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On the week of April 17th, the HVCHS Ragazze and Con- At the festival, the choirs competed in different sections
because of differing factors such as size and type of choir.
cert Choirs set off for Festival Disney.
Beyond the competition, the students also were able to enFestival Disney is a performing arts competition where con- joy themselves in the Disney World park.
cert bands, jazz ensembles, marching bands, orchestras, vocal ensembles, and choirs from various schools compete. On Tuesday April 25th, the choirs returned back to HopeBecause it‟s a music competition for both singing groups well, both having won awards. Ragazze won first place in its
and instrumental groups, the choirs and the marching black section, with a “superior” rating.
and gold switch off year to year.
Congratulations to both choirs on a great trip!

campus
American woman to represent New Jersey in Congress, and
talked briefly about how Congress works. She also talked about
climate change and the challenges of passing legislation regulatBy: Alyssa Verrelli
ing it. She mentioned how we, as individuals, can help the enviNew Jersey Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman made an ronment by being politically active. By marching, protesting,
appearance at Hopewell on Wednesday April 19th. Watson
voting, writing, and calling representatives and senators, we can
Coleman has spent her whole life fighting for women, the sohelp influence Congress to vote on issues important to us.
cially and financially disadvantaged, and minority groups in the
New Jersey State Assembly. She continues to fight for these
groups as the representative of New Jersey's 12th district. Con- Her speech was informative and inspiring. Her advocacy to be
gresswoman Coleman was welcomed in the CHS media center politically active definitely motivated the students. She spoke
by Ms. Sarah Sherwin‟s AP Environmental Science and Intro to in a casual, personal manner, and even stayed to answer quesEcology Classes and Mr. David Sherwin‟s GPS (Global Political tions and shake hands with students. Having a strong woman
like Bonnie Watson Coleman in office is energizing and
Service) class.
enlightening. Having her speak here at Hopewell was definitely
an incredible experience.
Watson Coleman discussed what it is like to be the first African

Bonnie Watson Coleman

class taught by Mr. Jeffrey Parkinson. With engaging and interesting classes.”
a successful first year, every student in the
class is taking the test.
By: Skyler Rossi
Naturally, most students take the test when
they take an AP course. And, with more
When
asked
about
the
main
appeal
to
the
students being enrolled in AP tests, guidIf you were to graph the stress levels of high
tests,
Senior
Brendan
Kohn,
who
is
taking
ance counselor and AP coordinator Ms.
school juniors and seniors throughout the
four
tests,
said,
“I
recommend
that
other
Nicole Getman said, “Every year we see an
school year, the graph would peak during
students
take
AP
tests
because
they
can
give
increase in students taking APs.”
the first two weeks of May. During this
you
college
credit.”
time, students cram an entire year of information into their heads for the most stressIf you don‟t know a ton about APs, you‟re
Because students want to score well on
ful tests of the year: the AP tests.
probably thinking why students would put
their tests, they normally take the class that themselves through the stress of testing,
With over thirty tests in every subject, the goes along with it. These courses are more especially when each one costs $94. The
AP tests have something to offer for every- fast paced and challenging than honors or appeal is that most colleges will accept
scores of a 4 or 5 in lieu of college credits.
one‟s academic interests. This is definitely college prep courses, and many of them
focus on test prep.
This saves students money and class time
reflected in Hopewell‟s stats. Over 300

Testing, Testing, 1, 2, 3

students are taking AP tests this year, and
over twenty different subjects have been
ordered.

“Whenever younger students ask me about
APs, I always tell them the same thing: the
challenges and benefits of AP classes depend entirely on you,” said senior Sarah
While most of the test takers are juniors
and seniors, there is one class of freshman Voorhees, who is currently taking four AP
who are also sitting down and testing. This classes and tests. “If you‟re someone who
likes fast-paced learning and is willing to
year was the first year that Hopewell offered AP World History, a strictly freshman commit the time and energy, they can be

Hopewell Takes Hollywood
By: Julia Drake
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in the future, and allows them to take more
classes pertaining to their majors.
Voorhees agreed, “If you [do] well on the
exam, you can knock some time off your
college sentence. For me, that‟s worth the
late nights and the index cards.”

