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4th Annual ALUMNI APPRECIATION WEEK
January 7-10, 2009

January 7-9th: Student led tours of
the school.
January 8th: Alumni Chapel, 10:45.
Speaker: Aaron Lewis class of 1995.
All Alumni will be recognized and introduced to the student body.
January 9th: PCH vs. Knappa at
Warner Pacific Gym. The JV girls tip
off at 3:00 pm followed by the boys at
4:30. The State Championship, Women’s Team tips off at 6:00 pm followed
by the 2008 State Championship Men
at 7:30pm. Admission is free to all
PCH Alumni and immediate family
members. Alumni will receive a laminated pass good for the remainder of

the regular PCH sports season upon
signing in at the door.
January 10th: ALUMNI BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT. Gym doors
open at 8:30 am for teams to warm
up. Games begin at 9:30am. Aaron
Lewis, AD, class of 1995 will oversee the Annual Alumni Basketball
Tournament. Of the two teams in the
2008 tournament, the “more seasoned
Alumni” kept up with the “new kids”
winning by one point. Following the
games, a wonderful luncheon, free of
charge to all, will be served in the cafeteria by Rich (81) and Patti Bunnell
(83) Stenhouse.

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THIS GREAT EVENT!
PLAN NOW TO ATTEND!

R e a c h - o u t ,

• Welcome New Faculty
• BOB and THERA BARBER
VISIT PORTLAND CHRISTIAN

• A MOTHER’S TESTIMONY
of God’S GRACE

Dear PCS Alumni and Friends,

Portland Christian is in the process
of updating our school website. When
this is completed, we will also have the
capability to not only put up current
information, which is done at the present time, but we will be able to add
pictures of reunions and other past
alumni events.

• off to a great start

• News From Alumni

A Letter to Our REALS Readers
The Alumni Board has made the following changes to the REALS publication schedule due to the timing and
reporting of various annual events.
The REALS will now be sent to our
readers as follows: winter-January,
spring-April, summer-July and fallOctober. We do encourage you to visit
the school website and click Alumni on
the side bar to read current and back
issues of the magazine. As soon as the
REALS goes to press, it is placed online. The next issue of the REALS will
be in the mail the end of January.

In This Edition:

• News from Our Missionaries

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that the
REALS is supported by the gifts of
you, our readers. We have included a
donation form on page 28 of this issue
for your convenience.

• REUNIONS, Reconnections, Restorations

And finally we want to take this opportunity to wish each and everyone a...

DON’T FORGET to
PRAY for the

Happy Thanksgiving,
Blessed Christmas
and a
Joy-filled New Year.

MOSES PLAN!

All because of His Great Love,
–The PCS Alumni Board

E n c o u r a g e

A n d

L o v e

/

S u p p o r t

A Letter from the Alumni President

PHCS

ALUMNI
calendar
September
8. Alumni Board Meeting, 7pm
20. Class of 1983 Reunion,
McMenamins Kennedy School
27. Class of 1958 FIFTY YEAR
REUNION, The Old Country
Kitchen
27. Class of 1968 FORTY
YEAR REUNION, Portland
Christian High School
October
3. Alumni Homecoming
Reception/Game at the High
School
6. Alumni Board Meeting, 7pm
November
3. Alumni Board Meeting, 7pm
27. Happy Thanksgiving! God
is so Good.
December
1. Alumni Board Meeting and
Annual Christmas Dinner, at
7pm. Alumni will send cards
to missionaries, members in
the armed forces, those who
are ill and cards of thanks to
our donors.
25. Have a Blessed Christmas!
January
1. Happy New Year!
4. Alumni Board Meeting, 7pm
7-10. ALUMNI APPRECIATION WEEK See Page 1 for
details.
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Scene: Six, Take: One

2 REALS

I

f current indicators are
a prediction of
things to come,
Portland Christian Schools is in
for an unbelievable future. This
was made very clear as we gathered
at the PCES Library for the Annual
Alumni Board/Advisory Meeting on
August 4, 2008. Superintendent Bill
Gibbons spoke to us about his vision
for the future of the school. Introducing the MOSES PLAN, a plan for
the future growth and development
of Portland Christian Schools, each
one of us sat in awe as we listened
to the heart of a man totally committed to Christian education. Bill
shared his earnest desire to remain
true to the vision for a Christian
school, a vision that coalesced in
the forties by such men as Mr.
Corkum, Mr. Atkinson and others.
I might add that Mr. Gibbons was
also touched by the presence of the
daughters of both these men; Evvie
Corkum Boys 1953 and Evogene
Atkinson Stephens 1954 who serve
on the PCH Alumni Association Advisory Board.

T

here is so much I could share
from my heart about that Annual meeting, a meeting of Alumni
held at a turning point in the history of Portland Christian Schools.
I believe the Lord is moving in the
hearts of the administration and
staff at Portland Christian because
of the vision of the leadership at the
top to carry out plans for our future
growth and development. I am
thrilled such people as Director of
Development Annette Ayers Johnson 1982 and Director of Alumni
Affairs, Jeanne Lampi, who has
been around since 1966, have the
same vision and perspective as Bill
Gibbons and are enthusiastically
supporting and working together
with him.

Y

ou will be hearing more about
the MOSES PLAN. Meanwhile,
please be in prayer for the Board
and administration as they begin
the various stages of moving this
PLAN forward. PRAY FOR THE MOSES PLAN.
–Ernie Beckett 1953
Alumni Association President

CORRECTION TO THE SUMMER, 2008 REALS...
In the section under Weddings on page 15, it was incorrectly reported that
Meagan Burch, 2005, married Cleodoro Flores on June 14, 2005. It should
have read, Eleodoro Manuel Flores on June 14, 2008. Meagan’s wedding
pictures appear in this edition of the REALS. We apologize to the Burch
family and especially to Meagan for this error.
We also apologize to John Van Lierop, Carolyn Tunnison, and Amber Will
for inadvertently leaving their ads out of the REALS.
Thank you for catching these errors and thank you to anyone who finds a
correction needing to be made in the Magazine. The editor humbly accepts
and makes all needed corrections.

ALUMNI Officers and Board
• President:
Ernie Beckett (53)
• Vice President/Historian:
Les Busby
• Secretary:
Donna Bowling (68)
• Treasurer:
Jeanne Lampi
• Database Manager:
Tim Downing (89)
• Faculty Liaison:

Daniel Burnett (99)
• Parent/Booster Club
Liaison: Alan Svehaug
• Director of Development:
Annette Ayers Johnson (82)
• Director of Alumni Relations: Jeanne Lampi
• Board Members at Large:
Mike and Karon Stoller
Trommlitz (57)

Donna Mckinney Root (68)
Maril Fitzgerald (72)
John Larson (73)
Grant Lawrence (77)
Peter Busby (81)
Heidi Logan Hval (87)
Tara Nasmythe (89)
Ashley Fenison Ainley (03)
Sarah Walkky (05)

A Call to Prayer

F

or years, Portland Christian’s
teachers and staff have been
faithful prayer warriors. I recently
had the privilege of hearing Bob
Barber, the PCS Choir Director
for many, many years at Portland
Christian share his story of how
God provided PCS with the San
Rafael Campus in 1981. As we sat
in the choir room that day, Mr.
Barber told me how he walked
around the school building praying, praying that God’s
will be done with this campus. (I was reminded of the
Israelites marching around Jericho.) God expanded
PCS’s boundaries because of praying people, such as
Bob Barber.
Nearly 28 years later and still God is answering
PRAYERS. Today, Portland Christian is a leader in educating children in the Portland/Vancouver Metro-plex.
We have outstanding academic standards, and children
at all levels are “successful learners”. Our holistic curriculum, and dedicated faculty are producing graduates
with both hard and soft skills, ready for college and
beyond as they prepare to follow the Lord’s calling.
As I have shared with you previously, God has brought
to our threshold, through much PRAYER, a superintendent who believes in the power of PRAYING and pulling
up his sleeves and getting to work. He is a visionary

who believes that people of PRAYER move mountains
and that we, through prayer can do more for the kingdom of heaven than we can think or imagine. God’s
word says, “if My people, who are called by my name,
will humble themselves and PRAY… I will hear from
heaven… and heal their land.” (II Corinthians 7:14)
My fellow Alumni, know this: God has given a new direction to Portland Christian Schools– we’re going to get
some things done!! Our board and administration have
locked arms and in one accord have begun to pray --to build, stabilize, and foundationally secure Portland
Christian schools for the next 50 years. I challenge our
Portland Christian family to pray for our school with a
renewed intensity and urgency. We need to surrender
our will and ask God to bless this school in a new and
refreshing way.
Our Superintendent and Board of Trustees will soon
be unveiling the most progressive plan ever proposed by Portland Christian Schools. Called The
MOSES PLAN, each one of us will be called to prayer
on behalf of this great work God has called into being. When we pray and humble ourselves before our
Almighty God, and expect great things from Him,
we shall not be disappointed.
–Annette Ayers Johnson, 1982
Director of Development

From the Desk of the Superintendent

G

od’s Spirit is moving in a very
positive way throughout Portland Christian Schools. We have
new leadership, new faculty members, new board members, new
purpose, new strength, new vision,
new future and a new focus on:
• Spiritual Renewal
• Financial Integrity
• Educational Excellence
The Lord wants all of us, alumni,
parents, faculty, students, and
friends of PC to join together, lock arms and pray for the

greatest adventure in the history of Portland Christian
Schools: “The Moses Plan”
We will unveil “The Moses Plan” in the near future
and until then we are asking each of you to diligently
pray for the Plan. As Ephesians 3:20 tells us; “Now to
him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to the power that is at work
within us”, let us step out in faith to advance God’s
Kingdom at Portland Christian Schools
In His Service,
Bill Gibbons
Superintendent
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NEWS FROM PCS
Portland Christian Schools,
K-12 got off to a great start this year.

B

ill Gibbons, Superintendent,
praised the staff and student
body for a wonderful opening day
of school. “There was a great spirit
among the students. I was very
pleased with everyone I talked to.
Attitudes were positive everywhere I
went. I’ve never seen such polite and
responsive young people. It is such a
pleasure to walk the halls and meet
the kids.”

Bill Buck, PCES Principal, praised
the staff for the smooth opening
day. “Everyone was well prepared
and excited to be back on board.
We welcome Tom West (1971) back
on staff after a few years absence,
and we welcome Angela MacLardy
Kinsel (1990) as our new fourth
grade teacher. It is gratifying to
see our PCH Alumni rejoining our
school family, not only as parents,
but as teachers and support staff
as well. It shows high regard
for our school, commitment to
Christian Education and lends
stability to our staff.”

a new principal, but the transition
has gone smoothly. Everyone has
gotten down to business and is well
prepared for the year ahead.”
Dana Larson, PC Middle/High
School Principal, said, “School has
gotten off to a great start. Classes,
athletic practices and events are all
going well. It looks like this will be
another banner year for the school.”

Tamara Hoffman Anderson
(1986), Middle/High School
Vice Principal, said, “Everything is going amazingly well
at this campus. Change can
be difficult, especially with

Did you know… Portland Christian is reestablishing
our Planned Giving program?
Please prayerfully consider including Portland Christian
Schools in your estate planning. A present or deferred gift
allows those who cherish and value the tradition of Portland Christian Schools to contribute to the establishment
of a strong and prosperous school. It would also provide
significant benefits to you and your family. Making such
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a commitment will allow you to leave a lasting legacy
that will benefit Portland Christian for years to come.
If you have further questions please call Annette Johnson at 503-256-3961 or Gary Akiyama (Akiyama Financial Services) at 360-828-3766.

