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UME’S FIRST HOMECOMING!
“It was fun! I really liked the 90s theme.”
Jordan Griffin, 8th Grader
"I think Homecoming is a really fun idea.
I'm glad that they gave the school a homecoming, and I'm excited for when I get to go
to Homecoming." Garrett Jones, 5th Grader
This year, UME took the first step in building their homecoming traditions. The beginning of the celebrations started with a
pep rally on Friday, October 16. UME
cheerleaders helped pump up the students for the exciting weekend. The choir
also made their debut performance of the school year. Later that evening, UME
Prep had their first-ever high school homecoming dance. The dance, held at CFC,
had a 90s theme. Each student was able to bring one friend from another school.
“The entire weekend was better than we expected,” Eleventh Grader Hannah
Daniels said. “The dance was a blast!” The Junior High also got to join in on the
Homecoming fun with a party held in the Cube. The festivities continued on Saturday, the big game day! The flag football crowd anticipated the announcement
of the homecoming court as both the JV and Varsity teams fought hard against
teams from Advantage Academy Waxahachie and Advantage Academy Grand
Prairie. Go Eagles! - Written By Journalism Class

Junior High Teachers and
Students had fun at Homecoming
Party
UME’S INAUGURAL
HOMECOMING COURT
Juniors:
Kevin Chandlee
Grace Jeffries
Sophomores:
Ben Coleman
Jaqueline Labastida
Freshmen:
Elijah Henderson
Makinley Eddelmon
8th Grade:
Nathaniel Ogren
Sidney Paoli
7th Grade:
Jack Pulis
Lilly Fowler

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Upcoming Nov/Dec Events..... ..2
UME STEM Projects ............... ..2
Faculty Spotlight—Mrs. Shaw . ..3

Thank you Mrs. Pulis for spearheading this effort!

TREE OF THANKSGIVING—NOV. 9 & 10
The Tree of Thanksgiving has arrived in the lobby! Please consider blessing a classroom this Holiday Season by purchasing an item that a teacher specifically requested
just for his or her students. If you would like to help support our wonderful teachers,
please make an effort to go inside anytime during the next two weeks, look at the leaves
or the list and choose what you would like to donate. Then
write your name and email on the list, take the leaf with you
as a reminder, and bring the item(s) to the front counter on
Monday and Tuesday, Nov 9th and 10th. If the item is higher
priced, consider asking another family or two from your
child's class to go in together. As a reminder, these gifts will
serve as the teacher's Christmas gifts from the families, so
please give generously and consider this your Holiday blessing to the teachers. Thank you for showing your gratitude for
all that our teachers do each and every day for our children.

Educating Children, Strengthening Families, Changing Lives.
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UPCOMING NOVEMBER & DECEMBER EVENTS
October Dates:
30: Fall Festival—School Wide Event
(Canceled this year)
November Dates:
3:
PAC Meeting, 6:30pm
3&4: School Pictures by LifeTouch
5:
Board Meeting, 6pm
5:
Operation Christmas Child Kickoff
(Boxes due Nov. 16), Sponsored by SGA
6:
Dad’s Club, 7:25am
13:
Pep Rally during 7th – 11th Grade PE class, 1pm
13 & 14: Parent University (Postponed to Spring Time)
17:
Board Meeting, 6pm
19:
Chick-fil-a Day for UME Prep, Carrier Parkway
23-27: Thanksgiving Break – NO SCHOOL
Robotics Club: Nov. 6, 13, 20, Dec. 4, 2-4pm

December Dates:
1:
Townhall Meeting, K-6th Grades, 6:30-8:00pm
3:
Townhall Meeting, 7th-11th Grades, 6:30-8:00pm
4:
Faculty/Staff Christmas Party
5:
UME Robotics Teams Compete at Qualifier
8:
Fall Semester Concert –
Grades 5th – 8th /Art Gallery, 6:30-8:00pm
9&10: Kindergarten Winter Parties
11:
UME Uniform Re-Sale Shop
11:
Winter Parties (1st-4th; 5th-8th; 9th-11th)
11:
Fall Semester Concert –
Grades Kinder– 4th/Art Gallery, 6:30-8:00pm
12:
UME Hosts – FLL Robotics North Texas Qualifier
14-17: Final Exams (Non-Core 14-15; Core 16-17)
17:
Last Day of Classes
18:
Bad Weather Make Up Day (if needed)
21-January 8 – Winter Break (No School)
Classes resume on Monday, January 11, 2016!

