 2010.

John graduated in 1977 – and it’s about to get

notably as Director of Philanthropic Giving for
the “Alive in Hope Foundation” and as Director

a great deal to do with the growth. “We’re
a small team, but we’re a powerhouse of

of Development for the American Red Cross in

engagement and personal outreach, deeply

Nassau County, was Karsten’s first hire in 2010.

committed to the Marist mission at Molloy.

As Molloy’s Alumni Development Director,

When you’re engaging alumni, it’s got to be

Katinas is proudest of the significant uptick

a two way conversation. To build a culture of

in professional networking opportunities

engagement, you’ve got to listen, and that’s

“This office deals with a lot of situations that
demonstrate the power of education,” notes
Katinas. “Whether it’s awarding scholarships
for deserving kids, academic or needs-based,
or it’s providing resources to take care of the
campus and give our leadership, our faculty,

In his five years in the Alumni Center, Sommo,

and our students everything they need, I see

too, has overseen tremendous growth; in the

even stronger, as their daughter Sarah joins
the Class of 2019 as a Freshman this fall. “I’m

“In a lot of ways, we’re all still finding out the
kind of impact he had on our lives. It’s truly
amazing.” In fact, one of Rizzotti’s first alumni
events will be a full-scale baseball reunion on
Saturday, September 26. From the engagement
demonstrated on the group’s Facebook page,
the turnout promises to be impressive.
“And something else that I hope to take head
on,” says Rizzotti, “is keeping our female
alumni involved.” Which couldn’t be more
apropos. You see, not only is he a member of
Molloy’s pioneering first co-ed class, but by

really looking forward to her making life-long

the time you read this, he’ll have married a

friendships over the next four years.”

Stanner, Christina Del Maestro, also from the

the Alumni Center has supported over the

something we feel we’ve excelled at.” In

us as stewards to the Marist mission that

engagement demonstrated by the school’s

past five years. “We’ve created events that

addition, Karsten recognizes that alumni come

began in 1892, helping kids that need help the

revamped website, in Molloy’s first forays into

have become traditions,” he notes. “First and

back to visit with their teachers and coaches.

most. Still, for every kid we’re helping, there

social media, and in the impressive content,

The newest member

foremost are our professional networking

“We will continue to encourage our faculty to

are kids, unfortunately, we have to say ‘no’ to.

design and accountability that have become

of the team, Alumni

Br. Pat Hogan, the

events, like in Finance, Law and Badges, but

stay involved with our alumni programs.”

But over the past five years, we’ve been able

expected of The Beehive and Stanner Life.

Development Officer

Alumni Spiritual

to say ‘no’ less, and say ‘yes’ a lot more. That’s

Still, Sommo always wants to get better.

Matt Rizzotti, Class of

Director, continues

the most rewarding part for me, because I’m a

“Rather than getting comfortable, I always

2004, first fell in love

to maintain strong

Team” have enjoyed,

product of the person who said ‘yes.’”

want to make sure what we’re putting out

with Molloy during his

ties with his former

It goes without saying that the better informed

there are always new

It was the summer before Katinas’s senior year.

alumni are, the more aware they are of the

challenges, as the needs

His father had lost his job and the question as

ongoing needs of the school community,

– and expectations – of

to what was going to take priority – “mortgage

there’s also our popular Wine Tasting, and one

Still, despite the success

that I think is everyone’s favorite among the

Karsten and his “A

staff, our annual Alumni Oktoberfest.”

there is perceived as new, whether that’s story

years as a baseball player for the late, great

content, or the graphic design of materials

Jack Curran. Selected twice in the MLB draft

we’re working with, it should seem fresh
throughout the year and from year to year.”

(after high school in 2004, and again in 2007
out of Manhattan College) the hard-hitting

and the more they feel compelled to help in

a top-tier educational institution are infinite

payment or high school tuition?” – actually

whatever ways warranted, thereby paying

and ever-evolving. One of the things that

never had to be answered. “To this day,” says

One of the things the affable Sommo is

first baseman played professional ball in the

forward their own gratitude. Since 2010,

gives Karsten the most hope in this regard

Katinas, “I do not know the name of the alum

proudest of is the plethora of friendships he’s

Phillies organization for years before returning

Stanners have been doing so in numbers not

is the sustained engagement of the school’s

who stepped up to the plate and believed in

forged over the past five years. “I’ve met so

to Molloy to join his mentor Coach Curran
as an assistant coach. Until recently, Rizzotti

historic Class of 2004. “And she’ll help me!”

students. “It’s like any
friendship. It has its own growth pattern,”
says Br. Pat. “Alumni allow me into their
lives and I continually learn from them as
they grow, and in turn I never stop growing
either.” Br. Pat works with alumni volunteers
at Esopus camps as well as on service trips in
the US and abroad. He also contributes Marist

seen in years. “Our annual fund, The Fund

alumni, as evidenced by the Stanner stories

me, who let me finish here. How do you thank

many people in the last five years who’ve

For Molloy, has consistently been over half

they share with him on a regular basis. “I

someone like that? How do you tell them what

become really good friends. And it’s something

was also a Teacher’s Assistant at Molloy. He

publications. “I take great joy in sharing the

that transcends generations, too, because

couldn’t be more excited about his new role

Marist Charism with our alumni and friends.”

there are alumni maybe from the Class of ’63

and the opportunity to work with his beloved
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commentary and reflections in numerous

“

to 				
collaborate in a world where we are 		
		teaching global citizens.

President’s
Vision Is
Molloy’s
Future
with administrators to continually modernize

Archbishop Molloy High School as its creative,

the presence of the Brothers was ubiquitous.

the school’s organizational practices,

open-minded and discerning President. Having

Although there are fewer Brothers in the

infrastructure, curriculum and outlook. “We

volunteered in the Stanner community as

corridors today, the Marist mission is thriving.

routinely benchmark what we have to offer

a School Board member, brand consultant,

“Molloy is a special place. It provides a

in terms of curriculum, activities and use of

designer and parent for over 25 years,

unique Marist Catholic education through

technology so we can best compete with the

Karsten’s vast knowledge of St. Ann’s, Molloy

which students grow in faith, intellect and

New York City specialized schools that are

and the Marist Brothers has aided him over

character,” said Karsten. “Clearly you can

tuition free. It is critical that we keep tuition

the past five years in celebrating traditions,

attribute the school’s success to the long-

increases as minimal as possible year to year

building on success, and collaborating with

standing commitment of the Marist Brothers,

so Molloy remains accessible to more families

faculty, staff and the community at large

lay faculty and coaches. In the past five years,

in New York City and Long Island.”

to propel Molloy into the future. “I have to

I have witnessed firsthand the hard work and

believe that history will speak of Molloy in

dedication that goes into educating Molloy

three major chapters: the St. Ann’s era, Molloy

students each day. We can’t do it alone. That’s

in its first 50 years, and Molloy in the Internet

what makes it special.” Karsten continued.

age,” said Karsten. “The dividing line between

“That being said, the world has evolved. As

these three chapters is the dramatic changes

Molloy has entered the new millennium, the

in our world. When the Marist Brothers first

Marist mission too has evolved to meet the

founded an all boys academy in New York City,

demands of the times.”

Outside factors also shape Molloy’s approach
to recruitment and education. The feeder
school system has changed. According to
recent statistics, Molloy draws just over 50%

experience, owning and operating a successful

new dynamics in recruiting. We have more

brand consulting firm, is that educating young

strategically and aggressively recruited

people is a shared mission and a service to

students in western Nassau county, Manhattan

the community. As such, Karsten’s focus has

and parts of Brooklyn.” Molloy has been

been to raise the bar on levels of quality,

successful thus far with this initiative, as it

In 1957, Molloy’s business plan called for

transparency, accountability and engagement.

consistently receives nearly 2,000 applicants

55 Marist Brothers to run the school. From

To meet these goals, the President must work

from 200 schools for 400 Freshman seats each
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President’s Vision

We will help our students to look inside
themselves, be the best that they can be,
and in turn create confident leaders who can
realize their potential,” said Karsten.

Karsten’s vision for the future boils down to
four familiar words: quality, transparency,
accountability and engagement. “I’ve been
able to use my cumulative skills and talents

for their children to better their quality

Molloy also has ambitious goals for

to raise the level of each of these factors in

of life and create more possibilities for

development. Under Karsten’s leadership the

collaboration with administration, faculty

them professionally. We go beyond college

school strives to maintain an annual giving

and staff. Ultimately my vision for Molloy is

preparation. We nurture leaders.” Families

level of $500,000, while the long-term goal is

to remain a vibrant Catholic Marist college

trust Molloy to prepare their children to

to increase the school’s endowment by $10

preparatory high school of choice in New York

lead in a complex global economy. In this

million by 2022. Karsten believes this will be

City. We must continue to build a collaborative

way, Molloy’s curriculum prioritizes more

achieved through a two-way conversation.

environment not just among our faculty, but

than academics. It champions service and

“We will reach our goals by sustaining

with our alumni and parents. The future rests

making a difference in the lives of others.

engagement with our alumni and parents,

on our ability to collaborate in a world where

This is a tradition that has endured thanks

maintaining clear channels of communication

we are teaching global citizens.”

Collaboration in Education
In April, President Karsten welcomed over 150 guests to a special

everyday learning and growing at Stanner High. Students had the

reception at Molloy. Attending were benefactors, including several who

opportunity to meet their benefactors and express their thanks for the

have endowed or established scholarships at Molloy, as well as over

kindness and generosity extended to them. The photo below captures

50 students benefiting from these scholarships. Also in attendance

everyone in attendance that evening. Having a group as large as this

were administration, faculty and staff, all of whom are integral to the

gather in one voice was truly a wonderful moment, and a reminder of
the good work being done
at Molloy. Together, our
Stanner Family makes
dreams come true.

the grammar schools, but that is no longer
have closed or been consolidated, creating

technological world.”

our recruitment approach.”

we used an automatic feeder system from

as President from his previous business

we can best educate students in an evolving

connect, grow, network, and support the

trajectory is only increasing. “Last century

the case,” said Karsten. “Many parish schools

approach has shifted to understanding how

Marist Brothers. “Our brand promise is our

of its students from public schools – and this

The biggest distinction in Karsten’s role

people. Today, the need is great, and our

are continually evaluating the effectiveness of

families, can trust us to provide opportunities

administration, to faculty, staff and coaches,

simply believed in their mission to teach young

and providing them opportunities to learn,

from first and second generation immigrant

Since 2010, Richard Karsten ‘81 has served

Marist Catholic educational environment. They

to the over 120 years of leadership from the

Opportunity. “Parents, including many

by Joe Sommo ‘03

”

year. “We aren’t resting on that success. We

What draws those 2,000 applicants?

Richard Karsten is focused on
preparing Stanner High for
ongoing evolutions in education.

they had no idea if there was a demand for a

The future rests on our ability

Your charity ensures
that students have
every opportunity
to succeed “Not for
school but for life.”
With your help,
this group will only
continue to grow in
the years ahead.
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NUMBERS

7,007
Stanner
Olympians

[Farrell, Lovelace,
Joyce, Voudouris,
Gold-Onwude]

$3,000

Since 2010, The Fund
For Molloy has raised

Average
Needs
Assistance
Grant Provided

Enrollment

100%

of Molloy graduates
attend college

2015
8

awarded
over

Stanner Life Magazine
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$90MM
in college scholarships

Summer 2015

.

[and counting!]

$2.06MM

$500 Average Gift

1,568

Class of

Gifts since 2010

Molloy by the Numbers

(All numbers since 2010 or represent the past or upcoming school year)

[and growing!]

1,015

iPads issued
in 2015 / 16

275 Laptops & Desktops

450,000 Linear ft. of Network Cable

30,000 Linear ft. of Optic Cable

44 Teams
17 Sports

The Fund For Molloy is made up of thousands of operating gifts from

Molloy High School. Every year, YOUR gifts have an immediate and

Stanner alumni, parents, students, faculty, staff, and friends. Our Annual

meaningful impact that helps keep Molloy the vibrant learning

Fund is a critical piece through which our supporters give to Archbishop

environment it has been since 1892.

NEEDS ASSISTANCE

ACADEMICS OF THE 21st CENTURY & BEYOND

Donations made to the Annual Fund help Molloy provide the gift of

Our faculty boast an average of 18 years experience. 91% of the faculty
have earned Masters or Doctoral degrees. This, coupled with cutting
edge classroom technology and library resources, creates a world
class college preparatory experience for every student. Thanks to your
support over 30,000 linear feet of fiber optic cable has been installed,
the roll out of our one-to-one computing program is underway (by
2017 we will be the largest private school with such a program in the
NY metropolitan area), and our faculty have received critical training
to continue building upon our tradition of academic excellence.
This combination of faculty experience and latest technologies has
created results that few can match, which can be seen with our most
recent graduating Class of 2015: 239 graduates won 1,465 college
scholarships, totaling $90,253,922.

education to deserving students whose families are going through
extraordinary circumstances. Since 2009 over 750 students have
received help to remain at Molloy. To put this in perspective, this
is approximately 50% of the entire school population for the year.

THE IDEAL BALANCE
Gifts to The Fund For Molloy fuel student campus life, recreation and
wellness resources, outreach programs for community engagement,
and intramural and club sports. This helps Molloy strike the perfect
balance of academic excellence, extracurricular opportunities, and a
cohesive support system. The enrichment of student life is another
wonderful example of why Stanners are so well-rounded and prepared
for the challenges of today and tomorrow. Their successes begin with
the support YOU give to Molloy. Because of your kindness we have
the infrastructure necessary for over 80% of our student body to
participate in an after-school activity.

“WE are stronger with YOU…
Together WE are AM…”

&

40+ Clubs
Activities

STRENGTH AND FLEXIBILITY

In the last 5 years several capital projects have been undertaken at
Molloy. Restoration projects ranging from the state of the art William
J. Murphy Library, to the Jack Curran Gymnasium, to most recently our
student cafeteria and chapel – unrestricted gifts to The Fund For Molloy
serve as a bridge between long-term goals and the immediate, pressing
needs of today. To give you a sense of the footprint impact of your
charity: in just 5 years an estimated 30% of our campus footprint has
been either renovated, restored or modernized.

Learn more about The Fund For Molloy and Named Scholarships or make a gift online today at www.molloyhs.org/donate.

Since 2011, your charity has led to the modernization of...

120,000
emails per month

90 Terrabytes of storage

15 Alumni Events in 2014/15
with

2,000+attending

Jack Curran Gymnasium

William J. Murphy Library

Student Cafeteria
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NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
A Tradition of Giving

by Joe Sommo ‘03

Stanners helping Stanners is a tradition spanning over 120

personal lives. Named Scholarships also honor the legacies of

years. The generosity of the Stanner community makes it

a diverse set of the Molloy family. From students to alumni,

possible for Archbishop Molloy High School to award dozens

teachers to parents, to the Marist Brothers that have fostered

of academic and Named Scholarships to deserving students

faith, service, and excellence at St. Ann’s and Molloy since

each year. These scholarships can often mean the difference

1892, Named Scholarships help students in the name of

in a student’s ability to attend Molloy. Named Scholarships

those who we admire or those loved ones we have lost. In

are particularly important in that they often give precedence

this year’s Stanner Life, we chose to highlight several Named

to students experiencing extenuating circumstances in their

Scholarships that honor our Marist Brothers.

If you would like to donate to any of the Named Scholarships featured in this article, learn about others, or receive
information about how you can establish a new Named Scholarship, visit www.molloyhs.org or call (718) 441-9210.

The Brother Patrick Hogan Fund
In the classroom he is understanding and

Committee can consider increasing the

discerning. On the track he is a mentor

amount awarded or the number of awards.

for fledgling athletes. As a counselor he is

Qualifications for the scholarship include

encouraging; a steadying force. As a friend

financial need, strong academic standing, and

he is one of a kind. Generations of Stanners

involvement in extracurricular activities.

have been privileged to learn from Br. Patrick

Additionally, a grant will be awarded annually

Hogan. He has made his mark at Molloy as a

to a junior / senior or alumnus / na who has

teacher, coach and guidance counselor for over

previously participated in service programs

50 years. He has also spearheaded countless

so they can remain connected and involved

service trips abroad and co-directed several

through future opportunities with the Saint

camps benefiting disadvantaged individuals at

Marcellin Champagnat Service Society.

Esopus. A champion of the marginalized, Br.

Stephen Matteini ‘71 (standing left), President

Pat is exactly what St. Marcellin Champagnat

Richard Karsten ‘81, Br. Patrick Hogan, and

envisioned for his order of Marist Brothers.

Linda Matteini at the Stanner Golf Classic.