The AD Writes from the Bleachers
Portland Christian Schools Welcomes
our new AD, Aaron Lewis, class of
1995. Aaron and wife, Anna, (96)
have 4 children and are pretty excited to be a part of the PCS Staff.

T

he outlook
for Portland Christian
athletics is
very bright as
momentum
from the last
couple of years
is continuing into this
school year.
Even though last year’s teams
graduated key players, all four of
our fall sports teams have started
the year with positive records while
tackling ambitious, non-league
competition. Throughout the year,
Portland Christian will be defending

league championships in an impressive, seven different sports. PC will
also be defending four State Championships. The Royals will always
continue to strive for athletic excellence, while never forgetting the One
for whom we are playing.
In addition to our athletic programs
getting off to a great start, the
school year is also going well in the
Physical Ed. Department. The old
green gym has been transformed
into a huge and beautiful new
weight training facility. Miss Jennifer Pinkham is enjoying the expansion of the Art Department into the
old weight room, which has been
transformed with new and modern
drawing tables and cabinets.
Another much needed and welcome
improvement is the complete renovation of the boy’s locker room. Open

and spacious, the new purple lockers and shiny floors, have opened up
and enlarged the entire area. Our
Alumni and friends are invited to
come and see the changes that have
been made over the summer. I can
usually be found in my office in the
gym area and the welcome mat is
always out.
I believe the Lord has called me to
Portland Christian to have a positive
influence on student athletics and
to support and serve the coaches so
they can affect players for His glory.
I also believe it is my job is to reconnect Portland Christian with other
alumni such as myself. If anyone
has ideas for the Athletic Department and the Alumni Association
to reconnect Alumni to PCH, please
e-mail me at aaron.lewis@pcschools.
org. I am humbled and blessed to be
working at Portland Christian.

Portland Christian Schools Welcomes New ISP
Director Sheila Tretter
Sheila Tretter joined the
staff of Portland Christian
Schools in July
of this year.
Coming to us
with years of
experience in
the international education and business communities, she
immediately set about learning the
history and proceedings of the work
Portland Christian Schools is doing with students from all over the
globe. She lost no time talking to
sending agencies, contacting schools
overseas and meeting with agents
here in Portland.

with them to learn about their roles
and responsibilities. As she said,
“I want no surprises when school
begins. We need to hit the floors
running full speed ahead.” She did
“run into one small bump in the
road” when a last minute change in
personnel had to be made. Being the
“in charge” lady that she is, however, Sheila took it in stride, rearranged existing faculty, and hired
KC Stewart, a former student from
the class of 1987. “What a fit! The
Lord’s provision is so amazing.” The
ISP team now complete with Laurel
Tolleson, KC Stewart, Kathy Nyone,
and Becky Coulson, 45 students
from Korea, Japan, Vietnam, China,
Taiwan, Russia and Spain, began
classes on September 2nd.

After acquainting herself as thoroughly as possible with the work,
she set about evaluating each of the
ISP teacher specialists and visiting

“Our ISP students are eagerly looking forward to all the activities
planned for them this year”, said
Sheila. “Last year the International

Float took first place at the 2007
Homecoming and the students
are already making plans to make
this year’s float bigger and better
than last.” A new program called
FAB (Friends Across Borders) will
be launched to provide events to
integrate ISP students with those
who come from local communities.
In addition to the monthly activities
planned by FAB are International
Food Night and the Annual Mt.
Hood Snow Day.
“I am very pleased with the program in place at Portland Christian
High School. My goal is to see this
program grow by expanding our
outreach to include students from
additional countries all over the
world that we might ‘make disciples
for our Lord Jesus Christ from all
nations’ as we teach the Word of
God to them here in Portland.”
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MAY THE LORD be PRAISED for the RICH LEGACY Of FAMILIES and
ALUMNI WHO REMAIN FAITHFUL to PORTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

L

ooking over the roster of faculty
and staff, one sees an impressive number of 19 PC Alumni who
began the current school year in the
classrooms, offices, kitchen, libraries, on the coaching staff, and on
the Board of Trustees. In addition to
the PCS alumni on staff, there are
29 members of the PCS staff who
have graduated students from this
school. In all, 48 members of the
employees/Board Members currently at PCS, have graduated a total of
72 PCH Alumni.
The above figures do not include
the scores of PC students at the
school who are children of parents
and grandparents who themselves
are PC Alumni. This is testimony to
the great history of this school, the
faithfulness to the foundation established by those who went before,
and the unchanging commitment to
the Biblical worldview held over the
past 62 years.

PC STAFF who are PARENTS

of ALUMNI:

-Jeanne Lampi: Keith 1979 and
Kirsten 1980
-Eleanor Halsey: Susan 1977, Beth
1978, Robert 1980
-Dan Beaumont: Amy 1999, Steven
2004
-Tom West: Josh 1995, Jackie 1997,
Jeremy 2004
-Bob Blackwell: Monica 1993, Melissa 1994, Tyler 2003
-Lynda Russell: Rachel 1997
-Jackie Clay: Cresslyn 1996, Lynn
Ann 1998
-Steve Stanley: Molly 2001
-Cheryl Jarvis: Pam 1997, Kim 2000
-Bill Buck: Andrew 1997, Abby
1999, David
-Penny Duncan: Chris 1992 and Ian
-Connie Hays: Allison 2000, Julia
2002, Graham 2004, Andrew 2006,
Fiona 2008
-Mary Green: Shawn 1999
-Bill Gibbons: Stacy 1987, Jennifer
1990, Dawn 1991
-Ruth Morris: Amanda 1997, Jenny
2001
-Holly McBride: Pat 2001, Matt 2004

-Ed Highman: Katie 1995
-Gail Gunstone: Titus 2001, Tressa
2002, Tiara 2004, Tally 2006
-Kathy McCain: Kelly 1998, Stephanie 2002
-Mark Johnston: Heidi 1998, Sarah
2000, Heather 2002, Mark 2004,
David 2006, Martha 2008
-Kathy Nyone: Joshua 2002, Jonathan 2005
-Sophia Calderon: Danny 2004
-Bill Dowd: Jennifer 2004
-Laurel Tolleson: Shannon 2006,
Eric 2008
-Vana Baumann: Oni 1997, Bethany
2006
-Terri Beardon: Michael 2006
-Annette Johnson: Kevin 2007
-Charles Antal: Charlie 2007
-Tamara Anderson: Jacquelyn 2008
-Cindy McElmurry: Ben 2008
-Vonn Luby: Taylor 2008
-Dana Larson: Matt 2008
-Ann Croze: Meg 2008
-Diane Mitchell: Josh 2008
-Jeff Arnston: Meghan 2008

Portland Christian Schools Welcome New Faculty
Aaron Lewis 1995
Mid-High School
Athletric Director

Deborah Davis
Study Skills, Excel and Library

Joshua Taylor
9th and 11th
English

Rob Striffler
Mid-High PE

Angela MacLardy
1990 Kinsel 4th
Grade

Gayle Kozlowski
2nd Grade

K.C. Stewart
1987 ISP

Sheila Tretter ISP
Director
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Tom West 1971
returning to
PCES to teach
PE, oversee the
athletic program
and continue to
coach his State
Champs Girls
Basketball Team.

PC ALUMNI on STAFF include:
Tom West 1971,
PCES AD and PE
teacher

Michele Brown
Madson 1982,
Adm. Asst. to the
ES Principal

Andrew Jannsen
1986,
Mathematics

Angela MacLardy
Kinsel 1990,
Fourth Grade

Lisa Roberts
Singleterry 1997,
ES Music

Dan Beaumont
1971, PC 7-9
Bible teacher

Patty Bunnell
Stenhouse 1983,
PC Mid/High
Cook

K.C. Stewart
1987, ISP
Department

Jonathan Roberts 1994, Senior
Bible/government

Daniel Burnett
1999, Mid/High
Music Director
Debi Stolberg
Hanson 1978,
Executive Asst.
to the AD

Terri Bunnell
Flikkema 1983,
Chairman of the
Board of Trustees

Anna Hall
Quoram 1987,
Education Committee Chair

Aaron Lewis
1995, Mid/High
Athletic Director

Abby Buck
Houston 1999,
Coaching staff
Annette Ayers
Johnson 1982,
PCS Development
Director

Tamara Hoffman
Anderson 1986,
Mid/High Vice
Principal

Charles Antal
1987, Coaching
Staff

Andrew Harding
1995, Coaching
Staff
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PORTLAND CHRISTIAN
SAYS FAREWELL TO
KEVIN BARROWS

K

evin Barrows,
principal of the
Mid/High School announced his resignation in July. “I am
writing to inform you
that due to recent
events in my family,
I will be moving back
to the southeast in
order to be closer to them.” In November
of 2007, Kevin’s dad unexpectedly died
from a sudden heart attack. The previous
year, Kevin also lost both grandparents
on his Dad’s side. “For this reason, it is
time for me to move back closer to family
and friends”, said Mr. Barrows.
“I am excited about the future of Portland
Christian Schools and the fact that Mr.
Larson will be taking over my position
as principal. I am confident the Lord will
continue to lead the school toward a great
future as it seeks Truth in every area.” “I
have thoroughly enjoyed being the principal of the Junior/Senior High School for
the past six years. It has been an incredible experience and I have made so many
friends and memories I cannot begin to
think of them all. It has been an honor
to serve at Portland Christian and I am
truly excited to see what the Lord has in
store for us all in the future.”
Kevin reported that the Lord had allowed
him to return to his former school in
nearly the same capacity he had when the
Lord called him to Portland Christian. “I
am excited to return to North Carolina”,
said Mr. Barrows.
As Mr. Gibbons said when he announced
Kevin’s move, “We will miss Kevin, but
will have comfort in the knowledge that
the Lord is calling him to an even greater
ministry.”
Thank you for your six years with us and
the many contributions you made to Portland Christian Schools.
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FAREWELL to KIM BROOKSBY, Beloved
Teacher at Portland Christian
Schools

S

aying farewell to a dear friend is difficult.
Saying farewell to a beloved teacher and
colleague is also difficult. “Not seeing you in
the hallway, in your room, talking to a student,
listening to your sound advice, sharing my frustrations over a student who didn’t want to learn,
and learning about patience from you”, were
among the emotions expressed at a luncheon for
Kim Brooksby, English teacher at Portland Christian Schools since 1980.

Kim retired from her post in August; as one colleague said, “Kim
has left a hole in the continuity of the history of our school. She is a
master teacher.” To that, Kim would certainly reply, “I was also new
once, we all learn and we all grow. The Lord will provide just the right
person needed at Portland Christian.”
Kim began her teaching career at PCS teaching 7th and 8th grade
English. Moving up to the high school, she continued to teach in the
field she was most passionate about; Language Arts and in particular,
literature. After the 1987-88 school year, Kim “retired” to take on a
new role: motherhood. In 1998, and three children later, Kim returned
to her beloved Portland Christian High School. When asked why she
came back to PC, she replied, “I love this place, really.” “No place else
will let me open my Mythology units with a Bible study on Romans
1:18-23.
Kim is a master teacher and one who sees the world as God intends
us to. Kim understands what it means to ‘desecularize’ the curriculum and she led her students in formulating their own Christian
worldview by helping them develop a more thoughtful, intellectually
deep, and spiritually rich mind as they looked at literature through
the eyes of the One who created our world and knows our human
nature.
Mrs. Brooksby will be greatly missed and we pray for her as she
moves on from Portland Christian High School. Thank you Kim for
giving us over 20 years of your life and for the rich heritage you have
left in these halls of learning and in the minds of our students and
alumni.

