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Molloy to Celebrate 125 Years with Anniversary Mass
by Fiona McCaul ‘18, photos courtesy of the Stanner Alumni Center
125 years ago, St. Ann’s Academy opened its doors
and paved the way for the founding of Archbishop
Molloy and the continuation of the Marist tradition.
To celebrate the big milestone, Molloy administration
decided to have a year-long celebration, including a
Mass celebrated by Bishop James Massa during the
Thanksgiving Liturgy on November 22nd. Along
with the mass, a word theme will carry through the
year highlighting Marist values and the anniversary’s
official tagline, “125 Years of What Matters”.
“Molloy administration felt it was important to
celebrate both the event and the things that make
the school special,” says Mr. Joe Sommo ‘03, Alumni
Communications Director and co-moderator of
The Stanner. These special values can be seen on the
banners and signs throughout the school, including
faith, family, sportsmanship, gratitude, kindness,
service, and others. “The Marist Brothers and our
faculty have always had a focus on ‘What Matters’,”
says Mr. Sommo. “The tradition of faith and service
has exceeded the test of time and are important
ideals for Stanners of all ages and generations.”
Although the celebration didn’t start in earnest
until this Fall, the school has celebrated alumni
events already in honor of 125 years. At the kickoff
event in the Spring, many prestigious alumni,
including former police chief Ray Kelly ‘59, made an
appearance to show their support for their former
school. Most recently, the Alumni Center celebrated

our anniversary with the induction of longtime
faculty members Mr. Santos and Brother Aquinas
into the Stanner Hall of Fame. As Mr. Sommo
says, these men “embody a lot of Marist values,
such as leadership and character,” making their
induction extremely fitting for the celebration
of “125 Years of What Matters.”
This is not the first time Molloy has thrown a
school-wide celebration in honor of an anniversary.
For Archbishop Molloy’s 50th Anniversary in 2008,
the entire school took the subway from Briarwood
to St. Patrick’s Cathedral for a special Mass.
All students are encouraged to attend the Stanner
125 Mass on November 22nd after school at
11:00am to help celebrate our big anniversary. There
will also be some projects and planned events later
in the year, so as Mr. Sommo says, “Stay tuned for
what we have in store, and stay enthusiastic.”

“125 Year of What Matters” signs line the ceilings and hallways of Molloy.

Walkathon: Stanners Walk For A “Cool” Cause
by James Galeno ‘20

October 27, 2017 marked this year’s annual
Molloy walkathon. As many know the walkathon
is a fundraiser used to aid in making additions to
the school to better improve its facilities. Last year
the money raised went towards new tables in the
cafeteria, an updated Strength & Conditioning
Center, a broadcasting studio and a remodel of the
IT office.
This year the planned addition to the building is
airconditioning in classrooms . This much awaited
application is a much larger project then what has
been previously done and can take much more time
and money to complete. The walkathon makes
roughly $150,000 each year. Due to the size of this
project all funds from this year’s walkathon will
go into the installation as well as future walkathon
funds raised.

Walkathon begins! Photo by Ms. Laura Sawyer ‘07
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World Trade Center Walk.
Photo by Matt Ventura ‘18

Past, Present, and Future Stanners
by Danielle DePasquale ’19

“Non scholae sed vitae,” is a motto
familiar to any member of the Molloy
community. “Not for school, but for life”
indeed resonates with us as we reach our
125th year. Generations of young men
and women have experienced what Molloy
has to offer, and there is confidence that
the legacy will continue into the future.
Believe it or not, Molloy wasn’t always the
Briarwood base we know today.
Our community made its mark in 1892
with the opening of St. Ann’s Academy; a
boarding school located at the intersection
of Lexington Avenue and 76th Street in
Manhattan. The academy offered education
from 1st through 12th grade, with some
of its boys dorming on campus. Being
a Marist school, the marks of a Marist
student were prevalent. As bestowed by
Saint Marcellin Champagnat, the founder
of the Marist Brothers, faith and work ethic
were pillars of the school. Staying true to
its foundations, students possessed athletic
and academic excellence, while emphasizing
service. St. Ann’s traditions, such as Drama
Club, Debate Team, Yearbook, Chorus, and

The Stanner newspaper still hold true at
Molloy.
As the St. Ann’s campus deteriorated and
maintenance costs increased, the Brothers
decided to relocate. With the leadership of
Archbishop Thomas Edmond Molloy, the
outgrown St. Ann’s Academy moved to its
current location in 1957. The school was
renamed in honor of Archbishop Molloy
after his role in founding the 6 acres of land
we stand on today in Briarwood, Queens.
Our school continued to excel, but under a
new name: Archbishop Molloy High School
level. Many years later Molloy made the
respected decision to open its doors to girls.
The year 2000 featured the first co-ed class
of the high school.
Fast forward 17 years and here we are
with spirited Molloy boys and girls. The
future of Molloy is indeed promising. Who
knows, maybe in the near future Molloy will
be fully air conditioned or have even more
advanced teaching technology. Whatever
path Molloy follows, it will be nothing short
of excellence for another 125 years!

Top Right: Sketch of the St. Ann’s campus. | Middle Left: A scrabble match in
1957. | Middle Right: Phys Ed at St. Ann’s. | Bottom: St. Ann’s boarding students.