“This grant publicly lauds the importance of
volunteer service by students. That’s worth
everything to me. Between the special camps

“Being a Marist Brother gives me the

is my advantage.” Br. Pat’s approach is similar

at Esopus and the service trips abroad, I’ve

opportunity to interact with young people, to

as a track and field coach. “Winning has never

helped many students broaden their world

motivate them to do extraordinary things in

been an issue for me. The issue is teaching

view and realize their potential to help others,

their lives,” said Br. Pat. “It’s a life that I chose

kids individually that they can succeed as best

which they didn’t know they had,” said Br. Pat.

and have never regretted. The influence I may

they can with the talents God gave them. If an

have on kids is often returned as they have a

athlete struggles all I expect is for him or her to

profound influence on me. It’s very rewarding.”

do their very best.” He is just as understanding

In the classroom, Br. Pat is most inspired by
students who have academic difficulties.

as a guidance counselor. “Any student can talk
to me without being judged.”

In June, Molloy announced a gift match
challenge supporting the Br. Patrick Hogan
Fund. Gifts made to the fund through August
31, 2015 will be matched dollar for dollar by
Mr. & Mrs. Matteini, meaning your donation of

“I have always enjoyed working with the

The Brother Patrick Hogan Fund, established

$25 becomes $50. $250 becomes $500. It is a

students who have a little tougher time. I want

by Steve Matteini ‘71 and his wife Linda, will

wonderful gesture by the Matteini family and

them to get a sense that they can succeed.

grant a four-year scholarship to one student

an opportunity to help this fund immediately

Having been a student like that myself, I

beginning with the incoming Freshman class.

impact a student in 2015. Visit us online at

understand where they are coming from. That

As the endowment grows, the Scholarship

www.molloyhs.org/donate for more info.
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The Brother Angus Scholarship
“I wasn’t the best student during my first

day.” John went on to graduate with a high

disadvantages.

few years at Molloy,” said John Umland

GPA/stellar LSAT and subsequently enroll at

The scholarship

‘79. “By senior year I had been shut out of

Harvard Law, one of the top law schools in the

gives priority to a

many universities. That was when Br. Angus

country. He has since enjoyed a successful law

student who has

Wilkinson, my college guidance counselor,

career. “Br. Angus knew when to encourage

participated in

stepped in.” Br. Angus encouraged John to

me and when to dissuade me from making

REACH (Recruiting

apply to the City College of New York (CCNY)

the wrong decision. I received that same

Excellence in

and enroll in Urban Legal Studies, a six year

personal attention at CCNY. I believe if I

Academics for Catholic High Schools), a three

BA/JD program. “He told me, ‘You can succeed

had attended another school I would have

year educational and leadership program for

in this program. It will keep you steady and

been just another number, but because Br.

middle school students that helps them earn

on track.’” After one year, John did so well

Angus stayed involved with my progress, it

scholarships to leading high schools in NYC.

at CCNY that he considered transferring to a

culminated in my attending Harvard Law, an

“My wife Jeanne and I feel this scholarship is

school outside the city. Br. Angus disagreed.

achievement I never would have dreamed of.”

an excellent philanthropic opportunity and

“He said, ‘The grass isn’t always greener on

The Brother Angus Scholarship annually

an effective use of funds as it directly helps

the other side. Stay where you are.’ I did

finances the education of one promising

kids in need. It has been rewarding for us to

and remain grateful for his guidance to this

student who has faced socio-economic

establish this scholarship.”

Br. Angus Wilkinson

The Brother Declan Memorial Fund
“He was one of the most non-judgmental,

Camp in 1977. For one week each summer,

Thanks to Br. Declan’s early support of

joyful, approachable, compassionate teachers

a group of incoming freshmen would enjoy

the camp, these traditions have endured.

at Molloy. He always had a smile on his face

reflection, sports, hiking, trips to the Hudson

Freshman Camp and retreats at Esopus remain

and was available to talk any time that you

River, and other activities at Esopus (read

an important part of a student’s four years

needed,” said Chris Halmy ’86 of his friend

more about Freshman Camp on page 32). “It’s

at Molloy. Following Br. Declan’s passing

Br. Declan Murray. Known for his positivity,

what I would call a very non-pressure, social

in 2011, Halmy, now a CFO with Ally Bank,

sarcastic humor and signature briefcase, Br.

place where making friends is second nature.

considered ways to honor his late friend’s

Declan earned a big following among

legacy. “In collaboration with the Stanner

Stanners for the better part of three

Alumni Center, we came up with The

decades. A Marist Brother for 60 years

Brother Declan Memorial Fund. I think of

and a teacher for 55, Br. Declan joined

Br. Declan in the context of Esopus, so I

the Molloy faculty in 1975 as a religion

wanted the scholarship to help students

teacher and retreat coordinator. He quickly

attend Freshman Camp or volunteer at

established a comfortable classroom

the camp as sophs and upperclassmen in

environment in which his students felt at

the event they do not have the financial

ease and ready to learn.

means,” explained Halmy. “The fund will

While Br. Declan made an impact in the
classroom, it was at the Marist camps
at Esopus that he truly shone. Having
coordinated numerous retreats, he believed
Esopus to be an important sanctuary for
students. The opportunities for personal,
social, and spiritual growth he envisioned at
Esopus were invaluable, and after seeing the
camps underutilized for a brief period in the
1970’s, Br. Declan knew he had work to do. To
keep the camp vibrant with student activity,
Br. Declan pioneered the first Freshman

Br. Declan Murray was a popular figure at Molloy.

meet any other potential needs of the camp.”

to high school. It’s the first introduction to

For Halmy, this fund is a home run. “It feels

Molloy’s Catholic values for many kids,” said

unbelievable to give back to Molloy in this way,

Halmy, who once attended the camp as well

and I hope others will join me in supporting

as subsequent retreats. Br. Declan became a

this fund. Br. Declan was a part of what made

central figure at Esopus, bringing his friendly
classroom demeanor to the Hudson Valley. His
passion for the camp motivated him to give

Stanner Life Magazine

resources to replace equipment, make
repairs, cover transportation costs, or

Esopus helps facilitate a smooth transition

students the best experience possible.

also provide the Brothers at Esopus with

Molloy special, and to see his name, his values,
and his passion for Esopus continue to help
students makes me very proud.”
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News & Notes from Manton Street in Briarwood
by Joe Sommo ‘03
Thank You Br. Thomas, Br.
Bob, Sr. Susan & Mrs. Loo!

Molloy’s 21st Annual Walkathon in October 2014.

Everyone at Molloy extends their sincerest
thanks and best wishes to several colleagues
who have moved on from Molloy as of June.
Earlier this year it was announced that Br.
Thomas Schady, Principal since 2009, had been
appointed by the new US Marist Provincial,
Br. Patrick McNamara, to serve as Director
of Marist Education. “Working at Molloy

Br. Thomas Schady, Principal, stands with students in the cafeteria during Spirit Week.

has been a most rewarding experience. The
message and mission of the Marist Brothers
is alive and well here,” said Br. Thomas.
“Molloy has the best students of any school
I’ve been associated with. They are generous
with their time, spirited and ambitious. This
comes from the guidance and direction of
their teachers, coaches, counselors and my
fellow administrators.” Br. Thomas looks
forward to remaining engaged with the

Left: a student from each grade shows off their colored shirt. Shirts read: “Be Brave”, “Be Spontaneous”, “Be
Open-Minded”, and “Be Nice”. Right: Students competed in a tug of war as part of Spirit Week festivities.

shirts that spread awareness for several

NYBC, one in three people will benefit from

student-driven fundraiser of the year, and it

different causes: green for literacy, pink for

donated blood at some point during their life.

has helped to address many important needs

breast cancer, orange for the prevention of

Nearly 2,000 men, women and children in

around the school since the early 1990’s. In

animal cruelty, gray for Parkinson’s disease,

our communities, including cancer, transplant

recent years, Molloy allocated Walkathon

and light blue for autism. The shirt designs

and surgery patients, trauma victims,

funds to upgrade lighting and equipment in

read “Be ________”, which prompted students

newborn babies and many others need blood

the school’s theater, improve the bleachers,

to fill in the blank by writing their own positive

transfusions everyday. Each donation plays a

curtains and court in the Jack Curran Gym, and

word or idea. “The thought behind the shirts

critical role in saving a life. “Our community

renovate the student cafeteria and chapel.

was two-fold. The cause colors encouraged

came together to donate 134 pints of blood

Money raised from the 2014 Walkathon is

students to think more about doing good

during this year’s blood drive,” said Ms. Kathy

currently funding the summer restoration

for others, while the designs helped them

Forgione, Molloy’s on site Registered Nurse.

of student lockers throughout the building.

internalize who they are and then express

Each locker will be electrostatically painted in

that by writing it on their shirts,” explained Br.

addition to having all hardware refurbished.

Thomas. Students embraced the campaign,

Science Olympiad Team
Reaches State Finals

wearing phrases like “Be Giving”, “Be

Molloy’s Science Olympiad team achieved

Confident”, and “Be Yourself”.

great success at this year’s regional event

Molloy Celebrates
Spirit Week 2015
In an effort to celebrate the great tradition

years, announced she will move on to work

food service areas. 14 skylights, which existed

administrative team and assist their vision of

of school pride at Molloy, administrators and

with The Stony Brook School. “The faculty’s

in the original 1957 design, were uncovered

new beginnings for the province. I will also

faculty founded “Spirit Week” several years

care and desire to see each student learn and

during construction and now provide more

make myself available to Molloy as a resource

ago. The goal of Spirit Week is to spark student

grow has rubbed off on me. Thanks to my

natural light and an inviting feel. In early 2015,

to help however my expertise is most needed.”

and faculty participation around the school

colleagues who were true examples of what

Molloy completed the modernization of its first

by organizing contests, games, and academic

it means to be a teacher in every sense of the

floor chapel, which features new carpeting,

and athletic events that champion creativity,

word,” said Mrs. Loo. Thank you Br. Thomas,

restored chairs and upholstery, climate control,

teamwork, volunteerism and charity.

Br. Bob, Sr. Susan, and Mrs. Loo for your

new lighting, a window looking out to the hall,

“This year, beyond just having fun, we wanted

outstanding service to our community!

and a built in altar. The chapel now serves as a

to raise consciousness among our students as

more comfortable space to celebrate Mass and

to why Molloy is a special place,” said Principal

host many of Molloy’s afterschool activities.

Br. Thomas Schady. “We believe we’re among
the best schools in New York City, but with that

student cafeteria. One of the most heavily

Walkathon Supports
Locker Restoration

used rooms in the building, the modern

“Thanks to the enthusiastic support of our

design boasts improved lighting, updated wall

students and their families, our 21st annual

our students to not only have fun, but to show

furnishings, climate control, a new office for

Walkathon surpassed our goal. Over $160,000

teacher assistants, easier access to the Jack

in pledges was raised,” announced Principal

Curran Gym via a new double door, and wider

Br. Thomas Schady in a report to parents in

track coach at Molloy since 1975, retired from
teaching in June. He will continue, however, to
work as a coach – a passion he does not plan
to give up for a long time. Elsewhere, Sr. Susan
Dean also retired from teaching in June after
having taught religion at Molloy for the past 9
years. “I can honestly say I have experienced
the Marist Charism uniquely expressed in
each faculty member and student. This is
a wonderful professional and educational
environment,” said Sr. Susan. Lastly, Mrs.
Christine Loo, a college guidance counselor
and SMILE counselor at Molloy for the past 7
12
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The 2014-15 Stanner Science Olympiad Team.

October 2014. Molloy’s Walkathon is the only

Molloy community. “I will support my Marist

Br. Bob Andrews, a social studies teacher and

A student donates blood at our annual Blood Drive.

belief comes a responsibility to lead and give
back. In that sense we wanted to challenge
their school spirit through charity and giving.
That is at the heart of what makes Molloy
special.” Students and faculty wore colored

“The service and giving opportunities that
were offered during Spirit Week were a
great way for the school to put its Marist
Catholic spirit into action,” said Ms. Elizabeth
Murdocca, the school’s Director of Student
Activities. In addition to raising awareness
for causes, the school also participated in the
Jeans for Teens campaign throughout Spirit
Week. Over 1,200 pairs of jeans were collected
for homeless individuals in need in just five
days. “The truck was full,” said Br. Thomas.

Stanners Rally to Give the
Gift of Life at Blood Drive
Stanners and faculty members volunteered to
give the gift of life earlier this year. The New
York Blood Center, which made its annual
visit to Molloy in April 2015, has served over
20 million people in New York, New Jersey,
and beyond since 1964. According to the

hosted at Grover Cleveland High School. Out of
37 participating schools from across New York
State, Molloy placed fifth, qualifying them for
a trip to the State Finals. Only the top seven
finishing schools in the regional event are
invited to the State Finals. In addition, Molloy
placed seventh out of 58 teams competing at
the regional event. 14 of 15 individual team
members also earned honors and medals for
their work. “Our youngest and newest team
member, Alex Rief ’18, is to be commended
for his outstanding achievements in both of
his events (Bungee Drop & Scrambler),” said
moderator and science teacher Mr. John Attard
’06. “Anthony Balaguera ’15 should also be
commended for medaling in all of his events.
All of our sophomores, including Julian West,
Stephanie Lechki, Vivian Chen, and Andrew
Christophorou, should be commended for
earning medals in multiple events.”
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Molloy’s One-to-One Computing
Program A Huge Success in First Year

by Ashley Mayer ‘12

“A one-to-one computing program is a prerequisite for a quality,

can directly contact the coordinator to show their interest in getting

contemporary education. It is not optional,” said Molloy President

involved,” explained Vassilia. By the 2017-18 school year, this and other

Richard Karsten ’81. Several years ago, President Karsten, in

apps will benefit all students at Molloy as iPads will be a part of each

collaboration with Principal Br. Thomas Schady and Molloy’s

class year’s curriculum.

administration, observed the implementation of similar programs in
other schools in and out of the Marist community. It was apparent that
putting technology right into students’ hands was the most critical new
advancement for the future of Stanner High. In a unanimous decision,
administration decided that Molloy would incorporate a one-to-one
computing program into its Freshman curriculum beginning in Fall 2014.
In order to take on a project of this magnitude the administration

iPads have supplemented lesson plans that utilize previously
implemented technology such as the school’s SMARTboards. One app,
Airplay, provides teachers with a button that transfers information from
their iPad directly onto their SMARTboard. Students can also use this
function to respond to questions or give presentations, creating a more

Class of 2015 Awarded $90+
Million in College Scholarships

interactive classroom experience. “A wealth of information is instantly
available to each student,” said Freshman Social Studies teacher Sabina

needed all of the facts. Every decision

Kobinski ’04. “For example, I have

was made with great care, “PC or

used Google Earth, rather than a

Mac, start with one class year or all

textbook, to help students visualize

four years together, buy or lease,”

the geography and terrain of a

Karsten explained. “We visited

location. In doing so, I synced Google

other schools, went to classrooms

Earth directly from my iPad to the

by Joe Sommo ‘03

and talked directly to teachers, and

SMARTboard.” The world is literally at

In June, Archbishop Molloy High School

the past seven years. “It’s a recognition

process. By accompanying students to

students’ and teachers’ fingertips.

announced that its Class of 2015 had been

from colleges near and far that Stanners

campuses, meeting with school leadership,

awarded over $90 million in scholarships and

perform exceptionally well across the board

and bringing college brochures to life, Molloy’s

grants from 156 different colleges. This is an

in academics and extracurricular activities.”

college guidance department affords students

incredible achievement, but it comes as no

Molloy has long built a national reputation

an incredible opportunity to gain a wealth

surprise to Molloy’s administration, faculty

of success going as far back as the days of

of knowledge and make a good impression

and staff. “Our students are enjoying the

St. Ann’s. Schools such as Columbia, Boston

before they ever apply to their first college.

benefits of a more strategic focus on college

College, St. John’s University, Fordham,

“Students sometimes think they know a lot

prep,” said President Richard Karsten ’81.

Southern California, Northeastern and many

about a school because it’s local, but they

“We’ve increased personal outreach at the

more know that Molloy develops top-tier

may overlook aspects of that school because

admissions and administrative levels, we’ve

students. In turn, representatives of these

of that assumption,” said counselor Ted

met directly with school leadership, we’ve

colleges visit Manton Street year-round. “Great

McGuinness ‘81. “We really want them to look

established strong alumni connections, and

schools will always be interested in Molloy

deeper into such local schools to learn more

we’ve brought our students to campuses all

because of its track record of producing quality

than they would in a brochure. When we bring

over the northeast. We’ve also collaborated

students,” said Gus Esgro, a former recruiter

our students to campuses they become vitally

with colleges to bring their representatives

for the University of Scranton who recently

aware of the educational opportunities that lie

and early admission days here to Molloy.

joined Molloy’s college guidance team. “At

before them,” said McGuinness.

