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Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts ~ 2018 – 2019
Chart your Course! Explore! Learn! Achieve!
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
“Chart you Course! Explore! Learn! Achieve!”
The Ancient Greeks set out to sea much as our Spartan Students will set out into the world. They used the
tools, skills, and knowledge at their disposal and depended on teamwork and collaboration to ensure a
successful voyage. Our entire Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts Staff is committed to supporting
each student by encouraging you to chart your course and make a commitment to excellence. The course you
choose is up to you, our promise is that you will have our unwavering help and encouragement along the way.

OUR SCHOOL VISION
At Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts, we envision our school as a center for innovation and
creativity. It is our desire to provide students with meaningful, relevant, and rigorous learning opportunities.
Through our infusion of the visual, performing, and digital arts, we strive to support each student in making
meaningful connections in their learning. As a school community, we exhibit a passion and enthusiasm for
exploration, learning, and achievement, and we celebrate and encourage each student’s success. We take pride
in creating a warm and welcoming school community, where each of you know you are safe and are expected
to meet your greatest potential.

THE ARTS-INTEGRATED EXPERIENCE
Numerous studies over the past decade have demonstrated the benefits of arts-infused education. Students who
have access to the arts benefit from creative outlets, find greater success in mastering core subjects, have fewer
disciplinary problems, and show significantly higher graduation rates. A 2011 study, “Reinvesting in Arts
Education”, found that integrating the arts with other subjects also raises academic achievement levels. An
Arts-based Education doesn’t just raise test scores, but also supports the learning process itself. Studies show
that students participating in the Arts have been found to improve their IQ scores by several points. Other
studies have reported similar scientific findings on the Arts’ impact on the brain, showing that sustained Arts
Education is an essential part of adolescent social and intellectual development
Using a unique balance between challenging Academic and Arts Curriculums, Ladera Vista Students
experience an Arts-Infused Common Core Curriculum, through which you’ll connect to a rigorous academic
curriculum while integrating the arts. These courses include a strong emphasis on 21st Century Learning and
Preparedness, with our 1:1 iPad program providing round-the clock access to technology

TUTORIALS: A TIME FOR ENRICHMENT AND INTERVENTION
Our Tutorial classes, held for 30-minute periods each Tuesday and Thursday, provide you with an opportunity
to participate in a variety of Enrichment Classes. From Web Design and Computer Programming to Jewelry
Making and Sustainable Gardening, students experience new, fun and interesting learning opportunities in
four-week blocks. Students who are not meeting grade level expectations are supported through intensive
interventions in small learning groups during this time.

OUR HOMEWORK POLICY
Homework is an extension of our Ladera Vista Program. Students typically have homework each night in
Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies and Science. Some elective classes may also require homework.
Each student receives an agenda, which is used to record classwork and homework daily for each class. A
regular homework/study period of 60-90 minutes should be expected each day for most students.

Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts – Required Coursework
At Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts, students experience a rigorous and engaging arts-infused
curriculum. Our specially designed 1:1 iPad Arts-Infused Program supports Communication, Collaboration,
Creativity, and Critical Thinking Skills through a series of extraordinary learning activities.

Seventh Grade:

Eighth Grade:

English Language Arts* &
History / Social Science* (Two Period Core Class)
Mathematics*
Science*
Physical Education**

English Language Arts*
History / Social Science
Mathematics*
Science
Physical Education**

* Honors / Program English Language Arts and Mathematics Placements are based upon iReady
Assessment Results and Placement Testing Results.
**Our Ladera Vista Physical Education Requirement may be fulfilled through P.E., Dance, or Weight
Training.
In addition, students who are working below grade level may be placed in an extra period of
Mathematics and/or Language Arts for further support in mastering essential skills, based upon
Assessment Results and Report Card Grades.

Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts – Electives
We offer so many wonderful electives for students to select from at Ladera Vista! Students may
select to be a part of our “Triple Threat Program” (Dance, Choir, and Theatre), participate in our
many Visual and Digital Arts Classes, be a part of our Instrumental Music Program, learn Spanish,
German, or French, or try a little bit of everything. This is your time to Explore! Learn! Achieve!
Listed below you will find detailed descriptions of our electives classes. Students are asked to select
six electives and to list them in the order of preference. You will be assigned two electives per
semester, and we always try our best to enroll you in your top choices.
Requirements and Prerequisites: Please note that some electives require a full year commitment while
others require a semester commitment. The course descriptions indicate if there are prerequisites for
each particular course.

LADERA VISTA COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS & HISTORY / SOCIAL SCIENCE – 7th GRADE
English Language Arts & History / Social Science - Grade 7
This two-period English Language Arts and History Social Science Common Core program utilizes a
variety of teaching strategies designed to support all students. Reading materials include novels, short
stories, poetry and nonfiction, many of which are aligned with the social studies curriculum. History
Social Science presents the geography and history of major cultures worldwide. Students study the
geographic, political, economic and religious structures of civilizations of Rome, China, Medieval
Europe, Japan, Africa, and the Renaissance in the Middle Ages. Students develop communication,
collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking skills in this arts-infused class, while making
meaningful connections in their learning.
Honors English Language Arts & History / Social Science - Grade 7
As described above, this is a two-period English Language Arts and History Social Science Common
Core program. Our Honors Program addresses student learning objectives and activities at a
heightened level of rigor. Please note that every effort will be made to support students not meeting
expected learning outcomes. However, students receiving a grade of D or F on their Report Card will
be placed in an alternative class.
Pre-AP English & Honors History Social Science – Grade 7
Students are selected for participation in this class based upon academic performance that is far above
grade level. Students participate in a two year advanced class explores literary themes and devices
and connections within and beyond text in classic literary selections. Students enrolled in both 7th and
8th Grades will have the opportunity to take the AP Literature Test at the conclusion of 8th Grade.
Language Arts Essentials
Specially designed for students working below grade level. Students in this class study and master
written and oral conventions, including sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and
spelling. Students also study word analysis as well as fluency and systematic vocabulary and concept
development. In addition, higher levels of reading comprehension are supported through a focus on
informational materials. This class is taken in place of one elective. Placement is based upon referral.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS - 8th GRADE
English Language Arts – Grade 8
Through the study of a variety of fiction and non-fiction text selections, students analyze and view
materials from a variety of sources and multiple perspectives. With an emphasis on oral and written
communication skills, students acquire and utilize general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; and demonstrate command of the language conventions. The emphasis is on communication,
collaboration, and critical thinking skills while approaching novels, short stories, and expository text.
Honors English Language Arts – Grade 8
As described above, student demonstrate mastery of Common Core ELA Standards with an increased
level of rigor and emphasis on challenging our highest-level learners. Please note that every effort
will be made to support students not meeting expected learning outcomes. However, students
receiving a grade of D or F on their Report Card will be placed in an alternative class.

Pre-AP English & Honors History Social Science – Grade 8
Students are selected for participation in this class based upon academic performance that is far above
grade level. Students participate in a two year advanced class explores literary themes and devices
and connections within and beyond text in classic literary selections. Students enrolled in both 7th and
8th Grades will have the opportunity to take the AP Literature Test at the conclusion of 8th Grade.
Academic Language Development
Students working below grade level study written and oral language conventions, including sentence
structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. Students also study word analysis as
well as fluency and systematic vocabulary and concept development. In addition, higher levels of
reading comprehension are supported through a focus on informational materials. This class is taken
in place of one elective. Placement is based upon referral.

