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THANKSGIVING
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent of Schools

Each year at the end of November, numerous families gather and give thanks for all of the
blessings received during the previous year. It’s appropriate as a school system that we should do the
same. By the time you read this article within our newsletter, we may or may not have a new governor;
may have more or less money for education; may have more or less doves that live in the area; and may
or may not have more republicans than democrats in office. None of this should have an effect on that
for which we’re thankful.
So, as spokesperson for our school system, here’s what we’re thankful for:
•
supportive, involved parents
•
smiling, hardworking students
•
dedicated, caring staff members
•
quality, safe facilities
•
committed bus drivers who handle all weather conditions in a safe manner
•
patient secretaries who handle hundreds of issues hourly
•
remarkable volunteers who make some of our programs amazingly successful
•
involved local police department that makes student safety its number one priority
•
board of education members who give endless numbers of hours to make sure all
kids get the best education possible
•
district and building administrators who deal with problem after problem because
our kids and community are worth it
•
former teachers and administrators who created the foundation from which we
work
•
local churches and community organizations that hold us together
•
local businesses who provide support year after year
•
anyone who loves Reed City, because you make us better
It’s easy to have left something or somebody out because we have so much to be thankful for.
However, it’s time to admit that we have things pretty darn good. Finally, we all have family to be
thankful for and, for me, that’s what’s most important; I love mine! Have a great Thanksgiving.
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The Board of Education typically
meets the THIRD Monday of every
month, with a work/study session
scheduled at 6 p.m. and a regular
monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
The
meetings are held in the Porteous
Academic Center (f/k/a MS/HS
Library), and are open to the public.
Any changes to the meeting
schedule may be found on the Board
of
Education
page
at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us. Approved
minutes of meetings will be available
online or at the Office of the
Superintendent, 829 South Chestnut
Street, Suite A, in Reed City.
Notices of special meetings and
committee meetings are publicly
posted online and at the Office of the
Superintendent.
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School Scheduling Changes
Information regarding school
closing or schedule changes
due to severe weather is
available on the following radio
and TV stations throughout the
school year:
FM Radio Stations TV Stations
WYBR 102.3
WWBR 100.9
WTCM 103.5
WKJF
92.9
WLXZ
96.7
WOLW 91.1

TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 8
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
Check Out our New Web Site
We continue to update and
improve our web site. Please
visit
us
at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us for
school information including the
Board of Education, district
policies,
calendars
on
WebEvent, school staff, contact
information, and much more.

Reed City Area Public Schools
Board of Education
President:
Richard Saladin
Vice President: Mary Lou Proefrock
Secretary:
Dave Lucey
Treasurer:
Jim Dawson
Trustee:
Richard Osborne
Trustee:
Sheri Thompson
Trustee:
Brian Zais

An informational Trimester meeting will be held
Wednesday, November 29, at 6 p.m. in the Porteous Academic Center
(library). We want you to be informed regarding the upcoming high
school schedule, and it is our hope that this presentation will answer
a lot of your questions. Hope to see you there!
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Guest Readers
by Matthew Langworthy, 2n d Grader
Mrs. Momany’s Class

This is about guest readers and they read some good books. Mrs. Momany and Mrs. Dahlquist
invited readers in this year to read to us. Miss Shank read us her favorite book Leo the Late Bloomer.
Mr. O’Dell read Cinder Ellen. Mrs. Rye read Stellaluna. Mrs. Momany read about a mouse when one of
our guest readers could not come in. Mrs. Moritz, our principal, read The Three Pigs. Mr. Westhoff, our
superintendent, read Stranger in the Woods. Mrs. Gilland read Mr. Peabody’s Apples. Mrs. Gilland is
Mrs. Dahlquist’s daughter, and she brought her six-week-old son Colton to introduce him to us. We can’t
wait to see who will read to us next!

Stand Strength Team
by Holly Gravelle, Student

Two kids were hanging in the air by metal. It was the Stand Strength Team that had come to our
school. They came for an assembly for us. It was so fun! I was glad that they came to our school.
They came to the 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders’ gym, but the little kids came, too. They came to our
school to teach us not to do drugs. The little kids thought it was cool, but a lot of 4th and 5th graders
thought it was fun, too. A teacher got a bent piece of metal from Iron man. Another teacher and a
student teacher got to rip a phone book in half!
They did lot of cool stuff like bend metal, rip a phone book in half, and lift kids in the air by metal.
That is only some of the cool stuff they did.