125 Years of Dedication,
Discipline, & Discipleship
by Peter Paolo ‘19

Since the founding of St. Ann’s Academy in
Manhattan, the move to Briarwood, multiple
renovations to the school building, and after going
co-ed, the Marist Brothers have been loyally teaching,
coaching, and guiding generations of Stanners for 125
years. Even though the student body changed over the
years, brothers came and went, and the school moved
boroughs, the central mission of the Marist Brothers
has remained the same: to make Jesus known and loved,
and living in such a way that people would be inspired
to live with simplicity, humility, and modesty. As the
school celebrates 125 years, The Stanner takes a look
at the Marist Brothers’ commitment, leadership, and
service to Molloy.
Molloy’s counseling program, created by Brother
Leo Richard, was first put into the curriculum as Peer
Groups in 1971. Br. James Norton, who is celebrating
his fiftieth year at Molloy, said “I want to stay here
because I want to work with young people.” He said the
counseling program at Molloy is certainly the best one
in New York State and “maybe one of the best in the
country.” He cited the school’s longstanding dedication
to the counseling program as one of the reasons he
wanted to stay at Molloy. The counseling program also
inspired a number of Molloy alumni to come back as
counselors who are currently helping Molloy students.
First pioneered by Br. Leo Richard, in an era when
counseling programs were all but non-existent, the
program at Molloy
is a priceless asset to
the school, and an
integral part of the
Marist Brothers’ lasting
impact on Stanners.
Beginning at St.
Ann’s Academy, the

Photo: The last
faculty of St. Ann’s.
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Brothers have always been a constant presence in the
school’s academic, athletic, and service spheres. Bros.
Michael Fisher and James Vagan are both Spanish
teachers. Bro. John Raeihle teaches Personal Growth
to Sophomores. Others, like Bros. James Norton and
Eugene Birmingham are guidance counselors. Brother
Vagan is also an assistant coach on the varsity baseball
team, and Bro. Bob Andrews is an assistant track coach.
Bro. Raeihle is the underclassman retreat coordinator.
In the past, the Brothers have served as administrators
at Molloy, but in recent years those positions are now
filled by lay people. According to Bro. Norton, the
Marist Brothers “try to keep the focus on the Marist
values, which would keep our students in touch with
the motto of the school, “Not for school but for life.”
We have always tried to be good role models for what
it is like to be a good Christian, teach others to do that,
and also to
be a good citizen too. All of these programs [the
counseling program, retreats, SMILE, SMCS, Marist
Youth] are about reaching out to young people, and
reaching out to their parents when we can, to help them
have the gifts they need to face the challenges in their
lives.”
The late St. Marcellin Champagnat once said “I see
the Marist Brothers in every country of the world.”
Today, the Marist Brothers have a presence in roughly
80 countries, including war

torn regions like Aleppo, Syria, and countries where they
cannot worship freely, like China. The Marist Brothers
go into some of the most volatile places on Earth to
serve out their mission.
Some even risk their lives serving in dangerous regions
around the globe. In the 1990s, eleven brothers were
killed in various parts of Africa. The Brothers command
a global presence, and choose to go into poor countries
to mainly serve young people and those in need, and
truly live as an example of Jesus. However, there has
been a slowdown of vocations in the brotherhood,
especially in developed countries like the United States.
Bro. Norton however said he feels “very confident
that the people who are here [lay people, students, and
teachers at Molloy] will have memories, and values in
their own lives, and they will continue that.” In addition,
Bro. Norton said that the Brothers will have a more
international focus. In the future, Marist Brothers and
lay people, from many different countries, will work
closer together in service projects around the world.
The Brothers will also broaden their scope beyond
education, and also focus in pastoral ministry, youth
services centers, and not necessarily focus on opening a
school. No matter what the future holds for the Marist
Brothers, they will continue to live out their missions
around the world, and serve Molloy to make Jesus
known and loved.
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New-Bees in the Hive

by Amanda Stachnik ‘18 & Dakota Racan ‘18

As the school year is now well underway, it’s easy
to notice Molloy isn’t exactly the same as last year.
Besides our new broadcasting studio and strength
and fitness center, four new amazing faculty
members have been added to the Molloy family!
Let’s take a look!
Ms. Woo is a new addition to the science
department. She is currently teaching freshmen
Biology. After asking her several questions about
her experiences at Molloy and her background
before she joined our school, Ms. Woo had some
fun things to say. She describes her experience so
far as “amazing” and “everything she wanted out of
teaching.” Ms. Woo first heard about our institution
through friends who attended Molloy for high
school, and when a spot opened up in the science
department, she left Cathedral High School in
Manhattan after teaching there for 10 years.
Mr. DiDonato graduated from Molloy in 2001,
and is now working here as our new Admissions
Coordinator. With an original passion for media,
Mr. DiDonato was unable to find a job in his

Ms. Kristine Woo,
Freshman Biology Teacher.

preferred field straight out of college, so he selected
an open position in over the phone customer
service. After consulting the Monsignor at his parish
about his feelings towards his uninspiring work, Mr.
DiDonato kept his eyes open and found out that his
old high school had an open position dealing with
his preferred field, media. He quickly jumped at the
opportunity and is back at the hive! After asking
him how it was to be back, he told us, “Calling them
(former teachers and staff) by their first names is
really weird.” Mr. DiDinato now helps out with
a mixture of tasks around the school, including
updating the admissions pages of the school website.
Ms. Featherston is currently working as an
accountant in the finance office. She was recently
employed at a large financial firm, Deloitte, as an
auditor. She decided to come work at Molloy after
finding out about the open position and wanting to
have a more balanced lifestyle. Ms. Featherston is
originally from Rockaway Beach, Queens. and got
into accounting after seeing family members and
friends struggling to get jobs in their preferred fields

Mr. Jonathan DiDonato ‘01,
Admissions Coordinator.

straight out of college. After doing some research,
she found out that there were many job openings in
accounting, and decided on that major. Luckily, she
was always better at math and science than English
or history. She also mentioned to us that “everyone
has been very welcoming,” after asking her about
her experiences at Molloy so far.
Mr. Amaro is the newest member of our very
own security squad. He is a recently retired Transit
Police officer, who worked nearby in the Briarwood
Subway Station. Not only was he working near by,
but also all of his sons have attended Molloy. Mr.
Amaro is from Maspeth, Queens, and told us, “I love
it here,” followed by our question of his experiences
at Molloy thus far. He also assured us that he takes
his job very seriously and the whole security squad
“has the students covered.”
We welcome all of our new staff and faculty to
Molloy, with hopes of their continued success and
love for the new parts they play in our lives.