FROM the DESK of the PRINCIPAL,
Dana Larson
(Editor’s note: Upon the resignation of Portland Christian’s
junior/senior high principal, Kevin Barrows, Dana Larson the
Athletic Director was appointed to step into this position)

D

ear Alumni,
I greet you in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. I am thankful for the rich Christian heritage
Portland Christian has because
of folks like you and the legacy of
faith you have imparted to this
great school. Over the past few
weeks, I’ve enjoyed interviewing
prospective students and learning about their Christian walk. I
then share the importance of how
each individual at PC, teacher and
student alike, determines whether
or not PC is a Christian School. It is a simple message but
an important one. Being a Christian School requires more
than a building with “Christian” on a sign or in its logo. It
requires more than opening a Bible in a classroom and reciting a passage or two. It requires each of us to have a personal, daily relationship with our Heavenly Father through
Jesus Christ and a willingness to live out our convictions.
It requires us to learn to think as Biblical Christians. I
welcome you to drop in and visit. I’d especially love to hear
your story of faith in Christ and how your experience at
Portland Christian has helped to shape and influence your
life and thinking.
Previously as the Athletic Director, I found joy and satisfaction in updating the Jr./Sr. HS campus athletic facilities.
The gymnasium has been remodeled, the baseball field
is completely new, the “green gym” has been converted
into a magnificent new weight room, and the “old” weight
room has been completely renovated into a state-of-the-art
Art Room. The boy’s locker room is new; new floors, new,
modern lockers around the perimeter and all in pristine
condition. We also added a stone retaining wall to the field
and safety fencing around the new concessions/baseball
press box. I especially want to thank the Booster Club,
Jim Blanchard, our head maintenance man, the Building
and Grounds Committee, Dan Rowley, Lance Scacco, Rick
Myron, and Don Gunstone for their contributions in making all these things happen. These have been monumental
achievements in making such major school improvements a
reality.

FOURTH ANNUAL
ALUMNI BOARD and
ADVISORY MEETING
August 4, 2008

Alumni Board and Advisory members gathered for
their annual dinner meeting in the Library of the
Elementary School. During dinner, alumni caught
up with one another since the last meeting. Shirley Ader Endres (71) traveled all the way from
Maryland and Evogene Atkinson Stephens (54)
arrived from Phoenix to attend the meeting. In addition, John Van Lierop (65) and his father John
Sr. drove to Portland from Seattle to join us.
President, Ernie Beckett (53), opened the meeting greeting each one and extending regrets from
those unable to attend. After the formalities of
reading of the annual minutes and activities of
the Association, and presentation of the budget for
2008-2009, Ernie asked the members present to
reaffirm the Statement of Purpose and Goals of the
Association. This done, the Development Director,
Annette Ayers (82) Johnson introduced Superintendent Bill Gibbons to the group. Bill shared
the vision given to him by the Lord, the same
vision held by the founders of Portland Christian
Schools. Both Evogene and Evvie were honored
to hear that today’s leaders had not forgotten the
work done by their own fathers in the early days
of Portland Christian Schools.

PRAY for The MOSES PLAN

I look forward to
an exciting year at
Portland Christian
and hope you’ll be
able to come to one
of our special events
soon. Our Alumni
are always welcome
on this campus.
In His service and
yours,
Dana Larson,
Principal
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Alaska. Weighing in at 7 pounds, she joins big brother,
Kenen. Proud grandparents are Vana (PCS’s Comptroller) and Bob Baumann. (Pictures will be available in the
next REALS)

Ella

Congratulations to...

• Tyler Caffall (01). Tyler received
the Annual Drammy Award on June
of 2008 for the Best Supporting Actor Role in his portrayal of Jake in
The Garden at the Artists Repertoire
Theatre. Tyler and his wife, Alexandra are living in New York City.
Tyler is a graduate student at the
New School of Drama in Greenwich
Village in Manhattan. He will be awarded a Masters of
Theater Arts upon completion of the program.
• Dr. Nathan Lacy (71) who was recently appointed as
the Director of Environmental Health and Safety at the
University of California, Davis.
• Joe Patten (05) moved to Washington DC in August to accept an internship position as an intern with
Americans for Tax Reform.
• Kristi Waldal (06) and Brent Stephens (05) announced their engagement in August. Kristi attends Texas
A&M University where she is a rider
with the National Championship
(2nd place in 2008) Varsity Equestrian Team. Brent is a senior at Rice
University.
• Dr. David Robinson, Vice President of Academic Affairs, ECPI College, Virginia Beach. (See article on next
page.)

Births

Danyon

• Alexa Catrice was born at 3:15am on August 22, 2008
to Dan and Oni (97) Baumann Epley in Anchorage,
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• Katherine Grace was born to Richard
and Karen (92) Brewster Fangrad on
June 12, 2008 at 9:19am. Weighing in
at 7 pounds, 6 ounces, she joins her
two big sisters.

Anderson

Katherine
• Anderson Landeen Lewis was born on June 24,
2008 to Aaron (95) and Anna (96)
Swindell Lewis. Anderson joins
his three older siblings and is very
proud of his Dad, Aaron, who is
PCH’s new Athletic Director.

• Oliver Cheng, born on August 19,
2008 to Arthur and Cheri Yu (94)
Cheng. Little Oliver weighed in at 5#
9oz.
• Ella and Caleb,
both born in 2007 in
Oliver
Ethiopia are two very
special additions to Brian (92) and
Maryann Fleischmann (93) Remsburg’s family. They join big brother
Corbin, 7 years old and 5 years old
Ella & Caleb sister, Anya. The family lives in Saudi
Arabia. The Remsburgs and Fleischmanns are very proud grandparents.
• Emma, born to Dr. Mike (76) and
Kirsten Witt on January 14, 2006.
(See the Witt/Lockwood story in
this issue of the REALS.)

Emma

• Corbin Isaiah Hughes born to Jonathan (98) and Rachel Hughes on June
5, 2007. Proud Grandma is Elaine
Clinton (66) Bonneau.
• Danyon was
born on December 9, 2007 to
Corbin
Douglas (98) and
Daniell Schneider. Proud grandparents are Dr. John (former PCH
senior Bible teacher) and Sandy
Schneider.

• Ella Crist was born to Gregg and
Brittany (03) Caffall Hartzell on
September 3, 2008 at 11:02am
and weighing in at 6 pounds, 14
ounces. Proud grandparents are
Tami Tindal (77) and Rick (76)
Caffall.

Deaths
Thank you for praying for the families of those recently
bereaved. See In Memoriam section for details.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Virginia Leichner Trueb class of 1954
Clarine Brown Alfadl class of 1956
Darin Thiessen class of 1978
Carlita Scothorn, wife of Aaron class of 1987
Tim Fadel class of 1995
Scott Charlson class of 2001
Mary O’gieblyn (Esson family)
Eunice Forsberg (Ginn family)
Olive Munroe (McCormick family)
Earl Gosvenor

Weddings

• Mr. And Mrs. Jonathan and Danielle Hughes (03)
Fisher were married on September 6, 2008

• Leo and Megan Burch (05) Flores married on June
14, 2008

• Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hunnell (03) married on May 23,
2008

• Heather Thomas and Andrew Rowlett (03), were married at Bridal Veil Falls on July 7, 2008

Dr. David Robinson Appointed Vice President of Academic Affairs of ECPI College
[A historical
note: Dr. David
Robinson was
a member of
the high school
faculty at Portland Christian Schools
from 19761994. From
1977-1994 he
served as Department Chairman
of Social Studies for the school. He
was involved in development and
finance from 1991-1994, and served
as the school’s first network systems
administrator.]
Portland Christian students who
graduated between 1978 and 1994
will remember David Robinson, who
taught a number of classes in our
Social Studies program. He was
involved with a number of other aspects of high school life as well: Ski
Club, Chess Club, Football Trainer,
Senior Class Co-Advisor, and guitarist and song leader for a number of
school events. In 1994, Mr. Robinson
left Portland Christian to pursue
other professional opportunities.
In 1997, David joined Pioneer Pacific, a multi-campus, four-year as
Director of Information Technol-

ogy and Senior Instructor in IT. He
was promoted to Vice President of
Information Technology after successfully developing the college’s
AAS and BS degree programs in
Information Technology in 1998 and
2003, respectively. Upon completion
of his doctorate at George Fox University in 2006, Dr. David Robinson
was promoted to the position of Vice
President of Academic Affairs for
Pioneer Pacific College, where he
served until mid-2008.
On September 15, 2008, Dr. Robinson was appointed Vice President of
Academic Affairs for ECPI College of
Technology, headquartered in Virginia Beach, VA. ECPI is a regionally accredited (SACS), four-year
college with 17 campuses in three
states (VA, NC and SC), and a growing online program. He administers
a faculty of over 1,000 professors
and instructors, who instruct nearly
10,000 students. Dr. Robinson will
be responsible for all aspects of
academic operations, including academic standards and compliance,
curricular design and deployment,
faculty professional development,
academic budgeting, the oversight
of grant writing, and new program
development.

Dr. Robinson is also currently
serving as an Adjunct Professor in
George Fox University’s Doctor of
Management program online, teaching doctoral students in both the
Doctor of Management and Doctor
of Education degree tracks. He is
also a Contributing Editor to the
International Coalition of Christian
Teachers of Education online scholarly publication, The ICCTE Journal
(http://www.icctejournal.org). Dr.
Robinson has contributed articles to
a number of magazines and journals, and has served as a reviewer
for professional bodies and Christian publications. In addition, he is
an owner and Editor-in-Chief of a
journal of high-end audio, Positive
Feedback Online, now in its nineteenth year of publication at http://
www.positive-feedback.com. Until
his recent move, he was a member of
the Leadership Board for River Rock
Church in Vancouver, WA, where
he was actively involved in church
development and leadership, teaching and small group ministries. Dr.
Robinson can be reached at the
following:
Email: drobinson@ecpi.edu
Office: 757.671.7171, ext. 55237
Cell: 971.570.6339
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Elaine Clinton Bonneau
(66) & Corbin

Dan Gassoway (69)
Vonnie Hewitt (86)

NOTES to the REALS
From the Fifties…
• Evogene Atkinson Stephens
(54), attended the Annual Meeting on August 4th. Each Board
and Advisory Member was asked to
send their suggestions for improving the Association. Evogene pretty
much summed up most thoughts
expressed by those who responded.
“I think the Association is doing
a great job of getting information
out. Perhaps there should be a key
person from each class to help with
gathering class information and
planning reunions. Please continue
asking for information concerning
Alumni. It is so helpful when classmates are looking for one another. It
seems as though the Board meetings are going well. Please keep
meeting and please get the monthly
minutes out to the Advisory.”
• Diane Leichner Sievers (54) is
the Executive Director of PREP
4Kids, a Portland Public Schools release time elective program reaching
out to students with the gospel as
they are taught to “Know the truth
and tell the stories so the children
can trust in God.” Psm. 78:4.
• Rus Lambert (54) has moved from
Europe to Colorado Springs with
OCI.
• Angelyn Brown Ray (58) writes
that several in her class had gone to
be with the Lord. “Daniel Guild died
in 2006 and Betty Jo Bauer has
also passed away.” She also mentioned Joy Varney and Ken Hayes
whose memorial pieces were in the
Summer 2008 REALS. “Well, after
fifty years I suppose it’s not terribly surprising, though saddening,
that some of our classmates have
passed away.” Ed, note: Angelyn lost
her sister, Clarine (56) in May. Her
memorial piece appears in this issue
of the REALS. We extend our deepest
sympathies to the family. If anyone
has information about Daniel and
Betty Jo, it is not too late to write a
12 REALS

piece about them in the next issue.
• Carol Thompson Gilbert (58)
writes that she has had a very busy
summer especially planning the
50th PCH Reunion. “There are 13-14
of us planning to be at the Banquet
which is really not too bad considering there are only 19 of us left.”

