Summer 2015

A Message from the
Superintendent
The vision from just a few years ago becomes
reality as the Armstrong School District opens up the
2015-16 school year with a new building, new curriculum
and poised to draw new families into our region.
The District completes its secondary school reorganization with the completion of the new Armstrong Junior Senior High School on Buffington Drive. This new
facility complements the quality of West Shamokin Junior
Senior High School and finishes the reorganization of our
7-12 program into two buildings within the school system.
This is a new beginning for the District as the
students of the Ford City and Kittanning attendance areas
become one unified body and forge ahead into AAA and
AAAA competition in athletics and a new position within
the arts. With the secondary school alignment completed,
the future for the District looks at studying the elementary
schools and the facility needs that best meet the educational programming of those early and fundamental grade
levels.
The new school year will be exciting as students
will see additional enhancements to our curriculum that
make the District not only unique, but competitive with
others in western Pennsylvania. As an example, Mandarin
Chinese is slated for introduction as a new foreign language in our secondary schools and will be an advantage
to our graduates as employers aggressively look for individuals who have studied in this language. In addition, we
have increased the numbers of Advanced Placement
courses available to place our students in the best position
for success as they transition to post-secondary study.
Our curriculum has been further enhanced
through a complete redesign of our technical education
programs and are structured with the components of
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and
Math). The arts have also not been forgotten, as technology has been integrated into the arts with iPads for design
work and students interested in music will have the option
to take introductory guitar.
Next year is also the start of a completely new
elementary reading series and will have the components
necessary for all of our students to become better readers
in every grade.
We are proud to say that the Armstrong School
District is very different at this point in its long history, but
we continue to honor the past and the strength of our communities as we begin a very new and exciting future!
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School Safety
with Jon Fair, Director of Transportation, Child
Accounting, and Safe Schools

Armstrong School District’s safety committee and administration has
looked into ways to increase security in our buildings to ensure the
safety of staff and students. The District will incorporate a comprehensive approach to maximize our safety efforts. The following examples outline some of our efforts:
 Increase the number of cameras inside and outside our buildings.
 Install a locking system to secure a room in the event of a
crisis situation.
 Hire Armstrong Lock and Security to provide armed officers
to patrol our buildings. These individuals are highly trained
and their workforce is comprised of retired state and local
police officers.
 Train staff in the Alert - Lockdown - Inform - Counter Evacuate (ALICE) response method.
 Collaborate with a professional security firm to review and
revise building security plans and District security policies.
 Utilize walk through metal detectors at our high schools.

Tablets In Education
Lenape Elementary recently received 20 Kindle Fire Tablets
through the Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation. The school will use the
apps on the Kindles to support and enhance the reading, language, and
math skills of K-6 students. The Kindles will be used in language arts
classes to provide opportunities for students to read books online,
author stories, produce research, and practice reading and writing
skills. During math
classes, students will
use the Kindles to practice and apply math
skills such as telling
time, counting money,
measuring objects, solving word problems, and
performing algebraic
functions. In addition, students will also use the Math Workout Pro
games to gain accuracy and proficiency in their math skills.
The Kindles will be housed on a technology cart and teachers will be
able to use them during the school day and in after-school tutoring
opportunities.

Sincerely,
Dr. Stan J. Chapp
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A NEW CHAPTER: ARMSTRONG JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL
With Kirk Lorigan, Jim Rummel, and Mike Cominos, AJSHS Administrators

Transition Events for Staff, Students, & Parents
The administration of the new Armstrong Jr.-Sr. High School has been
meeting weekly to outline and implement comprehensive transition
plans to efficiently open the new high school.
 An open house for the community will be held on Saturday, August
22, 2015 from 10:00 am until 2:00 PM. Staff and student orientations will also be scheduled to allow for a smooth transition to the new school.
- High School Principal, James Rummel
 "A lot of time has gone into designing a comprehensive and effective
master schedule. Additional course sections were added to allow
more flexibility in order to provide students with the courses that
they desired." - Jr. High Principal, Kirk Lorigan
 Music Department Chair and Band Director, Jason Venesky, has
started the process of designing the halftime music and drill for the
football season as well as making plans for the River Hawk marching band for their summer programs. In addition to his music program Mr. Venesky has been collaborating on a new Alma Mater to
reflect life at Armstrong High School.
 Mrs. Barb Meleason, Student Council Advisor, has started to work
with the already combined student council transition group in order to develop the constitution for the River Hawk
student council. In addition, these student council members will be instrumental in the orientation programs for the
new students and faculty.
 "These student leaders will become the building blocks of the
school to promote and foster a positive school culture in the
building” - Academic Principal, Mike Cominos