HISTORY SOCIAL SCIENCE – 8th GRADE
History Social Science – Grade 8
In these two separate classes English Language Arts Common Core Standards are woven throughout
the teaching of American History. Students will use a multi-text approach to follow the development
of the United States economically, politically and socially. The course of study will begin with an
intensive review of major ideas, issues, and events preceding the founding of the nation. Students
will concentrate on the critical events of the period - from the framing of the Constitution through the
Age of Industrialization. Instruction will include specific areas such as map and graph interpretation,
critical thinking and skills, which develop written expression in this course. The emphasis is on high
levels of oral and written communication, collaboration, and
Honors History Social Science – Grade 8
As described above, these Honors / GATE Classes address English Language Arts and History Social
Science Standards, but at a heightened level of rigor. Specialized placement criteria apply. Please
note that every effort will be made to support students not meeting expected learning outcomes.
However, students receiving a grade of D or F on their Report Card will be placed in an alternative
class.

MATHEMATICS
At Ladera Vista, our Common Core Mathematics Classes are designed to be consistent with the goal
that all students will succeed in Algebra 1 as freshmen in High School. Students with demonstrated
ability will be enrolled in higher-level classes. Test results from the CSUF Algebra Readiness Test,
Benchmark Assessment Results, and teacher recommendation are used for initial placement, which is
reviewed in the fall through assessment to ensure correct placement. Movement between levels
during the school year is based on class performance and individual evaluations.

Mathematics - Grade 7
In Seventh Grade, the Common Core Mathematics curriculum is designed to include algebraic
expressions and integers, equations and inequalities, exponents, ratios, linear functions, proportions,
and probability. Students gain confidence as they approach concepts from multiple perspectives and
apply problem solving in real-life situations.
Honors Mathematics - Grade 7
This accelerated course of study includes 7th Grade Common Core Mathematics, with students
studying topics in greater depth and complexity. Students will also cover half of the 8th Grade
Common Core Standards. Please note that every effort will be made to support students not meeting
expected learning outcomes. However, students receiving a grade of D or F on their Report Card will
be placed in an alternative class.
Mathematics - Grade 8
This one-year course furthers and deepens the understanding of Common Core Algebraic Concepts.
Students will approach mathematic concepts from multiple perspectives, emphasizing on real-world
applications. Rigor and relevancy are supported through use of technology and individualized
programs.
Algebra - Grade 8
A one year course in Algebra designed to include, integers and rational numbers, equations and
inequalities, exponents, factoring, graphing, systems of equations and inequalities, rational and
irrational expressions. Students will study each topic in great depth. Teacher recommendation is
required for enrollment. This course prepares a student for enrollment in Geometry in high school.
Geometry - Grade 8
This advanced course emphasizes the study of the properties and applications of common geometric
figures in two and three dimensions. It includes the study of transformations and right triangle
trigonometry. Thinking skills are used in problem solving situations, and applications to the real
world are stressed. It also emphasizes writing proofs to solve (prove) properties of geometric
figures. Algebra Teacher recommendation is required for enrollment in this class.
Math Essentials:
This class is designed to support 7th and 8th grade students who are performing below grade level and
are in need of additional support to reach mastery of grade level skills in Mathematics. Students are
supported in pre-requisite skills through specialized instruction and individualized programs, with the
goal of gaining greater confidence and skill as a mathematician. Students are enrolled in this class
based upon teacher recommendation, and it takes the place of one elective.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH
Science at Ladera Vista provides an activity-based program for learning life and physical science.,
based upon recently adopted Next Generation Science Standards Each grade level stresses
investigative analysis to problem solving. The role science and technology plays in our lives is
introduced and emphasized through our 1:1 iPad Program. Qualitative and quantitative conclusions

