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A Message from our Superintendent

Heritage’s Cassidy Morgan
Wins 2015 Spelling Bee

C

ongratulations to Heritage
Middle School eighth grader,
Cassidy Morgan, for winning
the 2015 PCLS District Spelling
Bee. She and sixth grader runner
up, Tysen Sanchez, challenged each
other through several final rounds
of spelling words in the 16 round
competition for the district title on
February 3rd, 2015.

B

			

eginning at the end of February, a new round of state required tests
began for our students in grades 3-12. In 2004-05, there were seven
state mandated tests our students were required to take in grades
K-12. Today, the number of state mandated tests our students take is 26 and
counting. Between Feb. 23 and April 28, third graders in Painesville City Local Schools will
sit for 10 different assessments in just the subjects of reading and math. Students in grades K-8
are also subjected to a battery of gifted assessments in not only reading and math, but science,
social studies, and cognitive abilities as well. These gifted identification tests are required by
the state.
All of these assessments require an enormous amount of preparation time on the part of our
staff, and cost our district in instructional time for students and in dollars for the materials
we must purchase in order to meet the state mandated requirements. No additional funding
for Ohio schools accompanies the seemingly never-ending stream of state required tests.
Assessments are being moved to an on-line format, requiring upgrades in technology and
significant additional cost for many districts in Ohio.
We embrace accountability and realize it is essential to maintain the quality of Ohio schools.
However, what kind of pressure is all this high stakes testing putting on our children? Is
the goal of public education to create the best test-takers in the world? The goal of public
education is to help students become well-rounded individuals who are prepared for the world
of work and higher education. Painesville City Local Schools provides our students with
world-class instruction and a well-rounded education. We strive to continuously improve in
everything we do.
Our students deserve a well-rounded education beyond test scores, and need tools for success
that go far beyond the skills they need to perform well on standardized tests. Creativity and
innovation, the ability to think critically, communication skills, collaborative work, global
awareness, information literacy and more are vital components of our students’ overall
development. These skills play a critical role in getting our students career and college ready.
In Painesville City Local Schools, with the help of our extremely supportive parents and
community, we are ready to meet these ongoing challenges in order to ensure our students
receive a well-rounded education.
I invite you to share your opinion with us by attending our many outreach opportunities. You
can find our dates and times for the Red Raider Roundtables and Parent Action Committee on
the district’s website.
					Your partner in education,
					Mr. John T. Shepard
					Superintendent
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Red Raider Preschool Rated Excellent by ODE

P

ainesville City Local School’s Red Raider Preschool program has received a five star rating, the
highest available, through a rating system developed jointly by the Ohio Department of Education
and Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. It is currently the only preschool in Lake
County to have achieved the excellent rating status. Of the 1600 programs rated so far in Ohio, only 70
have achieved the highest rating of five stars.
The “step up to quality” rating system assesses the program’s curriculum, qualifications of staff,
assessment processes, and family collaboration. Programs may receive 0-5 stars based on an on-site
review by ODE evaluators. Highly rated, quality programs focus on whole child development to prepare
children for kindergarten, not just on the pre-academics. Social-emotional development, motor skill
development, language development, and “soft” skill development such as persistence and creativity, all
have equal importance in preparing children for elementary school.

March 2015

Cassidy represented our district at the Lake County Spelling
Bee on February 19th. We congratulate her and all our
building and grade level winners!!!
School Spelling Bee Participants:
Chestnut
1st
Novah Ortiz.............................. grade 5
2nd Betisha Walcott........................ grade 4
Alt. Julie Vanatta............................. grade 4    
Maple
1st
Rebekkah Milliner.................... grade 5
2nd Mason Basham......................... grade 5
Alt. Jake Compton........................... grade 4
Maple AGT
1st
Alyssa Davis............................. grade 5
2nd Natalie Boskovic...................... grade 4
Alt. Alex Padilla.............................. grade 4
Elm Street
1st
Noe Porras-Rangel................... grade 5
2nd Andrea Garcia-Hernandez........ grade5
Alt. Destiny Kidd............................ grade 4
Heritage
8th grade – Cassidy Morgan – District Champion
7th grade – Cole Abercrombie
6th grade – Tysen Sanchez – Runner Up