These initiatives have given our students

Scranton we always tried to recruit Stanners

more opportunities to succeed, and the

because of their reputation for service and
community values.”

carefully made decisions on all issues.
It was a complicated process that we

“From chalk on a board, to

knew would be very rewarding.” It

overhead projectors, to computers,

took a great deal of work behind the

to SMARTboards and now to iPads,

scenes, including additional training

technology has and always will

for faculty and staff, but the program

advance,” said CJ Mallia, Molloy’s

successfully launched on schedule in
Molloy’s one-to-one computing program will benefit all students by 2017.

September 2014.

Director of Information Technology.
“Kids now really don’t know life

“Where the program really takes off

without devices. Everything else is obsolete. That leaves schools with

is when the students get involved. Their inherent skillfulness with the

the task of shifting their curriculums to meet the needs of modern

technology catapults the program into an even greater success,” said

students. Molloy has done an exceptional job to this point, as the

Karsten, who lauds the program’s interactive nature. Students like

Freshman class enjoyed a seamless transition this past year.” President

Vassilia Plakas ’18 have enjoyed having the advantage of the iPad in the

Karsten agrees. “The first year of the one-to-one computing program

classroom. “Technology is incredibly important in my everyday life, and

was absolutely a success, and I am very excited for what the future

it is becoming more and more sophisticated everyday. That’s why I feel

holds. Apple has shared with us that by 2018 Molloy will be the largest

it is important that iPads were introduced to Molloy’s curriculum.”

fully implemented iPad program in the tri-state area for private schools.

The iPads have provided a safe, structured and school-monitored outlet

That is a significant benchmark.”

for communication among classmates and between students and their

Molloy will continue to add new technology into its curriculum in the

proof is in the remarkable over $90 million in

teachers. Students use helpful applications like EdModo, which allows

coming years, as recruiting the best students becomes increasingly

scholarships and grants awarded this year.”

them to easily find homework and quizzes posted by teachers, as well as

more competitive. “Molloy will have an increased focus on STEM

to safely contact classmates and teachers in a controlled environment.

– Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. We will also

“EdModo lets us know when certain events are happening around

investigate ways to improve organizational operations through new

the school or when volunteer opportunities are available. A student

technologies,” said Karsten.
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Instant Admission is also an important piece of
the puzzle. Schools including St. John’s, College
of St. Rose, St. Peter’s, NYIT, St. Francis College,

Having a personal relationship with college

Dominican, LIU Post, Mount St. Mary College,

“It’s a validation of the caliber of student

leaders across the country, specifically in

and Seton Hall book afternoons at Molloy

that Molloy develops,” said Christine Loo,

administration and admissions, is an integral

during which their representatives interview

a college guidance counselor at Molloy for

part of success in the college guidance

students face to face. Students present their

Stanner Life Magazine
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Continued from page 15

transcripts and SAT scores, answer a variety

totaling approximately $80,000 at St. John

of questions, and are informed on the spot if

Fisher College to be awarded to Molloy

they have been accepted and how much they

graduates. Jim Shannon ’83, an active member

are eligible to be awarded in scholarships.

of Molloy’s School Board as well as St. John’s

Approximately 34% of the $90 million awarded

University’s Board of Governors, created

to the Class of 2015 – about $30 million – is a

college. What the Class of 2015 has achieved

an endowment in honor of his late mother,

direct result of Instant Admission.

should give parents at least some confidence

Patricia Shannon, to benefit up to four Molloy

that Molloy is being proactive in helping them

Alumni involvement has also impacted

graduates attending St. John’s each year.

deal with that financial concern. Stanners are

graduating Molloy seniors. Mike O’Conor ’69,

Mike and Jim are just two alumni who have

earning scholarship money to make college

a senior consultant and director at Jordan &

generously paved the way for others to step

affordable. That will only help Molloy in its

Jordan, established a four year scholarship

forward and make a profound difference.

recruitment efforts moving forward,” said Loo.

Our Class of 2015’s $90 million achievement
will not only benefit them, but Molloy as well.
“I think there is often understandable concern
among a lot of parents about how to finance

Congratulations to Molloy’s Class of 2015!
On Saturday, June 6th, Archbishop Molloy High School celebrated its
123rd commencement ceremony. The Class of 2015 proudly filled Colden
Auditorium in front of family and friends, each graduate already feeling
nostalgic about their four memorable years at Molloy. Salutatorian Justin
Esposito shared remarks with his classmates. “For me, Molloy offered the
promise of a new start…but at first I was shy and quiet. Later, I started
getting involved at Esopus, and by leading groups there I became more
confident. Our experiences allowed us to open up. It’s how we develop
and grow. At each stage we leave familiar surroundings…but though the
future may be scary, we can rest assured that we will be able to handle it
because of the strong base Molloy has given each of us.”
Valedictorian Ewa Gerlak also addressed the crowd during the ceremony.
“Looking back, we can’t give all the credit to textbooks. Who we have
become results from our teachers, family, friends, and our own conscious
choices. Our teachers are a rare kind. They taught us with such fervor and
dedication – as if they think we are the answer to the world’s problems.
They have always supported us, and have never criticized us for far-fetched
ideas and opinions. We are future doctors, engineers, authors, teachers,
counselors, athletes, and politicians. We have the ability and knowledge
to accomplish our goals and not stop in the face of failure. My only wish
for all of us is to do what we love.”
This year’s graduates are attending 103 different schools. These
include St. John’s, Syracuse, Boston College, Fordham, Adelphi, Molloy
College, Barnard, Notre Dame, Marist College, University of Portland,
Northeastern, Penn State, St. Anselm, Loyola, Vassar, Villanova, Pace,
Hunter, Baruch, Queens College, and many other outstanding schools.

For more more information on Molloy’s college guidance department visit www.molloyhs.org. Additional photos of Molloy’s commencement
ceremony and other school events throughout the year can be found on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ArchbishopMolloy.
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Senior Spotlight
Interviews by Joe Sommo ‘03

Name: Carla Hanna

Activities: Retreat & Peer Group
Leader, Model UN, Briarwood
Shelter, Swim Team, Lantern,
Tutoring, National Honor Society
Notes: I will be attending Barnard
College this fall with a focus on
science and pre-med. I’m thinking
about studying to be a doctor, but I’m not sure just yet.

Name: Matthew Lees

Activities / Honors: Varsity Baseball
& Soccer, Retreat Leader, National
Honor Society, Half Scholarship
Notes: I’m excited to attend
Northwestern and its McCormick
School of Engineering. I’m leaning
toward Industrial Engineering
specifically. I would like to play club sports as well.

Name: Enrica Cotellessa

Activities / Honors: Event Volunteer,
Campus Ministry, Lantern, Peer
Group Leader, Liturgy Committee,
Br. Ron Marcellin Scholarship
Notes: I will be studying Computer
Engineering at Manhattan College.
I hope to work with their “Arches”
Volunteer Program and as an RA so I can help other students.

Name: Tahina Felisca

Activities: Peer Tutor, Math League,
Book Club, National Honor Society
Notes: I will be attending MIT
where I plan on studying Electrical
Engineering. I’m really interested in
renewable energy and finding ways
to protect the environment. I would
like to join a volunteer leadership program on campus too.

Name: Matthew Capp

Activities / Honors: Honor Roll,
Varsity Basketball, Campus Ministry,
Retreat, Encounter & Camp Leader
Notes: I’m attending SUNY Geneseo.
I’m really into current events and
foreign policy, so I may study
International Relations. My dream
job would be working with the State Department someday.

We caught up with a few members of
the Class of 2015 to find out where
they’ve been and where they’re going!

Name: Justin Esposito

Activities / Honors: Salutatorian,
Science Olympiad, Briarwood
Shelter, Elsbeth Kroeber Award
for Math, Half Scholarship
Notes: I want to declare
Integrated Neuroscience as
my major at Fordham. I’ll seek
internships on the pre-med track, but a PhD is also possible.

Name: Gabriella Bruno

Activities / Honors: Principal’s
List for 4 years, Peer Tutor, Soccer,
Softball, Track & Field Team
Notes: I love physics and plan on
studying Nuclear Engineering at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
beginning this fall. You might see
me working somewhere in the defense industry someday.

Name: Thomas Morgan

Activities / Honors: Captain of the
Varsity Swim Team for 3 years
Notes: Accounting or marketing is
my biggest area of interest. I like
working with numbers. I’m not
sure where it will take me right
now, but I’m open to many things.
Beyond that, I’ll be playing rugby at SUNY Geneseo.

Name: Isabella Dudek

Activities / Honors: Honors with
Distinction, Track & Field Team
Notes: I want to study nursing
at Binghamton University. I’ll be
volunteering at NY Presbyterian
this summer and hopefully will
join a club sport in the fall. I’m
going to miss Molloy and my amazing track family.

Name: Janet Narain

Activities / Honors: SMILE,
Honors Classes, Arts & Improv,
Literary Magazine, Spirit Leader
Notes: I’m attending Hofstra. I
want to be a marketing executive,
but for a company that does well
for the world – like protecting the
environment or promoting positive body image.
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Stanner Athletics

by Nick
D’Arienzo

Anyone even casually familiar with Molloy is no doubt familiar with the storied tradition of Stanner Athletics. From the glory days of hoops stars like
Kenny Smith ‘83, Kenny Anderson ‘89, Kevin Joyce ‘69 and others, to track legends like Tom Farrell ‘61 and Chris Lopez ‘91, and baseball standouts
like major leaguer Mike Baxter ‘02, athletic excellence has long been a proud component of Molloy’s esteemed history. While the arrival of female
student-athletes in 2000 certainly changed the Stanner sports landscape, as did the introduction of several new sports offerings, one thing has

Girls Varsity Basketball
Molloy caught the attention not just of New York City, not just of
New York State, but the entire country this season, thanks largely
to signature wins over two nationally ranked programs early in their
non-league schedule. In an impressive road win on December 17, the
Stanners defeated three-time Class “AA” public school champions

remained constant – a tireless pursuit of excellence. Our 2014-2015 season was no exception. Let’s take a moment to celebrate some of the special

Ossining, 69-63. Quinnipiac-bound senior Aryn McClure scored 19

teams, players, and coaches who made us especially proud, and our seniors who are soon headed off to college.

points and notched 11 rebounds in the victory. Just four days later, at
the Francis Lewis Hoops Queens Winter Showcase, the Stanners beat
perennial/defending/eventual New York State Federation Class “AA”

Varsity Softball

it was Yule who pitched the Stanners to their 3-1 semi-final victory

Just in case you hadn’t heard, Molloy’s Varsity girls softball team are

over St. Joseph by the Sea, thanks in large part to a three-run homer

champions Long Island Lutheran, 55-45, bringing the Stanners’ record

New York State Champions! Consider their success the culmination of

by hard-hitting first baseman Camille Sears. (The junior hit a whopping

to an impressive 7-0, despite the intense competition. Senior guard

a three year journey. Its five seniors first suffered through a season as

.524 with a team-leading 10 home runs and 40 RBI!) Just minutes

Kaitlyn Mahon, now headed to Queens College, scored 14 points, and

sophomores that saw the Stanners post run-rule defeats early. Then,

after besting Sea in the semis, earning themselves the city title in the

Emer Moloney, who will join her at QC, added 12. The signature wins

because we didn’t want those games to be the pinnacle of our season,”
McClure said. “We want our team to keep progressing and winning.”
Progress the Stanners did, and win they did, too. Despite falling in the
rankings, Molloy fought their way back to the CHSAA Class AA girls
basketball state semifinals, where they edged out St. Mary’s 46-45,
thanks to a dominant third quarter
and two clutch free throws by

Emer Moloney ‘15

Moloney with 1:28 remaining. To win
it all, they would have to get past
Christ the King at home in Briarwood.
The Royals (20-7), by now ranked No.
1 in NYC and No. 8 in the Tri-State by
MSG Varsity, trailed 26-20 at halftime,
but despite McClure’s valiant 23-point
effort, were able to bounce back

process, Molloy headed across the street to face

earned our Stanners a No. 1 overall ranking in NYS along with a No.

St. Anthony’s to settle some unfinished Stanner

6 ranking nationally according to the Max Preps/CBS Sports rankings.

adversity ultimately brought the team together

business. This time it was Zeni who took the hill,

Commanding the attention of such formidable competition, as well

great season for Molloy (22-8), as

by the time they became seniors. “This is

holding the LI champs to a single run, despite

as media on both the state and national levels, could not have made

they ended up ranked No. 2 in NYC

one of my favorite groups,” said head coach

a heavy hitting lineup. And once again, it was a

us prouder. “Our Varsity girls being No. 1 in New York and No. 6 in

and No. 13 in the Tri-State by MSG Varsity. As Coach Scott Lagas puts it,

Maureen Rosenbaum, having just concluded

junior who would supply power at the plate, as

the country is an incredible accomplishment that is shared by all of

“Despite the tough loss to King, I was proud, because we never backed

her 15th season with the school. Senior

Jamie Durso’s two-run double with two outs in

our players and coaches in the program,” said Athletic Director Mike

down and we left it all on the floor. Emer, Kate, and Aryn set an example

pitchers Alexandra Yule and Amanda Zeni

the top of the sixth was all Zeni would need to

McCleary. After tough losses in January against Christ the King and New

for many young players in our program with their hard work and how

helped set the tone for the Stanners, especially

finish the job, earning Molloy the CHSAA Class

Jersey’s Manasquan High School, the Stanners got back on track – led by

they put the team before themselves. They represented the school by

in the postseason. “I always like having senior

“AA” Softball crown. As Yule (Columbia) and

the no-quit-in-them McClure, Mahon and Moloney. “We had to regroup

showing that Molloy kids are leaders, hard workers, and winners.”

as juniors, they fell 1-0 to rival Mary Louis in
Amanda Zeni ‘15

the diocesan semifinals. But triumphing over

leadership, and Alexandra and Amanda were

Alexandra Yule ‘15

Zeni (Kean) now head off to college, expect to
hear more from Durso and Sears in 2016. Says

our co-captains. I think after losing last year,

in the second half, edging out the
Stanners 62-55. All in all, it was a

Jared Lovelace ’15, a nationally ranked Triple and High Jumper, has signed with Wisconsin.

they came back hungry and wanted to win.” Yule in particular, winner

Rosenbaum, who’s now managed the Stanners to two state titles in

Following in the footsteps of his father Kawan Lovelace ’94, a former Olympian, Jared has amassed an

of a 2015 Jack Curran Outstanding Senior Athlete Award, had a great

five years: “They’re two different players – Camille is a power-hitting

impressive resume: winning 7 MVP awards between Indoor, Outdoor, Intersectional and City Championships,

season both as a pitcher, sporting an 18-3 overall record, and as a

infielder, and Jamie is a quick outfielder who can hurt you with speed –

earning individual championships in the Triple and High Jump at multiple meets for three straight years,

hitter, setting a school record with a .613 average. At Hofstra this May,

but they both know how to step up in pressure situations.”

setting a new record for the Triple Jump at the 2015 CHSAA Indoor Intersectional Championships, and
contributing to Molloy’s JV City Champion Basketball Team in 2013. During the 2014-15 school year,

Varsity / JV Bowling

Jared placed 3rd nationally at the Indoor National Championships. He holds the Catholic High School City

While other sports may tend to grab more of the attention and headlines, head coach Vinny Leonardo never

Championship for the Triple and High Jump, and is No. 2 all time for Molloy in the Triple Jump Indoor Season.

lets that faze him or his kids. “I don’t care what sport it is, you’re still teaching them how to compete the
right way,” says Leonardo, who’s been coaching Varsity and JV bowling at Molloy for 23 years. In that time,

Girls JV Basketball

And win they did; 26 times without a single loss! They are your 2015

the Stanners have enjoyed 19 City Championships – 9 with Varsity, and 10 with JV. “I keep them all together

Undefeated! The JV girls hoopsters beat any and all who came their

Diocesan and City champs. Harnischfeger singled out three standouts

as a group, and I’m constantly telling them how special and valuable they are.” This year’s Varsity squad

way this year and capped off a fantastic season with a city title by

won themselves a Diocesan Championship, while their JV counterparts won a city title again. After 23 years,
Leonardo’s very much got the routine down pat, shuttling back and forth between Varsity and JV equally, and
he enjoys coaching at both levels. “I get to teach them from the beginning and work with them right on up.”
The tireless Leonardo also coaches Handball for Molloy. His inclination to be in two places at once, however, got severely tested this season when
the Varsity Bowling team’s City Championship pitted two family members against one another. “I had one grandson on Molloy, and one on Holy

besting Cardinal Spellman in dramatic fashion, winning 52-49 to take
the city title. Head coach Joe Harnischfeger points out that while the
Stanners are not necessarily a pressing team defensively, “we consider
ourselves a pressing team offensively, in terms of pushing the ball up on

for recognition. “First and foremost, Keely McEachern, our leader and
team captain. In the six years I’ve been here, she’s the best captain
we’ve had. She ran the court with a lot of energy, and the kids all
looked up to her.” McEachern led the team in assists and was the third
leading scorer on the season. The Stanners’ top scorer was Gabriella
DeVito. “An exceptional three-point shooter, with great success from