Ms. Martina Featherston,
Finance Office Accountant

Mr. Amaro
Safety & Security Officer

Demographics At Molloy: How They’ve Changed
by Juliana Giacone ‘19

Most of us cannot imagine Molloy’s bustling
hallways not filled with people from different places
and with different cultures. But Molloy was not
always this way.
When Molloy started out as St. Ann’s Academy in
1892, for 108 years, Molloy remained boys only. In
2000 Molloy became co-educational, having its first
female graduates in 2004. This peaked application
enrollment, which went from about 1,350 in 1999 to
2,803 in 2000. In fact presently, there is an almost
equal amount of males (785) and females (719).
Molloy has always been true to its Marist values
of “inclusion and diversity of all races, cultures and
religions.” Molloy is a Roman Catholic high school
and like many Catholic high schools, students are
not required to be Catholic. Although religion
is a course everyone must take and masses are
sometimes required, Molloy does not force its
faith on its students, but rather instills its Catholic
values. Molloy’s ethnic and community diversity
has also vastly changed from when it started out
in 1892. Going from a school in Manhattan to a
school in Queens, Molloy attracted a wider variety
of students. Nationally the average percentage of
minorities in private high schools is 26%. Molloy’s

average percentage is high above that
number being about 46%. Molloy can
proudly state that the student population
mirrors the ethnic breakdown of Queens,
one of the most diverse places in the
world today.
Molloy continues to promote inclusion
by offering merit scholarships valued in
over $1,200,000 annually. Molloy’s value
for education allows families in possibly
lower economic brackets to send their
children to Molloy.
To further support its students’
education, Molloy’s faculty has an average
of 18 years of experience. Additionally,
the teacher to student ratio is about 19:1,
allowing students to have a smaller learning
environment, and a more individualized
approach.
Molloy’s demographics represent the
changing times, while maintaining it’s
tradition of excellence.
2017 International Day Activities. Photos
by Vassilia Plakas ‘18 & Jake Temkin ‘20.
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Walkathon: Stanners Walk for a Cool Cause (continued)
Upon speaking with school president, Mr. Richard
Karsten, he explained that there is a master plan that
will work in phases. The master plan which is the
installation of AC in all classrooms will take several
years. The first phase targets six classrooms along
Main Street, which are the warmest and also the
noisiest when the windows are open. Currently, there
is an engineering feasibility study underway with these
rooms which will contribute to the master plan.
Other phases will focus on electrical work to power
the entire system and then targeting more rooms
throughout the school over the next several years. On
top of the installation of AC there is also going to
be reflective heat film installed on all windows. This
film, already been installed in the library, will reflect at
least 30% of heat. Mr. Karsten stated that: “The film
is a very important piece of the puzzle and is very
efficient especially on top of the AC which together
will make the classrooms significantly cooler.”
Installation of the film should take a year to complete.

Top Left: Walkathon 2017.
Photo by Jake Temkin ‘20
Top Right: WTC Walk,
photo by Matt Ventura ‘18
Bottom Left: Seniors
participate in Zumba, photo
by Guitry Germain ‘18

Extreme Makeover: Molloy Edition
This year, Molloy meets more modern standards as
it welcomes the Class of 2021 and a fully integrated
iPad curriculum, new facility renovations and
additions that have improved the overall aesthetic of
the school. These long-awaited upgrades have both
students and faculty quite pleased.
To start off, the Marsloe Gym went through one
of the most noticeable makeovers. In the past, the
“back” gym has been the lesser loved of the two
gyms at Molloy due to its outdated atmosphere. The
floors and walls had accumulated a plethora of marks
and indentations due to years of use. The ceiling and
basketball hoops were also in poor condition. Along
with not being visibly appealing, the old Marsloe
Gym was stuffy and quite unbearable during the
warmer months of the year. Sport teams that had to
practice and play games in this gym often felt like they
were getting the shorter end of the stick. Games that
have taken place in the Marsloe gym have had lower
attendance rates, which could have simply been due
to the uninviting climate inside the gym. Needless
to say, the Marsloe Gym was in need of the TLC it
received over the summer. Now freshly repainted
and refinished, the Marsloe Gym has had a very literal
“glow up” making it appear just as modern and as eye
catching as its big brother, the Jack Curran Gym. The
locker rooms also received new paint jobs and will be
having some more work done on them this school
year, such as new flooring.
Another facility that received an update is the
weight room which has been completely renovated
and renamed the Strength and Fitness Center. With
new equipment and a different overall landscape,
the Strength and Fitness Center looks and feels
more spacious. Ceiling fans, squat racks, benches,
and dumbbells are some of the many new additions.
Members of the Track and Field team, Kristen
Mardenborough ‘18 and Joshua Titus ‘18, both agree
that the previous weight room was not very effective
due to the lack of space and frequent overcrowding.