are reached by practicing fundamental science procedures. Students record and track their scientific
learning in a specialized Science Journal.
Science - Grade 7
Science 7 is a required year-long course for all 7th grade students. The emphasis is on developing
science disciplinary core ideas, along with science and engineering practices and an understanding of
the themes that unify all science disciplines. Content areas of focus for the 2016-2017 school year
include: chemistry, cells & organisms, ecosystems and the application of science to solve problems
through engineering.
Science - Grade 8
Science 8 is a required year-long course for all 8th grade students. The emphasis is on developing
core science disciplinary core ideas, along with science and engineering practices and an
understanding of the themes that unify all science disciplines. Content areas of focus for the 20162017 school year include: chemistry, force and motion, waves, astronomy, human impacts on the
natural and built worlds, and the application of science to solve problems through engineering.
Honors Science – Grade 7 and 8
This course is designed for students who possess a keen interest and aptitude for science. Energy and
patterns of change are investigated using mathematics to enhance ideas. The expectation is that
students can take greater responsibilities for developing their own conceptual problem solving
methods. Please note that every effort will be made to support students not meeting expected learning
outcomes. However, students receiving a grade of D or F on their Report Card will be placed in an
alternative class. Enrollment in Honors Mathematics, Algebra, or Geometry is a prerequisite
requirement.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The Physical Education program at Ladera Vista is an integral part of our instructional program as we
promote the health and wellness of each student. Our programs fulfill all requirements of the law for
the State of California. All physical education classes are co-educational.
Physical Education – Grades 7 and 8
Physical Education includes a variety of sports and fitness experiences for students of all ability
levels, covering exercises, flag football, basketball, soccer, softball, track and field, field hokey,
volleyball and more. Physical fitness and health, combined with development of individual
coordination is stressed daily. Students participating in this class participate in State-required Fitness
Testing.
Dance I - Grades 7 & 8
In Dance I, the students learn to execute beginning jazz dance isolations, steps and combinations to
music. They also learn to demonstrate the relationship of movement to music (count, rhythm, tempo,
time signature, polyrhythms). The class also highlights different forms of dance (tap, lyrical, modern,
ballet) and includes some of the history of dance. California Fitness Testing is included.
Dance II - Grades 7 & 8
In Dance II, students build upon the Dance I content with the semester culminating in a Dance
Recital. California Fitness Testing is included. Please note: Students must audition and be accepted
in order to participate in this specialized class.

Dance III - Grades 7 & 8
In Dance III, students build upon prior skills and expertise with the semester culminating in a studentchoreographed production, in which students are responsible for the choreography and presentation
of a dance production concert. Audition and teacher approval is a prerequisite requirement. California
Fitness Testing is included. Please note: Students must audition and be accepted in order to
participate in this specialized class.
Strength Training - Grades 7 & 8
This course will help develop the three principles of fitness. These principles will include muscular
strength, muscular endurance and flexibility. Designed to be fun and active. California Fitness
Testing is included.

ELECTIVE OFFERINGS
In addition to our outstanding academic offerings at Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts, we
are proud to offer a wide variety of elective choices. You’ll find something for everyone, from
Culinary Arts to Ladera Vista Productions. Students are invited to “Chart Your Course! Explore!
Learn! Achieve!” Please note that the following expected elective offerings are based upon
enrollment and staffing. We ask that all students select six electives and list them in ranked order on
their enrollment sheet. Please note that prerequisites and/or auditions are noted in italics after elective
descriptions.

Culinary Arts Elective
Arts, Culture, Gastronomy! – Grades 7 & 8 (Two Consecutive Electives Periods, One Semester)
Students explore world cultures, artists, and art history, and use of the latest technology
to demonstrate their understanding of cultural connections to the arts and gastronomy. Students meet
for two consecutive periods per day, allowing for innovative experiences and in-depth study. This
new class offers unique opportunities for students to create artistic three-dimensional works based
upon the elements of design, while exploring cultural connections in the world of Culinary Arts.

Digital Arts Electives
Technology I - Grades 7 & 8 (One Semester)
Computer competency is the goal. This introductory course teaches students to use word-processing,
graphics, database, spreadsheet, e-mail with a focus internet citizenship. The focus is on using
computers as tools in completing class reports and projects. Students are provided with the
opportunity to pass the Fullerton Joint Union High School District tests in computer competency,
which are required for graduation from high school.
Technology II - Grades 7 & 8 (One Semester)
This is an extension of Computer 1 that delves deeper into the programs of Pages, Numbers, Keynote
and Internet/Email. In addition to these applications, it is also possible the basics of web design and
iWeb will be covered. Students must have shown mastery in Technology I in order to be approved for
this course as a prerequisite.