Cross!” Holy Cross ultimately emerged victorious, and as Leonardo recalls with a laugh, “Believe me, I wasn’t gonna ride home in that car!” A tip

offense. We did that consistently all year.” During the regular season,

mid-range, as well” Harnischfeger notes. “And our defensive catalyst

of the cap then to the aforementioned grandson, Dowling-bound senior Thomas Cacioppo, who finished with a 202 average for the season, third

it’s safe to say rival Christ the King posed the biggest challenge for

was Abigail Duvivier, our best rebounder and one of our most athletic

highest on the team Kudos also to team captain Matt Gardner (Stony Brook), who finished up with a 183. As for the highest average on Varsity this

Molloy (twice!), but what Harnischfeger is proudest of is the way his

players.” The fact that all three are juniors suggests that the future of

season? That honor goes to RJ Ayroso, with a 206. And Leonardo’s favorite thing about that? Ayroso is only a sophomore!

players “were never intimidated. They always felt that they could win.”

girls basketball at Molloy is bright!
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Michael Tammaro ’15 has signed to attend and play golf with St. Francis College.
Michael has been an outstanding golfer for Molloy, as coach Bill Niklaus ’80 describes him as his
No. 1 player for four years running. With Michael, Molloy’s Varsity golf team has won the Brooklyn

Varsity Lacrosse

for the Stanners and was named not only

When this year’s seniors first entered Molloy,

Molloy’s MVP, but the NSCHSGAA’s Player of the

/ Queens Championship 4 straight years, and Michael has won the Catholic State Championship 4

lacrosse wasn’t even a Varsity sport. But after

years in a row as an individual. “As a player, Michael’s skills are top notch. As a person, I find him

one year of club play, girls Varsity head coach

down to Earth, pleasant, and just a nice human being,” said Niklaus. At St. Francis, Michael’s new

Bill Niklaus (standing) & Mike McCleary (right)

Alison Scalice took the reins and couldn’t be

coach will be Jeffrey Clarke ’93, who once served as an assistant coach to Niklaus at Molloy.

join the Tammaro family for Michael’s signing.

prouder of how far her girls had come in such

Girls Varsity Soccer

undefeated and never scored upon in the tournament. Standout midfielder Lindsay Wynne was named Tournament MVP, and in her first
year of participation, Zink received the Coaches Award. “Their attitude
and confidence changed after that and we played some great soccer for

a short time. From winning just a single game
in their first season to going undefeated in
conference play in 2014-2015 (10-0), earning
themselves the regular season title and a No. 1

Year as well. Scalice was also quick to shout out
Vicky Gianatiempo, a senior playing lacrosse for
Molloy for the first time, whose self-sacrifice
on defense and inspiring messages to the team
helped serve as a rallying cry for the squad.
While Molloy ultimately fell short in their quest
for a title – a heartbreaking 8-7 overtime loss
to Holy Trinity - Scalice, who won her second

Julia Brandt ‘15

consecutive Coach of the Year award, made sure

the rest of the season.” “Everyone gets knocked down, but champions

seed in the playoffs, the Stanners demonstrated

get back up,” a slogan crafted the previous season by Zink’s JV squad

exactly what those years of playing together

after winning their division, was now the mantra for her Varsity squad

meant to them. “I think what made us so good,”

the team in such high regard that they awarded

as well. “We wanted to show we were all there to support her like she

says Scalice, “is that we really became a team.

the Stanners their annual Sportsmanship Award.

supports us,” said Melany Caceres, a junior midfielder. “As a coach

Everybody believed that we could beat anybody,

“What I think made them special is the way they

she guides us, and we wanted to show how much we appreciate her.”

that we could win any game.” Standout Christina

helped each other and picked each other up all

With both coach and team having forged a bond stronger than ever,

Lavelle, soon headed to UCONN, led the scoring

season,” says Scalice. “They were a true team.”

her players walked away from the season with
their heads held high. In fact, the league held

the indefatigable Stanners found themselves in the championship
In ten seasons as Molloy’s JV girls soccer coach, Judy Zink led the team

game again. They’d be facing Holy Trinity – a team that had already

Photos, stats, information on players, coaches, schedules, and team and individual achievements can be found year-round at www.molloyhs.org.

to the championship game ten times, earning Molloy six Nassau/

beaten them twice during the season. “The day of the championship,

Congratulations to all of our hard working student-athletes and coaches on another fantastic year of Stanner sports.

Suffolk CHSGAA Division “A” titles. It’d be the 2014-15 campaign,

I took the girls into the chapel at Molloy before we left. ‘Attitude is

and Zink’s first as Varsity coach, that would prove to be the most

everything,’ I told them. ‘With the right attitude, you can get anything

memorable, however. Shortly after being announced as new Varsity

you want.’” Zink couldn’t be prouder of how her Stanners responded.

head coach in January 2014, Zink was diagnosed with Stage 2 breast

“Every girl played her best game that day.” But when Caceres scored

cancer. Her chemo treatments throughout that spring were successful,

a goal late in the second half, the victory over Holy Trinity that had

and she was deemed cancer-free, but Zink concedes that the season

eluded them was finally theirs, as well as the Nassau-Suffolk CHSGAA

started tentatively. “I think the girls may have been concerned about

title. “They never gave up,” Zink recalls. In addition to Molloy’s

whether I would be healthy enough and how that would affect their

championship trophy, Zink was named Coach of the Year. “But what

season.” But an exceptional performance at the Charley Zink Kiwanis

means the most to me,” says Zink, “is a soccer ball which all the players

Sportsmanship Soccer Cup (named after Zink’s late father, a Queens

signed. When I look at that, I remember their tremendous effort on the

coaching legend) helped turn things around quickly. The Stanners were

field and the smiles on their faces after winning.”

Boys / Girls Varsity Swimming

400-meter relay teams swam to new low marks. Our boys, also went

Our boys and girls Varsity swimming teams capped off another

undefeated in their division (5-0). And bravo, Coach Dennis Wresch

successful year in the pool, with each team taking home championship

(also the girls coach!), who was named Division II Coach of the Year.

Molloy Honors its Veterans
As we all know, it is important to honor our US Veterans. The men and women who serve our country make
incredible sacrifices to ensure the protection and freedom of Americans and allies around the world. Many
Stanners have donned the uniforms of our armed forces, and some even bravely gave their lives. Molloy
honors these selfless Stanners with a memorial outside the Jack Curran Gymnasium. In addition, Private
First Class Louis Willett ’63 is a member of the Stanner Hall of Fame. PFC Willett was posthumously awarded
the Medal of Honor after his heroic actions on the battlefield in Vietnam. On February 15, 1967, Willett’s
squad, Company C, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division, suddenly found itself taking heavy fire
from a large enemy force. Willett rose to draw the bulk of the enemy’s barrage, enabling his squad to safely
withdraw. Willett was mortally wounded during this selfless act of courage. The Medal of Honor is the
greatest respect bestowed on those who serve, and Willett is the only Stanner to hold this distinction.
Molloy was blessed on November 7, 2014 to host a significant event honoring those who serve and our

titles. The boys won the CHSAA

The boys Varsity team placed fifth out

fallen Stanner heroes in observation of Veteran’s Day. This could not have been possible without the

Division II dual meet championships,

of sixteen at the CHSAA city swimming

volunteer efforts of members of the Class of 1963. In particular, former US Navy Captain Larry Seible ’63

while the girls swept all three GCHSAA

championships in February, and all

volunteered much time and effort to ensure that the actions of heroes like PFC Willett continue to be

championships. The girls’ team posted

of the swimmers who qualified for

reflected on justly. “Veteran’s Day is a celebration to honor all of America’s veterans for their patriotism,

its third-straight undefeated season by

the meet earned their best times of

love of country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common good. It is an important time for our

winning the dual meet championship,

the season. Notably: junior Ruben

country,” said Capt. Seible. The event raised over $1,000 for a scholarship in PFC Willett’s name. In addition,

its 12th straight Brooklyn/Queens

Cerri-Droz, who finished 8th in the

Capt. Seible’s donation of a floral arrangement dedicated to PFC Willett in observation of Memorial Day

championship, and its third straight city

Varsity Swim team with coaches Dennis Wresch & Dan Quinn ‘00

50 freestyle and 3rd in the 100

2015 was also deeply appreciated by everyone at Molloy. It is the efforts of alumni like Capt. Seible that

championship. In its 13 year history, the girls’ swim team has now won

Breaststroke; and junior Brendan Woods, who finished 8th in the 100

help preserve the memory of our greatest heroes. We thank everyone who has helped us honor our

seven city championships. The team also set four school records at

Back Stroke. Cerri-Droz (100 Breast) and fellow junior teammate Harry

Stanner veterans in the past year, and look forward to continuing this tradition.

the GCHSAA championship meet in February. Carolyn Crocker lowered

Ortof (500 Free) were also selected to the CHSAA State swim team and

her records in the 200- and 500-meter freestyle, andthe 200- and

swam at the State Championships at Ithaca College.
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Above: Lt. Col. Tim
Swan & Lt. Col. Ed
Northrop present a
flag flown over the
PFC Louis Willett ‘63

US Capitol in Willett’s

honor. A student also honors fallen veterans
with a flag display during the ceremony.
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#SMILE

Celebrating half a century of
learning, helping, and growing.
by Joe Sommo ‘03

P

eer to peer. Like to like. Group counseling among friends in a
comfortable, judgment-free environment. The humble beginnings
of one of the most immensely successful afterschool programs in

Molloy history took root in the early 1960’s, when a tall, brawny, imposing
man named Brother Leo Richard began changing lives. Known to many as
“the man with the booming voice,” Leo bounded in and out of classrooms
and offices with enthusiasm and heart. He would often point to a student
in the hall, tell him to meet him (all boys at the time) after school,
and then suddenly vanish. The befuddled student would meet Leo as

“

lean on. In 1971, the guidance and religion

dozens of counseling sessions too big for Br.

Among those featured in the now historic

departments, recognizing the value of SMILE,

Leo and his peer counselors to manage. The

video is Br. Regis. “There are a lot of people in

decided together that every sophomore

influence of SMILE spread wide enough that

this room who have gone a long way through

at Molloy should have an opportunity to

even more hands were needed on deck. Over

the SMILE program. I’ve encouraged a lot of

experience peer group counseling. It would

the years Leo would go on to enlist a number

you to talk to each other, and I think you’re

mean Brother Leo.
It means we. It’s

officially become part of the sophomore

of faculty members, close friends and other

fantastic people because of it. Not that you

curriculum later that year.

professionals to moderate groups of students.

weren’t that way when you started out, but

People like Br. Francis Regis, Br. Ronald

you didn’t know how good you were,” says

Marcellin, Dr. Patrick Murphy and his mother

Br. Regis to his SMILE students. Joseph Egan

Sheila, Dr. Robert Englert, Mari Hart, Mary

’89, a peer group leader and senior who was

always we...

journalist for the New York Times. “Students

Michels, Fr. Edward Doran, Br. James Norton…

inspired greatly by Br. Leo, is also a featured

the list goes on and on. So many people were

speaker in the video. “I can’t believe it’s time

tapped to nurture the SMILE program, each

to leave now. I’ve been through so much at the

one bringing their own unique approach to

school,” says Egan of his upcoming graduation.

helping teens.

“I made so many real friends – friends that

SMILE doesn’t

”

– Br. Leo Richard
SMILE Founder

already made history at Molloy. In 1973, that
history was validated by Francis X. Clines, a
Advised by Students” was published on
September 16, 1973. An excerpt from the
article reads: “Girls in their lives, college
and career choices were discussed by each,
with a number speaking of leaving home.

In 1989, SMILE celebrated its silver

Optimism was the unspoken consensus until

anniversary. The once humble program had

one young man brought the group up short by

reached its 25 year milestone, revolutionizing

interrupting; ‘Yeah, well how many are really

counseling as a whole in the process and

Students were drawn to Leo’s passionate character. They brought

leaving home mainly to get away from it?’

serving as a model in the mental health field

their friends, their girlfriends, anyone they could think of to meet with

Four hands went up and the session ended

for many practitioners. The then members of

him. He was often asked to visit with parishioners at local churches

with the problem unsettled, but out in the

SMILE joined their counselors for a birthday

to speak with the people that they cared about. He was working

open.” Clines had recognized the power that

party of sorts, complete with a cake and

seemingly non-stop on a mission to help every last person he could.

SMILE had. Students who sat in on sessions

candles. Also included was a video camera,

It wasn’t before long that Leo began to crash. He came down with

had no fear of speaking

which documented over two hours of the

an illness and spent time at Esopus to recuperate. He was told by his

their minds, of addressing

doctors to slow down or his health would be at risk. This hit Leo hard.

the tough issues or being

He began to relax his busy mind, but also started thinking of ways to

honest with each other. It

continue his counseling without becoming exhausted.

was a vehicle to allow any

requested, unsure of what to expect. Any trepidation that existed would
vanish as quickly as Br. Leo upon his first appearance, as the counselor
would get to the crux of the issue: who are you and how can I help?

After nearly a decade, Br. Leo and SMILE had

repressed thought to be

Above: Brother Leo Richard (far right) and Mrs. Sheila Murphy are all smiles with

Br. Leo put his new insights into action upon his healthy return to

an uncaptioned student in the 1984 yearbook.

Molloy. To help his work he recruited some of the young people who

Leo would meet with students every single day. He would spend a full day

he had previously counseled – kids that had worked out some of their

teaching and then make himself available to meet anytime, anywhere,

own problems. These students would not only sit in on counseling

and for as long as necessary. He met with students without fail even

sessions, but would drive them. Leo began to refer to the concept as

though he didn’t have an office of his own. Eventually one of the other

“likes on likes” – peer counselors who had already “been through it”.

Another aspect

Brothers let him borrow his office. Leo began to meet there so frequently

They had the experience and were in a natural position to help others

that Clines’s article

that eventually it was given to him. That office was room 304. A small,

free themselves from the trials and tribulations of teenaged life. Along

revealed to the public

dark, cramped room on the third floor of a Marist Catholic high school in

the way, Leo and his peer counselors had come up with a name for

was that SMILE was

Briarwood, Queens is where Leo’s vision would begin to take shape.

what was happening in room 304: SMILE…Something More in Life’s

a big program. What

Experience. By the 1970’s, the popular afterschool program had finally

began in tiny room

earned a spot in the Blue & White Yearbook.

304, or what had

In essence, however, SMILE was not just an afterschool program. Its
presence was felt by counselors and members at all times. Whenever
they felt challenged, or afraid, or like they didn’t know what their
SMILE co-founders pictured left to right: Brother Francis Regis, Brother Ronald
Marcellin, Dr. Patrick Murphy, and Dr. Robert Englert.
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next step should or would be, they knew they always had SMILE to

offered up for discussion.
Understanding each other
would help individuals
understand themselves.

by now come
to be known
as “The Cave”,
had spawned
Pictured: The first page of a New York Times

#SMILE50

article published in 1973 profiling the peer
to peer counseling program at Molloy.

milestone celebration.

really care about me. I’m happy and content
in leaving knowing that I’ve touched so many
lives. SMILE has helped to make a better and
stronger person out of me.” Also appearing
is Christopher Dougherty ’91, a shy kid who
opened up and built confidence within the
confines of SMILE. “Although I’ve only known
you [Br. Leo] for two years, I feel like I’ve
known you a lifetime. Thanks for all of your
great work,” Chris shares on camera. Joe and
Chris represent just two of literally thousands
of students who have been inspired by this
extraordinary program.