They, along with other athletes, have high hopes for
the new and improved Strength and Fitness Center.
“Now there is a schedule for all teams to follow so
I think work outs are going to be more efficient,”
says Mardenborough. “I think this was a necessary
change. Now I can execute better and more efficient
workouts,” says Titus.
Funded by the pledges from last year’s Walkathon
is the new Video Broadcast Studio. Mr. Klimas, club
moderator of Molloy’s Broadcasting Club, hopes
to utilize the studio by the second half of this year
for homeroom announcements and in the future,
integrating a curriculum-based program. He says the
studio allows the broadcasting club to receive “good
publicity,” evident in the 120 students recruited from
the Activities Fair in September. Experience not
required, students can participate either off or on
camera as iMovie editors, videographers, anchors,
soundboard operators, or script writers. Mr. Klimas
hopes that the studio will “encourage people who
are interested in trying something new and possibly
inspire future careers.”
In addition, last year’s Walkathon pledges were put
towards the replacement of the cafeteria lunch tables.
Senior Lily Zakrzewski says, “I love the change! It
may seem as new tables would have a limited impact,
but I know for me it was a blessing. Before, I’d always
rip my stockings on the table I sat at.”
Within the classroom, new models of the SMART
board have been installed that are more efficient and
user friendly than the bulkier older versions.
The outer image of Molloy has also been noticeably
altered. The Main Street walkway that all Stanners
pass through either before or after school at the end
of lunch has been freshly repaved. The walkway has
been widened and extended to include benches and a
memorial garden in honor of the late Karina Vetrano,
Class of 2004. Mr. Karsten likes to call it the “Main
Street Mews,” as it is a beautiful space that can be
enjoyed by all who stop by.

by Linet Jacome ‘18 & Angelica Foronda ‘18

Molloy has undergone several renovations in
2017, some noticeable and some subtle. Many of
the renovations were funded with the help of our
generous alumni. While Stanners agree that the
changes made over the summer were good, they still
believe that there are more improvements to be made.
Students are in overall agreement that the school
bathrooms should be next in line for an upgrade.

Top to bottom: New lunch tables,
updated Strength and Conditioning Center,
and refinished and repainted Marsloe Gym.

A Sci-Fi Club Review: Blade Runner 2049
by Luis Real
Are you a fan of Star Wars, Marvel or DC? Or do
you just enjoy watching a good movie with friends?
Then consider joining the Sci-Fi club and participating
in their activities. Joining the Sci-Fi Club is a great way
to make friends and communicate with people who
have similar interests.
A fun activity that you can join is going to the
movies with the Sci-Fi Club. Some movies we will be
watching this year in theaters are Justice League, Star
Wars: The Last Jedi, Black Panther, Avengers: Infinity
War, and Solo: A Star Wars Story.
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The Sci-Fi Club recently watched Blade Runner
2049. I found the movie to be quite enjoyable.
However, it felt like the movie dragged on. There
were some parts in the movie that I
generally didn’t know what was going on. I didn’t
fully understand the story, but it was still fun to
watch. I love the acting by Ryan Gosling and Harrison
Ford. I also really enjoyed the lighting
and special effects in the movie. I think it was great
and I would recommend it to other Sci-Fi fans.
Mr. DaGrossa, a huge sci-fi fan stated: “I liked

the movie, but it wasn’t Star Wars. It didn’t hold my
attention due to the slow moving plot. Visually, it was
amazing. It was as if you took the old movie and put
it in HD. It matched the previous movie perfectly. I
loved Harrison Ford’s character. The plot was good
but the movie was too long.”
Seniors Julian Parra and James O’Neil agreed that
it was a confusing story line to follow but the effects
and graphics were great. Junior Nick LaBella said,
“Harrison Ford was phenomenal and he put on a
great performance.”

Broadcast Club Has New Home
by Justin Batista ‘20 & Sadie Lozano-Mieles ‘20
In the ever-evolving world of Archbishop Molloy
and Stanner High, you may have noticed that yet
another club was added to the wide selection
of extracurricular activities, that ranges from
complicated science experiments all the way to taking
care of the environment. Recently the Broadcasting
Club emerged and is still in the works. We just had
the opportunity to talk to Mr. Brian Klimas about the
brand new club and he had plenty of information to
offer us and any prospective students interested in
becoming a member of the broadcast club.

So far, the club has made one video: the
Walkathon video. Most students walked out of
Homeroom period both cheering over the fact
that air conditioning was in the works and laughing
at the excitingly innovative way the news was
delivered. The club plans on beginning test runs
for announcements, and hopes to deliver some live
announcements in the next couple of weeks.

agree it’s the enthusiasm radiating off everyone that
is the true heart of the club.

Photo by Jennifer Marry ‘19

Photo by Mr. Joe Sommo ‘03

Photo by Mr. Joe Sommo ‘03

Despite its lengthy setup and startup, the
broadcasting club seems to be off to a great start
and we look forward to its bright future and what
it has in store for the rest of us. We thank Mr.
Klimas for finding time to let us interview him
and wish the best of luck to the members of the
If you’re worried about not having any broadcasting club.
background in broadcasting, Mr. Klimas encourages
you especially to come out and try it out. “I’m
With a grand total of nearly one hundred and teaching everybody from scratch. It is a learning
twenty members, the broadcasting club has already club. I encourage people who don’t know anything
proved its potential by thriving in the short amount to join the club,” says Mr. Klimas. There are a
of time since it was established. The idea for a this number of different sections you can take part in
club was originally proposed by Mr. Penikas after such as making videos in iMovie or being on camera
seeing the success of a Broadcast Club in another recording videos, so don’t be nervous about being
school. Mr. Penikas noticed that through various new to broadcasting; you will learn something new
endeavors such as live news broadcasts and airing and have a large variety of activities to choose from.
sporting events, everyone was kept in touch with What’s the best part of being a part of the Photo by Mr. Joe Sommo ‘03
current events at the school.
broadcasting club? Mr. Klimas thinks that most can