Computer Animation – (One or Two Semesters)
Students will create projects for a variety of purposes and audiences utilizing Anime Studio. This
advanced class will include a focus on the history of animation, with an emphasis on digital
animation. Projects created will be shared through our Ladera Vista School of the Arts Website and
Social Media Accounts and students will have an opportunity to enter projects in local and
nationwide contests.
Digital Design - Grades 7 & 8 (One or Two Semesters)
Students utilize the latest technology to create graphic works of art, while employing the elements of
design. Students create projects, which promote school productions, concerts, and events, and learn
about the field of digital design through this hand-on class. Apple Pencils, iPad Pros, and the
Procreate App are used to create unique works of art for a real world audience.
Publications - Grades 7 & 8 (One or Two Semesters)
Students in this class will be producing “Ladera Vista T.V.” our school wide news program. With a
focus on the basic elements of planning, shooting and editing video, students will use the latest
version of iMovie and work collaboratively in groups as they go through the pre-production,
production and post-production editing phases of video making, creating a product that will be aired
monthly to all students. Prerequisites: A 3.0 GPA or better. Submission of formal application and
advisor approval

Performing Arts Electives
(Please note: Attendance at all performances is a required component of all Performing Arts Classes)
Beginning Band - Grades 7 & 8 (Full Year Commitment)
This course is open to all students. No previous musical experience is required, although experience
on piano or other instruments, or voice experience can be helpful. This class includes note reading
and basic instrumental techniques on band instruments. Students are exposed to famous musicians
throughout history, along with contemporary music as well. Students may be placed in either
Intermediate or Advanced Band in the Second Semester based on individual improvement.
Intermediate Band - Grades 7 & 8 (Full Year Commitment)
This course is open to students who are definitely beyond the beginning stages of learning how to
play a musical instrument. Some Intermediate Band members have the opportunity to move to
Advanced Band in the spring semester if they show marked improvement. Director recommendation
is a prerequisite for this class.
Advanced Band - Grades 7 & 8 (Full Year Commitment)
This group of musicians is made up primarily of 8th grade students with some advanced 7th grade
students. The class focuses on more complex musicianship, with an emphasis on mastery of a variety