From the Sixties…
• Sherron Kelm Millen (61) writes
that she is looking for classmates for
the 50th Reunion. She also mentioned she had read about several
in the last REALS and wanted to
make contact with them. She was
especially close to the Boyce family
who’s son Bryan (80) passed away
last year. “I would love to call or
write Charlene and make contact
with her.” Ed. note: This is one of the
purposes of the Alumni Association;
to reconnect families and classmates.
• Jan Hornshuh Kent (64) writes
that she and sister Char (66) had a
wonderful time at the Bob Barber
Reunion in August. “Keep up the
wonderful work you do for all us
PCHers.”
• Carol (Char) Hornshuh Simmons
(66) writes, “My husband and I own
and operate a jewelry store, Goldworks Design Manufacturers, in the
Tanasbourne Village Shopping Center. We’ve been in business for over
thirty years, designing and manufacturing fine gold and platinum
jewelry and doing all kinds of repairs to jewelry, all on site. We have
three children all in active ministry.
I am the worship director at Westside Chapel Foursquare Church in
Lake Oswego, a new church plant
in 2006 by Pastor Mark Mehl, son
of the late Pastor Ron Mehl. I look
forward to seeing everyone at the
reunion with Bob Barber. It will fun
touching base with them and many
others from the ‘good old days’!”
• Joyce McQueen Birthmark (67)
writes that the ladies were honored

to have Jeanne Lampi meet with
their little group to share the story
of Portland Christian High and
where it is today. “We had fun talking about the days when you were
a teacher and had several of us in
your classes.”
• Dan Gassoway (69) writes, “I have
had yet another heart issue come
up. I had a quadruple bypass and
open-heart surgery in July, 2007. I
now feel like a million bucks. If my
heart were not so damaged, I’d be
out running marathons. Instead, I
have to settle for hiking through the
local mountains and Forest Park.
I’ve always loved to hike. In 2007, I
graduated from Marylhurst University with a BA in Human Studies
(theology, psychology, brain science,
and quantum physics all thrown
into a blender). I will be pursuing
my Masters of Divinity this fall, also
at Marylhurst University. I do not
know exactly what I will do with it
but I do have some ideas. It is definitely a call from God on my life.”

From the Seventies…
• Grace Rogers (71) recently called
to update everyone on herself and
her family. Although illness has
forced her to retire, she is still able
to get around and care for herself.
Grace continues to live in Grand
Rapids near her sister Bonnie (65).
Her mom, Delmar was 95 years
old on September 17th and lives in
Gresham with Faith (63). Brother
John (67), lives in Placenta, CA and
twins, Floyd of Portland and Lloyd,
a missionary to Ecuador graduated from Kings Garden in 1955.
Phil Rogers (63), passed away at
age 47. She did ask that we pray
for Tim (60), who is ill with cancer.
Tim lives in Bothell, WA. Ruth (73),
who was a NP in HI for many years,
has moved with her husband, Dr.
John Rochat to Germany. Seven of
the nine Rogers children graduated

David Lovejoy (96)

Danny Calderon (04) &
Mom, Sophia
Kati and Kyle Roberts

from Portland Christian Alumni & Friends
from Portland Christian and Mr.
Rogers served on the Board in the
late sixties and early seventies while
Mother, Delmar, taught at PCS.
Truly, this is another legacy family.
• Roger Ellis (75) writes that he
was sorry to not be able to get to the
Annual Alumni Board Meeting this
summer. He is very busy but doing
well.
• Bob Beckman (77) writes he is
glad to be back in Portland and to
finally have his family join him. We
are looking forward to seeing Bob
back involved with the Alumni Association in the future.

From the Eighties…
• Stephanie Boys DeLucia (85)
writes, “I enjoyed reading the REALS this past week. It is really
packed with information. My son,
Jesse enjoyed reading all about the
high school as well. We were fighting
over who got to read it first.”
• John Hempe (88) writes. “I’ve
recently started thinking that our
class should have a 20th year
reunion. Based on what I see in
the Alumni calendar, no one has
stepped up to the plate to plan one.
I did see that there was a multi-year
reunion but not one specifically for
this class. I missed that event but I
assumed that our class would have
its own event. I got a BS in Computer Engineering at the University
of Washington. I took that to Silicon
Valley and became a United States
Inventor with a software company
called BroadVision and was a millionaire when I turned 30. Then
the economic turmoil hit, software
markets started to slide, jobs went
to India, and thousands of Indian
Programmers invaded America. I
lost my fortune in the same tech
stocks that gave it to me and lost
my job with Morgan Stanley in 2001
when the World Trade Center was
destroyed. After 9/11 I moved back

to Oregon. In 2004, I entered MIT
where I stayed until June of 2006.
I also attended classes at Harvard
School of Business with 2nd year
MBA’s on the MIT-Harvard exchange
program. I now hold a Master of
Science from MIT. In the beginning of July, 2008, I moved back to
California to begin a new life, yet
again.” “Thanks for hanging in there
at PCH all these years.” Ed. note:
Our congratulation to John. Larry
Zimmerman will be interested in this
piece since he has followed John’s
progress and is quite proud of him.

PCH graduate from 1996.
• Micah Tuttle (95), writes from
Peru that “Being in the Master’s
hands is something we want, not
only for ourselves but also for our
Bible Training and Missionary Institute that has been taking shape in
the past several years.” Micah and
Amy Stellar (95) Tuttle are serving
in Peru with their five children. Pray
for them as they teach and preach
wherever the Lord calls them in
their area of Cajamarca.

From the Nineties…

• Christi Woodburn Sletten (00),
writes from Denver, “I was just on
the PC website and thought it would
be a good idea to send my contact
information so I can be a part of
the official ‘Alumni Association’.
Since your name was the only one I
recognized at the school, I thought
I’d email you. I hope all is well with
you and PCH. I am currently teaching 8th grade history in Denver at a
local Christian Middle School and
loving it! I’m going on my fifth year…
hard to believe. I found my notebook
from Mr. Cook’s US History class
I tool in the 11th grade so PC has
been on my mind.”
• Brynn Otness (03) writes that
she spent two weeks this summer
in the country of Rwanda becoming familiar with the work of AMA,
African Mission Alliance. There she
learned about the mission, vision
and current projects of the organization. In summary, AMA exists
to provide a better future for the
children of Rwanda. “We learned
about the child-sponsorship program, the tailoring programs for
mothers/widows, and a goat-raising
project for the various projects.” “We
also went into the country and city
to visit families in the sponsorship
program. It was a chance to see
first hand how these women survive
and try to support their children

• Jason Overstreet (92) writes in
his RESCUE newsletter that the
group continually is amazed at how
God continues to provide for them.
Many ministry opportunities are
opening up for the fall and winter
seasons and the group would appreciate everyone’s prayers as they seek
to determine which opportunities
should be pursued. Ed. note: If there
is anyone in PCH “Alumni-land” who
has not heard RESCUE, please do it.
This is the most amazing non-instrumental vocal group in the Christian
music industry.
• Cheri Yu Cheng (94) attended
Portland Christian High School from
1992-1994. Living with the Eyman’s,
she and Kari Eyman Lewis (96)
became as close as sisters. They
cheered together, shared a room
together and spent many hours
together talking until the wee hours
of the morning. Cheri met Arthur
from America and they married and
moved to Virginia. They have a new
baby, Oliver whose picture can be
seen in the section on births in this
issue.
• Aaron Lewis (95), PCH’s new AD,
writes that one of his main goals
as an alumnus himself, is to create ides to re-connect PCH with its
Alumni. Aaron’s wife, Anna is a

From the New Century…
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alone. We saw HIV infected women
who were very weak. It was a rude
awaking in some sense. After our
home visits, we went to the tailor
shops and heard the success stories
of many of the women. It was both
precious and very helpful.”
• Angela Schilling (05) writes,
“Thank you for the emails and such.
I have been traveling with Worldview Academy the past nine weeks.
The WVA is a Christian leadership
camp that travels to various college
campuses around the country. The
students learn about worldviews,
servant leadership, evangelism,
apologetics, art, literature and the
media. While sitting through the
lectures, I realized just how blessed
I was to attend five years of Portland Christian were I received such
wonderful worldview and apologetics
training. Thank you, Mr. Lowe, Mrs.
Brooksby, Mr. Beaumont, Mr. Stanley Mr. Roberts and Mrs. Dowd.” Ed.
note: I hear this same praise over
and over from students who were
privileged to sit under the teaching of
these great men and women of God.
• Meagan Burch Flores (05) is a
senior at Mid-America University
in Oklahoma City, OK. In May of
2009, she will graduate with a
degree in Music and Worship Arts.
Her husband, Leo, is also a Music
and Ministry student there. He is a
certified sound technician and runs
the recording studio at the University. Both of them are employed
by Crossings Community Church
where they lead the Jr. and Sr. High
Youth Ministry Music Program.
• Stephen Frey (08) writes, “I will
be joining the YWAM Children in
Need Program in Worcester, South
Africa in September. I have been
thinking and praying about this opportunity and know this is what the
Lord has in mind for me at this time
in my life.” “Leaving on the 19th, I
fly to SA where I will be working in
the Worcester area the first three
months of my term with YWAM.”
“In Africa many children struggle
to get food and shelter and clothing.
Parents often die from AIDS leaving the children behind to fend for
themselves. Living in poverty, the
older siblings end up taking care of
the younger ones.” “I will help build
homes for the orphaned families
who do not have a livable shelter. I
will also help bring food and clothing to 800-1000 children every
week. Additionally, the program as14 REALS

sists in giving children an education
so they can have hope for a more
stable future.” “YWAM is making a
huge difference in this area” During the last two months, I will live
in Knaisna, SA and continue to do
research there.” Stephen will return
to Portland the end of February. He
plans to begin his studies at Seattle
Pacific University in September of
2009.

From Former Faculty & Staff
• Bob and Thera Barber write,
“How can we thank everyone for
making our trip to the West Coast
such a wonderful success. The time
at David Robinson’s was wonderful and the Tuesday evening affair
is something we shall never forget.
I talked with Ed Smith (57); I had
almost given up on that lad but
what a blessing to see him and to
learn he is not only walking with the
Lord but has spent 20 years in the
service along the way.” “In III John,
there is a verse that speaks of what
a blessing it is to hear that your
children are walking in the truth.
I always felt my students were my
kids.” “I must say that it appears to
me that you have the right superintendent for the job at hand. I was
so impressed with both Bill and
Annette Ayers (82) Johnson. The
school is indeed fortunate to have
them on board as it is to have you,
Jeanne working with the Alumni.”
• Brad Riegg, PCH Spanish Teacher
writes, “It would be neat to have
teachers and staff go on the website and speak to our Alumni. This
would be especially true for graduating classes as well. Giving words
of wisdom, advice and imparting a
blessing, would help students stay
more connected to the school. Perhaps they would hear as graduates,
those things they did not “hear so
well” as students.”
• Denise Gardiner, former PCH
staff and cook, writes, “I just wanted
you to know I attended Bob and
Wanda Threet’s
50th wedding anniversary. What
an honor to have
been there. Their
children, 10 grandchildren and 14
great grandchildren
were present. Bob
and Wanda renewed
their vows and what

an emotional thing to see. As I was
watching all of this I could not help
but think, ‘How fortunate is this
dear family to have been able to be
together at this event.’ Their son,
Steve (83) put together the family
history and did a wonderful job of
narrating the life of his parents and
their family.”
• Grant Noble, former PCH Physics
Teacher writes, “When I left PCH, I
moved over to Yakima with my family. I moved back to the area three
years ago and have been teaching at
Kalama High School ever since.”
• Faenell Finster Bartlett, former
English
Teacher and
Language
Arts Dept.
Head writes,
“Thank you
for including the tribute to me by
Brent Ralston. I was
so touched. It is good to hear of his
ministry. I am always happy to hear
when our students have gone on to
live their lives for the Lord. Loved
that picture of Kirsten Lampi and
me. I was interested to hear that
Terri Flikkema is now the chair of
the Board. What a wonderful article
by Annette about Bill Gibbons.” “My
husband, Dick, is taking 2 copies
of the REALS to show to the Director of the Community Development
Corporation Board. The Board has
just started an Alumni Foundation
for Barbour County graduates. Dick
wants the Board to see just what
Portland Christian is doing with the
REALS.”
• Tom Smart, former Superintendent writes, “Once again I enjoyed
reading how God is blessing Portland Christian. I am praying for
Bill-I know he has his hands full.
Keep up the good work.”