What’s APPening @ Archbisop Molloy

by Sarah Rodriguez ‘18 & Uma Mohan ‘18

With the millions of apps, websites, and other media platforms for people
to communicate through, we find ourselves truly engulfed in the Digital Age.
Today’s youth indulges in the wonders of Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
and Snapchat. However, which app reigns supreme? Is it Facebook, the only
app where your mom is deemed your “friend”? Instagram with its artistic
atmosphere? Twitter and it’s amusing one sided conversation? Or Snapchat and
its fleeting glimpse of life?
What better way to find out than to ask the students! Following our digital
trend, Stanners submitted a Google Forum indicating their preference and how
it affects their everyday life. After hundreds of submissions, we were now able
to answer what you’re all dying to know: Which media platform did they choose?
SNAPCHAT! The baby of the bunch “streaked” its way to the top with 282
votes, followed closely by Instagram with 259 votes, Twitter with 98 votes, and
Facebook with 62 votes. In addition, the majority of Molloy with 74.8% agreed
that communications amongst friends is the main reason for social media apps.
With its new world form of communication with filters, streaks, and face swaps
fit for Generation X, it’s no surprise that Snapchat rose above the rest.
As a whole, Stanners weren’t shy to confess that they use social media apps
twice a day. In fact over 75.2% openly admitted they are held captive to social
media “ALL THE TIME.” “Social media is another way of socializing with
your friends. It’s like the messenger pigeon of our parent’s time!”, one student
sarcastically noted. The real question is: How does social media affect them?
While some were quick to add that social media doesn’t distract from their daily
lives, most acknowledged that they are more compelled to check their feeds
than to check Edmodo. Senior, Thomas McKenna, said, “instead of conversing
with the people around us, we’re stuck in a screen.” However, as privacy slowly
fades room for harmless cyberstalking becomes a nightly hobby, “We’ve become
intrigued with other people’s lives that don’t even involve us.”

Social Media today is synonymous with duplicity. One Stanner correctly
stated,“these apps have shown me that people tend to show a different version
of themselves on social media compared to in person.” Between the doggy
filters and flower crowns, individuals can truly take on a whole new persona at
the tap of screen. So, always remember to practice online safety. For a rule of
thumb: don’t post anything you wouldn’t want your grandparents to see.
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by Danielle DePasquale ‘19, Angelica Foronda ‘18
& Sven Larsen ‘18

by Sarah Rodriguez ‘18 and Uma Mohan ‘18
Jesse Ortiz’s Stanner career has been greatly shaped by his devotion
to his all-time favorite sport: Baseball. Since his Freshman year back in
2014, Jessie has been part of Molloy’s very own team. He has climbed
the ranks swiftly from JV where he earned MVP in his Sophomore year
to earning a spot on the Varsity team in his Junior year and winning all
city. He’s had his ups and downs like being benched due to an injury or
facing heckling from an opposing team, however for Jesse, “the best times
would still be playing baseball.” Off the field, Jesse loves cracking jokes in
class and spending time with his friends who he will miss the most when
he graduates. He wishes to be remembered as the “real one.” Funny, loyal, and trustworthy, Jesse is the
kid you can go to with anything. The highlight so far of his time at Molloy was the Junior Prom, “I have
never been on a boat...it was a totally new experience being with all my friends at a party on the water.”
Before his time in high school is up, Jesse plans to attend the Senior Faculty Basketball Game for the
first time ever.
Though Julie Moran’s childhood dreams of heading the cheer squad
and not having a locker near an onion scented bio lab did not come true,
Julie found solace in the reality of Molloy’s own high school experience.
It’s strong sense of community and academics provided her with a place
to flourish socially and intellectually. In fact, Julie further showcased her
knowledge by receiving a perfect score on her Physics regents and winning
the renowned bet between herself and Mr. Chong. What was the bet?
Well, let’s just say a certain teacher will be “balling out, yo” at the 2018
Senior-Faculty Basketball Game. Julie is a proud member of the Science
Olympiad Team and also a prestigious gymnast; she even has been coaching gymnastics for the past two
years. Devoted greatly to her sport, Julie prides herself in leading a class of 40 girls at DA Sokol, a nonprofit
gymnastics program, and teaching them not only about agility and flexibility, but also confidence and selfesteem. Looking towards the future, She hopes to pursue a career in medicine and before leaving Molloy,
plans to crowd surf through flooded hallways

College Decisions...Decisions...

by Sarah Doyle ‘19

Changing leaves and darker nights aren’t the only
tell-tale signs of a long school year. Every September,
College Night comes around at Archbishop Molloy
High School so that juniors, seniors, and even some
freshmen and sophomores, can learn about the
schools that might possibly become their new home
after they graduate. Roughly 110 colleges attended
the fair this year, ranging from public and catholic
colleges in the area to some across the country.
There was a wide variety of colleges attending,
many associated with Molloy’s alumni. The turnout
of students is usually between 600-800, and this year
it came close to 800. According to Mr. Esgro, head
of the guidance department, more work was put
into informing the students and their families about
College Night through emails and text messages,
which contributed to the larger turnout.
Making a decision regarding the next four years
of your life is probably one of the most important
choices a student can make. As a junior at Archbishop
Molloy High School, I know how stressful this time
can be. There are so many colleges to choose from,
so finding the right “fit” can be very difficult. I know
that the college fair helped me to start narrowing
down my choices, making it easier to pick out the
school that I liked the most. Many students enter
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having next to no idea where they would like to
attend college, and leave feeling as if they may
have found their next home, or at the very least
some more information to help them make
such a difficult decision. “Overwhelming” is a
common word I would associate with deciding
what college to attend- the amount of schools
to choose from is extensive. Factors such as
athletics, academics, location, and financial
aid and scholarships are common topics that
students and their parents have questions
about. The college fair helped to answer those
questions. Serious athletes and students learn about
schools that may offer scholarships. Moving away
from where you grew up can be terrifying or sound
like a new adventure, and a school’s location also
helps to narrow down the decision.
Some students, try to avoid thinking about this part
of the future which is not so far away. College Night
gives students an opportunity to learn about the
schools and have their questions answered. Visiting
all of these schools can take hours of driving, which
is why my peers and I are lucky to have College
Night. Finding the right school can be difficult,
and the opportunity to speak with a professional
representative of the school can go a long way. By