On May 5, Juniors rolled out the red carpet for the
Hollywood themed Junior prom at West Trenton
Ballroom. It was a night full of dancing, food, and
fun. See page 4 pictures of the great night!
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Student Activities

Soaring
Aspirations

of short stories, poetry, and even nonfiction.
They draw the line at research papers. They
By: Sarah Voorhees
see enough of those in the classroom. They
also welcome original photographs and
This year‟s edition of Mercer County Com- drawings. Each student can submit up to
munity College‟s literary magazine, Aspira- three pieces.
tions, is fresh off the printer. On Thursday
April 27th, the college hosted an awards
“This is my second year having my poetry
program honoring high school students
from the Mercer County area whose artwork published in Aspirations,” said senior Skyler
or writing was published in this year‟s edi- Rossi. When asked what inspired her to
submit work to the magazine, she explained,
tion.
“I love to write poetry, and I thought it
would be a great opportunity to see my work
Mercer has published an annual edition of in print.”
Aspirations for more than 20 years. Faculty
members of the school‟s English department
Senior Bobbie Armstrong agreed, saying, “I
started the magazine with the intention to
heard about it through my English class, and
encourage local high school students to
it seemed like a cool way to try and get pubshare their work with the community and
lished. A lot of my friends submitted last
showcase their talents.
year, so there was a little bit of peer pressure,
too, I think.”
Each year, Mercer invites high school students to submit their visual or literary work,
and a panel of the school‟s English profes- Every writer can agree that one of the hardsors, as well as local high school English est parts of the writing process is finding
teachers, chooses a limited number of liter- inspiration, but both Rossi and Armstrong
ary works for publication. The MCCC Publi- feel that their inspiration to write creatively
cations Office and Art/Design faculty make comes when they‟re not looking for it.
the final decisions about submitted artwork.
The Aspirations team encourages submission
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things down that strike me as weird or funny
and go from there. The „notes‟ section of my
phone is an absolute mess,” said Armstrong.
Messy or not, the creative process is one that
the Aspirations team feels should be celebrated and acknowledged, and the awards
program held at Mercer each year is meant
to do just that.
Rossi recounted last year‟s awards program
at Mercer‟s Kelsey Theater, saying,
“Everyone eats cookies and talks about the
work they had published. It‟s a really positive, supportive environment. I‟d encourage
anyone to submit to Aspirations. It‟s very low
stress, and if your work gets selected, you can
see your name in print, which is such a great
feeling.”
At the ceremony, MCCC students helped to
celebrate the creativity of the high school
students published in this year‟s edition by
performing theatrical readings of selected
student poems.

Each student with work published in Aspirations received his or her own copy of the
“My inspiration mostly comes from the little magazine and experienced the gratifying
things I notice that people do or say. I write sensation of seeing their name in print.
Bulldog Reporter
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Class Elections are Coming Up!
Sophomore Class Officers:

Junior Class Officers:

President: Steven Hu, Yezad President: Ben Morreale,
Nakra, Lindsey Parker
Will Titus (current)
(current)
Vice President: Mia Carrell
Vice President: Aima
(current)
Bhatti (current), Gabriel
Secretary: Sean Dolan,
Lefebvre, Molly Rhoads
Zyanya Singh

Senior Class Officer:

Secretary: Sydney Brooks,
Adelinne Danieluk
(current)
Tresurer: Shaunak Fadnis
(current), Daphne George,
Dhruv Kapadia, Caroline
Tamasi

President: Max Brass
(current), Katie Modzelewski

Student Council:

Vice President: Chandler
Habig (current)

Vice President: Cameron
Brower, Grayson Glogoff

Treasurer: Liam Holland
(current)

Secretary: Kyle Randazzo
(current)

Secretary: Lexi Banket,
Melissa Mikalsen

Liaison: Tessa Sharma
(current)

Treasurer: Dominic Zangrilli (current)

Treasurer: Chris Cantwell

Liaison: Emma Levine

President: Julia Cane,
Olivia Kochis

Board Representative: Maya
Hill, Caroline Phillips, William Rudnik

Liaison: Jenna McManimon, Anna Salvatore
(current)

March of Dimes March for Babies
By: Anais Hou
Each year, 15 million babies are born prematurely
around the world. Of those 15 million, 1 million will
die. In the United States, the rate of premature births
has decreased to 9.6 percent after decades of increases.
Not only has this decline saved thousands of babies
from the complications of being born too soon, it has
also saved the country billions of dollars in health care
costs. However, premature birth still affects around
380,000 babies each year.
March of Dimes is a nonprofit organization that aims
to improve the health of babies and mothers by preventing premature births, birth defects, and infant mortality. Money raised by the organization goes towards
research working to identify the causes of premature
births and treatments to prevent early labor as well as
working on improvements in medical care of premature babies.
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Another aspect of their research focuses on birth defects: causes, prevention, and treatment. This medical
research helps improve babies‟ chances of being born
healthy and staying healthy. And the Hopewell Valley
FBLA chapter is helping out.
Each year, FBLA fundraises for March of Dimes by participating the the annual March of Dimes March for
Babies. The walk is held at Mercer County Park and
aims to raise money and awareness for the issue. However, the walk is not only an FBLA event; members of
the community are encouraged to join. This year, the
walk was held on Sunday April 30, 2017.
If you were not able to attend the event, you can still
help! The club has created a webpage where anyone can
donate, or alternatively, you help support the cause by
donating money at school. If you would like to donate,
you can go to www.marchforbabies.org, and search for
HVCHS‟ page, where you can then donate. Whether
they‟re born early or on time, all babies can benefit
from the donations you make to March of Dimes.
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Team S.P.I.K.E. Looking Forward
to an Even Better Season

During competitions, there are games, around three minutes in length, where robots go up to compete.

