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Teacher Spotlight: Leslie Monagle
English Novels
Semester one was full of high points in English Novels with our
phenomenal junior class. Students took the lead on
vocabulary presentations, performances of scenes from
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and serious discussions around topics
such as satire. Students wrapped up semester one with a
Socratic Seminar on the topic of Satire: Waste of Time or Vital to Democracy?
For this assessment, students generated open-ended questions about the value

UPCOMING EVENTS

of political satire in this day and age. Then, they held independent group
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Now, as we move forward with another drama, students get to experience
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It is hard to believe it is already February and soon it will be spring. Even though the groundhog
saw his shadow, nicer weather should be right around the corner. The staff and students of
Tenor High School are working extremely hard every day to reach the ultimate goal of getting
our students to MATC their senior year. Recently we had our first semester awards ceremony in
which we were able to recognize student success. We awarded 40 all-school awards in the
categories of Positively Tenor, Student of the Semester, Most Improved, Humanitarian, Spirit,
School Service, and Leadership. We were also able to hand out 37 perfect attendance awards
as well as 49 gold GPA (GPA from 3.5-4.0) and 39 silver GPA (GPA from 3.0-3.49) awards. Each
teacher also presented individual classroom awards to deserving students. This was a great
event and we congratulate the many students who received awards.
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what it might have been like in Salem at the time of the Salem Witch Trials, as
we delve into Arthur Miller’s The Crucible. There will surely be plenty of topics
to debate in this tale of betrayal, vengeance, and sacrifice.
English 9
Freshmen in English 9 are honing their research and presentation skills as they
uncover the cultural context of Shakespeare’s plays in Elizabethan England. Topics include the life of
Shakespeare; Elizabethan theatre; clothing and appearance; health and medicine; and youth, school, and
entertainment. This is the groundwork for our unit on drama and Shakespeare in which we’ll read Romeo and
Juliet. As one of the culminating activities of the unit, students will get the chance to go head to head in a

I would also like to remind parents of a few school policies that we have noticed have
become an issue recently. Just a reminder that the school day schedule runs from 8:15 a.m.3:11 p.m. A few students are still arriving after 8:15 a.m. causing them to miss valuable
instruction time. In addition, students who arrive late must serve a lunch detention. Please
work with your child to make sure they are arriving to school on time. We have also noticed
recently that some parents are choosing to pick their child up 10-15 minutes before the school
day ends. With classes only being 56 minutes long, it is incredibly important for all students to
be in class for the entire period. We ask that parents avoid picking up their children before
3:11 p.m. We do understand there may be some circumstances that are out of your control,
but if every effort is made to make sure your child is in class the entire time, it will help them
greatly with their quest to get to MATC their senior year. Lastly, we have noticed quite a few
students waiting for rides long after school has been dismissed. Just a reminder that according
to our handbook, students who get a ride after school must be picked up by 4:00 p.m. unless
they participate in a club or sport. If your child is not in a club or sport and is getting picked up
after school, please make sure you are picking them up before 4:00 p.m., or they may have to
wait outside for their ride.

debate on culpability, as they prepare to write their essays.

Teacher Spotlight: Josh Borts
It is an exciting time of the year for the students in biology. In
class, students have recently finished an RNA unit by building
RNA molecules on string to figure out what kind of protein
the RNA was responsible for building! Now students will be
undertaking

a

completing

multiple

unit

on

mitosis.

projects

in

The

students

order

to

will

help

be
their

understanding of cell division including, a mitosis booklet,
and a cancer research project.
Second semester also provides students with a wonderful opportunity in the life science field to go into the
wilderness and explore the outdoors through a program known as Trees for Tomorrow. The program, which

Break Begins

takes place in Eagle River, Wisconsin, provides students with a new appreciation for the environment. The
trip will occur over four days in late April. Encourage your student to apply to this unique experience!

A great place to learn
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Todd Smith. Their first competition
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an evening of Bingo and great prizes!

Each of our 2 robots competed in
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8 matches and both went 5-3.

know that you’re coming!
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That's a great start!

Over the past year we have worked to provide more extensive ACT prep for our current 11 th grade
students in order to get them ready for the statewide ACT as well as to prepare our students for college.
Over the past year, we have taken four practice tests as part of the ACT prep program offered by
Princeton Review to our 11th grade students. As you can see from the chart below, we have seen
fantastic gains from our students over the past year. Our last practice test was taken on January 31 st and
we have yet to receive the results, but we expect to see even more gains once those results are received.

Test Taken
English
Math
Reading
Science
Composite

December 6,
2016
13.5
16.7
14.9
16.2
15.4

September 13, December 5th,
2017
2017
15.2
17.6
17.2
18.1
15.9
18
17
17.1
16.5
17.9

Tenor High School
840 North Jackson Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Growth in 1
year
4.1
1.3
3.1
0.9
2.5

Tenor High School...Ranked the #2 Public High School in the City of Milwaukee*
Teacher Spotlight: Fernando Muniz

*based on the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction State Report Cards for 2013-2014

We are now half way through the 2017-18 school year. Tenor freshmen took their
first round of high school exams just a few short weeks ago as well as winter MAP
testing. Students are making great strides toward reaching their goals in
mathematics. In pre-algebra, we are wrapping up our unit on proportionality and
linear relationships. This unit is particularly important since it contains many
concepts necessary for success in algebra. Algebra just completed their own linear
relationships unit which included many of the same concepts, but included
absolute value inequalities, linear systems and more.
Besides teaching Tenor’s freshman math I, along with fellow educator Alex Funk, have been running
Tenor’s Book Club and Nerd Club. We have read several great young adult (YA) books this year
including New York Times Bestseller Scythe by Neal Shusterman. We are currently reading the
continuation of this story titled Thunderhead. Nerd Club has been a tremendous amount of fun to
oversee this year. We began with playing mostly video games, but have transitioned almost entirely to
board games and card games. Popular options have been UNO, Battleship, and SORRY. Alex and I have
also brought in games like Exploding Kittens, Lords of Waterdeep, and AZUL that students have really
enjoyed playing. All in all, it has been a great year!
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