AQUARIUS: January 20- February 18 Being an
independent person is part of your nature, but this
year look for more ways to reach out to people you’ve
never met before. Joining clubs like SMILE or a
sports team to help you make new friends and learn
something new too.
PISCES: February 19- March 20 As the change of
seasons come, make sure you still remain centered
and focused onyour plans and goals. Take extra time
to schedule your tasks and meetings.
ARIES: March 21- April 19 Whether it’s filling out
college apps or practicing for your team, you are always
headstrong in your goals and work hard to get them
done. Continue the year with that same confidence and
attitude to make sure to achieve them.
TAURUS: April 20- May 20 As a spring sign, the
upcoming cold weather might not be what you’re
looking forwardto, but make sure to embrace new
change. Try look for positives in any negatives you
find in life. Balance is very important.
GEMINI: May 21- June 20 This new school year
don’t be afraid to take risks or ask questions when
you’reconfused in class. Be open to criticism and help
from your many peers, teachers, and counselors.
CANCER: June 21- July 22 Don’t be afraid to step out
of your comfort zone this fall! Perhaps you can join a
new club, speak your voice during class, or discover a
new part of yourself through Molloy. You should look
into the service trips offered this year!
LEO: July 23- August 22 Your voice and personality
are your strongest tools. Allow yourself to open up
to new people and to share your opinions in class.
Consider joining a new club or sport!
VIRGO: August 23- September 22 As an earth sign,
you always put your best effort in your work. Grades
and school work are important, but you come first.
This fall, don’t forget to make time to relax and
reconnect with yourself; maybe even consider an
Esopus retreat!
LIBRA: September 23- October 22 In spite of being
a scales symbol, balancing intense school work and
a social life canseem challenging at times. Make sure
to stay organized and set your priorities straight.
Remember, you are in charge of your own future!
SCORPIO: October 23 and November 21 Embrace
any opportunity to connect with more people. Don’t
be afraid to talk to new people by joining a new club
and opening up to your peers! It’s never too late to
welcome a new friend into your life.
SAGITTARIUS: November 22- December 21 This fall,
don’t let the stress of tests and school work overwhelm
you, many exciting opportunities are waiting ahead.
Continue to work hard and stay motivated.
CAPRICORN: December 22- January 19 Don’t lose
ambition of your goals and always seek out help
when you need it. Take advantage of extra help
sessions, the peer tutoring program, or study groups
to succeed in class.

talking to these representatives, a sense of trust and
a feeling of safety can be built between the college,
the student, and their families. The representatives
that came were patient and informative, willing to
answer any and all questions to help point students
towards the right path for them. By getting to know
the delegates of the schools, the students can begin
to feel as if they belong, making it easier to make such
a difficult decision. The college fair is a beneficial
event that helps the students at Archbishop Molloy
find the right college for them.
For more information on future college events at
Molloy, visit Mr. McGuinness or Mr. Esgro in the
College Guidance Office on the second floor.

The Storm: Eminem, Trump, and Politics

by Sebastian Germosen ‘20
There is no doubt that the Trump Presidency has
caused a lot of controversy across the US, as people
have shown approval and support of his actions,
while others have shown disapproval and hatred for
his choice of words regarding problems, issues, or
events that have occurred recently. Ever since Trump
has taken office as President of the United States, he
hasn’t fared well with the public, including athletes,
celebrities, and other world leaders. He has ignited
a “feud” against North Korea leader, Kim Jong Un,
voiced his disapproval of the NFL protests during the
national anthem, he has caused the White House to
become a dysfunctional environment filled with people
opposing their own leader, and is now the victim of a
hip-hop onslaught.
President Trump’s conflicts and troublesome
actions have caused a rift with foreign countries, such
as North Korea. North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un,
has threatened the US with nuclear war for years, but
tensions have risen ever since Trump has taken office.
As both men have criticized the other about being a
madman, “nuclear war maniac,” or a deranged leader,
banter between both men has become extremely
hostile. Trump’s banter against the North Korean leader
has included calling him “Rocket Man” and vowing to
“totally destroy North Korea” at the United Nations
conference. In response to Trump’s comments, Jong
Un goes on to call Trump “mentally deranged,” “a
political layman,”and “a political heretic.” As Kim Jong
Un’s threats of nuclear war strengthen and worsen,

Trump and the White
House have tried to
“scare” North Korea
and its leader, trying
to ultimately prevents
what could become
World War II.
September 1, 2016.
This is the day when
Colin
Kaepernick
decided to take a knee
during the National
Anthem. His silent
protest against the anthem was to show support for
people of color who are being oppressed in the United
States, and to take a stand against police brutality. It’s an
effort to use his voice and his position as a NFL player
to cause change for the people who are suffering, and
don’t have the same ability to create significant change.
A year later, it has grown into a national controversy
across the US, as numerous people have shown
support, while some have shown disapproval against
these protests. One of those people who has shown
disapproval of it is President Trump. The president
has attacked NFL players protesting the anthem,
telling his twitter followers to boycott the NFL. He has
voiced his opinion to NFL team owners to fire players
who kneel during the anthem, but his opinions have
not been supported by most in the NFL organization.
Trump’s campaign and task to win over the public