“I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones
among you who will be really happy are those who will have sought and found
how to serve.” - Dr. Albert Schweitzer
STEM PROJECTS AT UME
NSA DAY OF
CYBER
OCT. 30
The National Security Agency
(NSA) is conducting educational seminars open to educators, parents, and students
titled “NSA Day of Cyber.”
What does a day in the life of
an NSA (National Security
Agency) cyber leader look
like? Students and parents can
find out through the NSA Day
of Cyber, a free, web-based
interactive experience. Sign
up here before Oct. 30 for this
national initiative designed to
raise the “national IQ” for
STEM and CyberScience
education paths.
www.nsadayofcyber.com
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During the month of October, Mr. Foster’s 5th
Grade STEM class was challenged to develop a
STEM initiative to improve or enhance livelihood, technology, and education. Fifth grade
scholars, Kennedy Summons and Julia Grace,
went beyond the classroom over the
past weekend and brought their project to life.
Kennedy and Julia took the initiative to sell bottles of water in which the proceeds were used to help fight against child hunger. The objective for this assignment was to learn more about the engineering
design process and about the roles that various engineering disciplines can
play in addressing the critical challenges facing our planet.
Prior to this assignment, Mr. Foster’s STEM scholars conducted research on the development of the Bullet Train being established by Texas Central Railway. Recently,
our STEM scholars were honored to have a representative from Texas Central Railway, Rebecca Cowle, as a guest speaker who shared the development stages of the
bullet train that will go from Dallas to Houston in 90 minutes. Ms. Cowle shared
with our scholars about how Science, Technology,
Engineering & Mathematics plays an essential
role in the engineering design process. Also, she
spoke with the scholars about the essence of team
dynamics.
Overall, our scholars were delighted to
have Ms. Cowle as a guest speaker and they conducted themselves with true character.
Thank you, Mr. Foster, for providing this opportunity for our scholars!

Some Reasons
Why We Love
Mrs. Shaw
Quotes compiled by
Hannah Daniels, 11th
Grader
"She always has a smile on
her face, is prepared, and is
a great teammate." -Mrs.
Barget, 2nd Grade Teacher

Kaydi Shaw—2nd Grade ELA/Social Studies Teacher

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
Interview by: Grace Jeffries, 11th Grade Scholar
Tell us about your family.
I met my husband, Joshua, at my home church, Inglewood Baptist, and we got
married nine years ago. I have three sons: my stepson Justin, who is thirteen; my
son Logan, who is in fourth grade at UME; and my youngest, Lucas, who is in
kindergarten at UME.
What are some hobbies or interests you have outside of school?
I love to read, and I am currently in a book club. In my book club, we are reading
Krissi Dallas’ first book in the Phantom Island series. I am a volunteer in the
student and children’s ministries at my church, and I am on the women’s ministry team. I also love playing with my boys, making crafts, and watching Alabama
football. “ROLL TIDE!”
How did you become a teacher and how long have you been at UME?
I knew on the first day that I went to kindergarten that I wanted to be a teacher.
Being a teacher is what I have always wanted to do, and I feel like that’s who God
created me to be. I have been at UME for four years, and I am one of the original
teachers. I love UME, and I couldn’t imagine being anywhere else.
What do you love about UME Prep?
I love that I have been able to have many of the same kids every year, so I have
been able to build relationships with families. I love the schedule, and that as a
parent, I can also be involved with my boys’ education.
Do you have a favorite quote or words of wisdom you would like to
share?
My favorite Bible verse is Proverbs 13:20: “He who walks with the wise men shall
be wise, but a companion of fools will be destroyed.”
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go?
I would go somewhere quiet and peaceful with my family because sometimes I
have to get away from the busyness of life.

“She is a breath of fresh
air on campus! Her heartbeat is for students, and she
does whatever it takes to
educate them with love,
character, and devotion!" Mrs. Dallas, 7th and 8th
Grade Teacher
"She is nice and a great
teacher." -Shelia Hubbard,
2nd Grader
"She makes learning fun."
-John Horton, 2nd Grader

Upcoming Birthdays
October:
Mrs. Nancy Cowan (30)
November:
Mr. Anthony Hunt (3)
Ms. Sandra Craft (4)
Mrs. Phyllis Lau (4)
Mr. Brent Davidson (7)
Mrs. Christina Bock (12)
Mr. Tommy Stallard (26)
Mrs. Ginger Stafford (29)
December:
Mrs. Ronda Standard (12)
Mr. Susannah Kelly (13)
Mr. Freddie Spencer (13)
Mrs. Kim Sanford (22)
Mrs. Jennifer Brandon (23)
Mr. Edwin Shafer (30)
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PARENT EQUIPPING SPOTLIGHT
by Tim Foxsmith, PAC Representative & UME Parent

Parent Equipping Events are great
opportunities to have fun, connect
with other parents, share ideas, and
resources.