SECONDARY DISTRICT-WIDE OFFERINGS
Secondary Curriculum Enhancements
In an effort to continually enhance its curriculum offerings, the Armstrong School District will offer two new courses at
the secondary level. Beginning in the 2015-2016 school year, Mandarin Chinese will be offered in the World Language
Department and Introduction to Guitar will be offered in the Music Department. In addition to the District’s core subjects, the secondary curriculum will continue to focus on 21 st-Century skills such as global awareness, civic literacy,
health and wellness, and financial, economic, business and entrepreneurial literacy. Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) skills will continue to be enhanced through the core curriculum as well as the arts. These enhancements will provide rigorous learning opportunities and experiences to ensure that students are well prepared to enter the
future workforce as researchers, innovators and leaders. Cross curricular learning opportunities will focus on critical
thinking and problem-solving, creativity and innovation, collaboration, and information and media literacy.
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THE “EAST WING”
WEST SHAMOKIN HIGH SCHOOL

ELEMENTARY PEP GRANT UPDATE

AUTISTIC SUPPORT DRAWS PRAISE

TITLE I FAMILY FUN NIGHT

In year three of the Elementary PEP grant teachers
incorporated the FIT philosophy (Fitness Integrated TeachWest Shamokin High School sent eight representaing) by implementing different activities into the elementives to Penn State University this spring to comtary schools to enhance the PE and Health programs and
pete in the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Sciincrease opportunities by integrating physical activity into
ence state competition. The event draws hundreds cross curricular educational experiences. The PEP grant
of the state’s best and brightest students from
provided the schools and physical eduacross the Commonwealth. Sydney Daily and
cation teachers with many training opEmily Cornman earned first place wins for their
portunities, new and updated equipment,
projects, while Melody Trudgen, Evan Marino,
and technology. It also funded items
Hunter Kaplin, Carter Eddie, Kaylee Good and
such as POLAR activity watches, FitKennedy Eddie took 2nd place honors. This was
ness Center Exercise Equipment, Pethe strongest team the school has ever fielded at
dometers, Wii Activity Consoles, iPads,
this level.
Spark and Project Adventure Trainings,
Students Evan Marino, Yorich Poole and Brent
new Health and Nutrition Curriculum,
Lundgren won their first round match on KDKA’s GeoMotion Mats, Wellness Wagons,
Hometown High Q competition this spring. Their and StoryWalk Fitness Trails.
match will be aired this fall on KDKA.
The newest addition was the StoryWalk Fitness
Natalie Hartman, a senior at West Shamokin High Trails. These have been very popular with our teachers
School was nominated and selected to receive an
and students, allowing a fun and easy way to integrate
“Outstanding
physical activity and reading. While walking on the trail,
Achievement in
students read an entire story and participate in fitness acTransition” award.
tivities. This PEP grant has proven to be a great success as
The award was preshown by data that was
sented at the Armcollected throughout
the three years of the
strong-Indiana
grant.
Counties Transition
Council meeting on
Monday, May, 11, 2015, at ARIN IU 28.

District administration applied for and received consultation from the PaTTAN Autism Initiative. Autistic
support staff attended an intensive three day training
called “boot camp.” Consultants worked with the
teacher and staff to set
up the classroom to implement a behavioral
approach to instruction
and behavior management plans. The team
has experienced positive
results from this training.
Recently Armstrong teachers shared their success with
visitors from other schools. Most notably, a group of
teachers from Beijing, China!

The 10th Annual Title I Family Fun Fair was held
on April 8, 2015 at St. Mary’s Parish Hall. The evening
consisted of educational games, activities, and ideas to
make learning fun for Title I students and their parents.
This year’s theme centered on the Zoo. Students had the
opportunity to Tic-Tac-Toe their way throughout the African Savanna, follow directions on a zoo mapping activity, and arrange reptile names in ABC order at the reptile
house. In addition, they read poetry about various animals, made mayhem with the monkeys, and battled the
birds playing reading skills games at the Aviary. It was a
great evening for all of the students and their families.
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ASD Foundation Grant Program
The ASD Foundation has been awarding grants to
teachers with innovative ideas for more than a decade
now. Over the years, teachers have begun to come with
some very creative ideas to help supplement their lessons. The grants have provided for everything from
Driving Simulators for Safe Driver Awareness Day, to
materials for students to publish their own books. Over
the years, the ASD Foundation has awarded over
$146,000 in grants, affecting over 23,000 students.
Grants have helped fund the Districts’ newest programs
Teacher’s Training for New
such as STEM Robotics, STEAM Art, Advanced TV
Guitar Classes
Production and Guitars in the Classroom. Grants can
be written at four different levels, including grade, school, department, and districtwide categories.

ASD School Meal Program: The Gold Standard
The key changes in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) under Michelle Obama’s Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act, are to make menu offerings
and nutritional requirements consistent with current scientific evidence showing that plant foods promote good health and help children maintain a healthy
weight.
Luann Fee, Food Service Director, has worked diligently to meet all recommended requirements of this act. A recent review from the Department of
Education gave Armstrong’s program a gold star for meeting all the nutritional guidelines.

2015-2016 School Year Armstrong School District Back To School Nights
Dayton Elementary
September 15

Elderton Elementary
September 15

Lenape Elementary
September 16 & 17

Shannock Valley Elementary
September 14

West Hills Intermediate
September 15

West Hills Primary
September 22 & 23

West Shamokin Jr./Sr. High School
September 17

Armstrong Jr./Sr. High School
September 24
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