BOB and THERA BARBER VISIT PORTLAND CHRISTIAN

B

ob Barber
was welcomed to Portland Christian
by one of
Bob’s former
students, Annette Ayers
(82) Johnson,
PCS’s Director
of Development. After
visiting with
Bob in the
choir room, Annette introduced
him to everyone on campus. As
Bob wandered down the main hall
looking at the Alumni pictures,
memories overwhelmed him like
ocean waves over bulkheads during
a severe hurricane. Bob reminisced
about his students from the fifties,
sixties, seventies, eighties and the
nineties. Yes, they were there, and
he remembered them all. In fact, he
even remembered some who were
in the choir but did not graduate.
“What a memory this man has”,
said Annette. “I learned so much
from him.”
Walking into the choir room, Bob
talked about the day the school was
told Parkrose School District had
agreed to give Portland Christian a
Ten Year Lease with Option to Buy
Agreement. He recounted the rejoicing throughout the old high school
on Market Street when the news was
announced to the faculty and students. And what a decision that was.
The wisdom of men on the Board
at that time, men such as Jimmie
Gleason (now with the Lord), and
others who co-authored that agreement was, without any doubt, from
the hand of the Lord.

On Sunday afternoon, August 10th,
many of Bob’s colleagues from his
days at PCH gathered at the home
of Dr. Dave Robinson and wife,
Lila Ritsema, to visit with Bob and
Thera. The food and the conversation flowed freely. As one person
said, “I don’t want this evening to
end, but I guess it has to. The older
we get, the closer we get to the time
when we can enjoy one another in
the presence of the Lord forever. Tonight is but a foretaste of that.”
To round out Bob’s time of visiting
the Northwest, Alumni, former choir
members, Bob’s former basketball
players and friends gathered at Portland Open Bible Church, pastored
by Phil Newell (63), to enjoy An
Evening with Bob Barber. We remembered the amazing impact Bob
had on the school and individuals.
Whatever era we were in, we reminisced about Bob Barber as teacher,
mentor and friend.
To round out the evening, Bob led
us in the singing of hymns and choruses accompanied on the electric
piano by Lonnie Lillard, husband of
Ann Marie Newcomer (62). At one
point Bob pointed to Char Hornshuh (66) Simmons and asked her
to sing a solo chorus of one of the
hymns. He then pointed to Anndi
Howe (90) Moore and asked her to
do the same thing. Both sang beautifully, but as Anndi said, “I was
scared. I sat up straight in my chair,
and for a time, was transported
back to the choir room at PCHS and
Bob’s class. What a moment.”
There were a lot of those moments
for many that evening. When asked
what they remembered most about

Mr. Barber, comments ranged from
the best teacher I ever had, to the
scariest teacher I ever had to the
man who taught me more about life
and challenged me beyond the scope
of what I ever dreamed possible.
Perhaps the comments made by
Annette Ayers (82) Johnson and
Bill Gibbons, Superintendent sum
up well, Bob’s legacy at Portland
Christian. “The impact of excellence that man left on me and on
the school can not be measured. Mr.
Barber pushed me to my absolute
limit, at all times in demanding my
best. He was a hard taskmaster yet
he expected no less from himself. He
personally oozed excellence, right
down to his spit-polished shoes up
to the top of his 6'5" head with not
one single hair out of place. A man
of stature, he never let himself forget
that first and foremost, he was a
servant of God. Always consistent
in word and deed, Mr. Barber impacted all of us with his wisdom and
strength of character.”
Mr. Gibbons summed up the evening and the man well when he
said, “What a legacy this man has
left for all of us. I wish everyone
could have been here tonight to hear
this great man of God and to sit, if
only for one song, under his direction. The climax of the evening for
me was the passion with which he
directed our school song. He knew
every word and he sang it from his
heart.” “Yes, Portland Christian
reaped the blessings of the best Bob
Barber had to give. We can thank
the Lord for the legacy of excellence
this man left to the school.”
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In Memoriam

“For we know that if our earthly
house is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.” “He
who has prepared life for us, is God,
who also has given us His spirit as a
guarantee.”

Grandma Eunice
Forsberg

Mrs. Forsberg, mother of Bunny,
class of 1964 and grandmother of
Aaron, 1987, Heidi, 1988, Heather
1992, Holly, 1996, Haley, 1998,
Hope, 1999, and Hilary, 2002,
joined her dear husband of 75 years
on earth in their eternal home in
heaven. Grandpa Daniel Forsberg
died in May of 2006. (See page
14 of the June 2006 REALS). The
Forsbergs were staunch supporters of Portland Christian Schools
and made certain their grandchildren all attended PC. Grandpa was
overheard to say to someone at a
ballgame, “No sacrifice could ever
be too great to see to it that our
children and grandchildren have a
Christian education.” What a heritage to pass on to their family. Most
important of all, was their prayer
support of the school. They along
with several families, while not rich
by this world’s standards, were rich
in faith and believed in the heritage
and future of this great school. It
was their practice to pray daily with
each other and together with several
families for the teachers, staff and
students at PCS. “Thank you, Lord,
for such men and women of prayer.”

Virginia Leichner
Trueb, class of 1954

Ginger or
Ginn, as
she was
known by
her friends,
went into
the presence of
her Lord
on June
23, 2008
following a
23-year struggle with cancer. Ginger
16 REALS

and Darrel, class of 1952, were
married for 54 years and had 6 children and over 20 grandchildren.
The Leichner family has a long
history with Portland Christian
Schools. In the fifties, five Leichner
children attended Portland Christian Schools: John, Conrad, Virginia Trueb, Diane Seivers, 1953,
and Carolyn Dobie, 1955. Diane
and Conrad’s children are all PC
Alumni and Conrad’s grandchildren
currently attend Portland Christian Schools. While in high school,
the Leichner girl’s trio became well
known among various AMF churches, at school, and with the concert
choir when they performed at area
churches.
Ginger had an amazing influence on her own children, grandchildren and children in the
community. For years she was part
of a Coffee Cart Ministry across
from West Linn High School. Every
morning before school, Ginn would
be out there serving up hot coffee,
cocoa, tea, bagels and anything
else she could get donated to the
ministry. As she would say, “This is
served with the love of Christ”. One
day a young woman dropped by her
home and shared that because of
this ministry, she was a Christian
today. When the claims of Christ
were presented to her in college, she
remembered the love shown by the
“Coffee Cart Lady”.

Clarine Brown Alfadl,
Class of 1956

Clarine, sister of Angelyn Brown
Ray, 1958
went to be
with the
Lord on May
9, 2008.
Clarine
was diagnosed with
esophageal cancer the end of April
and left her earthly body less than
two weeks later. She was buried on
Mother’s Day.

Darin Thiessen,
Class of 1978

Darin went
home to be
with his
Lord on
August 24,
2008. Darin
suffered
with diabetes for a
number of
years and
his death
was related to complications from
this disease.
Darin always loved music and
was in the choir and ensemble when
a student at Portland Christian.
A classical pianist and composer,
Darin also played the organ and
oboe. Following his years at Portland Christian, Darrin studied
accounting in college. He loved to
travel and the Oregon coast was
favorite place. Working in the banking industry for years, he was an
exceptional salesman.
Darin, an intelligent person
who loved to laugh and made others
around him comfortable with his
humor, was dearly loved by all who
knew him. With his kind-hearted
nature, Darin was always available
to help those who needed him. While
Darin will be greatly missed by his
friends, he will be missed most by
his family.
Darin’s services were held at
Kern Park Christian Church on
August 30th. All who knew him are
invited to sign the online guestbook
at: www.oregonlive.com/obits.

Carlita Scothorn

Carlita Scothorn, beloved wife of
Aaron, class of 1987, went to be
with the Lord on July 22, 2008 after
a brief illness. A tumor was found
on Carlita’s brain in January and
the Lord took her to Himself six
months later. Aaron and Carlita
have two children, fifteen-year old
Madeleine, and five year old Micah.
Micah is attending PCES kindergarten He joins his first grade cousins, Arthur and Oliver who attend
PCES. Becky Scothorn Morrell
was in the class of 1987 at PCH.

Scott Charlson,
Class of 2001

Scott
perished,
along with
eight other
firefighters,
in a helicopter accident
in southern Oregon
on August
5, 2008.
Please see
the article written by Scott’s mother,
Nina on page 19 of the Fall 2008
REALS. Scott attended Portland
Christian Schools through the 10th
grade until his family moved to Eugene. Many of the PCS family who
saw coverage of this event on the
news, both local and national, recognized Scott’s picture at once and
began making inquiries to locate the
Charlson family. Former students
also recognized their classmate
and called the Alumni Office for
any information. The Class of 2001
extends their heartfelt love and sympathy to the Charlsons.

Mary Elizabeth
O’Gieblyn

On June 20,
2008, the
Lord called
Mary home
to be with
Him and to
be reunited
with her
husband,
Ernie of
nearly
50 years.
Mary and Ernie were always strong
supporters of Christian Education
and as a result, all seven O’Gieblyn
children attended Portland Christian Schools. Kathy, class of 1966,
Karen, class of 1969, John, class
of 1971, Jim, class of 1974, Susie,
class of 1976, David, class of 1978
and Judy, class of 1980. In the
eighties, Ernie served on the Board
of Trustees, followed by daughter,
Karen Esson in the late nineties and

into the new century.
At Mary’s service, many paid
tribute to this amazing lady. Not
only did her children and grandchildren refer to her again and again
as truly a Proverbs 31 woman, but
also her friends often referred to her
as a “Biblical Mary” in every sense
of the word. She was all about the
ministry of hospitality at the same
time engaging them in conversation about her Lord. As her children said, “In all she did, Mom was
subtle in what she allowed us to do.
All the time she was teaching us
how to be loving, caring, compassionate, to handle freedom, to be self
reliant, to be patient and kind and
what it meant to be devoted to God.”
“Mom’s real gift was a quiet competency of Faith and Grace that could
be passed on to others”.

