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Facts about the levy and bond election
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February 13, 2018
During their meeting on November 13, the Colfax School District Board of Directors passed two
resolutions for ballot measures, a levy and a bond, for the February 13, 2018 special election.

The levy:

Protecting our investment:

Resolution 388, addresses the need for the district to run a
replacement educational programs and operations levy. Under
new laws and guidelines from the state Legislature, districts
may only ask voters to approve a maximum levy of $1.50 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation for the next two years.

The 1958 junior/senior high school roof and the Jennings
Elementary roof will be replaced, stopping the significant
water damage that is occurring at both buildings. The roof
at the elementary building will be replaced with a metal
roof and at the junior/senior high school, the roof will be
removed and replaced in a manner that will abate any
standing water from occurring in the future.

This is a $1.47 per thousand reduction from our current
levy. It is estimated that in our district, this will cut levy dollars
by 50%. By law, a school levy may only be used to enhance
learning and activities beyond the state’s basic requirements.
A levy may not be used for extensive capital projects.

The bond:
Resolution 389, allows the district to ask our community
to support an $18.9 million bond. Bonds may be used for
extensive renovations or new construction. Our current
bond rate of $1.41 per thousand will expire and the
estimated bond rate of $2.63 per thousand will replace it.

Replacement bond will address three areas:
Safety and security:
Exposed asbestos will be removed from the junior/
senior high school building, specifically in the auditorium,
classrooms and roof. The entry of the junior/senior high
school will be renovated, allowing office personnel to
monitor who is entering the building. Electronic access
will be applied to all 17 exterior doors and the number of
security cameras in both buildings will be increased and
cameras updated. Student loading and drop off areas at
both schools will be changed and improved.

Leaky roofs plague both elementary and junior/senior high
school buildings
In addition, the junior/senior high school will have a
complete renovation of heating and cooling systems. Current
floor heaters will be removed, with the new system housed
in the ceiling. This will provide more room in the classrooms,
better energy efficiency, reduced utility costs and better
access for system maintenance. The Jennings Elementary
heating and cooling system also will be upgraded to
replace an aging system that is no longer reliable.
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Renovate instructional and public areas:
The junior/senior high school renovation will include all classrooms, the 1959 auditorium, gymnasium, bathrooms, hallways,
shop, kitchen, cafeteria and library. The 1953 Jennings Elementary School gymnasium will be fully renovated as well.

Renovated HS auditorium will include new lighting, flooring and re-upholstered seats.

The 2017 local school taxes (levy and bond taxes combined) total $4.38 per $1,000 of assessed valuation. Because of the
reduction in the levy amount, the 2018 local school tax total (levy and bond combined) will be an estimated $4.13 per
$1,000 – $.25 per $1,000 less than the current tax rate. This estimate is conservative and the overall savings may be higher.
In January 2017, a community facility committee was formed to study the issues our school facilities are facing, understand
those issues, and come up with potential solutions. The focus has been how to improve the facilities so they will last the
next 20 years. It is with this in mind that the decision was made to ask for an $18.9 million bond. It is our commitment to
you to ensure that this renovation is done right and will serve our students and community for many more years.
If you have any questions or would like me to come to a community group to discuss this bond proposal in more detail,
please contact Superintendent Jerry Pugh at 509-397-3042 or jerry.pugh@csd300.com.