RCAPS’ 5 th Graders Go Wild!
by Wyatt Meese, Student
This article may get a little wild. Animals aren’t allowed in school, so why were a Bald Eagle, a
Snake, a snapping turtle, and a mink in the school gym? During September, a lady from the Michigan
United Conservation Club (M.U.C.C) came to school to teach 5th grade about our animal habitat.
The reason she did this is to tell us we are destroying animal habitat. When we build stores, and
use bug poisons, we are forcing animals to move. The reason the Bald Eagle is almost extinct is
because of the poisons people used to use to kill bugs – like if a small bird eats the bug, and a hungry
Bald Eagle eats the bird, a female Eagle’s eggs will be soft. Then, when the bird sits on the egg, it
breaks, so there aren’t many Bald Eagles.
She also showed us skins of animals that were killed. She told us the mink will prey upon
animals two times its size. The mink will prey upon the otter. The skins they showed us were an otter, a
mink, and a beaver. The snapping turtle was huge! While she talked about the snake, the snake curled
around her arm. It was cool, but would you let a snake curl around your arm? I wouldn’t! She taught us
lots about our animal habitat!!
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K Music and K-5 Art
“Coyote Creations”
First Semester Happenings
by Vicky Krantz, Teacher

K Music – We have a wonderful group of voices this year. We have been singing songs from the
Growing Up with Ella Jenkins CD. You have probably heard the students sing “Big, Bigger, and Biggest”
and “Farmer Brown had Ten Green Apples.” They love to perform the rhythms in “I Wonder Who’s
Outside My Door.” We have been working on the “Do-Re-Mi” scale along with the song from THE
SOUND OF MUSIC. We have also been singing and moving along with Raffi with “Six Little Ducks” and
“Shake My Sillies Out.” It is hard to believe that we have already started to practice songs for our
Christmas concert
K Art – We have been enjoying literature along with art this fall. We started out with a beautiful collage
made out of leaves, acorns and pinecones with the inspiration of Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert. Next, we were
motivated to create a torn paper collage of a “Wild Rumpus” after reading Where the Wild Things Are by
Maurice Sendak. We shaped animals with modeling clay after reading Crocodile Beat by Gail
Jorgensen. We enjoyed Mousekin’s Golden House by Edna Miller and then fashioned our own
jack-o’-lanterns complete with Mousekin. We studied Vasily Kandinsky and line. We also created a
collage in the style of Miriam Schapiro, which included a texture rubbed background, a construction
paper self portrait, and a family drawing upon an easel. We finger painted with the stimulation of
Albuquerque Turkey by B. G. Ford. It is time to think about Christmas projects!

Famous Artist Quote: “A line is a dot that went for a walk.” Paul Klee
1st Grade Art – Our first graders created leaf
collages after being exposed to Henri Matisse
and “Drawing with Scissors.” Next, the students
assembled Aztec Sun Masks after learning
about
cultures and
masks.
They
enjoyed
having
these
displayed
on
their
lockers.
The students learned about the
nonobjective artist Piet Mondrian and created
“A School of Mondrian Fish.”
Next, we
experimented with the primary colors and
created secondary color abstract paintings. We
formed colorful turkeys with cut pieces of our
color paintings. Christmas projects are right
around the corner!

2nd Grade Art – Our second graders started out
the year with our Indian corn project. Then we
studied Pablo Picasso and created our own
Picasso witches. If Picasso made witches, I am
sure that they would look like the ones that
adorned our halls. We learned about symmetry
by making positive/negative pumpkins. We also
reviewed weaving and created our own animal
weaving. Next, we learned more about Native
American cultures and experimented with line,
pattern, color, and texture by creating pots out of
construction paper.
Christmas projects are
coming soon!
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Coyote Creations continued …

Did you know…?
In Native American folklore, the COYOTE is known as the prankster with hidden
wisdom and with the ability to laugh at his/her own mistakes.
The coyote symbolizes humor, charm, and survival.

3rd Grade Art – We began the year with
watercolor.
Using the primary colors, the
students created secondary colors. Then they
used e
l aves to create negative space and to
stamp an abstract painting. We experimented
with papier-mâché and made globes for Social
Studies. We celebrated Halloween by making a
mask that covered a self portrait. The students
learned how important “halfway” is when
drawing a face with the correct feature
placements.
The students created sand
paintings after studying the Navajo. Christmas
projects are coming up!