Testimonials

Ashley Colletti

Melanie Santos

Before the video concludes, Br. Leo himself

new generation of counselors including Kristen

Class of 2015

takes center stage. Not one to seek out

DeSantis, Rachel Galla, Ted McGuinness ‘81

Molloy’s guidance

SMILE offers a sense of

recognition, Leo is quick to deflect the success

and Jessica Pastore ’04 to address the diverse

department and SMILE

community. We talked

of SMILE to his colleagues and the students

needs of today’s students. SMILE Weekly, a

transformed me and led

about things in those

themselves. “All this SMILE stuff doesn’t mean

group discussion held once per week, is open

Class of 2005

me to my career as a social worker. The skills

meetings that I would have never talked

Brother Leo Richard. It means we. It’s always

to any students choosing to attend. Topics are

I learned as a Peer Group Leader are the

about with anyone else. It got me to open

we. There’s so many people involved in SMILE.

voted on and range from current events to

foundation of my work doing mental health

up. I attribute my sense of belonging and

What is SMILE? What is the goal? That every

school related stress, to general issues teens

counseling with young and elderly people.

feeling like part of a family to the SMILE

boy sitting here loves who he is. Not having

face, and more. A SMILE Weekly discussion

SMILE encouraged me to let my gifts shine

groups I participated in. I will always

this arrogance about you where you step on

earlier this year focused on the protests in

and I strive to make others feel that valued.

appreciate what SMILE has done for me.

people and make yourself look good, but to

Ferguson, Missouri, and prompted students

think about your everyday actions and to love

to talk about what these events meant for

who you are. The greatest aspect of your faith

their world. SMILE DC (Dearest Child) United

Class of 1986

in God would be you being who you are and

is a bereavement group open to students

At times I was bullied

I lost my dad when I was

really desiring to be positive to your neighbor

who have experienced the loss of a parent or

and had low self-esteem,

15 years old. I thought

even when you’d rather throw a hand

family member. Additional SMILE groups help

but my SMILE counselors

I was strong, but I was

grenade,” says Leo, his signature Boston accent

students dealing with social assertiveness,

accompanying every word.

extraordinary circumstances at home or

Dennis DeMarinis
Class of 1994

Pat Devaney

really helped me through all of that. To this

weak and I didn’t know it. I was failing

day I remember SMILE and everything that

classes and bottoming out, but Br. Leo, Br.

I learned. I often talk to Br. Leo, Pat Murphy,

Ron and Mrs. Michels looked after me. They

Br. Regis and Mary Michels in my thoughts

made sure I remained in school. Eventually I

and ask them, “Am I doing the right thing?” I

became a SMILE leader and graduated. The

look forward to doing my part to continuing

things I learned in SMILE have stayed with

the work of the SMILE founders.

me. I relive my SMILE story every single day.

Ed Caslin

Class of 1981

Jessica Stola
Class of 2010

Br. Regis, my first

When I was at Molloy

counselor, was

my parents were going

instrumental in helping

through a divorce and

me to develop some basic self-confidence.

it was difficult for me to focus on school.

Then with Br. James Norton I volunteered

SMILE gave me the opportunity to make

at Creedmoor hospital with the psychiatric

friends who really wanted to help me.

children. It changed the way I looked at

Later in college I lost a friend to suicide, so

life. It wasn’t just about grades or sports

I came back to Molloy to talk to my SMILE

anymore. It was about impacting other

counselor, Ms. Loo. She helped me so much.

people’s lives and being impacted in return.

SMILE is such a great big support system.

Samantha
Traslavina

Class of 2010

Leo meant a lot to many people. His long
insightful walks, his deep and piercing talks,
and his care for each and every student built
the foundation of SMILE. He was the rock for
many who needed a stabilizing force in their
lives – a father that many never had. It was
for these reasons that Leo’s passing in 1995
hit many people hard. It was a difficult time
for all the students and alumni he inspired,
for Molloy and for the SMILE program itself.

personally. Whatever the issue, students
benefit a great deal from this wide range of
sense of confidence and self-worth. Alumni
are also invited back to Molloy to participate
in SMILE activities.

O

n Saturday, March 21st, SMILE
celebrated its golden anniversary.
50 years of learning, helping, and

growing. Over 250 guests gathered at Molloy

Leo was right about one thing though: SMILE

representing past and current SMILE members,

means we. After Leo’s passing, others picked

past and current faculty, Marist Brothers, living

up the torch to continue his work. Raymond

program founders and the families of SMILE’s

DiStephan ’87, a former peer group leader

faithfully departed founders. “I meet with

under Leo, was asked to moderate SMILE

hundreds of prospective students and their

and bring the program forward. Working

parents each year, but because we have an

with him were Br. Dan O’Riordan, Richard

enrollment of almost 1,600 students our size

Lally ’71, James Hoey, Br. Stephan Urban, and

scares some parents,” said President Richard
Karsten ’81 while welcoming the crowd. “My

Murphy, Mrs. Hart, Fr. Doran, Dr. Englert, and

Class of 2013

response is that we are a big school with a

Br. Norton. By 1999, Chris Dougherty, now

small school attitude, and I can say with one

I really had a hard time

a licensed social worker, began working at

hundred percent confidence that no student

In high school I used to

meeting people when

Molloy as a guidance counselor and SMILE

be uncomfortable in my

gets lost at Molloy. It is because of programs

I was younger because

moderator. Leo’s work had endured and would

like SMILE that no one gets lost. It’s clear that
SMILE has left its footprint on many of us.”

own skin, but SMILE gave me a space that let

sometimes I felt lonely. However with SMILE

continue to reach every student in need. It

me express myself. What I learned in SMILE

I was able to develop this idea of finding my

would continue to change lives.

has stayed with me as an adult. It’s now

personality and also started to put trust in

easier for me to be social and I’m no longer

others. Doc and Br. Regis helped me build

judgmental of others because you never

my character. I became more social and

know what someone else is going through.

found friends that I will keep for a lifetime.

A prayer service led by Br. Dan O’Riordan and

Today, Dougherty, now the SMILE Program

featuring Br. Owen Ormsby ’74 and Fr. Doran

Director and Guidance Department Chair, is

gave pause to pray for the departed SMILE

committed to carrying the program forward
in the vision of its founders. He works with a

1

4
3

5

7

6

SMILE meetings and leave with a renewed

the old standbys Br. Regis, Dr. Murphy, Mrs.

Derrick Yuen

2

1. Chris Dougherty ‘91, Ray DiStephan ‘87, Joe Egan ‘89, Richard Karsten ‘81 & Br. James Norton ‘63 | 2. Mari
Hart | 3. Fr. Ed Doran, Br. Dan O’Riordan ‘85 & Mary Michels | 4. Recent SMILE members in “The Cave” | 5.
Br. Owen Ormsby ‘74, Shannon McLoughlin ‘09 & Richard Karsten ‘81 | 6. Vintage photos of Br. Leo Richard on
display in the SMILE Museum | 7. SMILE members representing their favorite program in room 206

founders including Brothers Leo, Regis, and

The remainder of the evening included a

Ron as well as Dr. Englert, Dr. Murphy, and

reception and an invitation for guests to

Mrs. Murphy. As the event program continued,

take a SMILE Tour around Molloy. The tour

Br. Norton provided remarks detailing

highlighted many locations the program has

the beginnings of SMILE. His description

called home. The Cave was an obvious starting

prominently featured the big man with the

point, but other important rooms included

booming voice, and the mention of his passion

301, 302 and 206 (frequent homes of SMILE

for helping kids brought brief tears.

Weekly). Also featured was a SMILE Museum,

Ray DiStephan and Joe Egan also shared their
thoughts. Yes, the same Ray DiStephan that

which displayed photos, items and articles
representing the past five decades.

picked up the torch in 1995. Yes, the same

We don’t have room for all the kind words

Joe Egan who addressed his classmates some

from that night, or the testimonials that were

25 years prior. “You all have your Leo stories

spoken or shared in print and on video, but

and your own stories. Be sure to tell them,

these words from Mrs. Hart sum everything up

especially at times when it is most difficult to

well: “This event was fabulous. The number of

do so. This will be your salvation. It was for

people that came together was just amazing.

me,” said Ray. Joe echoed similar sentiments;

All of my years at Molloy were wonderful,

“This is about honoring the past, celebrating

but this felt like a great culmination of that.

the present and launching the program into

Tonight could not have been better.”

the next 50 years. To once hear Br. Leo’s voice

A dedicated page featuring much of our SMILE

echoing through these halls and to share his

Museum content is now available for viewing

words with all of you is a dream come true.”

at www.molloyhs.org/SMILE.
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SHARE YOUR SMILE PHOTOS &
STORIES ON TWITTER & FACEBOOK:

#SMILE50

Molloy Honors Three on its
Track & Field “Wall of Honor”
M

olloy honored three notable individuals on May 3, 2015 by awarding them
a place on its illustrious Track & Field Wall of Honor. Brian Farley ’71, Dan

McGrath ’01, and Coach Jim Redmond all fit the criteria for induction: athletes or
coaches who have made outstanding contributions to Molloy’s Track & Field program
or have gone on to achieve greatness in the sport beyond Molloy. The three men
were the focus of a special ceremony/reception hosted at the school attended by
family, friends, and the track community. Brian, Dan, and Jim graciously accepted their
L-R: Joe Dombrowski, Dan McGrath ‘01, Jim Redmond, Brian

individual honors, but also humbly paid tribute to a Track & Field program that boasts

Farley ‘71, and President Richard Karsten ‘81.

over 40 Intersectional “City” Championships and 24 CHSAA Indoor Track Titles.
Brian Farley, a Cross Country runner, tied Jim McDermott’s Molloy record of 13:01.8 at
Van Cortlandt Park. He set outdoor school records in the 2 Mile Run (9:24.4) and the
Steeplechase (9:46.2). This also set the NYS Catholic record and was the 7th fastest
time in the nation in 1971. Farley went on to be a member of Providence College’s 3rd
Place NCAA Cross Country team in 1974 and holds the Molloy alumni record in the
Steeplechase (9:01.8).
Dan McGrath won the 1999 CHSAA Cross Country Championship by running 12:46.2
– the second fastest junior time in Stanner history. In Spring 2000, he ran a 9:46.2,
winning the Outdoor CHSAA Steeplechase. Though an injury curtailed his senior year at

Dan McGrath ‘01 with Stanner Hall of Famer Tom Farrell ’61.

Molloy, Dan went on to set Stanner alumni records at La Salle University in the 5000M
(14:28) and 10,000M (30:08). Dan finished 25th in the 2008 NYC Marathon running
2:23.04.
Coach Jim Redmond has volunteered his time and talents to the Molloy and St. Francis
Prep Track & Field programs for nearly 20 years. An impeccable motivator, Jim instills
excitement and pride in Molloy’s young track stars. Though he presents himself as a
gruff, retired police officer, Stanners quickly come to know him as a great mentor with
a big heart. Coach Redmond embodies so much about what makes Molloy’s Track
& Field program an important part of young people’s lives. His leadership is greatly

Coach Jim Redmond with his former track athletes.

appreciated, and his induction is long overdue.
“It was an absolute privilege to be a part of honoring these three men,” said Alumni
Development Director Craig Katinas ’93, who once ran in the very same program.
“While their athletic or coaching achievements are commendable, their character
and integrity is what truly defines them. They are wonderful additions to the Wall of
Honor.” Molloy inducts individuals to its Track & Field “Wall of Honor” every two years,
while candidates are chosen by our dedicated coaching staff (pictured right). Molloy
looks forward to its next induction ceremony in 2017.

Stanner Life Magazine
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L-R: Jeff Gallagher ‘88, Martin Towey, Br. Bob Andrews,
John Kramer, Jim Redmond, Tom Farrell ‘61, Br. Pat Hogan,
AJ Power ‘84, Richard Karsten ‘81, Joe Dombrowski, Kawan
Lovelace ‘94, and Frank Gambino ‘74.
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The Jim Kinnier
Stanner Golf Classic
• Over $155,000 raised
at this year’s outing

Thank You From Maria Ford

• Over 330 golfers

and an honor. Molloy means everything

• $2 Million raised since

families over the years because no matter

After 18 years, I can honestly say every
moment working at Molloy was a pleasure
to myself and my family. It was wonderful

1987 & still counting!

to work with all of the alumni and Stanner
what their stories, Molloy was always at

Mrs. Maria Ford

the center of their motivations. Serving
the community as Alumni Relations Director for the past six years under

Monday, May 4, 2015 was another banner day for Archbishop Molloy

President Richard Karsten was also an honor. I would like to thank

High School. The 29th Annual Jim Kinnier Stanner Golf Classic, hosted

Richard, my colleagues Craig Katinas, Joe Sommo, and Mrs. Merl Doyle

at Plandome and North Hills Country Clubs, welcomed over 330 alumni,

for their professionalism and friendship. Thank you to the Golf Board,

sponsors, and friends for a great round of golf on a sunny, clear, amazing

who have been very supportive of me and for making the Stanner Golf

weather day. Since 1987, the Stanner Golf Classic has raised over $2

Classic so successful all these years. Thank you to Jim Kinnier, Joe Smith,

million for Molloy scholarships thanks to the generosity and care of our

the late John Gibbons and the Gibbons family – It was an honor to follow

school community. These funds have directly impacted dozens of students

in the footsteps of “The Three Amigos”. And thank you to all of the

and families in need of financial relief. For many it is the difference

alumni and scholarship families I have worked with over the years. You

between attending Molloy and pursuing their education elsewhere.

made my time at Molloy very special. I hope that our friendships will

This year’s outing was a great success, as Molloy is estimated to have

continue during my retirement. I wish continued success to our beloved

raised over $155,000 for its scholarship program. “The Stanner Golf
Classic is an important tradition for our school,” said President Richard
to the Stanner family it will continue to do just that in the upcoming

The Maria & Tom Ford ‘64 Family Scholarship

Golf Board, Chairman John Fazio ‘87, Honorary Chairman John Coster ‘74,
Jim Kinnier, Joe Smith, the Gibbons family, Jerry Schumm, Maria Ford, and

One of Maria’s lasting legacies here at Molloy is her remarkable work
with alumni and families to create and sustain scholarships benefiting a

all of our alumni and sponsors for their hard work and dedication.”

diverse population of students. Continuing Maria’s good work, the Ford

The 30th Annual Jim Kinnier Stanner Golf
Classic will be held on Monday, May 2, 2016.
For more information on how you can get
involved, contact the Stanner Alumni Center at
(718) 441-9210 or visit www.molloyhs.org/golf.

from St. Helen Catholic Academy in Howard Beach. The scholarship will

Stanner Life Magazine
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If you are a man between the ages of 21 and 40 and would
like to discuss this, please contact the Vocation Director at
vocations@maristbr.com or (201) 823-1115.

of the other events continue to grow and prosper. And perhaps one day
even more scholarships will be offered by the Stanner Golf Classic.

school year and in the years to come. I extend my deepest thanks to our

Marist schools were built on dedication, love, and hard
work. You benefitted from that spirit when you were here at
Molloy. Have you ever considered continuing the Marist
legacy as a Marist Brother?

school, and I hope that the annual reunion, Stanner Golf Classic, and all

Karsten ‘81. “The money raised at this event has changed lives, and thanks

28

The Marist
Brothers

family has established a scholarship to be awarded to deserving students

Real brothers. Real stories. A real difference.
To explore vocations or learn more about
The Marist Brothers visit www.maristbr.com.

award one student $2,000 each year and will benefit a different student
every four years. The student must be accepted to Molloy and possess a
propensity for service in their school or the community at large. Knowing
full well the importance of scholarships to modern families, The Maria
& Tom Ford ‘64 Family Scholarship is a true testament to how devoted
Maria and her family are to Molloy’s ongoing Catholic Marist mission.

Jim Kinnier Stanner Golf Classic

1241 Kennedy Blvd., Bayonne, NJ 07002
(201) 823-1115 • www.maristbr.com

		arist Leadership
By JOE SOMMO ‘03

Brothers shifting to new roles in 2015 will create opportunities for change,
growth, and fresh perspectives in perpetuating the Marist Mission.

create the leadership of the Province,” said
Br. Patrick in a statement. He quoted spiritual
writer Megan McKenna: “‘Jesus teaches,
heals, forgives, praises God, cares for the
poor, and reaches out to all in need.’ It is with
this understanding I propose that we, the US

Marist Bicentenary

Province, begin.” Br. Patrick extended thanks
to Br. Ben and preceding Vice Provincial Br.