By: Sophia Stivala

This year, the HVCHS robotics team has had a successful Turpault helped design the gear catching mechanism for
season. The team said that they did much better this year the robot, which was one of three main mechanisms.
Sophomores Anna Lauricella and Alex Shaftel also
compared to past years.
helped with the design of the robot. They created the
design and built the climbing mechanism of the robot
Senior Anton Turpault shared that this year, Team
that was used.
S.P.I.K.E. won first out of 36 teams in their first competition of the year, fifth in their second competition, and
Reflecting on the past year, the team said that this year,
made it to regionals.
the team was more organized. They also got new mentors,
practical arts teacher Michael Sullivan, and science
They programmed the robot to drive on its own, pick up
teacher Kate Mercurio, who helped the team out.
balls, shoot them out, and receive gears to put them on
pegs. The team even programmed the robot to start off
Sophomore Anna Lauricella said, “Before my freshman
on its own after the game first began, which helped give
year, I hadn't done anything with robotics or engineering.
the team extra points.
That's the great thing about the team, you can come in
knowing nothing and be taught everything by the older
“We got the robot done earlier this year, so we had a lot
students.”
more time to practice,” Alex said.

CHS’s Artistic Side
By: Sophia Lo

McGregor along with junior Rachel Sajewska-Lee from
the Dance III class.

On Friday May 12th, CHS students will attend the Mercer County Teen Arts Festival at Mercer County Community College. At the festival, students will be attending
workshops and master classes, as well as performing for
adjudicators who will critique the students based on their
performances. The festival celebrates media and visual
art, music, dance, film, and creative writing.

When asked about what she was looking forward to
about the Teen Arts Festival, Sajewska-Lee said, “I love
the arts and artistry as a whole. I believe that art really is
the glue that keeps us all together in a society, even
though it is not appreciated enough. With this festival, I
am excited to see all different areas and displays of art,
whether it's dance, a musical piece, or a simple story. Having all these students my age express something so deep
and personal all together is really exciting and inspiring.”

Beginning in 1969, the first Teen Arts Festival was held
at McCarter Theatre in Princeton, NJ. Since then, the
festival has been an opportunity for students to showcase
their talent, receive feedback from highly regarded artists,
hone their artistic skills, and express their love for the
arts.

All the students participating in the Teen Arts Festival
have put in an enormous amount of work. Students have
attended many rehearsals, taken the time to choreograph
dances, and practice solos for hours, perfecting each note.

This year, CHS students from the dance classes, orchestra, and band will be attending the festival. Several students will also be performing solos for a panel of judges,
and some of these students include senior India Anderson on tuba, and seniors Natalia Lange and Kyleigh
Bulldog Reporter

At the end of the Mercer County Teen Arts Festival, students who have performed exceptionally will be given the
chance to perform at the State Teen Arts Festival. The
State Teen Arts Festival is slated to take place at Ocean
County Community College, and it is a three day event,
held from May 31st to June 2nd.
Page
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Global Diversity Day- May 19th20th
By Ryan Tobin
Members of the Hopewell Valley community cordially
invite students, families and local businesses to celebrate and support Global Diversity Day right here in
Hopewell Valley. The festivities will commence on Friday May 19th at Timberlane Middle School and Hopewell Valley Central High School.
The day will begin at HVCHS with an art exhibition
on global diversity created by our very own high school
students. Kenyan Ambassador Robinson Njeru Githae,
the honorary guest, will speak at the Diversity Panel
and dine at the Kenya House starting at 5pm (limited
seating, RSVP required. Email admin@gckllc.com /
Phone: 609-290-8998).

plans on youth development. Non-profit organizations
will be displaying what projects they have created and
developed in Kenya as well. The cost to attend Saturday‟s Diaspora Conference ($25.00) includes lunch and
refreshments.
The schedule is as follows:
· 9:00 am - Registration at HVCHS
· 9:30 am - Official Opening and Panel Discussion
· 10:30 am - Break and Exhibit Visits
· 11:00 am - Rotational Mini-Conferences in Classrooms
· 12:30 am - Lunch Break
· 1:00 pm - Youth Action Plan Sessions: Implementable Proposals and Competitions
· 2:00 pm - Kenya-USA Youth Panel
· 2:45 pm - Break
· 3:00 pm - Leaders Panel
· 4:00 pm - Awards and Closing Ceremony to include
Keynote speaker
· 5:00 pm - Program closes
· 6:00 pm - Action and Implementation Dinner with
Leaders