Back to the Future
The teachers at Archbishop Molloy High School
exemplify the motto “Not for school, but for life.”
Some teachers do this through inspiring the kids today,
and some do it through sharing their experiences as
past students here. We see how these teachers have
made Molloy not only a fun high school experience,
but a fun lifetime experience.
We asked a few teachers who were students
here why Molloy continues to be a life altering
experience. The 125 year history of the growing
Stanner family not only includes the students of
Archbishop Molloy High School but also St. Ann’s
Academy. After six years of being a student at St.
Ann’s and Molloy, Br. Brogan told us there is an
ongoing feeling of camaraderie and companionship
within the stanner family. Teaching nearly every
subject to the students at Molloy allows him to
have continuously enjoyable moments.
Ms. Kobinski’s ‘04 best moment at Molloy was
having a life-altering experience at Esopus. Once
Ms. Kobinski attained her dream job of teaching at
Molloy, she was able to volunteer with campers. She
continues to inspire other Stanners that she has met
along the way.
Mr. Sheldon’s ‘88 favorite part of being a student
here was the family atmosphere, which inspired him

by Ashmanie Persaud & Ettiman Kaur
to come back as a teacher. Now he gives back the
goodness he once received through dedicating his
time to various activities like Esopus. The biggest
change he saw in the school was the different people
and the roles they play or as he said “same characters,
different actors.”
For Mr. Maldonado ‘08, his favorite aspects of
teaching are the intelligent students he meets and
“the pool on the fourth floor,” but we have yet
to confirm. Mr. Maldonado’s did not forget to
mention his love for his teachers, his classes, and
his biggest inspiration, Mr. Kelly. By becoming an
inspiration, Mr. Kelly lived up to the quote, “live a
life with meaning.”
While Mr. Kelly ‘94 was a student here, he was
taught by Br. Ron Marcellin, his inspiration, who
taught him to live by the quote. By taking part in the
bond the track team has, the feeling of brotherly love
enhanced his experience at Molloy. For Mr. Kelly, the
biggest change was perception; he emphasizes that
he grew a foot taller. Now he is able to see classroom
from two new perspectives: from the teacher’s desk
and at a much taller height!
Mr. Power’s ‘84 favorite part of being a student
here was the lifelong friends he made and his favorite
teacher, no coincidence a math teacher, Br. Terence.

and gain their support has become a troubled part of
his presidency, as athletes and those who support the
movement of protesting the National Anthem have
shown complete opposition of our President.
“It’s the calm before the Storm, right here.”
Legendary rapper Eminem released a four minute
freestyle video, titled “The Storm,” attacking President
Trump at the BET Hip Hop Awards, where he
questions the President’s patriotism, criticizing his
policies and ridiculing his campaign promises. “The
Storm” mentions the topics of nuclear war, his golf
trips, Colin Kaepernick and the NFL protests, and
the wall. Eminem disowns his fans by stating in the
freestyle, “And any fan of mine/who’s a supporter of
his/I’m drawing in the sand a line/ you’re either for
or against/and if you can’t decide/who you like more
and you’re split/on who you should stand beside/I’ll
do it for you with this.” He excoriates Mr. Trump for
his responses to the recent violence in Charlottesville,
Va., the devastation in Puerto Rico from Hurricane
Maria and the mass shooting in Las Vegas.
With these problems and others that have caused
separation of the people, debate about the methods
of Trump’s presidency, and questioning about our
President’s use of words and actions, many question
if “Trump’s presidency has transformed America or
revealed it?” Celebrities, athletes, world leaders, and
those who oppose Trump from within the White
House, may put back the President’s antics or cause
them to fail.

The biggest visible change in Mr. Power’s eyes was
the school becoming coed, “thus more intelligent.”
(No complaints here!)
Lastly, Mr. Sheehan’s ‘75 admiration for the English
department developed from being a student at Molloy
and continued to him becoming the department’s
head. Mr. Sheehan’s favorite part of Molloy isn’t just
the family aspect but teaching the students and the
opportunity to give back. Mr. Sheehan mentioned
that he graduated in 1975, but we debate whether
he’s actually a 2015 graduate! Overall, the close knit
Stanner community consists of all of the people
from Molloy who contributed to the wonderful
establishment it is today.
Other notable alumni teachers that we all know
and love are: Mr. Attard, Mr. Martinson, Ms. Callagy,
Mr.Charvet, Mr. McGuinness, Mr. Morgado, Mr.
DiDonato, Br. James Norton, Mr. Dougherty,
Ms.Rayappa, Mr.Rizzotti, Mr.Flemen, Mr. Flynn,
Mr. Gallaghar, Mr. Gambino, Mr. Shannon, Mr.
Germano, Ms. Winters, Mr. Klimas, Mr. Karsten, Mr.
Barbera, Ms. Massowd, Mr. Niklaus, Mr. Quinn, Mr.
Rodgers, Br. Roy George, Ms. Sawyer, Mr. Stolze, Mr.
Katinas, Mr. Sommo, Br. John Rahle, Br. Aquinas,
Mr. Liable, Ms. Pastore.

Homeroom 1C Wins Freshman Field Day
by Kongit Amaha ‘20 & Ishveer Kaur ‘20

Ah, Freshman Field Day! The fervor, the excitement!
The aura of anticipation hanging in the air. Hundreds
of cheers echoing throughout the gym as a freshman
breaks a Molloy record. The day that only happens
once
for
each student
throughout
their time at
Molloy. The
unsuspecting
and
slightly
confused
freshman
Freshman Ike Anaege.
enter the day,
Photo by Danicia Gallego ‘18
not knowing

what great memories are to come. This year,
the winning homeroom was 1C, lead by all time
favorite, Mr. Gallagher. The high jumping section of
Freshman Field day has become very popular over
the last year. During the 2016 Freshman Field Day,
Peter Meehan jumped 6’2, breaking a long-standing
Molloy record. This year, Ike Anaege jumped 5’4,
which would have been third best if Peter hadn’t
jumped as high as he did last year.
Every year, Stanners from other grades come to
watch the excitement and reminisce the exciting and
youthful times of their own Freshman Field Day.
Mr. Klimas, one of the planners of Freshman Field
day said, “Every single year is great. The freshman
this year were particularly into it this year.”
Ike Anaege says that he was nervous, but excited

from the cheering of his peers.
An anonymous Frosh from IC said, “It feels great
to of been apart of the winning class of Freshman
Field Day. I had a great time with my friends.”