Earl Gosvenor

On July
28, 2008,
Earl slipped
into the
presence of
his Lord.
Hundreds
gathered at
Grace Bible
Church in
Gresham to
pay tribute to this great man of God. Earl
served faithfully at Portland Christian Schools for many years. Some
will remember him for all the little
things he did to help the students,
do extra cleaning for a teacher who
had had a party in her room that
day, or pick up all the litter that
someone had carelessly dropped in
the school parking lot. Earl will be
most remembered for driving the PC
bus to away games, choir concerts
and ski club or class trips. Several
remembered Earl inching his way
skillfully down the treacherous and
icy Timberline Road. He was always
calm even when some of the students sat on the edge of their seats
in “sheer terror”.
Earl loved his own children
dearly, he loved his grandchildren
and he dearly loved the students

at Portland Christian. In his retirement years, Earl spent time in
Africa caring for orphaned children
in Uganda. As one son said, “Dad
never complained even in the most
difficult of circumstances; when adversity, financial and otherwise, hit
our family, when our Mom was so ill
with cancer, and when he, himself
was diagnosed last year with colon
cancer. He never allowed anything
to get him down. I have never met a
man of such strength and courage
as my Dad. He demonstrated every
fruit of the spirit and is now enjoying all the treasures he stored up in
heaven while living a Godly life here
on this earth.”
After the death of his first wife,
the Lord sent Earl another helpmate who also had lost her husband
several years earlier. Earl and Joan
joined their two families and went
right about doing the Lord’s work
together. In 1995, in the midst of adversity, Earl who loved to write poetry wrote a poem entitled, “A Talk
with Jesus”. The last stanza reads;
“Jesus and I, we talked last night,
And you know, I could tell
Things were going to be all right,
He reassured me, Earl, All is well.”

Olive Munroe

In August, Mrs. Munroe moved to
her eternal home on June 25, 2008.
Mr. And Mrs. Munroe were among
the very first families at Portland
Christian, and as so many others,
sacrificed much to see Portland
Christian Schools through its infancy stages. Their eldest, Marilyn
Munroe McCormick graduated
in 1957, and son Steve in 1964.
Lynne started the first library at the
high school and except for college,
spent all of her career either teaching or as the media specialist at the
school. Steve’s children, Julie and
David, graduated from PCH in 1991
and 1993, respectively. Lynne’s
children, Keith, Susan, and Peter,
graduated in 1993, 1995 and 1997
respectively. We continually thank
our Lord for those who helped make
this school a lighthouse in a darkened world.
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Hundreds Gather to Pay Final Tribute to Tim Fadel, Class of 1995

T

he Summer 2008 edition of the
REALS reported that people
from all over the country gathered
to honor Tim on his 31st birthday.
Why was this day so special to
Tim??? Because Tim had been diagnosed with cancer four years earlier
and no one really expected him to
be with us by this time, short of the
Lord choosing to perform a miracle
and heal his cancer-ravished body.
The number 31 was very special to
Tim. It was his PCH jersey number
in football, track and basketball
throughout high school. I suppose if
you could say anyone had a “lucky”
number; 31 was Tim’s.
Nearly a year ago, Tim was taken
off all chemotherapy and radiation.
As one doctor put it, “He has been
given the highest doses of these
treatments possible. There is nothing more that can be done.” Determination and God’s mercy gave Tim
another year of life, another year
to see his children grow, and another year to bless his family and
friends. But the time had come. At
7:15 am on Saturday, September
6th, in his Dad’s arms, he looked up
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and said, “I see heaven.” With that,
Tim slipped into the presence of his
Savior. Gene Fadel, Tim’s Dad said,
“I was the first one to hold my son
when he came into this world over
31 years ago and now the last one to
hold him as he left.”
On page 27 of the Summer 2008
Edition of the REALS, there is a
write-up of Tim’s Celebration of his
31st birthday accompanied by his
own story of his precious family;
wife, Beth Friesen, class of 1995,
and children, 11 years old Ezra and
7 years old Eva.

On September 12th at 2:00 pm
hundreds of family, friends, coworkers and classmates filed into
New Hope Community Church for a
final, cooperate celebration of THE
LIFE AND TIMES OF TIM FADEL.
Tim lived in hope. Hope, not in the
world’s sense of uncertainty, but
HOPE in the certainty of things to
come but were yet unseen. In the
months prior to his death, Tim and
brother, Todd produced a video of
Tim’s life. We were moved to tears,
moved to laughter, but all were
moved by Tim’s final words on the
video to us. “You have made all this
possible today by being my friends.
I am here now, I am finally home. I
can see Jesus face to face.”
Tim left a legacy of life for all of
us who knew him. He had a big
“Friends Club”. We were reminded
at the service we are all in that club
if we know the Lord Jesus Christ
as personal Savior. And, if we are
not…well, there’s still time. There’s
still time to get to know Tim’s Lord.
There is still time to prepare to meet
him in heaven with Jesus.

A MOTH ER ’ S TESTIMONY o f G o d ’ S GRACE
Written from the heart of a mother
who lost her son, Scott (01), in a
downed helicopter accident while
fighting forest fires in northern CA.
ur sons, Scott and Jake, are
such precious gifts to my husband and me, and our lives have
been filled with immense joy as our
family has grown together. When
God called Scott home to be with
Him on August 5, 2008, it was as
though a sword had pierced directly
into my heart and went all the way
through my body.
Scott had been attending Southern Oregon University in Ashland. A
Communications Major and a Business Minor, his goal was to become
a sports writer for Sports Illustrated
or ESPN, The Magazine. He had
planned on graduating this past
June but another year of college was
necessary to add a second minor;
Photo Journalism. Scott needed to
earn a goodly amount of money this
summer to pay for an additional
year of college. His Lacrosse coach
gave him a call and suggested he
contact Grayback Forestry, a private
contractor, to see if he could get a
job fighting wild fires for the summer. Scott followed through on the
suggestion, applied, went through
the training, was accepted and set
out on his great summer adventure.
In the meantime I began to pray
earnestly for Scott’s safety, knowing just how dangerous his summer
job would be. I also began praying
that he would be drawn closer to
the Lord during this time. Before he
left, I asked that he give me an early
Christmas present and call me every
night, let me know how his day
went and that he was safe. He was
faithful in giving me this present.
On Saturday morning, August 2nd
at 7:00am, Scott called and said the
crew was being moved by helicopter
into a wilderness area to dig a fire
line. He told me he wouldn’t be able
to call for a few days but would call
as soon as he got back into range.
On hearing this, my prayers for his
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safety and that of the others, escalated. I would awake in the middle
of the night with great anxiety and
pray and sing hymns until I would
fall asleep again.
On the 6th of August, I received
the call I feared the most, the call
that Scott had been killed in a
helicopter crash. My nerves were
already on edge, yet as stunned by
the news as I was, I believe God had
been preparing me for that call and
the ensuing shock that ran through
my whole system. In my intense
grief, I told God it certainly did not
seem as though He had heard nor
had He answered my prayers. Scott
wasn’t safe, and now I would never
know whether or not Scott had
drawn closer to the Lord over the
summer.
From Wednesday on there were
countless people ministering to
us. We had a lot of communication
from various agencies regarding the
accident so I did not have a lot of
time to “beat up” on God for taking
my son. But on Friday morning the
most amazing, wonderful thing happened. I woke up and before getting
out of bed, the Lord told me, “I did
answer your prayers”. “Scott is very,
very safe. He is with me. He will
never experience any pain or suffering again. He can never be closer to
me than he is right now. He is in my
presence.” This mom was more full
of emotion than she could humanly
handle but God’s amazing grace
continued to prevail.
As I collected myself and calmed
down, I thought how many times
have I “beat God up” for not answering my prayers in the way I wanted
Him to. BUT GOD DID answer my
prayers, and in a big way I could
not have possibly seen. Not only did
God’s peace miraculously come over
me, but that same peace also came
over Scott’s dad, Rick and brother,
Jake.
Scott grew up to be an independent young man. He was able
to think for himself and make good
decisions and choices for his fu-

– By Nina Charlson

ture. Always happy and outgoing,
Scott was a loyal friend, making
everyone feel better with his Godly
words of wisdom and advice when
people seemed to be down. He loved
sports and competition in general.
Even in the mountains fighting
fires, the guys would compete to
see who could dig those fire lines
the fastest and haul off the biggest
loads of brush out of the fire’s way.
Ice hockey was one of Scott’s passions. He took every opportunity to
get himself into a game wherever he
was. He also played basketball in
high school and Lacrosse in college.
From the stories told to us by
his fellow firefighters, he was having a great time, was happy and
believed he was accomplishing
some very worthwhile work. He had
worked through the blister stages of
his job, the poison oak outbreaks,
the weather in the tent he called
home and the smoke of smoldering fires. I always asked him if he
felt safe. He always answered, “Yes,
Mom, I am safe”.
From the many, many testimonials given at his services, we now
know that Scott touched countless
lives with his own life and his firm
faith in God. Before the foundations
of the world God knew that August
5, 2008 would be Scott’s final day
on earth. God certainly gave us a
wonderful gift in Scott. We cherished Scott in the short years he
was with us and these memories
will sustain us until we see him
again in the presence of our Lord
Jesus in our eternal, forever home.
Rick, Jake and I have committed ourselves to be the people God
wants us to be, a family affair here
on earth with our Scott in heaven.
For the time being we have a huge
hole in our family but when we are
reunited with Scott, what a day of
rejoicing that will be. We miss Scott
so very much, but each of us, with
the peace that passes all human
understanding, are confident that
the Lord’s plan is always best.
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News From Our

Missionaries
DAN BROSE 1979

Missionary for World Relief, Burundi
and Rwanda

D

an
Brose,
a 1979
graduate
of Portland
Christian
spent a
good part
of his
life as a
child in Africa before coming to the
school. Dan’s parents, Dr. John and
Nila Brose had served for a number
of years as medical missionaries
to the peoples of Burundi. Dan’s
sisters, Beth 1980 and Sue 1982
also spent much of their childhood
in Africa.
Following graduation from PCH,
Oregon State and Stanford Graduate School, Dan became involved
in his company in Bend, OR. Africa
was calling, however, so with his
wife, Tambry and family of three
boys, Andrew, Aaron and Austin,
Dan returned to Burundi where he
served as the Country Director for
World Relief Ministries until July of
2007.
World Relief started as a War
Relief Ministry in 1944 by a group
of evangelical churches in the US.
As the war relief in Europe ended,
the needs of other areas around the
world became evident. There were
the Korean and Viet Nam wars,
famines, pestilence, tsunamis, hurricanes, earthquakes, uprisings and
political unrest all over the globe.
Then came the wave of HIV/AIDS
epidemics, particularly in Africa,
and the thousands upon thousands
of homeless people, especially the
children. This was the ministry
the Lord had prepared Dan for all
his life. And the Lord had prepared
Tambry for Dan. In a blog written by
missionaries to Burundi who moved
into the Brose home when they returned to Bend last year said, “They
are a remarkable couple, both Dan
and his princess, Princess Tambry
of Burundi.”
While in Burundi as the Director for World Relief in that country,
Dan managed the funds received
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from the US federal government as
part of President Bush’s PETFAR
(Presidents Emergency Trust Fund
for Aids Relief) program. Dan also
managed the funds received to assist faith-based organizations and
local churches in Rwanda in their
fight against this dreadful and fatal
disease. Returning to the US in
2007, Dan served as World Relief’s
International Director of foreign Aid
Programs. He continues to work
with World Relief as Senior Program
Advisor.
For those who want to learn
more about World Relief, go to: www.
wr.org. For those who want to learn
more of Dan and Tambry’s ministry,
google Dan Brose and read his blogs
and Facebook entries.