A special message from Senator Cory Booker will also
be shared during the Global Diversity Day celebrations.
Friday evening, the public is invited to attend the free
showcase at 7pm in the Timberlane Middle School
As a community, it is our belief that all lives possess
Cafeteria where various cultural groups will perform.
equal value and every person deserves an opportunity
On Saturday May 20th, The Hopewell Valley CHS- to lead a healthy and productive life regardless of race,
Kenya Youth Diaspora Conference will open with regis- religion, color or creed. Here at Hopewell Valley, we
tration at 9am in the Media Center at Hopewell Valley support global diversity & inclusion in all its aspects.
Central High School. CHS students have developed a Our vision of global diversity encompasses the idea of
successful collaborative relationship with various com- embracing all the beautiful differences that make up
munities in Kenya due to the successful annual Sum- this world. This event is to celebrate and promote
mer Trip Experience Program facilitated by Global global diversity in order to foster unity. Please come
celebrate with us.
Connections Kenya.
The HV-Kenya Youth Diaspora Conference‟s mission
is to initiate a program to engage Kenyan Youth in the
Diaspora to work jointly in an effort to start a two-way
exchange program in which United States high school
students and Kenyan students plan and organize joint
exchanges during the summer or spring.

CONTACT
Dr. Angwenyi
Phone: 609-429-0569
Office Email: admin@gckllc.com
School Email: davidangwenyi@hvrsd.org

Ms. Swati Joseph
Phone:
732-887-5781
Throughout the day, groups will feature several activities to expand on the educational diplomacy theme. Email: swatijoseph1971@yahoo.com
The Kenya United Diaspora Organization, and similar
Kenya led organizations, will share their vision and
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national
The approach towards mathematical solutions are classified in three types. The first is
Isn’t “Working”
rote memorization, which is the least effective way to understand and comprehend
By: Ameya Pathak
math. The second is students trying to relate
Students in the United States are not doing to topics that they have already mastered.
The last and the best type is the Growth
well in mathematics. Not only that, “as
Mindset. This way, students evaluate themmany as a third of all students, starting as
young as age five, suffer from math anxiety,” selves after making a mistake and then learn
says authors Jo Boaler and Pablo Zoido, who from that mistake.
published the article, “Why Math Education
in the US Doesn‟t Add Up,” in Scientific
Why the U.S. Has Bad Math Scores on the
American. Boaler and Zoido, after following PISA
many psychologists and researchers, conThe PISA test shows that the students in the
cluded that the math system in the US
U.S. usually memorize mathematical conneeds to be revamped because it‟s making
cepts. A proposed reason for this is the overkids dread doing math.
emphasis on speed in US education systems.
In fifth grade, many of us were given workTheir research stems from the results of the sheets full of addition or subtraction probProgram for International Student Assesslems, which we had to complete in five minment (PISA), which tests students around
utes or less. This approach makes students
the world in science, reading, and math.
stressed out on tests, making them unable to
American students are average performers in think under pressure, which results in lowscience and reading scores, but below averered scores. To compensate, students start
age in math scores. The scores have been
memorizing facts without fully comprehendlike this for many years and are expected to ing them, and that ultimately leads to a
be the same for next year because the math mindset based on memorization. This is the
system in our country is not working as well reason why the scores on the PISA are so
as the French, Japanese or Indian math sys- low for the US: students are not, and most
tems are.
importantly, cannot, think during these
tests.
Three Types of Mathematical Thinking

Why the US Math System

Clean Water Challenge
By: Sanskar Agrawal
On May 8th and 9th, the Clean Water
H20 Challenge was held at the New York
Academy of Sciences, its goal being to design a product that can reduce water waste
and conserve water as a resource. Many
people from all around the East Coast attended the event.

ing out these metals can allow less waste to
be in the water and therefore do less harm
to the surrounding environment and mention communities who may rely on rivers as
their water source.