Cleveland Food Bank
Provides Backpack Weekend
Meals for Students

T

hanks to the local
NAACP, The Greater
Cleveland
Food
Bank has partnered with
Painesville City School’s
Family Resource Center at
Elm Street Elementary School to pilot a program to
provide Elm Street Elementary students with meals for the
weekend.
Each week, the Resource Center receives bags of food from
the Food Bank for children participating in the Backpack
Buddies program at Elm Street Elementary School. With
the help of Harvey High School student volunteers, the
food is organized, placed in backpacks and distributed
discreetly to the students who will take them home each
Friday to combat weekend hunger.
Al Jones, the Director of the Lake County Chapter of
the NAACP, was instrumental in connecting the Family
Resource Center to the Greater Cleveland Food Bank to
help feed students in need.
Parents who are interested in enrolling their Elm Street
students to receive a backpack should call Amber Torres
Gonzalez at 440-392-5548. The district plans to expand this
program to other schools in the future.

IT’S ALL ABOUT LEARNING
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District NEWS
School Board Elects Officers –
Members Honored by Students & Staff

T

he Painesville City Local School’s Board of Education met on January
12th to conduct their annual organizational meeting. First on the
agenda was the election of the officers for 2015. Mr. Steve Costell was
re-elected president and Mr. Jeffrey Powers was elected vice-president.
Following the election of officers, a special ceremony was held in recognition
of School Board Appreciation Month. Students and staff representing the
schools thanked the School Board members for their service to our community
and district. They presented each of the Board members with “Thank You”
cards signed by staff and students from their individual buildings.
Also on the agenda was the appointment of school board members to various
district committees. These committees and assignments are as follows:
Curriculum: Kathleen Powers-Dolney and Charles W. Tackett
Facilities: Charles W. Tackett and Steve J. Costell
Finance & Insurance: Charles W. Tackett and James E. Dillard
Personnel: James E. Dillard and Kathleen Powers-Dolney
Policy: Jeffrey C. Powers and James E. Dillard
Pupil Personnel: Steve J. Costell and Jeffrey C. Powers
Technology: Steve J. Costell and Jeffrey C. Powers
Legislative Liaison: Charles W. Tackett
With few exceptions, the monthly meetings of the PCLS Board of Education
are held on the second Monday of each month at 7 PM in the MPH Presentation
Room at Harvey High School (200 West Walnut Avenue, Painesville, Ohio
44077). The community is invited and welcome to attend.

District Receives Clean Audit

T

he district has just completed their
annual audit process and received
a clean audit by state auditors
for the 2014 fiscal year. The audit,
conducted by an independent Cleveland
public accounting firm, Plattenburg and
Associates, covered the fiscal year budget
for the period beginning July 1, 2013 to June
30, 2014. At year-end, Treasurer Sherri Samac reported revenues of
$41,192,209 and expenditures of $40,287,894.
Yearly audits are mandated by the state and ensure school districts
comply with state laws, effectively perform their duties, and
implement internal financial controls. A copy of the complete audit
is available for viewing at the Board of Education office.

District Presents Literacy
Initiatives at State Conference

D

istrict
administrators
presented their Straight
A Grant Project at the
Ohio Statehouse in Columbus on
February 5th. State Senator Kenny
Yuko stopped by to see the great
things happening at Painesville
Schools. Administrators and teachers were given a personal tour
from our own Kacey Komjati, a Harvey graduate who serves as an
aide at the Statehouse.
Painesville City Schools was the first district in Northeast Ohio to
receive Round One money from the Straight A Fund. The money
was used to create the Literacy Labs at each of the elementary
schools to improve reading skills at the primary grades.

Abbigail & Adam Raphael from
Chestnut Elementary

Jonathon & Alexis Orozco from
Elm Street Elementary

Natalie & Alex Boskovic from
Maple Elementary

P

Check Out
PCLS.TV

CLS. TV is a web-based, student produced video program
containing an assortment of videos featuring Harvey High
and Heritage Middle School athletes, band members, choir
and student performances from all grades. New videos are produced
regularly and old videos are archived for viewing.
Videos can be accessed by clicking on the PCLS.TV link posted on
the district web site at www.pcls.net.