Dane Brose & Keith Lampi

DEBBIE DRIESNER
1978

President of Mustangs and MOHR

D

ebbie Driesner is the founder
and president of Mustangs and
MOHR. This organization had its
birth in 1998 when a wild mustang in the Ochoco National Forest
became very aggressive, especially
toward trail riders. One reason for
this might have been that Eeyore, as
he was named, didn’t look much like
a mustang at all. He had an unusu-

al set of ears and to all the world,
looked more like a donkey than a
horse. He was shunned both by humans and his fellow mustangs.
Because Eeyore was perceived
as a danger to trail riders and
hikers, the Forest Service decided
that the mustang would need to be
“removed” from the area. Debbie
learned of Eeyore’s plight and prevailed upon the Forest Service to let
her adopt the animal.
She set about to love and care
for this special creature the Lord
had made and with her training,
Eeyore blossomed into a trusting
and loyal friend. This special animal
went on to become a champion in
horse shows and of course excels as
a mountain trail horse.
With Eeyore came a vision; if
this worked with Eeyore, why not
use the same techniques working
with at-risk youth? Debbie’s experience working as a counselor and
wrangler at youth camps gave feet
to her vision. And so a ministry
began: pairing wild horses with
at-risk kids. “The wild mustangs at
Mustangs and MOHR have all been
captured from wild herds in Oregon
and placed for adoption by the BLM.
Most have been in at least one foster
home and many have been abused.”
“They often come to us with a history of neglect, abuse and mishandling. And much like many of the
children who come to us, in the beginning these horses are mistrustful, shy, and frightened.”
Mustangs and MOHR’s mission
is to provide a safe and nurturing
environment that unites youth with
adopted mustangs. “The children
experience the joy, enhanced selfesteem and confidence that comes
with learning to safely, lovingly and
successfully handle a 1000-pound
animal. The skills of compassion,
patience, responsibility, empathy
and self-control serve them and the
community well as they mature into
adults.”
Debbie would love to have
anyone visit the Double D Mustang
Ranch. Because of her work schedule with the Oregon Department of
Agriculture and the mounted search
and rescue work she does with
Marion County Sheriff’s Posse Unit,

she does request that visitors come
by appointment only. Everyone is
encouraged to visit her website at:
www.mustangsandmohr.org.

GRETCHEN BARTER
1970 CHENEY

I

Wycliffe Bible Translators

n July, Gretchen visited Portland
Christian High School to tour the
school and to visit with her “old” science teacher, Mrs. Lampi.
For over 25 years, Don and
Gretchen Cheney served the Lord in
Guatemala, Central America. There
they
raised
their two
children,
Vince
and
Gladys,
among
the native people of Santa Maria de Jesus.
In addition to the national or trade
language of Spanish, the people of
Santa Maria de Jesus have their
very own language, Cakchiquel, a
language peculiar to that region and
one spoken by less than 200,000
people. Because many had no way
other than verbally to express themselves, these people did not read
or write. Don and Gretchen, both
trained in linguistics set about on
a very
difficult
and time
consuming
journey;
developing a
written
language that made sense to the
people of Santa Maria de Jesus and
then to translate the New Testament

into that language in such a way as
it was meaningful to them.
Gretchen raised their children, ministered to the women and
children in her neighborhood and
walked side by side with Don on
their arduous journey. Meanwhile
Don spent long hours with native
believers, laboriously listening to,
and recording every sound in these
people’s native Cakchiquel language. The days, months and years
passed and finally the Cheney’s
could see their work near to completion. With Vince in college and Gladys in high school, it was a good time
to move beck to the United States.
Finishing up the last details
of their work and getting the
Cakchiquel language New Testament published and into the hands
of the people, Don and Gretchen
were ready to move ahead to their
next assignment with Wycliffe. Last
spring the Lord called them to a new
and exciting ministry; writing computer-training materials for Bible
Translators. As one of the directors
for Wycliffe told Don, “The Lord is
so gracious in bringing you along at
exactly the right time to make a big
difference in the Wycliffe training
programs.” “Because of your recent
experience in translating the New
Testament, this next project will be
a perfect fit for you. The translation
process can be greatly speeded up
because of your work.” “We couldn’t
do this work without Don and
Gretchen.”
Wycliffe’s goal for Vision 2025
is to have a Bible translation in
progress by 2025 in every language
in the world that does not have the
Word translated into that language.
What a vision and what a privilege
Don and Gretchen have to be partners in this work. You can contact
the Cheney’s at: Don-Gretchen_
Cheney@sil.org.

KARI KEISER 1980
CARRICO

K

Missionary to Japan

ari Keiser 1980 Carrico, husband Tim and their four children have served the Lord in Japan
for a
number of
years.
This
past
summer,
however, the
Lord
allowed Kari to travel to Guangxi
and Sichuan provinces in southern China. Her parents, Barry and
Jean Keiser, joined her at the Asia
West Training Center, a three-year
English training school staffed by
Christians. In addition to teaching
English, Kari was able to share the
love of Jesus with her students.
“I was amazed at how thoughtful and caring these Chinese kids
were. They were also very attentive
during classes. Besides English
classes, we had fun together during morning assemblies singing
Christian songs, doing group activities and games in the afternoon.”
“Please pray for Teddy. She is not a
Christian even though she owns a
Bible. I asked her if she reads it and
she said the only time was during
the big earthquake days because it
made her ‘feel peace’. We are staying in touch by e-mail. Thank you
for praying for the Chinese students.
And thank you for praying for our
work here in Japan.”
Kari Keiser Carrico tcarrico@
caj.or.jp. Barry and Jean Keiser
BJKeiser@cheerful.com
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Graduates of Portland Christian are
serving in many areas of the world.
Please send names to PCHS for
inclusion in the next REALS edition.
❤ The Russ Lambert (54) family
OCI, Colorado Springs, CO
❤ Dr. Camille Jamison (54) SIM USA
❤ Diane Sievers (54) Executive Director of PREP 4kids, Portland
❤ Jim and Lanita Smith (58)
Sweeney, Directors, Jesus Film
Project, NW
❤ Jaunita Phillips (59) Schiewek,
Hawaii
❤ Gene and Sheryl Shields (59)
Good, SOWERS Ministry
❤ Chuck (61) and Sally Keller, Ban
Lung, Cambodia
❤ Jake and Marie Birch (65)
Penner, Eastern Europe
❤ Bob and Joyce Lander (66) Carlson, Kenya
❤ Jerry Glass (67) Uruguay, Biblical Ministries Worldwide
❤ Mike Rice (69) Emmaus Prison
Ministries
❤ Don and Gretchen Barter (70)
Cheney, Wycliffe Bible Translators
❤ Dr. Carl (71) and Cindy Reed,
Indonesia
❤ Dr. Scott Walt (76) and family,
Austria
❤ Pastor Mark Turansky (77), Hawaii
❤ Dr. Lori Marvel (78) Salierno,
Celebrate Life Int’l.
❤ Pastor Jon Gleason (78) and
family, Scotland
❤ Debbie Driesner (78), Mustangs
and MOHR
❤ Dan Brose (79) and family,
humanitarian aid from USA to
Burundi, Africa
❤ Pastor Brent Ralston and family,
Phillipines
❤ Kari Keiser (80) Carrico and
family, Japan
❤ Aron and Yvonne Dick (91) Noll
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and family, Campus Crusade for
Christ, Global Aid Network
❤ Peter and Christina Walsh (91)
Firezar, ministering from USA to
Oradea, Romania
❤ Karen Brewster (92) Fangrad
and family, Creation Ministries,
Int’l., Canada
❤ Jason Oversteet (92), RESCUE
Music Ministry
❤ Dan (94) and Daryl Payne (96)
Collins, Bolivia
❤ Rich and Monica Blackwell (93)
Brubaker, Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship, OSU
❤ Duan Walker (95), Director of
Mid-Valley Fellowship
❤ Stephen Frey (08), YWAM Africa
❤ Dan and Marta Lewis, Hungary
❤ Shirley Wells, Israel
❤ Dr. John Schneider, Nursing
Home Ministries
❤ Eric Swanson-Dexel, former PCH
teacher, Director of Camp Hammer
Christian Ministries in California.
Thank you for keeping us updated
on the status of our men and women
in the military. Unless we hear differently, names will remain on this
prayer list. Thank you for praying.
❤ Adam Ayriss, Marines (husband
of Urlene Dick (89))
❤ Lt. Bryce Tucker Coast Guard,
(husband of Liz Phares (94))
❤ AJ Alovera (96), Marines
❤ Ensign Michelle Waldal (98) Navy
❤ Matt Strange (99), Naval Marine
Corpsman
❤ Brian Poling (01), Navy
❤ 1st LT. Alex Esson (02), Air Force
❤ Luke Koetje, husband of Shelley
Wright (02), Afganistan
❤ Jonathan Chambers (03), Marines
❤ Travis Hewitt (03), Marines
❤ Jonathan Rowlett (03), Navy
❤ Robbie Brandon (03), Marines
❤ Jon Lackey (03) Navy
❤ Caleb Stephens (03) Air Force
❤ Aaron Wolf (04) Navy
❤ Matt McBride (04), Navy
❤ Mike Manus (05), Navy Reserve
❤ Kyle Durant (05) Marines
❤ John Rogers (05) Navy
❤ Peter Khallaf Army

❤ Spc. Richard Kelly Army, Iraq
❤ Sgt Christina Clark, Army MP’s
in Iraq
General Requests for Prayer.
❤ Bill Buck, PCS principal, has
been diagnosed with an irreversible condition known as Non-Arteric
Ischemic Retinopathy. He has lost
about 80% of his vision.
❤ Deanna Hunter Alovera (97) has
recently been diagnosed with liver
cancer. (Husband, AJ, graduated ‘96)
❤ Les Busby, Alumni Board Member, former PCS Board of Trustees
member and parent of 5 graduates.
Les is undergoing chemotherapy
treatment for an inoperable cancer
and asks for grace and strength for
himself and his family in his battle.
❤ Becky Coulson, junior high and
International Student Counselor,
that her cancer would remain in
submission.
❤ Jeremy Hay (99) Continue to
pray as he recovers from a surfing
accident May 26th in California.
❤ Beth Friesen (95) Fadel and children, Eva and Ezra along with the
entire Friesen/Fadel family at the
home going of Tim.
❤ Rick, Nina, and Jake Charlson at
the home going of Scott (01).
❤ The family of Olive Munroe.
❤ The family of Eunice Forsberg
❤ The family of Darin Thiessen (78)
❤ The family of Mary O’Gieblyn
❤ The family of Earl Gosvenor
Darrel Trueb (52) and the Leichner
family at the home going of Virginia
Leichner Trueb (54)
❤ Aaron Scothorn (87) and children at the home going of wife and
mom, Carlita
❤ Ruth Gleason, mother of Debbie
(76), Jon (78), David (80) and Karen (81) who has been seriously ill
❤ Tim Rogers (60) has been diagnosed with cancer.
❤ The faculty and staff of Portland
Christian Schools as we begin a new
school year.