Photo by Jermy Singh ‘20
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They Had a Long Run: Molloy Says Goodbye to Fun Run
by: Jake Temkin ’20
On October 1st, 2017, Archbishop Molloy High
School held its annual, and final, Andrew Harvey
Memorial 5K Fun Run. Over thirty years ago,
the first fun run was held at Molloy, stretching
throughout Briarwood and including over 75
people. In 1997, Molloy Junior Andrew Harvey was
killed in a tragic train accident. The year after his
death, the run was renamed in his honor and has
been ever since. The event consisted of multiple
races for runners of all ages. These included the
5K, one mile, and little ones dash.
This year, the run grew to over 300 people
and raised over $3,000 for the Andrew Harvey

Memorial. Scholarship to benefit students in need. dedication and love for the annual run.
At the end of all the fun, everyone came together
Although the run will cease to continue, Mr.
in the cafeteria, where all thirty shirts from every Gambino says that he hopes the scholarship will
run since 1988 were on display for everyone to see. continue to offer future Molloy students a great
Videos were also being played on the cafeteria tv’s opportunity to be a part of the Stanner family
that showed multiple runs from over the years. It and will also continue to recognize and remember
was a reminder ofgreat memories made.
Andrew Harvey and the Harvey family now and
Heading the run every year since the beginning in the future. Andrew Harvey and the run that
was Mr.Gambino, the coaches at Molloy, alumni honored him are not with us any longer, but their
and student volunteers and the Harvey family, who memories and legacy’s will live on forever.
have also been a part of the event for over twenty
years. At this years event, both Mr. Gambino and Pictured Above: Students competing in the
his wife were awarded plaques of honor for their very last Harvey Run. Photo by Mr. Sommo ‘03

Winner Winner Soccer Dinner: JV Wins Title
by Kaitlyn Helfer ‘18

October 25, 2017: the GCHSAA Division A
JV soccer championship game. Emotions are
running high and nerves are through the roof. The
Archbishop Molloy girls are preparing to face off
against St. Francis Prep, their biggest rivals.
The game has promised to be a memorable
one; the teams are 1-1, Prep taking the victory in
September, but Molloy coming back to beat them
in their final league meeting in October. Molloy has
taken the first place title in regular season standings
over Prep. The teams had the same amount of
points, so the results of each teams cross-over game
against Kellenberg (a team from the AA division)
were used to break the tie. Prep had come up short
against the Long Island team, while Molloy won,
launching them into first place and directly into the
championship game.
The first half brought forty minutes of back
and forth. Each team had so many chances and shots
on goal, just coming short of finishing. The game
didn’t pick up momentum until Isabella Caridi (a
sophomore who transferred from St. Francis Prep)
put a shot in the back of the net off of a cross from
sophomore Natalia Piotrowski. With this, Molloy

had taken the lead! Now, the girls were hungry to sprints, and scrimmages had paid off. The hard
get a second one, ready to shut down the game for work of the season was evident in every single one
good. Playing with a new desire to win, the Molloy of them through their focus, drive, and incredible
girls were able to go into half time with the 1-0 lead, effort.
not letting any shots from Prep get past the keeper.
As the final whistle blows, they all know that
Now, in the second half, it was the critical showing up to practice every day and putting in the
time to score another goal. Isabella Caridi received work was worth it. This team of 24 talented girls can
the ball off of a Prep defender, cut to the left, and now call themselves JV Division A champions.
took a hard shot on goal. The keeper tried her
best to get a hand on it, but
couldn’t quite get a grip on it.
Molloy was now up 2-0, the
clock ticking down, gradually
decreasing Prep’s hope of a
comeback. Then in the 75th
minute, Prep scored off of a
shot just outside the box, but
it was too late.
With just five minutes
remaining, the Archbishop
Molloy girls continued to play
with the same fighting spirit
and attitude they’d come on
the field with. All the drills, Girls JV soccer team poses after winning the JV Division “A” title.

Senior Faculty Softball Game
By John Ziehl ‘18

On October 20, the class of 2018 took on the
faculty in the prestigious, annual senior faculty
softball game. The seniors put up a great fight
with the lead going into the bottom of the 7th,
although the faculty came back and tied it up until
ultimately ex-philly Matt Rissotti hit a walk off
3 run him run in the bottom of the 9th to end
the game. “It it was a fun and entertaining game
however I am disappointed we lost yet I do know
that the seniors next year will avenge the title of
the senior faculty softball championship,” said
senior Jesse Ortiz.
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“It’s been a humbling experience to finally
take a loss for once in my stanner career,” said
Alexis Boubev ‘18. Umpire Isaias Ramirez ‘18 and
Bobby Diaz ‘18 blew some calls to end the game
which ultimately led to the demise of the seniors.
Great coaching performances by John Ziehl ‘18
and Anthony Romero ‘18 were not enough to
take down the faculty!
Look out for more senior vs. faculty games
later this year, including the highly anticipated
basketball game in the Jack Curran Gym!
Seniors are all smiles depite their devastating loss.
Photo courtesy from Taylor Matos ‘18.