Ever have difficulty motivating your children with their homework?
You’re not alone! This was one of the topics discussed at October’s Parent Snack and Chat and here are some suggestions offered by UME parents:
1) For the child who has difficulty focusing for prolonged periods of time, consider
setting up a timer for a duration such as 10 or 15 minutes. When the timer goes
off, they have 2-5 minutes to do whatever they need to re-energize themselves
before continuing on with their homework.
2)

For other children, a cutoff time (such as 5 or 6pm) for homework can provide
them with “an end in sight” goal to motivate them to finish.

What about those situations where you find your child in a difficult situation with their peers? This was one of the topics discussed at October’s
Dads and Donuts and here are some tips offered by UME Dads:
1) Don’t be afraid to bring your concerns to the teacher, so that you can collaborate
on the best possible solution for all parties involved.
Nov 19th is
Chick-Fil-A Day!
Carrier Pkwy
Location

2) It’s important to remember, however, that we have difficult peer situations even
as adults. Thus, it’s important to also consider how we can provide our children with
conflict resolution strategies modified to their level from those we learn from in our
workplace. This can enable them to successfully navigate difficult situations with
others now and throughout their lives.
Don’t forget to come on out to the Parent Snack and Chat and the Dads and Donuts
events where you too can become a part of the discussion! Snack and Chats will resume in the Spring. The next Dads and Donuts event will be on Friday, November 6.

GOING BEYOND “GOOD”: LIVING INTENTIONALLY
by Teri Caldwell, UME Parent
“How was your day?” This is a habitual question that we ask our kids.
And their habitual answer is, “Good.” Do you let the conversation end
there?

UPDATE ON
PORTABLES

Try following up with the following questions:
“What made it good?”
“What did you DO to make it good?”
“How did you contribute to making it good for someone else?”
“What was your favorite moment today?”
“What was your biggest challenge?”
Personally, I also prep my kids for the day every morning. I ask, “What
kind of day are you going to have?” Again, their first answer is,
“Good.” So I follow up with:
“What will you do to make it good?”
“What are you looking forward to today?”
“What do you think your challenges will be?”
And then I challenge them:
Intentionally be kind to 3 new people today.
Greet 3 people that you don’t know very well with a smile and a kind word.
Say “good morning” to 3 adults.
These simple conversation-extenders keep the communication to our kids’ hearts
open and help them to not just go through their day on auto-pilot. It lays the
foundation for them (and us) to live intentionally.

We are excited about our new
portables! As soon as the Fire
Marshall approves and the CO
are received, the following
groups will be moving into
them:
 3rd/4th Grade Classes
 5th-11th Art classes
 PE Changing Room
 Robotics Club
 Admin Offices

Upcoming Volunteer/
Donation Needs

TOWNHALL MEETING—DEC. 1 & 3, 6:30-8:00PM
UME Prep administration and the Parent Affairs Committee (PAC) will
host the following two townhall meetings:


Tuesday, December 1: Kinder - 6th grade



Thursday, December 3: 7th - 11th Grade

Purpose of Townhall Meetings: The purpose of these meetings is to
open lines of communication between school administration and parents. Please feel free to submit questions and inquiries to us via the
UME Prep Townhall Questionnaire by Thursday, November 12. This will
allow the PAC and UME admin to process and prioritize the questions.
The PAC will facilitate the Townhall process and read your questions
regarding curriculum, operations, and school-family communication.



Thanksgiving Tree
Donations for teachers



Talk with your business
organizations about donating to UME Prep programs
before December 31st. Go
to our Support our School
webpage to give.



See next Eagle Update for
how to help with Winter
Parties, etc.

“The most influential of all educational factors is
the conversation in a child’s home.”
~William Temple~
THANK YOU HOMECOMING PARENTS & FACULTY!
by Hannah Daniels, 11th Grader
All of the homecoming festivities would not have been possible without
the help of our awesome moms. They worked so hard in making all the
beautiful mums for the student body and fun decorations in the Cube and
CFC. We want to make a special shout out to Leah Jeffries for taking on
this enormous project and
thank the other moms Shelley
Baldwin, Jan Barker, Karen
Boring, Kristyl Burkey, Holly
Daniels, Brandy Low, Laura
Pulis, Suzanne Tatro, and
many more for their help. We
are very thankful that we have
amazing volunteers. We appreciate their contribution and
all that they did to make our
first homecoming a success.
The UME community wants to additionally thank all of the parents who
helped out with the dance and parties which included: Thelma and Jaime
Andrade, Shelley Baldwin, Dani, Jan, and Dewain Barker, Cathey & Bryan
Burgess, Tracy Hinton, Denise McConnell, Tammy Moore, Brandy Pelkie,
Laura Pulis, and Maureen Williams. Thank you “DJ Dallas” and “DJ Davidson” and all the teachers and staff who came out to make this a fun
event for our scholars!