The Solution? The Growth Mindset
In the Growth Mindset, “nothing is impossible to learn.” The Growth Mindset has three
main advantages over the prevailing system
of math education in the US. First, it removes the negative effects of time pressure.
Second, it reduces the need to memorize
rather than to understand. Third, it helps
students get excited about mathematics because it focuses on real world problem solving rather than rote learning. Therefore,
countries that teach math using the Growth
Mindset approach produce students who
score higher on standardized tests. Students
living in these countries learn from their
mistakes in math. Mistakes will lead to exploration, and exploration will either lead to
finding the right answer or growth. When
you compare students in the highest-scoring
countries on the PISA test and the same age
students in our country, you will find that
the students in the highest scoring countries
are almost a whole grade year ahead of students here.
Our education system must reevaluate its
emphasis on speed, and encourage the students to develop a Growth Mindset. Students will learn a greater amount this way
and will become lifelong learners because
they won‟t be disinterested in math anymore.
Solving these water-related issues can be
beneficial toward our environment. As a
group, we have been meeting on a weekly
basis to work on this project and hope to
develop a way to prevent heavy metals from
polluting the water.”

Freshmen Daphne George, Sonja Michaluk, and Sanskar Agrawal have been involved in the Clean Water H20 Challenge.
To participate in the challenge, a group
must first meet certain requirements.

This project began in January 2017, and
the students have created a prototype after
doing a series of laboratory work and analyzing the results. The product idea, along
With droughts occurring in states like Caliwith a prototype, will be presented and may
fornia, this challenge can help find a solueven be marketed as a real-world product.
tion to conserve water and prevent wastewa- Sonja Michaluk described the project as “a
In the end, the proposed product could
ter from harming the environment. This is multi-state wide environmental challenge.”
possibly unlock a solution to the prevent
achieved by trying to filter heavy metals out She continued, saying, “The challenge itself
water contamination.
of the polluted water of local rivers. Filter- is supposed to help solve water problems.
Bulldog Reporter
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Op-ed
Is the Ossoff Hype
Justified?

boggling amount for a Congressional elecFurious. The question is whether the Ossoff
tion. According to Maplight, a nonpartisan campaign is an isolated situation or a nationresearch center, House candidates receive an wide narrative.
average of $1,689,580 in contributions.

By: Anna Salvatore
Democrats are also touting the young candidate on social media, with celebrities such as
There‟s a 30-year-old man in Georgia with
Alyssa Milano, Chelsea Handler, and
the weight of the Democratic Party on his
George Takei urging their followers to
shoulders.
#Flipthe6th. It‟s hard to have a social media
account without hearing about the Ossoff
This man is Jon Ossoff, the Democratic canhype.
didate for Georgia‟s 6th Congressional District‟s special election. The district has historically been a Republican stronghold, rep- Mr. Ossoff narrowly missed winning the seat
on April 18th. He received 48.1% of the
resented from 1979 to 1999 by Newt Ginvote, close to the 50% threshold needed to
grich, and Republican Tom Price recently
held the position before joining the ranks of win the seat. Now, he will face his Republican counterpart, Karen Handel (who rethe Trump administration. Mr. Ossoff is
ceived about 20% of the vote), in a June
running with the slogan #Flipthe6th with
runoff election. Many view this election as a
the goal of turning the „red‟ district „blue.‟
referendum on President Trump‟s America.
Democrats are desperate. In the past year,
they have endured Hillary Clinton‟s humiliating defeat, President Trump‟s incompetence, and a continuing Republican control
of Congress. Now, they are channeling their
unbridled frustration into supporting Mr.
Ossoff. They‟ve poured over eight million
dollars into his campaign, which is a mind-

According to the New York Times, “the contest is viewed as a major test of whether a
wave of left-wing activism since Mr. Trump‟s
inauguration will produce change at the
ballot box.” Mr. Ossoff is certainly capitalizing on anti-Trump fervor, evidenced by his
campaign emails‟ subject line: Make Trump

Achieving Equality
By: Sanskar Agrawal
What is equality? Most people would say something like,
“Everyone being equal in multiple ways such as in rights and
opportunities,” and, while that is correct, there is more to that
then you may think. Equality emphasizes the idea of a truly
equal society, a utopia where everyone is equal regardless of
factors such as race, religion, and creed. No matter who you
are, you will be treated as equivalent to the person next to
you. This one, eight letter word has left a changing but conflicting story that leads one to question: can equality ever be
achieved?
Striving for united equality often results in conflict. Each and
every day, there are reports of how there are problems emerging, all having to do with that one word: equality. We must
Page 9

Stacey Abrams, the Democratic minority
leader of Georgia, is deeply skeptical. She
understands the value of an exciting Democratic candidate, especially considering the
current state of the party. On the other
hand, she believes “it‟s dangerous to try to
use one moment as emblematic of an entire
national mood.”
After all, special elections can be random. In
2000, Democrat Mark Critz won a House
seat in Western Pennsylvania. Then the Democrats lost terribly in the 2000 midterms
when it came to Pennsylvania. Even if Mr.
Ossoff does win, there‟s no guarantee that
other Republican districts will become competitive. Liberals can‟t raise eight million
dollars for every Democratic candidate, and
not every district will have the same of community engagement as the 6th district.
If you‟re rooting for Mr. Ossoff‟s campaign,
that‟s great. #Flipthe6th! Just avoid making
broad conclusions about Democratic resurgence based on a small district in Georgia.