January 2, 2017 will mark the bicentenary of the Marist

Roy George ‘62 for their service over the past

Brothers Institute. To celebrate, the Marist Brothers

six years. He then announced that several
In 2013, Pope Francis declared that the

He is responsible for

Church would celebrate the “Year of

the life, animation and

Consecrated Life” beginning in November

ministry of all the Marist

2014 and ending on the World Day of

works. The schools,

Consecrated Life on February 2, 2016. The

summer camps, and the

celebration would recognize the men and

Marist Brothers Center

women across the globe who dedicate their

at Esopus are among

lives to God’s work. Whether ordained,

the most important

teaching, or acting as a caregiver, those living

of these works. The

consecrated lives make sacrifices for the

Provincial is also the

betterment of the people around them. It

clear representative of

is fitting during this Year of Consecrated Life

the Superior General of

that we acknowledge our Marist Leadership.

the Marist Brothers. For

There are over 3,000 Catholic Marist Brothers

the past six years, Br. Ben

working in communities as far as the

Consigli ‘80 has served in

Philippines and as close as here in Briarwood.

this role for the United States Province. Once

Stanners are familiar with more than a few

a teacher at Molloy, Br. Ben’s leadership

Brothers who have taught at Molloy, but

has been an integral part of sustaining the

beyond our school there are Marist Brothers

Marist mission in the US, but also globally.

appointed to leadership positions within

recharge my batteries and discern with the

“Congratulations to Brothers Ben, Richard,

roles to work alongside him. At time of press,

and Roy for their service to the Province for

Br. Dan O’Riordan ‘85, previously a member

the past six years,” said Molloy President

Montagne 2014|2015

of the Marist Brothers’ Vocation team, is

Richard Karsten ‘81. “These Brothers all

In October 1816, Champagnat attended to Jean-Baptist

the new Vice Provincial. Br. Thomas Schady,

have deep roots at Molloy, and we wish

Montagne, a dying sixteen year old boy. Champagnat

Principal of Molloy since 2009, is now fulfilling

them well as they move on to other

learned that the boy was dying without having known

the role of Director of Marist Education.

roles within the Marist community. I also

God or learned of basic Catholic teachings in his short

Br. Albert Rivera, recently a teacher and

congratulate Brothers Patrick, Thomas, Dan,

lifetime. Champagnat, deeply impacted by Montagne’s

Language chair at Christopher Columbus High

and Albert on their new leadership roles.

unfortunate story, was then inspired to form an order of

School in Miami, is the new Provincial Team

Br. Patrick’s experience suits him well as the

religious Brothers to educate and care for disadvantaged

Associate. All three will serve as Provincial

new Provincial and should give him great

youths. The Marist Brothers were founded in La Valla

Council members during their terms.

insight into leading the US Province. He has

shortly afterward. October 28, 2014 marked the

assembled a talented team to support him.”

beginning of “Montagne Year” and has served as a

Br. Thomas will carry on the work of Br.

The next six years will play a vital role in the

inspiring and very competent in his work as

direction of the Marist family of schools in

Director of Marist Education. He has brought

this new millennium. The new US Provincial

Br. Emili Turú, the Superior General of the

the Province to new levels,” said Br. Patrick,

team, in collaboration with Superior General

Marist Brothers, has since appointed Br.

As Provincial he has represented the Marist

who now looks forward to working closely

Br. Emili Turú and the Marist Brothers around

Patrick McNamara as the next Superior of

the institute who are responsible for many

Brothers in the region of Arco Norte (US,

with Br. Thomas on all matters pertaining to

the country, are set up for success. Molloy is

the US Province effective June 2015. “Patrick

important administrative duties.

Canada, Mexico, Central America, northern

has the strong support of the Brothers in

the Marist schools in the Province.

ready to do its part to support them.

part of South America) and has traveled

the Province, and their confidence and trust

to Africa, Australia, Rome, and many

in him will serve as an important source of

other locations abroad as needed. After a

support throughout his term of leadership,”

successful term, Br. Ben graciously stepped

Br. Emili said in a press release. Br. Patrick

down as Provincial this past June. “It’s like a

was previously Provincial of Poughkeepsie

relay race. When you are given the baton you

(now US Province) from 1994 to 2000. A

run the best you can for a period of time, but

Marist Brother since 1973, he was most

then you pass it off to your teammate,” said

recently a part of the FMSI-Geneva team

Br. Ben. “I had the chance to fully engage my

and a member of the Marist community in

gifts for the Marist Brothers for six years, and

Prévessin-Moëns, France. He spent much

Several Marist Brothers / Stanner alumni have begun filling their new roles in 2015. Br.

now I can turn it over to someone else for a

of his time there educating young and poor

Richard Van Houten ‘66, who served as the Director of Marist Education for the US Province

fresh perspective in dealing with the life and

children and advocating for the defense

for the past six years, is currently on a “mini” sabbatical in Rome. Upon his return he will

ministry.” Br. Ben looks forward to a year-

of the rights of all children. “We have the

settle in as the Province’s Finance Officer based in the Bronx. Br. Roy George ‘62 served as

long sabbatical in Berkeley, California where

important task to look ahead at the next

Vice Provincial to Br. Ben Consigli since 2009, but now looks forward to returning to Molloy

he will study applied theology. “I will get to

several years of Province life. We must

to teach Chemistry this fall. For several years, Br. Dan O’Riordan ‘85 has worked with the

Provincial. The Provincial is the leader of the
Marist Brothers in a geographical location.

Br. Patrick McNamara
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new Provincial what will be my next ministry
and where I can best be of service.”

Movers & Shakers

aspects of our lives and mission as Marists.

reminder of the importance and urgency of the Marist
mission. We all answer the call to meet the needs of the
Montagnes of today, wherever they may be.

Fourvière 2015|2016
On July 23, 1816, the day after their ordination, a group
of young priests travelled to the shrine of Fourvière
in Lyon, France. At the feet of our Lady in the small
chapel there, they promised to establish the Society
of Mary. July 2015 marks the beginning of “Fourvière
Year”, a celebration of the pledge made in that chapel.
Marists conceived the Society of Mary as a large tree
with different branches: priests, brothers, sisters,
and lay people. Today, the Marist Brothers gratefully
acknowledge that the Holy Spirit has made lay Marist
vocations flourish. Thousands of lay men and women

Br. Richard Van Houten ‘66

Br. Roy George ‘62

Br. Dan O’Riordan ‘85

Marist Vocation team tasked with recruiting new Marist Brothers. Br. Dan is now serving as
Marist Leadership

to 2017. The goal of these themes is to recall essential

Molloy community, would be shifting into new

Richard Van Houten ‘66. “Br. Richard has been

A key leadership role is that of Marist

30

Br. Ben Consigli shakes hands with Pope Francis during a trip to the Vatican.

are recognizing a different theme each year leading up

Br. Thomas Schady

Marist Brothers, including two from the

the new Vice Provincial to Br. Patrick McNamara for the US Province.

around the world feel called to live the Gospel like Mary.

La Valla 2016|2017
“La Valla Year” will celebrate the birthplace of the Marist
Brothers. The retreat at La Valla holds much symbolism
for the Marist mission. Each room and furnishing evokes
the call the first Brothers answered: “Go and make
disciples all over the world.” The Brothers have since
ministered in 79 countries across five continents.

Visit www.champagnat.org for more information.

Esopus
A

The Beating Heart of Molloy
by Ashley Mayer ‘12

Klimas, who is also very involved in organizing

until 10:00pm without pay?

these activities year-round.

No problem. Students and

For upperclassmen, the junior retreat and
the senior year encounter are organized by
Campus Ministry Director Mike Germano ‘93

sk any Stanner what the most impactful

volunteers are recommended by faculty based

camp, incoming freshmen attend Molloy in

part of their high school experience

on leadership and maturity; over 500 students

September with friends and confidence, which

was. Chances are they will quickly recall a

were considered in 2015. The kitchen crew

helps them adapt more easily to their new

place miles away from Briarwood: Esopus.

is made up of a group of sophomores who

school. As they continue to grow, they will

For decades, the Marist Brothers Center

give up a week of their summer vacation to

eventually become the next generation of the

at Esopus has been a home away from

do all the cooking and cleaning for the camp.

kitchen crew and counselors.

home for students, faculty, and alumni

Many apply, but few get selected to fill the

volunteers. It is a tranquil destination where

limited number of spots. “These are the kids

the school’s community comes together

that make you proud to teach at Molloy,” said

and learns of the common Marist mission,

Brian Kelly ’94, a camp moderator, English

“to make Jesus known and loved, and to

teacher, and former Esopus camper. “The kids

reach the marginalized of society.” Esopus

on the kitchen crew are the closest in age to

offers opportunities for visitors to live this

the freshmen, so in essence they should be

mission out year-round, as it serves not only

the best campers and lead by example. These

Stanners, but other Marist schools, special

are the kids we want the freshmen to be like,”

needs campers, and more. Many would agree

explained Kelly. By the end of the week, “these

that their Molloy experience would not be

kids really love each other and they work

complete without spending time in Esopus.

together to help one another – just like the

Those that go discover the rich experience

kitchen crew,” said Brian Klimas ’98, a math

of getting to know God, their classmates,

teacher and fellow camp moderator.

Beyond Freshman Camp, every Molloy student
can make at least four additional trips to
Esopus. Freshman and sophomore retreats are
moderated by Br. John Raeihle ‘61 and Marist
youth student leaders. These retreats are
designed to bring students together through

alumni love volunteering at
the special camps hosted at
Esopus each summer. These

and student leaders. Attending these retreats

camps benefit differently-

is often extremely competitive because

abled individuals including those from the deaf

students know by their third and fourth years

community, children with autism, and others.

how valuable the experience at Esopus is.

The special camps often see upwards of 800

“The retreats for upperclassmen always sell

volunteers each summer. “Changing diapers,

then later in their careers as special needs

out voluntarily – often within one day,” said

washing dishes, and just being together is

professionals, doctors, physical therapists,

Germano. “The students know the impact that

what it’s about,” said Jim Sheldon ’88, a

speech pathologists, and other service jobs.

just a few short days at Esopus can have on

science teacher and one of the directors of the

them. They know it is going to make them a

special camps. “In a time when our society is

better person.”

so enamored with texting and technology, the

Not only do students line up for retreats, but
alumni and faculty volunteers are in no short

“for life” aspect of Molloy’s motto: Not for
school but for life. These alumni live out
the Marist mission first as volunteers and

“Esopus touches people’s hearts,” said Br.
Owen Ormsby ’74, the camp’s Executive
Director, of the beloved 120 acre stretch along

feeling you get from disconnecting and helping

the Hudson River. “It brings the Marist mission

the special needs campers is rare.”

to over 6,000 people every year. People

supply. “Esopus is nothing without the people.

“The special camps provide a life changing

continue to come back because they believe

The volunteers add so much to the experience.

experience for both the campers and

it is home, and it has been and will continue

The magic comes in the moments when

volunteers that attend,” said Br. Pat Hogan,

to be. The work that our volunteers put in

rules are explained by Br. James Maher, the

someone gives a talk and the result is not a dry

a religion teacher and co-director of several

here now will benefit many future generations

freshmen and sophomores huddle around

eye in the room,” explained Germano, who has

special camps. “People have met best friends,

to come.” Anyone that makes the trip up to

anxiously with hopes to be the first person to

seen many such moments. “Whether a student

husbands, and wives there. They first meet

or alum attends a retreat every year or just

Esopus, walks its halls and dirt paths, and

grab the opposing team’s flag and run across

the challenge of aiding the marginalized, but

once, come Sunday they don’t want to leave.”

laughs and eats with friends in the familiar

the finish line into a sea of their teammates.

there are deeper things at work. You might say

dining hall, understands that it is not just a

The counselors represent juniors and seniors

Hiking, tubing, and skating are also popular

After the school year ends many students and

it is what the Marist spirit truly looks like,” said

place. It is a second home where everyone

who work to make sure the Marist mission

activities. While there is much fun to be had,

alumni head back to Esopus rather than to

Br. Pat. The alumni that come back to work at

knows they are part of a family.

is realized. “Being new anywhere is a hard

what students take away from these weekends

the beach. Waking up at 6:00am and working

these special camps years later represent the

The first Esopus experience for many students

thing to go through, so all the freshmen share

is that they are now part of the Esopus family,

occurs before their first official day of high

that experience. Those that are struggling

and they bring that sense of community

school. Freshman Camp offers new Stanners

the most, either with the transition to high

with them back to Queens. “You see what

Mid-Hudson Valley Camp Volunteer “Roll of Honor”

a week in beautiful upstate New York two

school or to make friends, are the kids that

students learned at Esopus come through

On May 30th, 2015, the Marist Brothers christened their new “Volunteer Roll of Honor”. The wall

months before the start of the school year.

the counselors strive to reach,” said Kelly. “I

in after-school activities here at Molloy,

installation recognizes over 1,000 Mid-Hudson Valley Camp volunteers and counting. Included

The camp helps incoming ninth graders

explain to the counselors that if they make

like the Faculty-Senior Basketball Game or

are Marist Brothers, alumni of Molloy and other Marist schools, and even friends from outside

understand early on why Molloy is different

camp about the freshmen they will get so

Freshman Field Day. You can feel that sense of

the Marist community. They represent a group of people who have logged five or more years of

from other schools. They see older students

much more out of the week.” The counselors

community resonating at these events, and the

service at any of the camps held throughout the year. “So many people have given their time and

come to volunteer at the camp as part of

do not just try to reach out to these kids, they

kids are so much more likely to jump in and be

energy to the camps here. Their efforts are greatly appreciated,” said Br. Owen.

the kitchen crew or as counselors. These

“rally to the marginalized.” After experiencing

active in planning and officiating,” explained

and most importantly themselves; all while
becoming a part of the Esopus family. In many
ways, Esopus is the beating heart of Molloy.

32

Stanner Life Magazine

.

Summer 2015

.

Esopus: The Beating Heart of Molloy

a variety of activities including games, sports,
group prayer, and discussions. Flag is often
a highlight during these retreats. After the
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the ring at this year’s Communion Breakfast.

in 1957. He made many lifelong friends

“The ring represents faithfulness. It is a symbol

during his days on Lexington Avenue and

of the principles and traditions of the Marist

later Manton Street. Several years ago, after

Brothers that have influenced me throughout

Roy had surgery, classmates Ed Tully, Vincent

my life.” At St. Ann’s and Molloy, Victor ran

Bonini, and John Humins all visited him in the

track under the guidance of Br. Jogues and

hospital to raise his spirits during his recovery.

Frank Rienzo. In addition, Br. Wilfred Mary, the

Bonini’s visit was particularly moving as he had

school’s principal at the time, was a mentor

flown in from Florida. “It was unbelievable for

to Victor. “They all taught me so much. I will

these men to visit me. It meant so much to

always be grateful for those lessons.”

me,” said Roy. A school principal for 15 years,
Roy incorporated many of the lessons and

me how to think. The atmosphere there was

Class of 1960

values of his alma mater into the way he ran

Roy Elberfeld spent one year at St. Ann’s

Pictured left to right: John McConville ‘48, Victor

one of a kind.” Professionally, John went on to

his school as an administrator. He is happily

Zupa ‘59, and Brother Pat Hogan.

enjoy a successful career in accounting through

Academy before the school moved to Queens

married to his wife MaryAnn – a TMLA alum.

Faculty

the homeless and hungry, I teach ESL to

of 60 and subsequently was awarded with

Br. John McDonnell served as a teacher and

Mexican immigrants in East Harlem, I lead

the Touro Michael Aaron Silver Award “for

counselor at Molloy from 1963 to 1972.

retreats, and also provide spiritual counseling.”

promoting tolerance and harmony among

“Those were the happiest years of my life,”

Br. John has fond memories of Molloy and

the diverse elements of the law center and

said Br. McDonnell. His post-Molloy years

maintains friendships with several Stanners

its community.” He briefly served as a staff

brought him to ministries in Africa, Asia, and

including John Molloy ’67 and Jim Farrell ’69.

attorney for the Legal Aid Society before

Italy, as well as high schools and parishes in

“I catch up with them over Mass or brunch

running for the Suffolk County District Court

the United States. “Now I live in the Bronx with

from time to time. God bless all Stanners!”

Judge vacancy. He was elected in November

four other Marist Brothers, and my ministries

Class of 1955

2010 and took the bench on January 1, 2011.

Highlighting “Stanner Stories” from around our community.

“Original Stanners” Reunite for
St. Ann’s Communion Breakfast
On June 7th, over 30 St. Ann’s alumni, some representing boarders or elementary grade students,
reunited at Molloy for our annual Communion Breakfast. Here are some of their stories:

Class of 1948

1

John McConville spent one year at St. Ann’s
before heading to Esopus to become a Marist
Brothers novice. After spending time with the
Brothers, John decided to leave the order and
switch gears entirely by enlisting with the United
States Navy. He fulfilled his obligations with the
Navy for four years. John has been proud to

2

remain in touch with his St. Ann’s classmates in
the years since and has attended the Communion
Breakfast many times.
John Howley was a boarder at St. Ann’s along
with his three older brothers: Robert Howley
‘43, James Howley ‘44, and William Howley
‘47. John attended St. Ann’s from 1936 to 1948,

3

4

taught to memorize, but the Brothers taught

services rendered at Marymount College and St.
John’s Prep. He has remained close with several
classmates, including Br. Charles Marcellin, who
also attended this year’s Communion Breakfast.