STUDENT CLUB
INFORMATION
Student Gov. Association
SGA Sponsor:
Annette Wallace
Meetings:
Typically every other week
on T/Th during lunch
Contact:
Annette.Wallace@umeprep.org

National Honor Society
NHS Sponsor:
Edwin Shafer
Meetings:
First Tuesday of each
month
Contact:
Edwin.Shafer@umeprep.org
Fellowship of Christian
Athletes
FCA Sponsor:
Anthony Hunt
Meetings:
Every other Thursday
(Nov. 5 is next)
Contact:
Anthony.Hunt@umeprep.org
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ATHLETICS & PE UPDATE
Check the school’s website, on the front page, for
upcoming athletic games/events. Also, check the
calendar for future games/events.
Ongoing Athletics Fundraiser: Homemade
Cookie & Brownie Friday’s for $1 in the school
lobby. If you would like to become a baker on our
list, email me at Todd.Ignatz@umeprep.org.

Don’t Let the Flu Get You…

Coach Todd Ignatz

UME Athletics Booster Club: For information about the next meeting email
Todd.Ignatz@umeprep.org. Members can join for $25.

-Wash your hands, thoroughly, and often!

JH & Varsity Basketball Try-outs: October 26 & 28; first practices October
30.

-Cover your cough

Basketball Coaches: Varsity Girls -Leigh Ann Eddlemon, JH Girls -Andrea
Davidson, Varsity Boys - Kevin Barker, JH Boys - Ward Griffin.

-Disinfect “Hot Spots” in
your home
-Get your flu shot
-Check your child daily for
signs of illness
-From Nurse Brandon

Cross-Country News: Congratulations to both Varsity Teams who competed
in the TCSAAL State Championship Meet on October 10th at Hutto Lake. Team
members included (Girls) Cierra Guererro, Reagan Barget, Analisa Burkey,
Lanie Overman, Sarah Cole, Melanie Wynne, and Makinley Eddlemon. (Boys)
Michael Rustine, Ian Reese, Andrew McConnell, Ethan Garrett, Stephen
McConnell, and James Coulter. The TCAF State Championship Meet will be
held on October 31st at Canyon West Golf Course in Weatherford. Good Luck!
Great Season Volleyball & Flag Football Teams. All four teams qualified
for TCSAAL Regional Play-offs!
PE Class: Students have moved into an 8-week training and playing unit of
volleyball and flag football.

COACH’S HIGHLIGHT: BRENT DAVIDSON
K thru 9th PE, 10th-11th Athletics, 7th Technology, Athletics Coordinator, and Facilities & Events Management.
Coach Davidson has coached a number of UME teams over
the years including JH & JV flag football assistant and head
JH boys’ basketball. In 2013-14 his team won the regular
season district title. Coach Davidson currently headcoaches the boys’ Cross-Country team. Last year his JV
team won a State Championship in TCSAAL. He also is the
varsity volleyball and golf head coach, JH and varsity track
& field assistant, and baseball assistant. There is no doubt
that Coach Davidson has been instrumental in developing
and growing our athletics programs. Thank you for your
faithfulness and commitment Coach Davidson!
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FREE DRESS ATTENDANCE DAYS IN NOVEMBER
Free Dress Attendance Days: Congratulations, UME Prep scholars,
you had a 97.7% attendance for the month of October. When UME Prep
students maintain a 97% or higher attendance rate in all grade levels for a
four week period, they will be allowed Free Dress days for the following
dates in November, so the following applies during the week of Nov. 1620. Please use this privilege responsibly, so we can do this in the future.
We have revised our Attendance Days to include all students and to last for
one week instead of one month. Students will be expected to diligently
follow the dress code during the rest of the month for this privilege to continue. Enjoy!
Free Dress Days Summary
K - 11

Students may wear jeans; any Academy approved
uniform shirt or spirit wear. (9th-11th may additionally wear college apparel)

Day(s)
Nov.
16-20

Character Trait of the Month: Self-Control:


Am I keeping my hands to myself, controlling my mouth, following rules?