of musical styles. Students must be available to go on field trips for off campus performances. Some
after school rehearsals may be required. Director recommendation is a prerequisite for this class.
Jazz Band - Grades 7 & 8 (Second Semester)
This course is open to students who are beyond the beginning stages of learning how to play a
musical instrument and express a keen interest in learning to play Jazz Music. Students learn to play
and appreciate the many forms of Jazz music. Director recommendation is a prerequisite.
Guitar - Grades 7 & 8 (One Semester - May Be Repeated)
Mastering the Guitar is an innovative, exciting way to learn music. In this class students will learn a
variety of musical styles and techniques found in today's music. Students will learn notation and
tablature along with a vast array of guitar solo, duet and accompaniment styles. Guitars are available
for student use. Material is designed for students to work at their own pace, so this class is
appropriate for all levels beginning through advanced. Voluntary donations are accepted to offset the
costs of the class.
Choir I - Grades 7 & 8 (One Semester; May Be Repeated)
This is a one-semester class for 7th and 8th grade boys and girls with little or no previous singing
experience. Students will sing various styles of music from different cultures and different historical
periods. They will study all musical elements including music vocabulary, history and
theory. Students will compare and contrast musical works to apply their skills in aesthetic valuing
and artistic perception. They will perform a varied repertoire of music and begin to compose original
works. This is a performance-based class. Students will perform at the Winter Concert in December
and Spartan Sweets in the Spring. Voluntary donations are accepted to offset the costs of the class.
Choir II and Choir II Advanced Women’s - Grades 7 & 8 (Full Year Commitment)
This yearlong class is an auditioned group for experienced singers only (7th and 8th grade boys and
girls). Students are placed in one of two Advanced Choirs, Women’s Ensemble, or Mixed Vocal
Ensemble. Students apply their skills in aesthetic valuing and artistic perception and will compose
short pieces in various meters. They will perform a varied repertoire and will be evaluated for their
accuracy and expressive quality. Students are expected to participate in many events both on and off
campus over the course of the year. This may include Disneyland, Festivals and special District
events. Students will participate in the Winter Concert and Spartan Sweets. Voluntary donations are
accepted to offset the costs of the class. Audition and teacher approval is a prerequisite.
Theatre Arts I - Grades 7 & 8 (One or Two Semesters)
This course is an introduction to Theatre Arts. Students will participate in ensemble activities and do
work in mime and movement, improvisation, vocal variations, and characterization. Students will
also learn important Theatre Arts terminology that will be applied to monologues and scene work.
Theatre Arts II - Grade 8 (One or Two Semesters)
In Theater Arts II, we will build on the Theatre Arts I curriculum with more advanced activities in
mime and movement, improvisation, vocal variations, and characterization. Our big project is our
Performance Night. For this performance, the students will be working on scenes to perform for an
audience. Completion of Drama 1 or LV Production with a “B” or better and teacher
recommendation is a prerequisite.
Theatre Production (Ladera Vista Productions) - Grades 7 & 8 (Full Year Commitment)
Students will perform two full-length Broadway style musicals, one in the Fall and the other in the
Spring. Students participate in all aspects of production, including acting, singing, dance and various
aspects of technical theatre, such as stagecraft, lighting and sound. Strong musical and acting ability

is a plus, but is not a prerequisite. All students must have a desire to be a vital part of a production
and must work well as part of a team. This class includes required afternoon and some weekend and
evening rehearsals. Auditions and teacher approval is prerequisite.

Visual Arts Electives
Art I - Grades 7 & 8 (One Semester)
This beginning course serves as an introduction to two-dimensional art making practices. Art 1 is
designed to introduce the art elements and to develop the artistic skills of the students. Projects
include drawing and shading techniques, painting, and color exploration. Students will explore
various types of media. Visual vocabulary will be used in classroom discussion. Voluntary donations
are accepted to offset the costs of the class.
Art II - Grade 7 & 8 (One Semester)
Advanced art students will learn how to improve their drawing and painting skills. They will
experiment with different types of media and be expected to take a more independent and responsible
approach to exploring the elements and principles of art. Voluntary donations are accepted to offset
the costs of the class. Successful completion of Art 1 and teacher recommendation is a prerequisite.
Arts and Crafts - Grades 7 & 8 (One Semester)
This course serves as an introduction to three-dimensional art making practices. A wide range of
media is used in this course including, but not limited to, wire, cardboard, paper mache, tooling
metal, yarn printing ink, origami, and paint. Projects may include sculpture, assemblage, mask
making, coil basket weaving and printmaking. Voluntary donations are accepted to offset the costs of
the class.
Design - Grades 7 & 8 (One Semester)
In this art class the focus will be on communication and the design process. Students will become the
designer and will learn to combine symbols, images, letters, words, and color in their work. A variety
of design activities will communicate ideas and information including designing fonts, illumination,
and symbol, logo and poster design. A sketchbook will be used to work through the process from
thumbnail sketches, rough drafts to final production piece. Voluntary donations are accepted to
offset the costs of the class.
Ceramics , Advanced Ceramics – Grades 7 & 8 (One Semester)
Students in our new Ceramics Class will learn the basics of ceramics in this introductory course,
along with the rich history of ceramics throughout time. Beginning with basic projects, building to
slab construction and finally creating thrown pottery on the wheel, students will have the opportunity
to create beautiful works of art. Various types of clay and use of glazes will emphasize the chemistry
of color. Construction techniques and the business side of art production will be included in this
newly developed curriculum.
Mosaic Art, Advanced Mosaic Art – Grades 7 & 8 (One or Two Semesters)
The art of glass mosaic dates back to the earliest cultures. Students will explore the world of glass
mosaic from ancient day to present and will learn a variety of techniques related to the beautiful art
form. After completing an individual project, students will work collaboratively on projects designed