Class of 1954
After graduating from St. Ignatius Grammar
School, Anthony Loscalzo was excited to go to
St. Ann’s Academy. Anthony’s parents, however,
dropped a surprise on him: they were moving to
The Bronx. It seemed that he would most likely

meaning he got to know the building and the

attend Mount St. Michael Academy because of

neighborhood very well. “I knew St. Ann’s inside

the move, but Anthony and his family agreed that

and out. The Brothers also knew me for a long

he could still attend St. Ann’s in Manhattan. “All

time. At one point they put me in charge of

of my friends were going to St. Ann’s, and I didn’t

slicing bread for their meals. I used to see wine

want to get separated from them,” said Anthony.

are varied. I work at our parish food pantry for

Charles Huber has been retired for several
years and has spent many recent
summers at his home in the
Catskill Mountains and winters

Christian, Connor, John-Eugene, and Aengus.

lot of gratitude to all of my math teachers at St.

time during summer 2015. He

Ann’s as I went on to have a successful career as

sends best regards to all of his

Class of 1962

John Sugrue’s mother was a big reason why he

a licensed land surveyor. All of that trigonometry

fellow Stanners from St. Ann’s

George Harmel is enjoying life splitting time

attended St. Ann’s Academy. “She insisted I go

and geometry really paid off for me!”

Academy’s Class of 1955.

between Nesconset, Long Island and Oviedo,

Class of 1961

Florida. He is blessed by 14 grandchildren

to stay on track with my studies,” explained

Class of 1959

Judge John A. Kay was

Pictured: 1. Father Jim Cunningham celebrates Mass

John. He remains thankful for the lessons he

in Molloy’s chapel. | 2. John Sugrue ‘53 & Br. Charles

received from the Marist Brothers at St. Ann’s.

Marcellin ‘53. | 3. Victor Zupa ‘59 and wife Mary. | 4.

before the transition to Molloy. Recognizing his

honored on November 9, 2014

“The charity of the Brothers was wonderful. They

standing as a member of one of St. Ann’s last

by Touro Law Center with a

treated us well and were very concerned about

classes, Victor was privileged to receive a St.

designation on the school’s

our education and faith. In grammar school I was

Ann’s class ring during his junior year. He wore

Alumni Wall of Honor. Judge

Victor Zupa attended St. Ann’s for two years

Kay graduated from the Touro
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was simply, “You are capable of better.” Now

hopes to relocate to Florida full

there because I would get a weekly report card

St. Ann’s mug. Inset: Roy’s “1892 Beehive” cufflink.

approach. His message for many defendants

“It turned out to be a great four years. I owe a

Class of 1953

Lewis ‘50 (seated). | 5. Roy Elberfeld ‘60 shows off his

his work ethic, discernment, and respectful

retired, Judge Kay is a proud grandfather to

they drank wine with every meal,” he joked.

President Richard Karsten ‘81, John Howley ‘48 & Francis

Judge Kay built a strong reputation based on

in Naples, Florida. Charles

bottles around, and I got the innocent impression

5

St. Ann’s Communion Breakfast (continued)

Summer 2015

.

St. Ann’s Updates Continued

Class Updates

Pictured L-R: John Stendrini ‘61, Frank Tutone ‘61, & Ed McCloskey ‘61
visit with good friend Judge John A. Kay ‘61 (seated).
Inset: Former faculty member Br. John McDonnell, FMS.

law program in 2005 at the age

ages three to eighteen, and he calls his
Florida residence the “Disney Home” for
the grandkids. His law office in Central Islip,
Harmel and Associates, has served the
community since 1981. George also looks
forward to supporting his daughter, Lara, who
is preparing to run for local public office.
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Stanner Authors

Molloy alumni have been publishing some great work over
the past several years. Here are just a few of our
favorites that would make for great summer reading.

Class of 1973

Class of 1975

opportunity to visit the 9/11 Memorial and

Phil McBride was inducted into two Halls

Kurt Schlegelmilch retired from his 30+ year

Museum. I was proud to do so with a Stanner.”

Bill Ferguson, principal of St. Elizabeth

of Fame this spring. On May 14th, Phil was

federal (including military) career in 2014. “I
recommend retirement highly,” joked Kurt. He

Class of 1976

Catholic Academy in South Ozone Park,

inducted into the CHSAA Hall of Fame based

was named winner of the 2014 Lighting

on his many reputable years as a basketball

served as a USAF and VA physician and later

the Fire for Catholic Education Award. This

referee in the Catholic High School League. On

a VA executive, and for the past 17 years he

award, presented by the Catholic School

May 15th, Phil was recognized with induction

had the privilege of leading two VA Medical

Class of 1963

“Final Destination:
Disaster: What
Really Happened to
Eastern Airlines”
by George Jehn ‘63

“The Assembler of
Parts: A Novel”
by Raoul Wientzen,
MD, Class of 1964
Dr. Wientzen has

Administrators Association of New York,

into the CYO Hall of Fame for over 40 years as

Centers in Grand Junction, Colorado and Reno,

The author of Flying

crafted an emotional

a youth basketball coach in the CYO League.

Nevada. “In these positions I worked with the

Too Close to the Sun

is given to a school leader who has “a

story in which Jess, a

clear philosophy of Catholic education;

Class of 1974

very best people in healthcare. Our Grand

has penned this compelling account of

young girl in heaven, is guided and taught

shows a strong commitment to leadership

to understand the meaning of her short

demise of what was once the second

time on Earth by a being known as the

largest airline in the world. George draws

“Assembler of Parts.” Jess learns about

from his 18 years of experience as an

her family, the hardships they face in her

or her parish community; distinguishes

Eastern Airlines pilot as well as first-hand

absence, and about herself. Assembler

him or herself as a leader in civic, religious

knowledge of many of the events that

is a story of faith and humanity, and a

and humanitarian activities; shows strong

Paul Galbraith portrayed Otto von Bismarck

with Planetree.” Kurt sends a shoutout to his

took place behind closed doors.

reminder of what is most important in life.

educational leadership by setting high

during filming for the Travel Channel TV series

Stanner colleagues whom he met up with back

“Mysteries at the Museum”. The episode

in 2011 on Long Island. “If I try to name you

through active membership in professional
associations; assumes an active role in his

expectations for school staff and students; and

“da nuts”
by Rich Kisielewski
Class of 1970

“The Wrong Stuff”
by Richard Lally
Class of 1971

Street-wise private

A collaboration

investigator Harry

with ex-pitcher Bill

Class of 1972

Mickey Shorts is

“Spaceman” Lee,

Dr. Frank Barile, Ph.D. was named Chairperson

back for his fourth

The Wrong Stuff is a

of St. John’s University’s School of Pharmacy

is respected by students, colleagues, parents,
and the community.”

exciting mystery adventure. Previously

baseball drama chronicling the rise and

and Health Services. Dr. Barile began his

featured in da bushes, da bug, and da

fall of Lee. A short-fused “madman” in a

tenure at St. John’s in 2000. Previously he

sticks, Harry, at the behest of his son Max,

French Canadian amateur league, he is

worked at Einstein College of Medicine as

goes undercover to explore the world

unable to look beyond himself as more

a Fellow as well as at City University and

of Internet poker. Family issues create

than just a baseball player. “He’s the

Columbia over a span of 16 years.

complications as Harry tries to balance his

ultimate baseball counter-culture hero;

personal life with his fight against crime.

an irreverent rebel,” said Lally.

latest novel picks
up the tale of Jersey

Stanner Hall of Famer

organization and managerial skills, but I have

Moon Alley, Florio’s

Animal Hospital in Bellevue, Kentucky.

explains the mystery of the “Sausage Duel”

have been proud grandparents ever since.
“We’re still young at heart,” said Jim.

Class of 1983
Kevin Browne was appointed as Senior
Director, Deputy Chief Nursing Officer at

awards in VA (1999 Carey Award) and the

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in

entire federal government (2001 Presidential

New York City. In this leadership role, Kevin

Quality Award). In Reno we implemented a

oversees the integration of nursing practice,

Patient Centered Care initiative partnering

quality, and education. Kevin has been
employed at Memorial Sloan Kettering since
April 1998.

all, I am sure to miss someone, but blessings

Diego Rodriguez was named Assistant Director

to you all. One name that does come to mind,

within the FBI’s New York field office. In

however, is Robert Heinssen ‘75. “A true

this role, Diego oversees all of the office’s

they feuded over more government funding

American hero!” Kurt more recently spent a

operations and personnel throughout the

for the navy versus more funding for medical

memorable weekend in New York with Kevin

five boroughs. James B. Comey, field office

science. The episode will air this fall.

Reina ’76 and his wife, Marcia. “It was my first

Director, stated that Diego, “possesses

between Otto von Bismarck and the “Father of
Pathology” Rudolf Virchow. The two historical
figures literally dueled with sausage links as

Continued on page 38

members and about 10 additional staff
members. This is, of course, in addition to

The follow up to Blind

Ohio. He also owns and operates the Bellevue

daughter gave birth in December, and they

“As Chair I oversee roughly 35 faculty

“Always With
Us: Recognizing
God’s Presence in
Everyday Life”
by Robert Corrigan
Class of 1963

“Sugar Pop Moon”
by John Florio ‘78

Veterinary Clinic & Laser Center in Greenville,

Beach, CA and have five children. Their oldest

Junction team received the foremost quality

the truth behind the sale and ultimate

Dr. Vinnie Gibney is owner of the Edgetown

James Kearny and his wife live in Newport

2

working with about 2,000 pharmacy and allied
health undergraduates.” Dr. Barile also works

1

3

with about 200 PhD. students in the graduate

4

masters program. “It has required a lot of

Leo, also known as “the quintessential

Robert J. Corrigan provides a profound,

outsider”. Leo, a mixed race albino,

fine-tuned my priorities and learned how to

inspiring read demonstrating the everyday

makes his living as a bartender at a shady

best serve both the faculty and students,” said

impact Jesus has on our lives and the

speakeasy. Set in Prohibition-era New York

Dr. Barile, who likened the atmosphere to an

lives of those around us. Bob shares true

City, Leo goes undercover to clear his own

ER at times. “Everyone’s needs are important,

stories, including many from Archbishop

name when his purchase of some bootleg

Molloy High School, revealing evidence of

moonshine goes terribly wrong. Leo then

God’s constant presence within what may

faces his past to ensure his future.

seem to be typical, common experiences.

but not always urgent. Balancing everyone’s
needs is a big part of leadership.”

5

6

1. Diego Rodriguez ‘83 | 2. Dr. Frank Barile ‘72 | 3. Kevin Browne ‘83 | 4. Phil
McBride ‘73 | 5. Bill Ferguson ‘63 | 6. Paul Galbraith ‘74 | 7. Kurt Schlegelmilch ‘75
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Class of 1984 | Building Our World

on several mega projects – some in relation to the proposed FIFA 2022

for contributing his time and talent in service

Look away from your TV for just a moment

Stanners like Thierry Paret are literally building the world around us.

World Cup event. “Qatar is going through a huge construction boom, so

to both the Fordham University community

and you may miss the next big performance

A Pratt Institute grad with a BA in architecture, Thierry has designed

everything from hospitals to schools of all levels, municipality buildings,

and society. This included, while completing

by Otoja Abit. The former St. John’s basketball

buildings from New York to Las Vegas, Ireland to South Africa, and

coast guard stations…everything country-wide we are building.” Part

his MBA, establishing the Fordham Asian

star turned stage and film actor has appeared

Qatar to Dubai. “As a boy I was always artistic,” said Thierry. “I was

of the challenge is creating architectural designs that fit the culture

Business Network (ABN), and as an alumnus,

in a number of productions recently with more

also reasonably good at math. It happened to be the right marriage of

and environment. “Glass boxes might work in New York, but they are

establishing and organizing Fordham Fridays

work on the horizon. Since the beginning of

skills.” After graduating from Pratt in 1990, Thierry worked in New York

not ideal for the heat in Qatar. It’s important to look at the historical

(quarterly MBA alumni networking events). In

for 12 years before moving to Las Vegas where he became the head of

vernacular of the region, but also to think differently, and to think

April 2015, Edwin was appointed to a two year

architecture for a developer. The move was a positive step in his career,

green.” Recently, Thierry was honored as a Fellow of the American

term on Queens Community Board 6.

but Thierry had higher aspirations. His wife, of Irish descent, suggested

Institute of Architects. “It was the highlight of my career. There is a very

like Dirty Shield and The Humbling. Otoja’s

they move to Ireland to take advantage of the then booming economy.

small percentage of licensed architects that they elevate – only about

Class of 1997
After working as a political editor/senior

work will be featured in the TV series Criminal

Thierry worked on a variety of projects there for Johnson & Johnson,

3,000 fellows out of over 84,000 members of the Institute. Individuals
are selected for making special contributions to the profession through

producer for PBS NewsHour, Domenico

Justice, as well as Stonewall and Kenshow at

Cork University, research facilities, and high end residences.

Montanaro has taken on a new role at

the Bedfellow on the big screen later in 2015.

National Public Radio (NPR). Domenico is NPR’s

He is also helping to promote an indie project

lead editor for politics and digital audience.

he is involved with titled Harlem Knights.

“Ireland was a great experience, and I enjoyed interacting with an
entirely different culture.” It was this experience that encouraged him

technical advancements with impact or through design and promoting
architecture to the public.”

2014, Otoja has landed roles in primetime TV
series including The Blacklist and The Slap on
NBC while also appearing in film productions

to take a position with AECOM, a large US architecture/engineering

Looking ahead, Thierry is contracted as an advisor in Qatar through

Based in Washington, D.C., he is responsible

When not working alongside the likes of Chris

firm based in the Middle East. He worked with many clients on projects

2016, but he has the freedom to work on other projects. He will also

for political coverage over the airwaves and

Noth, Kiefer Sutherland, Ron Pearlman, and

of massive scale – enough to garner the attention of the Qatari

serve on the executive board of the American Institute of Architects as a

across all digital platforms. Domenico has

James Spader, Otoja can occasionally be found

Government. He was appointed as an architectural government advisor

Director from 2016-2018. “I hope to head back to the US soon. It would

spent time with other major news outlets in

providing college basketball analysis on SNY or

the past including NBC News, CBS News, ABC

cameos in commercials.

News, and The Asbury Park Press.

Class of 2004

be good for my daughter to grow up back home.”

Class of 2003

2

Raymond Kumar recently graduated from

Steven Rodriguez moved to Washington

NYU Stern School of Business with a Master

D.C. in January 2015 where he has since

of Business Administration (MBA). For his

become involved with the startup community.

undergraduate studies, Raymond attended

Currently, Steve works with Next Gen

Adelphi University where he graduated with

Angels, a network of young motivated

honors in 2008. After Adelphi, Raymond

entrepreneurs looking to fund the next big

became a Certified Public Accountant (CPA).

company of the future. Steve’s role is that of

He is currently working in corporate tax

community manager, in which he gets to know

consulting. At Molloy, Raymond was a member

entrepreneurs and their ideas, then tailors the

of the track & field team, participating

American Institute of Architects.

services of NGA to their needs. These services

primarily in hurdles under coach Br. Pat Hogan.

Right: Architectural renderings

include providing networking opportunities,

His brother, Raphael Kumar, is a member of

strategizing social media and digital marketing

Molloy’s Class of 2002.

Above: Thierry Paret ‘84 was
honored as a Fellow of the

for several of Thierry’s projects.
Continued from page 37

Class of 1990

Molloy’s Asian Club. He has been establishing

leadership abilities,” and he believes that the

Edwin Wong was honored with a Proclamation

organizations to advocate for Asian Americans

staff “will benefit from his tactical experience

on May 27th at the 2015 Asian American &

and non Asian-Americans ever since. He would

and his thoughtful and motivating management

Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration in

now like to connect with former and current

style.” Diego has worked with the FBI since 1990

Forest Hills, Queens. Edwin was recognized for

Asian Club members and develop a network

in a variety of capacities including as a member

establishing the Forest Hills Asian Association

to re-engage with Molloy. In May 2014, Edwin

of the SWAT team and the Organized Crime and

as well as his volunteer efforts within the

was inducted into Fordham University’s

Drug Enforcement Task Force.

community. 25 years ago, Edwin founded

“HOMINES PRO ALIIS” society, which
translates to “men and women for others”,

campaigns, and using Internet resources to
maximize analytics. Steve’s warm demeanor
and extensive experience with HTML (self-

3

Kristen N. Risola, Magna Cum Laude of
her Class of 2008 at Quinnipiac University,
earned her Ph.D. at Hofstra University in 2014

taught), WordPress, and a plethora of social

after completing an internship at Pilgrim

media platforms has made him popular with

Psychiatric Center. She subsequently began her

colleagues and clients alike.

employment at North-Shore L.I.J.

