ART-EXCHANGE
P.S. ARTS
Wilson ES, Los Angeles
New American Pathways, Atlanta

THE CHALLENGE

This idea was born in one of the PD sessions held at P.S. Arts Office.
After listening to other art exchange experiences, TA Malena Fuentes decided to
find a partner with a connection to the current refugee crisis. Most of the students in
Lynwood are Latino and many have recently migrated to US. The exchange intended
to find things in common between students from various cultures who, from different
reasons, had to move or descent from people who had to leave their countries of origin.
Lora Cawelti, P.S. Supervisor, strongly supported the TA to follow this idea.
TA tries some contacts and finally finds New American Pathways, an organization
which provides refugees with the necessary tools to rebuild their lives and achieve
long-term success. Mary Kathryn Tippett,, Education and Youth Manager, showed great
interest and offered the contact of Daniella Bass, an after-school teacher of Second
and Third Graders group of refugees at a school in Atlanta.
Ms Apodaca, teacher at Wilson Elementary School, agreed enthusiastically to the artexchange.
Although the idea came up during the first rotation, due to schedule problems this
project had to wait until the last Visual Art Rotation. There were not many options to
fix the schedule.
The TA meets the teachers right when the rotation starts (10 weeks), so it is difficult to
know what teacher or period could be the right fit for the exchange. It would be better
to be able to arrange it with more time.
The number of students in both gorups was not equal so some Lynwood students
wrote 2 letters.
The works from Atlanta arrived nearly at the end of the rotation, so it was programmed
for the last session, an Informance day where the parents were invited. During this
process, some students from both schools moved.
War in Syria, the problem of the refugees and, on the other hand, the immigration
in the US and possible deportations were big topics in the news those days and
the students were very sensitive about it. To avoid arising too uncomfortable and
unsettling feelings, the discussion with the students in Lynwood was centered in the
Monarch Butterfly ant its needs, more than in personal or family situations.

THE PROCESS

LYNWOOD

Students from Lynwood and Atlanta exchanged by
post-mail a piece of not finished art work and a letter.
Once received the other school student’s artwork, artists
completed the piece as desired, and they kept it.
Students reflected about these ideas: WHAT IS HOME FOR
ME? WHAT DO WE NEED IN A HOME?
The activity is based in the Lesson “Butterfly in
Symmetry”, from the Visual Arts Curriculum of P.S. Arts
by Leah Padow. This course, all lessons in the curriculum
highlight the concepts of courage, refuge and protection.
Regarding aesthetics, students will identify art aspects of
line, color, symmetry and pattern.
DAY 1
Creation of a mixed-media butterfly inspired by Yayoi
Kusama’s work, using colored paper, oil pastels, and
acrylic paint. Students reviewed the concept of symmetry
as it affects the butterfly and other beings in the world.
They oberved the circles and dots in Kusama’s work and
used them in their work.
DAY 2
Writing of a letter to the pen-pals. Students discussed
who the students they were writing to were, where they
lived now, where they came from.
DAY 3
Creation of the background for the butterfly, using colored
paper, oil pastels, and tooth-picks. Students discussed the
book Migrant, by Maxine Trottier and Isabelle Arsenault,
and talked about the long distance Monarch butterflies
have to fly to find a safe place, what they would need
to make a home and what we human beings need to
consider a place a home.
Students glued the butterfly on the background and wrote
their names and their pen-pals’. TA collected the letters
and glued them on the back with the artist’s photograph.
Works flew to Atlanta...

LETTER TO SCHOOL

LYNWOOD

Los Angeles, 9th April, 2017

Dear Ms Bass and artists,
We are sending you the work we have been doing in art class. We were learning about
the artist Yayoi Kusama, symmetry and butterflies.
The butterfly Monarch flies thousands of miles looking for a safe place to live and we
are sending our butterflies to you, far from our school in California. We have drawn a
garden for the butterflies, their home. In some cases, the flowers are hard to see, but
they are there! Our 2nd Grade artists have left room for your own butterfly: we hope you
can create a beautiful butterfly, place it on that home and finish the piece!
We send as well letters from the artists, so you can know each other better.
Enjoy the art! And we are looking forward to receiving your art-works!

Mrs Donna Apodaca, Teacher, Wilson Elementary School
Ms Malena Fuentes, Teaching Artist, P.S. Arts
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Butterflies, by Yayoi Kusama, 1989.

FIRST ART WORKS
LYNWOOD

FIRST ART WORKS
LYNWOOD

PEN-PAL LETTERS
LYNWOOD

ARTISTS

LYNWOOD

ARTISTS

LYNWOOD

LETTER FROM SCHOOL
ATLANTA

P R O P O S E D WORK

THE I N S P I R A T I O N
ATLANTA

Sunflowers by Vincent van Gogh, 1888

LAST SESSION

LYNWOOD

Last session of Visual Arts was open to families. When
the students received the works and letters from Atlanta,
they read them with their parents or guardians and tried to
locate in a map their pen-pal’s country of origin.
Refugee students came from Rwanda, Bhutan, Nepal ,
Burma, Thailand, Irak, Iran, Afghanistan, Malaysia and Syria.
After the reading, students finished the work using oil
pastels. Some added flowers, flags, butterflies, and more
details in the background.
Before the end of the session, students reflected over these
questions:
-What is a refugee?
-What have we learned from the students in Atlanta?

We hope we will be able
to repeat this experience!

FINISHED WORK
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Some examples of the art-works from Atlanta, finished by Lynwood artists.
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THANKS,
ATLANTA
ARTISTS!