for installation on our school campus and throughout our community. One of our first projects will be
a beautiful piece for our local Saint Jude Hospital. Students will have the opportunity to meet with
representatives to learn about the vision and placement of the piece, create an initial design to present
to our “customers”, gain feedback through video-conferencing, make adjustments to their designs as
needed, and finally, create and install a beautiful work of art to be enjoyed by our entire community.

World Languages Electives
Speaking, listening, understanding, reading and writing are the communication skills emphasized in
learning a foreign language. The culture of the countries in which the target language is spoken will
be taught. Oral and written practices are stressed in individual and group assignments. Homework
assignments, from 20 to 30 minutes each, are assigned each school night. Upon completion of 1A and
1B, with a “B” or better average in the a foreign language, and with a recommendation from the
instructor, the student may qualify for advanced placement in the 2nd year class as a high school
freshman.
Spanish IA and Spanish IB (Two Years)
Learn about the language, culture and people of Spanish speaking countries. The emphasis of this
class is on mastery of conversational Spanish, as well as an increased ability to read and write in
Spanish.
French IA and French IB (Two Years)
Our new French Class offers students a wonderful opportunity to learn this beautiful language.
Students will be exposed to French Culture, Customs, and History through this fun and interesting
course while learning to speak conversational French.
German IA and German IB (Two Years)
Learn the language, learn about the culture, and learn about the people, customs, and geography of
Germany and other German speaking countries. This introductory course offers students a new
opportunity to speak a new language from a former resident of Germany!

School Community Electives
Ladera Vista ASB Leadership (Grade 8 – Year Long, Grade 7 - Second Semester + One Year)
Student leaders plan and coordinate school wide activities while developing leadership skills.
Students may choose to apply for an elected or appointed position. Qualified students should
complete an application for each semester. Application, references and teacher approval required as
a prerequisite.
Student Teacher’s Aide – Physical Education (Grade 8 - One Semester)
Students perform assigned tasks to assist the teachers. No grade is given for this class - pass/no pass
grading. Teacher approval required with 2.50 GPA and no N’s or U’s as a prerequisite.

Major Goals
for Your Junior High School Years
! Become actively aware of the larger world, ask significant and relevant questions about the
world and wrestle with big ideas and questions for which there may not be one right answer.
! Be able to think rationally and critically and express thoughts clearly.
!

! Read deeply to independently garner, assess, and interpret information from a variety of
sources and read avidly for enjoyment and lifelong learning.
!

! Use digital tools to explore, communicate, and collaborate with the world & learn from the
rich and varied resources available.
!

! Be a good steward of the earth and its resources and a wise and intelligent consumer of the
wide array of goods and services available.
!

! Understand and use major concepts, skills, and tolls of inquiry in the areas of health and
physical education, language arts, world languages, mathematics, natural and physical
sciences, and social sciences.
!

! Explore music, art, and careers and recognize their importance to personal growth and
learning.
!

! Develop your strengths, particular skills, talents, or interests and have an emerging
understanding of your potential contributions to society and to personal fulfillment.
!

! Recognize, articulate, and make responsible, ethical decisions concerning your own health
and wellness needs.
!

! Respect & value the diverse ways people look, speak, think, and act within the immediate
community and around the world.
!

! Develop interpersonal and social skills needed to learn, work, and play with others
harmoniously and confidently.
!

! Assume responsibility for your actions and be cognizant of and ready to accept obligations for
the welfare of others.
!

! Understand local, national, and global civic responsibilities and demonstrate active citizenship
through participation in endeavors that serve and benefit those larger communities.