1. Domenico Montanaro ‘97 | 2. Otoja Abit ‘03 portraying a basketball coach in NBC’s “The Slap” | 3. Steven
Rodriguez ‘03 | 4. Edwin Wong ‘90 & wife Katherine hold a Proclamation awarded to Edwin at the Asian
American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration.
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1

8
9
7

4

5

10

6

11

13

12

1. Thomas Hackimer ‘12 | 2. Sabina Kobinski ‘04 & Ms. Celia Kenner | 3. Matthew Zay ‘09 | 4. Ryan Harrington ‘07 | 5. Michael Mangano ‘10 (center) | 6. William

8. Appearing left to right: Felicia Mendoza ‘14, JC Tobias ‘12, Patrick Pagba ‘11, Kimberly Garcia ‘12, Lance Hipolito ‘11, Drew Midwinter ‘83, Katrina Bartolome ‘11,

Morrissey ‘05 | 7. Anthony Chan ‘09 | 9. Amy McCue Negri ‘05 | 10. Kristina Atienza ‘12 | 11. Jacqueline Cosse ‘10 | 12. Rosalyn Gold-Onwude ‘05

Vanessa Agulo ‘11, LD Nagales ‘11, John Lagula ‘14, Nikko Tonolete ‘14, Kate Pangilinan ‘11, & Albert Hasan ‘14. | 13. Sebastian Geraci ‘14

In 2014, Sabina Kobinski, a history teacher
at Molloy, was selected to participate in a
professional development program offered
by the University of Southern California’s
Shoah Foundation. iWitness Auschwitz: Past
is Present promised to bring 25 teachers from
around the world to Auschwitz, a notorious

Kenner, a Holocaust survivor who visits schools

degree in Clinical Psychology from Adelphi

med program at NYU. “Always in the back of

25. Ryan was nominated by his principal after

2,100 of the best triathletes in the world

to speak to students. Ms. Kenner visited

University’s Derner Institute in 2014. She has

my mind I wanted to be in the WWE,” he says

working at his school for two years. Recipients

at the IRONMAN World Championship in

Molloy in May to share her story of survival

geared much of her training toward working

in the interview. Now pursuing his dream, Bill

of the award must show perseverance in the

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii on October 11th, 2014.

with children and adolescents, and has a

portrays Cassady, a “loudmouth New Yorker”

challenges they face in the classroom on a

special interest in trauma. Currently, Amy is

with some moxie and an edge.

daily basis. They take initiative in advancing

Class of 2006

their instruction throughout the year, and

and an important lesson: “Never single anyone
out for being different, and always act with
kindness. You never know what kind of great
impact one small act of kindness can have.”

Nazi concentration camp in operation during

Class of 2005

World War II. The journey would include

In summer 2014, Rosalyn Gold-Onwude joined

meeting Holocaust Survivors, traveling to the

the Comcast SportsNet Golden State Warriors

remnants of the Warsaw Ghettos, touring
Jewish cemeteries, and culminate with the
70th anniversary event commemorating the
liberation of Auschwitz by Russian troops.

broadcast team as a sideline reporter. In
June 2015, Ros won an Emmy Award for her
outstanding sideline reporting on Warriors’

“I was humbled to be offered this once in a

telecasts. “OMG! We won an Emmy! I’m an

lifetime experience, but also anxious because

Emmy Award winner! #WeMadeIt” Ros said in

I did not know what to expect in terms of the

a victory tweet. The former Stanford basketball

emotions that would challenge me.” Sabina

star previously worked with MSG Network

took away much from the experience. “The
purpose of the program was to reinforce the
notion that we must bridge the past to the
present. As teachers we have a responsibility,

as part of their WNBA NY Liberty TV team.
Ros served as a Liberty sideline reporter and
analyst from 2012 to 2014. Her own playing

when the curriculum allows, to share the real

accolades are well documented, having

stories and lessons from this unfortunate time

competed in three Final Four tournaments

period. Seeing and hearing the last witnesses

in college and having been named PAC-10

of the Holocaust was so powerful. We all

Defense Player of the Year her senior year.

have a responsibility to teach that the past

She was also inducted into the GCHSAA Hall of

is truly present in order for us to learn from
our mistakes.” Sabina’s journey would later
enable her to establish a connection with Celia
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Amy McCue Negri completed her doctorate

Summer 2015

.

Class Updates

completing postdoctoral training and teaching
at Adelphi as adjunct faculty while studying
for the Examination for the Professional
Practice in Psychology (EPPP). Her intention
is to become licensed in the near future. Amy
reports that her experience and education at
Molloy greatly contributed to her personal and
academic successes.

Maxine Sgouros hosted an inaugural
fundraiser in May benefiting Esopus. The
event, Esopus Rides: Cycle for Summer,
welcomed over 30 guests and raised money
for Esopus camp goers who may not be able
to afford the cost of the camp themselves.
“It is important to support Esopus because

him at the finish line was teammate and eight

make positive contributions to the school

time Olympic medalist Apolo Ohno. In order

community. Ryan has been teaching special

to compete in the World Championship event,

ed students for the past three years. He works
with students with severe disabilities that
include A.D.D., A.D.H.D., and autism.

recognize their old Stanner pal these days, as

experience the camps hosted there,” said

Matthew Zay, a member of Molloy’s 2008

he’s grown his hair out just a bit – for work!

Maxine. The event took place in a Manhattan

City Championship hockey team, signed a

Bill, a.k.a. Colin Cassady, is part of World

cycling studio and featured a 45 minute cycling

professional contract with the Columbus Blue

Wrestling Entertainment’s (WWE) NXT roster,

session. Other Stanners who attended included

Jackets’ minor league team, the Springfield

a group of wrestling hopefuls that represent

Jorge Mora ’06, Nicole Savva ’06, Christopher

Falcons, in early 2015. With the signing, Matt

the company’s “minor leagues”. Bill, boasting

Murphy ’06, and Eleanor Yee ’04. The event

became Molloy’s first pro hockey player. He

a listed height of 6 feet 10 inches, has made

raised over $1,300 for the cause. Visit

is coming off a successful playing career at

many strides so far in his young career, and

www.esopuscamps.com for more information.

Mercyhurst University where he was team

enough that ESPN recently produced a feature

Class of 2007

captain and compiled over 100 points. He was

looked back at Bill before WWE NXT, when he
was playing basketball and studying in a pre-

Teacher Recognition Award along with 20
other teachers within public school district

completed the swim, bike and run in a total of
11 hours, 4 minutes, and 13 seconds. Joining

Class of 2009

around Bill and his wrestling persona. ESPN

marathon run, all within a limit of 17 hours. He

open dialogue with parents. Recipients also

everyone deserves the opportunity to

Ryan Harrington has been awarded with a

ocean swim, 112 mile bike, and a full 26.2 mile

collaborate with colleagues to keep an

Classmates of William Morrissey may not

for their E:60 documentary show centered

The IRONMAN event consists of a 2.4 mile

Anthony qualified and secured his spot on
July 27th at IRONMAN Lake Placid, one of
the qualifying races. This gave him just over
two months to prepare for the hot, humid,
and windy conditions in Kailua-Kona. This

rewarded for his play with a selection to the
2013-14 All-Atlantic Hockey First Team.
Anthony Chan capped off a breakthrough
triathlon season by competing against over

year, Anthony is racing as an Elite Age Group
athlete; all while earning an MBA in accounting
from St. John’s University.

Class of 2010
Mike Mangano finished one year as a seasonal
Athletic Trainer in the NFL with the New York
Jets. After spending summer 2014 as a training
camp intern while attending SUNY Cortland,
Mike was asked to come on board with Gang
Green for a full season. At Cortland, he was
the recipient of the Dr. Karel Horak Award as
the Outstanding Athletic Training Student of
2014. He will attend Syracuse University in fall

Stanner Life Magazine
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2015, where he will work towards his Masters

Hackimer was drafted by the New York Mets

life lessons from the faculty, taught me how

Degree as a Graduate Assistant Athletic Trainer

in the 15th round of Major League Baseball’s

much people can care for each other. In turn,

for the Orange football program.

amateur players draft in June. Tom is a

I am passionate about helping others and am

Jacqueline Cosse is a graduate of Amherst

submarine reliever, fooling hitters with his

motivated to become a doctor. I want to be

College, but she didn’t end up with the

unusual pitching motion and release point.

there for people in need and make a difference

Psychology degree she had originally planned

Tom turned heads during his junior year

in their lives.” This summer, Sebastian is

on. Instead, Jackie found herself studying

with a 1.92 ERA, 1.05 WHIP, 55 strikeouts, 4

Japanese for four years. She graduated

volunteering in the Pediatric ER at North

wins and 15 saves in 51.2 innings. Tom had

Shore University Hospital in Manhasset where

never pitched before entering college – he

he is a part of the Short Term Shadowing

played shortstop for Jack Curran at Molloy.

from Amherst with an Asian Languages and
Civilizations degree, but also did counseling
and advocacy work on the side. This led her
to apply to Smith College’s School for Social
Work. She just finished up her first year of

Shortly before Stanner Life went to press, Tom
graciously decided not to sign with the Mets

IN MEMORIAM
Stanner Alumni
William Zika ‘39

James G. Hennessy ‘61

John Sweitzer ‘70

Michael Lavin ‘43

James Hoey ‘62

Frank DiPascali ‘74

Julius Skalka ‘46

Edward W. Malin ‘63

Timothy F. O’Neill ‘77

Thomas Quinn ‘48

Philip O’Connell ‘63

John Moore ‘78

Program. His mentor is Dr. Isabel Barata, the

Bob Casey ‘49

Thomas A. Twomey Jr. ‘63

Thomas Testa ‘80

Director of Pediatric Emergency Medicine.

Francis J. Kelly ‘51

Thomas Cunningham ‘64

Donald Bartolo ‘82

“With Dr. Barata’s guidance, I am looking

Lou Berger ‘53

Patrick Keilty ‘64

Joseph F. Lisa ‘82

forward to understanding the rewards and

Dominick J. Mecca ‘53

John Sangster ‘64

Daniel McBride ‘82

the program and intends to pursue a PhD.

and instead continue his studies at St. John’s.

While at Amherst, Jackie worked as a Peer

Kristina Atienza is the News Director for

challenges in all aspects of the profession, and

Stan Derby ‘54

Tom Sowinski ‘64

Timothy O’Halloran ‘85

Advocate for Sexual Respect. “I want to pursue

WRKC, the radio station of King’s College.

to appreciating how a doctor can alleviate the

Robert Stone ‘55

Richard Layer ‘67

Patrick Carney ‘87

Kristina’s staff entered the Intercollegiate

physical and emotional pain patients face.”

Griffith X. Clarke ‘59

Michael Stutzman ‘67

Joseph Indelicato ‘87

John Baiardi ‘60

Jack Gremse ‘68

John Cervini ‘96

James W. Tuomey ‘60

Joseph Steuer ‘68

Edward Kunkel ‘06

Robert Scott Dowd ‘61

Kevin Rodgers ‘69

Priscilla Lee ‘11

Betty Eikenbrod
Mother of Thomas ‘82

Joan Pierog Morris
Mother of Chris Morris ‘95

Virginia Flood
Mother of Charles ‘68

Robert O’Conner
Father of Brian ‘82

Winifred Gaughran
Wife of Ed ‘52
Mother of Dan

Janice Pasqual
Wife of Morris Pasqual ‘74

William Griffo

Frances Schaeffer
Mother of Joan McCabe,
Grandmother of Lauren McCabe ‘06

social work. It means a lot to me to dedicate
myself to a career focused on social justice,”
explained Jackie. Simultaneously, Jackie
studied representations of trauma through

Broadcasting System Awards by submitting
her news story titled Frein Fact Finder.

her Asian Languages course of study. To help

The story features Kristina’s interview with

her research, Jackie studied abroad in Japan

Pennsylvania State Police Public Information

for one summer. She eventually chose not to

Officer Tom Kelly regarding a local high

publish her thesis and only submitted it for a

profile case. WRKC’s staff received finalist

grade. This in order to dedicate more time to

nominations in six different categories,

another passion: musical theater. She starred
in Mount Holyoke College’s full Broadway

with Kristina’s story up for Best Community

Felicia Mendoza is currently attending NYU
and volunteers with the International Filipino
Association (IFA), a club home to many other
Stanners. In early May, the IFA showcased a
student-written and produced play called Villa.
Felicia collaborated with her fellow Stanner
alumni on writing, producing, and performing

Family Members
Joseph R. Arrigo
Father of Joseph ‘77, Stephen ‘83
& Christopher ‘88

News Coverage. The staff was invited to the

in the show. There were even Stanners in the

awards ceremony at a conference in early

audience excited to show their support. Felicia

Robert Audrin
Father of Stephane ‘85

March. “We did not win any national awards,

also connected with Drew Midwinter ‘83,

Br. John Bantz, FMS

Jennifer Moncino, a four year member of the

but we are still considered to be in the top

whose daughter, Sam, just so happened to star

St. Joseph’s College women’s volleyball team,

five percent of schools for college radio,”

in the play. Stanners involved in the production

Peter Brucas
Father of Kathleen ‘06, Rebecca ‘10,
Kathryn ‘13 & Victoria ‘16

was honored along with two teammates by

said Kristina. Currently, Kristina is studying

or in the audience are captioned in the group

Mass Communication at King’s College with

photo on page 41.

specialization in Advertising and Journalism.

Dhanesh Binda and Benedict Harvey are

production of RENT.

Class of 2011

the Association of Division III Independents.
Jennifer was named to the All-Independent
Second Team for the second consecutive
season. She led her team in service aces with
38 and digs with 228. She finished second in
kills (102) and points (141). Jennifer reached
double-digit digs in 13 games.

She hopes to work in Public Relations.

Class of 2014
Sebastian Geraci recently completed his first
year at Binghamton University. He intends to

Class of 2012

studying in the College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences at Cornell with a focus on Biology
and Pre-Med. Dhanesh is also considering
an Applied Economics and Management
minor. Benedict has aspirations of becoming

follow a pre-med track and major in biology.

a medical doctor, while Dhanesh is hoping to

After three solid years pitching in the NCAA

“Countless experiences at Molloy, from Peer

apply to an MD Ph.D. program after Cornell

Big East for St. John’s University, Thomas

Groups, to retreat leading, to learning valuable

and possibly research neurobiology.

If you missed out on having your update appear in Class Updates, remember that Molloy’s e-newsletter, The Beehive, always accepts updates
throughout the year. Contact Alumni Communications Director / Beehive Editor Joe Sommo ‘03 at jsommo@molloyhs.org for details.
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Thomas Birmingham
Brother of Br. Eugene Birmingham, FMS
Jacqueline Chiarelli
Mother of Lawrence ‘76
Mary Cahill Clarke
Wife of Thomas Clarke ‘88
Robert Coppola Jr.
Father of Savannah ‘15

Ruth A. Guy
Mother of Patrick ‘69
Gloria M. Harmel
Mother of George ‘62
Br. Stephen Hauley
Maria Hines
Wife of Joe Dombrowski
Mother of Dylan ‘07 & Brittany ‘09

Mario Cuomo
Father of Andrew ‘75

Anita Krische
Sister of Paul ‘81 & James ‘76
Aunt of Edward ‘13 & Sheila ‘17

William C. Daly
Father of Theodore ‘73

Catherine Menzer
Mother of Kathy Forgione

Marge Duffy
Mother of B.J. Duffy ‘85

John Mooney
Grandfather of Ryan ‘96 & Patrick ‘01
Father of Judy Contino
Father-in-Law of Mike Contino ‘68
Stanner Life Magazine

Jorge E. Ramos
Father of Edwin ‘85
Wayne Rogers
Timothy Ryan
Father of Vince ‘87
Maureen Schaffer
Mother of Robert ‘75 & Stephen ‘77
Mary Whelan
Mother of James ‘81
Bertha Bauer Wojis
Margaret Ziehl-Thompson
Mother of Bill Ziehl ‘81
Luis Angel Santos & Marina Santos
Father & Mother of Lou Santos

.
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STANNER ALUMNI CENTER
83-53 Manton Street Briarwood, NY 11435-1697
Toll Free: 866-STANNER Phone: 718-441-9210 Fax 718-846-3202 www.molloyhs.org

Save
the
Date!

Baseball
Reunion
Sept 26, 2015

Harvey 5K
Fun Run
Oct 4, 2015

All former players

A family friendly

are welcome.

race in Briarwood.

Alumni
Oktoberfest
Oct 9, 2015

Open House
Oct 18, 2015
Showcasing Molloy

Stanner
Reunion
Nov 7, 2015

Enjoy brats, brews,

for new students.

Serving class years

friends, and more!

Volunteers needed!

ending in 0 and 5.

Thanksgiving

Brother Ron
Fundraiser
Jan 17, 2016

Stanner
Golf Classic
May 2, 2016

Helping students in

Tee up for Molloy

need in Ron’s name.

scholarships!

Liturgy
Nov 25, 2015

Celebrate Mass with
the Stanner family!

Contact the Stanner Alumni Center at
718.441.9210 or visit www.molloyhs.org
for information on these and many
other great events throughout the year.

Follow Molloy Today!
#StannerPride | #MolloyHS
#Stanners | #Nonscholaesedvitae