take a trip back to how the fight for equality has progressed.
In the United States, that word would be used to describe the
immeasurable victory of the abolishment of slavery through
the Union‟s defeat of the Confederacy in 1865. Even then,
conflict erupted after the 13th and 14th amendments were
incorporated into the Constitution, and the Jim Crow Laws
were put into place, limiting a person‟s rights simply due to
the color of their skin.
It illustrates that the fight for equality rages on and right as
the end is near, old and new types of inequalities formulate,
keeping the conflict alive for longer periods of time. Turning
back to modern day, the problems of characteristics, such as
skin color, have passed, yet conflict still finds itself synonymous with diversity.

(Continued on Page 10)
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(Equality...Continued from Page 9)
Problems have begun to emerge over the matter of LGBT rights in
the United States over the past couple of months as a result of
transgender bathroom rights. According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, no state has truly decided how to react
to transgender bathroom rights. While multiple states have made
transgender students feel more accommodated by letting them
choose which gender they identify as, 16 states have appeared to
do the exact opposite by considering legislation to restrict access to
multi-user restrooms and other sex-segregated facilities, believing
that students should identify as the same gender they were assigned at birth.

generation to generation, the prejudices of how one difference in a
person can make them unequal to another individual. Luckily, to
counter this problem, social justice movements and groups have
the ultimate weapon stored within their war chest: us.

American Apprentice

60%. However, in recent years, the United States has slowly begun
to introduce more of these programs. For example, in South Carolina, the apprenticeship effort has gained over 600 companies and
4,500 students. The result: the sudden change in educational
structure has lured several European manufacturers, leading to the
creation of thousands of Carolinian jobs.

We determine whether what the government is doing is right or
wrong to our societal standard; they‟re supposed to uphold the
principles of equality through the forms of political movements,
legislation, protests, and more. When you get down to brass tacks,
we are the ones who are responsible for producing change and
creating an environment to which all are welcome, for that open
setting towards everyone throughout the nation is the milestone,
Overall these discrepancies show the problem regarding equality, the point where you can truly say that this is a nation of equality.
the inability to combat prejudices that seem to transcend from

By: Paul Frank
President Donald Trump gave us "The Apprentice," but can he
give America apprenticeships? If he were to do so, he'd be borrowing the European model of training the next generation for an
economy growing ever more reliant on software skills and technological technique. For example, Germany matches teens with companies and begins honing their acumen in a certain trade while
they're in high school. By the time they graduate, they have, if they
choose to, a job already lined up at the company where they've
been apprenticed. The Swiss also have kids as young as 16 apprenticing in fields that vary from IT to dance.
Now, who's to say President Trump would ever even think about
carving out a place in the American education system for apprenticeships? Well, he‟s already humored the thought. When German
Chancellor visited the White House back in March, Trump called
the German apprenticeship model "one of the proven programs to
developing a highly skilled workforce."
If the idea of apprenticeship sounds a tad medieval, it's because
the concept is centuries old. During the Middle Ages, a young
adult would learn a certain craft from a craftsman, who would
then receive cheap labor from the pupil. However, in today's
world, the training a German youth gets coincides with their secondary education. While taking courses such as Algebra and Biochemistry, a student would learn about IT or sales management. In
numerous European countries that have similar programs, they are
completely voluntary - a student chooses from either an academic
or career track.

Also, in Chicago, Mayor Rahm Emanuel has been pushing the
idea of apprenticeships and has made major headway. Several city
colleges have set up apprenticeship programs with massive employers such as Aon, while in the suburban area, Harper College has
attracted several Swiss backers including the insurance carrier Zurich.
All of this is encouraging, but it's not enough. University of Chicago Urban Labs director Timothy Knowles released a study, "The
United States and Europe: An Educational Exploration," that discussed recent efforts of apprenticeship programs and their effects
on state economies, employment rates, etc. "The question is
whether it is at a scale that is persuasive," said Knowles. "The demand for skilled workers in an increasingly digital economy will
only grow. European nations such as Germany, Switzerland, the
Netherlands, and Austria have shown that apprenticeships can
become vital wellsprings for skilled labor; the U.S. risks getting left
behind if it doesn't innovate in the way it trains workers."
One truly tantalizing element of the European model is its reliance
on the private sector footing the bill. It is the companies, after all,
that have a lack of skilled labor, so they're the ones that underwrite
as much of the cast as they can. Can that happen in the U.S.? It
has already begun; South Carolina employers pay for most of the
cost of apprenticeship programs. That's as it should be but on a
larger, nation-wide scale.