❤

PRAY for the
MOSES PLAN

REUNIONS, Reconnections, Restorations

C

CLASS of 1973 Hold 35th REUNION

lassmates gathered at the Inn
of the Quay in Vancouver on
July 18th. John Larson, a member
of the Alumni Association Board
spearheaded this weekend event.
Many classmates called or e-mailed

T

John sending in their regrets and
updating us on what has happened
in their lives since leaving Portland Christian. Time slipped by so
quickly, we did not realize we had
been at the table well past the time

scheduled for us to leave the Quay.
Several classmates gathered the
following day at John and Trina’s
home in Vancouver for a BBQ.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A LEGACY FAMILY GETS TOGETHER

he Witt/Lockwood Family met
together at Sunriver over the 4th
of July weekend. The family has an
annual tradition: they get together
somewhere every summer. It used
to be camping at one of the many
high mountain lakes in the Oregon
Casacdes, such as Ollalie, but as
everyone “matured”, it was time to
move to a more suitable location.
Sunriver seemed to be the spot everyone loved.
This year was no exception,
except it was different. A grandchild
was getting married and of course

the entire clan showed up. Alaina,
the oldest grandchild of the late
Dr. Al, and Marliss Lockwood Witt
would walk down the aisle of the
Grand Hall on the arm of her proud
dad, Dr. Steven Phillips. Mom Melissa (76) watched with pride as her
eldest was given in marriage.
In all, at least 13 PCH Alumni
attended the wonderful weekend
event: Larry Lockwood (57), Bob
Lockwood (84), Darryl Lockwood
(60), Wes Lockwood (87), Dan
Lockwood (66), Melissa Witt (76),
Mike Witt (76), Michelle Witt Neal

(78), Monica Witt Nelson (82),
Morgan Witt (81), Marshall Witt
(83), Keith Lampi (79), Kirsten
Lampi (80).
To answer the question asked
in the title. What happens??? They
HAVE FUN, they REMINIESE, and
they REJOICE in how much the
Lord has blessed them. Then, they
start planning for 2009.
(The editor challenges you who
remember this era at Portland Christian High School to see how many of
these alumni you can identify.)
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“THIRTY YEARS; IMPOSSIBLE!!” Said a Classmate from 1978

W

e’re just not that old. Look at
me for example. Umm, so maybe we are.” What an evening we all
spent at Bruce and Becky Breckenridge’s home in Happy Valley on
the 9th of August. We spent time
around the fire pit, ate the delicious
hamburgers Bruce BBQ’d for us,
and at the end there was hardly a
bit of food left as we ate, reminisced,
talked about kids, horses, work, and
just plain life in general since leaving PCH.
Several wrote to us with current
information, many sent their regrets. Darci Stai Hooper was sad
she could not come, “I had planned
on it, cut my hair and did all those
things women do before their high
school reunion.” She went on to
say she and her husband had two
babies in heaven and that the old-

G

est, Jacob is 24 and the other three,
all girls are still in college or high
school. Darci works in a dentist
office and she and her husband,
Arthur own a cleaning business
called Clean Act. The whole family
is very involved in their church. Val
Beres Sjodin sent in her regrets as
well. Her youngest child, Merri was
leaving for college and the Reunion
Weekend was the only one the family could get together for a family
vacation. Val and Keith’s daughterin-law has had surgery for thyroid
cancer and with two young children,
a three year-old and a four-month
old baby, need our prayers for her
healing. Val has been teaching at
Heritage Christian School developing an Art Integrated Program,
6-12th grades. Her website is: www.
valeriesjodin.com. Wendy Greeley
Kelly and husband, who attended

the reunion, asked everyone to pray
for their son, Spc. Richard Greeley,
as he serves in Iraq with the US
Army. His tour of service there is
for 15-months. Little brother, Merritt age 10, loves his big brother
and goes to bed every night praying
for his safety. Dave Kelley let us
know that he would not be able to
make it to the reunion due to some
last minute events in his family. He
wanted us to know that the Lord
has blessed him and his family.
Dori and Dave’s 11 and 13 year old
daughters attend West Hills Christian School and both Dori and Dave
teach in the elementary department
at church. Dave is the Assistant
Dean for Administrative Services
at Lewis and Clark Law School and
Dori works for Medtronics doing
pacemaker follow-up checks.

Members of the Class of 1957 Gather for Dinner Reunion

athering together for their second time in two years,
members of the class enjoyed a night out at the
Sizzler. As Karon Stoller Trommlitz said, “I wish more
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could have made it, we had such an enjoyable time
sharing and of course, eating.”

A

Ladies from the Class of 1967 Gather for Luncheon

At 11:00am on the 21st of June, four of us including Jeanne Lampi, from Portland Christian High
School, gathered for lunch at the Cheesecake factory
at Washington Square. Several more had planned to
join us, but health issues and last minute changes in
plans kept them away. We made phone calls to classmates unable to join us
and shared together in
the conversation as we
moved from our days in
high school to the present events in each life.
We also talked about
former teachers, what
we learned from them
and their impact on us.
Jeanne taught chemistry and German when
we were in school and
several remembered her
classes.

We had a great time chatting about our own lives and
hearing about the many changes at Portland Christian
since our days in high school. Jeanne also shared a
few things about our classmates and their parents and
siblings. As we reminisced, we laughed and even shed a
tear or two.
It was suggested we
make this an annual
affair to reconnect the
ladies in the class.
If anyone has any
thoughts about planning a luncheon or
perhaps a tea next year,
please contact Joyce
McQueen Birthmark at
joywilma2@yahoo.com.

Joyce McQueen Birthmark Shares the Story of her Husband

J

oyce
shared the
following story
with us at the
luncheon.

At the Rose
Festival Delta
Park Encampment and
POW WOW
held June 14-16th of June, I received
a medal honoring my late husband,
Darryl, from the Northwest Indian
Veterans Association.
On Tuesday, June 10, I met a young
man and his wife, Louella in the
lobby of Living Hope Church where
I attend. He told me to drop by the
NIVA booth at the POW WOW on Sat-

urday and he would have something
for me. I had already planned to go to
the encampment so I thought little of
his request other than, “What a kind
invitation”. As I wandered among the
booths that evening I came across the
one from Fort Peck, Montana where
my husband was born. After visiting
with a woman there and telling her to
give my sisters-in-law who still lived
in Ft. Peck, my love, I moved on looking for the NIVA booth.
I found the NIVA booth and there was
Louella. “We’ve been waiting for you
to arrive,” she said. Then she called
her husband and as he came toward
me, I saw a large medal hanging
around his neck. He called all the
veterans in the vicinity to come to
the booth. A certificate appeared and

one of the veterans wrote my husband’s name on it. Then they formed
a half circle around me and were
called to attention. With a formal veteran’s salute, they read the certificate
honoring my husband for outstanding
service to his country. Then taking
the medal off his neck, the young
man presented it to me honoring my
husband, posthumously. I was so
speechless all I could do was cry. So
much pride and honor for my husband welled up within me.
As I walked back to the parking lot
and got into my car to drive home all
I could think of was how awesome
that impromptu ceremony had been.
As I drove, I thanked the Lord and
‘had a little talk with Darryl up there
with Jesus’.
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Portland Christian Current
& Former Staff Ladies Gather
for a Summer Luncheon

T

his past July, Vana
Baumann, Cheryl
Jarvis, Karen Anfuso, Karen Bonifacio,
Terri Bearden, Eleanor
Halsey, Jeanne Lampi
and Sandy Ankrom all
got together for lunch.
Why?? Because it was
summer, we wanted to see Sandy’s beautiful new
condo overlooking the Willamette River, several were in
the downtown area for business and, well, we just had
to see one another and catch up.
There was no shortage of stories around the table:
children in nearby and far away places, grandchildren,
pictures, current and former PC faculty and staff,
alumni, our current work; the chatter never stopped. It
was immediately evident that even though several had
taken divergent paths, we could always remain close
friends because of the bonds formed while together at
Portland Christian. What a blessing to have this “PC
Connection”.
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CLASS of 1998 REUNION
June 27-28, 2008

T

hanks to the hard work of Doug and Lynn Ann
Clay Troxell, nearly 40 people attended the Class
of 1998 reunion dinner held at the Persimmon Country Club in Gresham on June 27th. This event was followed by a family gathering at the Westmoreland City
Park the next day. Of the 65 1998 classmates nearly
half attended one or more of these events. “Everyone
looks wonderful, said one classmate.” As is the subject
at most 10-year reunions, colleges attended, careers,
marriages and children topped the list of most dinner table discussion. And of course there is always the
inevitable, “Let’s get together again, and sooner than
in 10 years.”
“Thanks to Lynn Ann and Doug for all the planning
they did on behalf of our class.”

Second Annual 1985-1990 PCH Reunion
June 21, 2008

T

wo weeks
before the
reunion, Todd
and Gregg
were wondering if anyone
would show up.
After sending
out a second announcement, they still
had not received much response. After
prayer, they decided to simply rest in
the Lord and see whom God would
send to the event. The big day arrived
and to their amazement, people just
kept coming: Alumni, spouses, grandparents, children, babies and, yes,
dogs, “What was also amazing, the very
ones expected to come did not show up
while many of those who did come completely surprised us,” said Todd.
The Hoffmans had gotten the place
“ship shape” for the reunion. The new
outdoor fire pit and picnic grounds
were ready. Jack and Georgia Hoffman’s house on the airstrip in the
Sandy River Air Park was ready. The
huge all-purpose room, surrounded
by hunting trophies, and the intimate
seating area around the large stone
fireplace, was ready. “No location could
have been more perfect to hold our
reunion.”
“The food was amazing and plentiful.
Gregg and Todd did a masterful job of
cooking and there was an abundance
of everything thanks to the Remsburg and Hoffman families. We all sat
around and ate. We fussed over the
new babies and thoroughly enjoyed
all the children running and playing

around the area.” As last year, Todd arranged for a number of fly-bys by one of
the northwest’s most renowned biplane
stunt pilots.
After much visiting and catching up on
activities in one another’s lives, several
sat together at a table and just talked.
“For over an hour we ministered to
each other.” “Our perceptions of one
another and the insecurities we shared
in high school were stripped away. We
talked about our lives now, the loss of
parents, siblings and spouses. Several
had children who suffered physical
problems and there were financial reversals, marital struggles and illnesses. There was so much to pray about.”
After it was all said and done, Todd
commented, “We prayed the Lord would
send just the ones who should be here.
As always, God is faithful. What an
evening!! If everyone comes to next
year’s reunion who came to the first
two, we’d have over 200 people. That’s
a bunch.”
THANK YOU to the Hoffman Family
and to Todd and Gregg for such a magnificent afternoon and evening. “You
provided a place of rest and emotional
safety for all of us. We are already
thinking of next year.” “Classmates
from 1985 to 1990 and any PCH grad
or former PC attendee, need to come
to next year’s reunion. We are making
the third weekend in June a tradition.
The gathering will be held on June 20,
2009 at 4:00 pm at the Sandy River
Airpark in Sandy, OR. Plan now to come.

REUNIONS
Class of 1958 held their
Reunion of September 27,
2008 at the OLD COUNTRY
KITCHEN. Write-up will
appear in the Winter 2009
REALS.
Class of 1968 held their
Reunion on September 27,
2008 at the OLD COUNTRY
KITCHEN. Write-up will
appear in the Winter 2009
REALS.

SAVE THESE
DATES
Class of 1959 50-years Reunion will be held on September 17, 2009. Details to
be announced.
Classes of 1985 to 1990
Annual Reunion and BBQ
will be held at the Sandy
River Airpark on June 20,
2009 at 4:00 pm. Cost
$10.00 per couple includes
family, or $5.00 per person.
Class of 1984 25- years
Reunion scheduled to be
held June 19-21, 2009.
Details to be announced.
Contact Kim Morgan
Butler at kbutler13@yahoo.
com.
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

I

t is with thanksgiving we provide the REALS at no charge to our
Alumni and Friends. However, the funds for the production of this
publication must come from the gifts of our faithful readers. As the
Lord places it upon your heart, please make a donation to the Alumni
Association for the production of the REALS. Your gift will be gratefully received and appreciated.
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT for the PRODUCTION of the REALS

❑ $10.00
❑ $20.00
❑ Other: ____________
Name:
Year:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone Number:
E-address:
Please make all checks payable to: Portland Christian Alumni Association and send to:
Portland Christian Alumni Association
12425 NE San Rafael Street
Portland, OR 97230
Gifts may also be made using a VISA or Master Card. To make
your gift using one of these cards, call Linda Swenson at 503-2563960 ext. 271 to make your donation. PLEASE let her know the funds
are for the Alumni Association. All gifts are tax deductible and are
immediately receipted by the office.
For further information please call Jeanne Lampi at 503-2563960, ext 267 or 503-880-4603. She can also be reached by e-mail at:
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.
This form may also be used to update your information. Thank you.

Portland Christian Schools
12425 NE San Rafael ST
Portland, OR 97230
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Check out our website at
www.pcschools.org.
Tell your friends to look up
this edition of the REALS
under the alumni tab!
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