Harvey High School Presents
The Addams Family

T

he Harvey High School Music and Drama Department invites
you to their upcoming musical, The Addams Family. The
production is a musical comedy that includes all of the beloved
TV series characters, including daughter Wednesday, who has now
grown up and fallen in love. It is a light hearted musical that is sure
to bring many laughs as well as positive messages of love and family.
March 20 -7:30 P.M.
March 21-2:30 PM, & 7:30 P.M.
March 22 -2:30 P.M.
Tickets- $6 Adults, $4 Students – Senior citizens are Free

Register For
Kindergarten and
Preschool Now!
Call Lori Skidmore at 392-5080 for
information about Kindergarten and
Preschool registration.
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Harvey Art Students Create
Inspirational Mural for Police

R

ecently, Painesville Police
Chief Anthony Powalie
approached Harvey’s Art
teacher, Ms. Stephanie Timko,
with an innovative idea for her
students. The Chief wanted murals
painted on the walls of the police
station with inspirational images
that represented actions in the
line of duty. Several of Harvey’s
A.P. Art Studio students were up
for the challenge. After several days of creative preparation and
painting, two murals and the police mission statement brightened the
walls in the station.
The students had a great hands-on
experience, not only working in
large scale, but also working in the
community and interacting with our
local law enforcement. It was an
honor and privilege for our students
to be a part of this creative project.

SCHOOL NEWS
HERITAGE MIDDLE SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Principal Embraces Social Media
Principal Missy DeAngelis is utilizing Remind 101 and Twitter to keep
parents informed about middle school activities and events. Updates are
sent via phone text messages. Parents and students that would like to be
added to the general text message thread for Heritage Middle School can
send a text to 440-271-1154 with the message @hmsfam and you will be
added to the test message tree.
You can also follow Ms. DeAngelis on Twitter and receive Heritage tweets
@HMS_Deangelis.

Technology 101 Night for Parents
Heritage Middle School will be sponsoring a Technology 101 Night for
parents to learn the latest blended classroom technology, social media do’s
and don’ts, and Infinite Campus tutorials. This event will take place on
March 18th at 6:00 p.m. at Heritage.
All parents are welcome to attend this symposium style evening to
familiarize themselves with all the latest educational technology being
utilized to increase student learning and parent information.

Student Wins Local Lions Club Art Competition
Ana Hernandez, a student at Heritage Middle School, has won a local
art contest sponsored by the Painesville Lions Club. Hernandez created a
poster that was selected to be one of more than 375,000 entries submitted
worldwide in the 27th annual Lions Club International Peace Poster
Contest. Lions Clubs International sponsored the contest to emphasize the
importance of world peace to young people everywhere.

Students Participate in Day of Tolerance Activities
On January, Heritage Middle School students, faculty and staff participated
in “A Day of Tolerance.” In the morning, students viewed the documentary,
Bully. The movie features several middle and high school students being
videotaped for a year. The focus was on how they were treated by their
peers.

Infinite Campus – Parent Portal
Easy Access to Child’s
School Progress

P

arents are encouraged to stay up-to-date with their child’s school
progress and activities through the use of Infinite Campus
(IC), the district’s web-based, student information system.
This valuable communication tool can assist parents/guardians with
staying current on a variety of student related issues.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Verify and check attendance
Review your child’s progress reports
Review your child’s quarterly grades
Identify missing assignments
Access student performance by seeing teachers’ grade books
Monitor several aspects of student achievement
Monitor student attendance in class and to school
Identify test, quiz and project grades

The Infinite Campus Parent Portal can be accessed from a link on the
district’s main web site at www.pcls.net. Once a parent has loggedin and an account has been activated, parents can use the portal to
access their child’s information from any Internet connection at home,
the workplace or any public library. There is also an App that can be
downloaded for smartphones or tablets that gives instant access to the
IC database. (The institution code for the App is NRZWBP).

The remainder of the day was built upon lessons where students were able
to express and celebrate their uniqueness, become aware of how others are
hurt by words and actions, reflect upon the words of Dr. Martin Luther
King’s “I Have A Dream” speech, and learn how Alex, the main character
of the Bully movie, is surviving and thriving today.
In December and January, parents were invited to view the movie as well.
If any parent wishes to view the movie, please contact Ms. DeAngelis at
Heritage Middle School.

Five Harvey Students to Attend Elite College-based
Summer Business Programs
Harvey High School is proud to congratulate
five juniors who will be attending Economics for
Leaders business programs at five different college
campuses all over the country this summer. We
thank Avery Dennison who is generously paying
for all program fees through a grant from the Avery
Dennison Corporation.
We applaud each of these students for meeting the high academic and
personal standards and criteria required for acceptance into these programs.
They are sure to have memorable and exciting learning experiences as they
preview college life on campus.
Andy Abate – Duke University

First time users will need an activation key to create an account.
Parents can contact Principal Missy DeAngelis by phone at 392-5250
or e-mail at missy.deangelis@pcls.net .