It's clear apprenticeships pay off. Among developed countries,
Switzerland in 2016 had the world's lowest youth unemployment
rate and the world's fourth largest per capita income. Meanwhile, This is where Trump should step in. He needs to get educators
Germany has a youth unemployment rate of 7.4%, a stunning half and employers on board with the notion of making apprenticeof the U.S.‟ 14.8%.
ships more common in the educational environment. In the age of
constant innovation that we currently find ourselves within, the
time has come for the United States to finally innovate its educaIn the United States, less than 5% of youth train or work under
tion system.
apprenticeships while in Germany that number is an immense
Bulldog Reporter
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International
ISIL’s Iraq Land Fractions as Iraqi and Coalition Forces Aim for
Blitzkrieg

losing ground for close to two years. This
has given the Iraqi and coalition forces "a
view of the end of the tunnel" as it was a
radical difference from when ISIL had
shocked the world in 2014 with the hostile
takeover of Mosul and Sunni Arab heartlands, said Rasool.

By: Paul Frank
The group's reach in Iraq peaked in August
of 2014 when a second offensive saw ISIL
The Islamic State of Iraq and Levant [ISIL]
take over areas of northern Iraq that were
now controls less than six percent of Iraq, a
previously home to various minorities and
drastic change from the 40 percent it held
had controlled by forces from a nearby
nearly three years ago, according to both the
Kurdish region.
Iraqi and coalition officials. After retaking
much of the surrounding territory, Iraqi
Iraqi forces, with the backing of the US-led
forces backed by US-led air strikes, includcoalition, began a major offensive to retake
ing the dropping of the 'Mother of All
Mosul in late October of 2016. They manBombs,' and other means of support, are
aged to retake control of the eastern side of
now battling ISIL inside the second city of
the city in January and since February, have
Mosul.
been battling the extremists bunkered down
in their last west Mosul redoubts. The full
Brigadier General and Spokesman of the
recapture of Mosul, which has been deemed
Joint Operations Command coordinating
the "de facto capital" of the caliphate that
the anti-ISIL effort Yahya Rasool formally
ISIL proclaimed itself to be, would end the
reported that ISIL had "controlled 40 pergroup's dreams of becoming a multinational
cent of the Iraqi land" in 2014, but "as of
state.
March 31st, the group only held 6.8 percent
of Iraqi territory."
Speaking at a press conference in Baghdad,
Colonel of the US-led coalition John DorVarious members of the forces, Iraqi and
rian vowed that Iraq would "not be abanothers, battling ISIL have disagreed in the
doned" after the recapture of Mosul. "Once
past on figures about how far the extremist
the task is accomplished," he said, "the coaligroup's grasp reaches, but ISIL has been
tion will be here to support our Iraqi part-

Is the Next Korean
War Be Upon Us?
By: Sanskar Agrawal

as it seems that North Korea has been stuck
in the testing phase of nuclear proliferation
and has been making what seem to be
empty threats to form a smokescreen of
sorts. With no war declaration or actual
missile strike so far, experts predict that
North Korea may not take action in the
near future, as they are more than likely still
trying to create successful nuclear missiles.

Tensions are rising as North Korea has attempted to make a successful nuclear missile, as shown by several missile and ballistic
tests in Japanese waters. With tensions alWith such a deadly and unpredictable
ready at a high between North Korea and
the rest of the world, it begs the question: is country, military officials are very careful
and have kept a watchful eye on North Konuclear war imminent?
rea. North Korea‟s neighbors, China and
South Korea, have ordered their bombers
So far, numerous experts predict that the
to be on high alert, bracing for a possible
resurgence of the Korean War is not likely
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ners as they eliminate ISIL from every corner of Iraq. Though the fighting is going to
be very hard... this enemy is completely surrounded. They aren't going anywhere; they
will be defeated and the people of Mosul
will be freed.”
The coalition has recently come under some
criticism following several air strikes in west
Mosul that took a heavy toll on citizens,
killing an estimated 24. "Every strike that we
conduct, we conduct using precision-guided
munitions. Every strike that we conduct is
coordinated directly with the Iraqi security
forces," Dorian responded. "We are as careful as humanly possible. We never, ever
target civilians. Never. We reject anyone
who says that we do. That is not happening. We only target those who identify as
Daesh (ISIL)."
Even if ISIL members are targeted, the fact
that they are operating in areas still home to
large numbers of residents means that civilians can become victims.
ISIL still controls the large towns of Hawija
and Tal Afar, along with remote areas along
the border of Syria in western Iraq. In Syria,
the group still holds the city of Raqqa and
several other areas; however, the coalition
has begun to set course for the retaking of
extremist-controlled areas in Syria.
confrontation. Meanwhile, the U.S. has
been keeping close surveillance to see what
the infamously autocratic country may do
next.
As of April 21st, there has been no direct
confrontation with North Korea. So far,
intense diplomacy with the United Nations
has produced tensions as the UN issued
heavy sanctions on the country in the hopes
to stifle their hopes of developing nuclear
missiles. Though for now, the world will
have to wait and see for North Korea‟s next
move, how the major powers of the world
will react, and whether war will become a
possibility in the future.
Bulldog Reporter
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Welcome to the Bulldog Hindquarter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