Am I guarding what I am seeing and listening to knowing that
my thoughts lead to actions?

CHARACTER
TRAITS FOR THE
YEAR
September: Kindness
October: Courage
November: Self-Control
December: Forgiveness
January: Respect
February: Diligence
March: Loyalty
April: Honesty

RING OF HONOR FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER
Elementary – Bella Ransom, 2nd Grader
Bella is a very polite and grateful child. She always says thank you when someone does something for her. Gratitude is an exemplary trait for all UME Eagles.
Secondary – Jaylin Whiting, 6th Grader
Jaylin exemplifies everything a UME scholar should be. She completes her work
with excellence and participates respectfully in class. She is helpful and shows
great Work Ethic.
Staff – Anita Thompson, Director of Office Management & HR
Mrs. Thompson has invested a great deal of time and effort in making our transition into Skyward as smooth as possible. The school would not function and no
one would get paid without her hard work!
Elementary – Laura Chambilla, 1st Grader
Laura is such a hard worker. She is also kind and sets a great example to other
students on what it means to have good character.
Secondary – Benedict Nguyen, 6th Grader
Ben is always pleasant, polite and respectful to others. He is engaged and enthusiastic in class. He is diligent and not afraid of a challenge.
Staff – Karlie Gayoso, 5th-6th Grade ELA & History Teacher
Mrs. Gayoso loves her scholars and strives daily to make her classes interesting
and challenging. She is consistent and kind. She always wears a smile.

Mrs. Garza's baby girl is due
Christmas week. We'd like
to celebrate with her by
showering her with gift
cards and a money
tree. We'll have cake and a
gift display on Friday, November 13 at 11:30. Feel
free to drop gift items off to
Mrs. Appel at the Front
Desk any time between now
and then.
Congratulations,
Mr. and Mrs. Garza!

HOMEWORK FRAMEWORK
UME Prep Family, as we have added electives and foreign language offerings to our students,
we have needed to provide additional guidance and parameters for our foreign language,
electives, and CTE (Career and Technology Education) classes. We have kept the “Total”
amounts the same as was communicated to our families at the beginning of the year. As of
this past week, we have simply adjusted and more specifically defined the amount of homework per week a class should be giving. Please use this framework as a tool for discussion
with your teachers if it unreasonably varies. Please also see our Student Handbook for further info on this framework and for insight into the 150% rule. Thank you.
Framework for Estimated Average Hours of Homework Per Week:
English
Kindergarten

Math

Science

History

For. Lang.

CTE/
Electives

Total

No more than 3 hours per week (in addition to reading to your child)

3

1st Grade

2*

2

1

1

1 (.5 each)

7

2nd Grade

2*

2

1

1

1 (.5 each)

7

3rd Grade

3*

3

1

1

1 (.5 each)

9

4th Grade

3*

3

1

1

1 (.5 each)

9

5th Grade

3*

3

2

1

1 (.5 each)**

10

6th Grade

3.5*

3

2

1.5

1 (.5 each)**

11

7th Grade

4*

3

2

2

1.5

.5***

13

8th Grade
9th-12th
Grade

4

3

2

2

1.5

.5***

13

3

3

3

2.5

2

1.5 (.5 each)
****

15

* Homework is to be divided as evenly as possible between Reading and Writing (Composition)
**Of the 5 electives, STEM/Music will get 30 min per week
***Of the 5 electives, Journalism/Logic will get 30 min per week
****Each HS elective gets 30 minutes each
UME Preparatory
Academy
3838 Spur 408
Dallas, Texas 75236
Phone: (214) 445-6243
Fax: (972) 709-7951
E-mail:
development@umeprep.org

UME Prep Mission Statement
UME Preparatory Academy exists to produce college- and work-ready graduates who have
a strong work ethic, firm grounding in core academic content, and major academic and vocational skills, and to offer parents, as their child’s first and best teachers, time and training
so that they will have enhanced opportunities to strengthen their families as they exercise
greater influence over the spiritual, intellectual, and emotional growth of their children.

UME Prep is developing the leading school-family partnership program
committed to producing character-driven, academically prepared, 21st century
student leaders. Thank you for partnering with us!

The UME Prep Eagle Update is a monthly publication of UME Preparatory Academy. Contact Information: development@umeprep.org. Mike Spurlock, Superintendent; Kayla Smith, Principal; Anthony Hunt, Asst. Principal;
Editors: Brance Barker, Ed.D., Dean of Parent Programs and New School Development, Christina Bock, Child Nutrition Director and Program Compliance Coordinator.