Sierra Johnson – University of Chicago

Having trouble finding the link or logging in? See the Infinite Campus
How-to Video on PCLS-TV.

Molly Irish – College of William and Mary

OUT LEARNING

Elizabeth Wivell, – Cornell University
Myles Hammond – UCLA

Educational Foundation Awards Second Semester Grants

T

Holly Foecking- Maple Elementary – $419
Learning STEM through Roller Skating
A roller skating field trip gives students the
opportunity to study Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math. Students will be taking part
in a STEM lesson presented by United Skates of
America. The Science of Roller Skating will include:
– Identifying the parts of a roller skate and the functional
relationship to the skater’s body.
– Identifying the skating surface in a roller rink and calculating the
square footage using its shape.
– Learning basic math calculations by determining area, perimeter
and the volume of a specific area of a roller rink.

he Painesville City Schools
Educational Foundation is
pleased to announce the Fall
grant recipients for this year. Four
grants totaling $2,498 will be distributed
to teachers at Harvey High, Heritage
Middle and Maple Elementary Schools. The following is a list of 2014-15
second semester grant recipients and the projects being funded this spring.

Congratsulations to all !!!
Kristen Kosak- Harvey High School – $379
Data and Statistics Utilizing Texting While Driving Hazards
The project will engage statistics students at Harvey
High School in real-world problem solving through
mathematics. The students will design and implement
their own Statistical Texting While Driving study,
utilizing a golf cart and an obstacle course. They will
gather data about the student’s ability to text and drive through the course,
and then display the data in a presentable manner. The students will also
create their own phone application to discourage drivers from texting
while driving. The students will be out in the community presenting
their apps and educating the community through statistics about an evergrowing problem in our society today.

Sarah Stoltz & Catherine Naughton – Heritage Middle School – $1500
Teen Biz 3000 – Engaging and Motivating Students Through Reading
Achieve3000 is a computer-based reading program that reaches every
student at his or her own level. Children receive reading materials that are
not too easy, nor too difficult, but are at just the right level to help increase
his/her literacy skills and to prepare for college and career.
The Achieve3000/TeenBiz3000 grant’s purpose is to provide rewards for
student’s hard work and dedication to the program. Each month, students
will be given a different goal to reach based on various measures. The goal
is to build intrinsic motivation within students by offering small rewards
based on their individual success.

Sherri Heyges- Maple Elementary School – $200
West Side Market Trip Teaches Basics of Economics
Grade 4 and 5 Special Education students will go to West Side Market and
be tasked with finding and buying ingredients for a meal, while staying
within a defined budget. They will learn key economic threads and terms,
and be exposed to goods and services, resources, competition and financial
responsibility. They will also explore the wonders of the unique market
with its array of products and vendors.

The Foundation gives an average of $8,000 to teachers each year to provide
financial assistance for challenging, innovative academic projects for
students in the Painesville City Local Schools. The Foundation distributes
funds twice each year through its grant review program. Funding for the
grants comes from Educational Foundation fundraising events.

Harvey Red Raiders Honor Special Teachers –
Teacher Appreciation Night

H

arvey High School varsity basketball players honored a select group of teachers at the home
basketball game on February 6th. Earlier in the season, Coach Wojciechowski asked each of his
players to write a story about a teacher who had a positive impact on his life. The influence may
have been academic, athletic, social... or just someone who reached out to help them or show they cared.
At half time of the Harvey vs. Perry game, the following thirteen teachers were called to center court to
receive their story, and a personal thank you from the player.
Players and Teachers honored are as follows:
Jamiroquai Transou honored Mr. Phil Schar
Isaiah Haynes honored Ms. Chamia Peterson
John Carswell honored Mr. Nate Ferron
Andrew Jones honored Mr. Antoine Young
Justin Hughes honored Ms. Maritza Mejia
Joe Frame honored Mr. Roger Yarnell
Terrance Clark honored Ms. Jennifer Roberts
David Holbert honored Ms. Barb Dunagan
Derayle Robinson honored Ms. Colleen Bergmann
Christian Boykin honored France Wallend
Kevin Peterson honored Ms. Marlene Johnson
Jayden Dixon honored Ms. Kristen Kozak
Tieran Gaston honored Ms. Nell Rapport
We congratulate all these teachers for their dedication to their profession and to their students.
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