Senior Discovers That School is
for Learning
By: Theo Evans
After almost twelve years of education, Hopewell senior
Neil Norton discovered on Thursday that school actually
serves some sort of purpose.
“Apparently, I’ve been learning stuff this whole time,” said
Norton, “And, like, some of it is even kind of interesting.”
Norton arrived at his conclusion after realizing that the
Wikipedia page he’d been reading about frogs had some
information that overlapped with what he’d been taught in
school.

mouths? Or that male frogs have ears larger than their
eyes while female frogs have ears smaller than their eyes?
I could spend hours just looking at pictures of frogs croaking. Their vocal sacs get so huge. It’s ridiculous.”
When asked to get back on topic, Norton added, “And, I
mean, I learned most of that online, but you can apparently
learn similar stuff in school, too.”
Students throughout the district were shocked at Norton’s
bold statement.
“I’ve never learned a day in my life,” said sophomore Patrick Pence, “And I plan to keep it that way.”
Freshman Susie Rowell agreed. “We need to keep learning out of schools.”

According to Norton, “I just really like frogs. Like did you
know that frogs retract their eyes into their heads to help
push food down their throats? Or that they absorb water
through their skin instead of drinking it through their

Responding to the accusation that attending Hopewell Valley schools could cause students to learn, the Board of
Education issued the following statement: “Um, yeah.”

Starbucks Announces Plans for
Limited Time Dragon Mocha

of the Beverage Safety Council, has vocally expressed her opinion of the Dragon Mocha, saying that
Starbucks needs to go back to just making coffee.

By: Bobbie Armstrong

Harris acknowledges the weight of Cook’s “burn,” but
in defense of the Dragon Mocha, asserts that the
Following the success of its viral Unicorn Frappuccino, Starbucks has announced plans to introduce the drink will actually burn things, rendering Cook’s comments somewhat useless.
Dragon Mocha in June.
“It’s going to be all the exciting, Instagrammable colors of the Unicorn Frappe, but with 5,000 more calories,” David Harris, a representative for Starbucks,
explained to the Hindquarter. “Did I mention it
breathes fire?”

“If someone says something we don’t agree with, we
can just burn it up with the Dragon Mocha,” explained
Harris. “I believe this drink will be a great addition to
our menu.”

Plans for the launch of the Dragon Mocha have since
Critics of Starbucks’ attempts to tap into the viral
been pushed back to July, after a section of Starmarket have pegged the Dragon Mocha as
bucks’ corporate headquarters burnt to the ground
“unhealthy,” and a “fire hazard.” Cathleen Cook, head while employees were testing the drink.

Senior Excited to Live
in Mostly Rat-Free
Dorm Next Year

“The views were sick,” said Perks. “And so
were the rats, but I think the school is going
to do something about that before the freshman move in.”

Schools across the country were forced to
address the growing problem when students
By: Bobbie Armstrong
began complaining of rats eating the Ramen
they were hoarding under their beds. “That’s
Senior Hannah Langford says she is excited when we really knew this was a widespread
to live in a “mostly rat free” dorm her freshissue,” said Lisa Barker, Director of the Rat
man year of college.
Free Dorm Project, which is headquartered in
Washington. “We’re working to pass legisla“I mean, I think that’s a pretty good deal,”
tion that requires schools to prohibit students
Langford told the Hindquarter. “We’re only
from keeping dead fish in their closets. That
paying $45,000 a year, so you have to expect seems to be one of the main causes of the
at least a few rats. But I draw the line at more problem. Students are also encouraged to
than three rats per day.”
stockpile rat traps in their dorms.”
Surprisingly, four rat encounters per day is a
fairly common occurrence, according to the
annual Rat Dorm Ratio Report that many
schools participate in. Rat levels range from
“overrun,” to “heard something in the wall.”
Senior Tom Perks says he got over the rat
problem at his school when he saw the views.

Hannah Langford says she isn’t too concerned about encountering rats in her dorm,
as her school falls lower on the Rat Dorm Ratio index. “The little ones are kind of cute,”
said Langford.”
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