4th Grade Art – As in the 3rd grade, we began
the year with watercolor. Using the primary
colors, the students created secondary colors.
Then they used leaves to create negative space
and to stamp an abstract painting. For a fun
Halloween project, we created sunsets using
watercolors. Next, we added silhouettes with a
spooky theme. We learned a technique in
symmetry and created positive/negative masks
in complementary colors. For Thanksgiving we
completed the “Four-Hands“ project while
reviewing line, texture, color, pattern, value, and
overlapping. It will be fun to create for our next
holiday!

5th Grade Art – We started out the year with our right brains. The students drew upside-down pictures
so that their left brain would not tell them how to draw and allow their creative sides (the right brain) to do
the work. Next, with the aid of a few “guest models,” we drew the contour lines of a scarecrow. The
students filled in their colorful masterpieces with oil pastels. Then the students learned about masks and
cultures while they created an additive mask made out of cardboard and tag board. The students
covered this with tinfoil and turned it into a printmaking tool. Using several colors of blocking ink, we
created a print in the style of Andy Warhol. Next, we talked about Native Americans and their Shaman
or medicine man (or woman). After studying Native American drawings, the students created their own
“medicine pouches” while reviewing line, texture, color, pattern, and value. It is almost time to make
Rose windows for Christmas !
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FIELD (TRIPS) OF DREAMS – CHILDREN’S THOUGHTS
Lansing was a long trip, but it was worth it. We
learned how loggers worked. We also know how
Indians traded wool for blankets, pillows, and
weapons. We also learned how coal miners
worked with mules. We learned how the House of
Representatives voted and worked. We also know
how the senate voted and worked. ~ by Kelsey
Wright
Ludington was fun. We first had to walk 2-1/2
miles. Then we went up into the light house. That
was fun! Then we went to the gift shop. Then we
went on a nature walk. Then we had 2-1/2 more
miles to go. But I liked it. Also we saw a lot of
sand dunes. We also saw a sunken boat. I really
liked going to Ludington. ~ by Madilyn Allen
I went to Ludington on a field trip. We climbed
the Big Sable Point Light house. We walked 7
miles around Lake Hamlin. I learned about Lake
Michigan and sand dunes. Sand dunes are made
by wind. It was a fun trip. ~ by Kayla Pollaski

We went to Lansing and saw the capitol. We
went to the museum. We saw a lot of stuff like an
old school house and a logging station. In the
capitol, we saw the glass floor. We saw the senate
and the House of Representatives and the
governor's office. It was so fun I want to go again.
~ by Chris Barton
We went to Lansing last week. It was really fun.
First we went to the museum, and then we went to
the capitol building. First I will tell you about the
museum. We saw Indian weapons. Our guide
talked about really old cars. My Grandpa would
really like it. Now I can tell you about the capitol
building. There was a cool glass floor. We also
got to see Granholm’s office. It was really cool. I
liked it all! ~ by Pilgrim David

Ludington was a long trip but it was worth it. We
walked seven miles. But we got our exercise. We
slid down dunes. We went up to the top of the light
house. We could see Lake Michigan from the top.
We saw a sunken ship in the sand. We had so
much fun. ~ by Monica Landis
Lansing was great! We went to see the capitol
and museum. The bus ride was 2-1/2 hours long!
In the museum we saw a school house from the
olden days. The grades were in rows. In the
capitol, we saw the House of Representatives and
senate. They sort of looked alike. I hope I can go
there again! ~ by Natalie Baughan

LIFE CYCLES
Second grade recently finished a Science unit titled "Life Cycles." Mrs. Stearns' class focused on the
section called "Predator, Prey, and Habitats." We each created a mural of what could be a Predator,
Prey, and Habitat. We had fun collecting or drawing pictures for each section. Now, when we see
animals, we know what kind of Habitat they may live in, and if they are a predator or a prey.
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KINDERGARTEN – MAKING LEARNING FUN
The G. T. Norman Kindergartners have started our year with lots of fun
learning opportunities in and out of the classroom! Our September “Fun
Friday” was all about apples. We went from room to room doing different fall
activities including making applesauce, apple tree headbands, and patterned
apple necklaces.
We also took our first bus field trip to Geer’s Pumpkin Patch and farm in
McBain where we took a horse drawn wagon ride, ate cider and donuts, saw
all kinds of farm animals (including Oreo cows) and were able to pick our
very own pumpkins.

During Fire Prevention Week, we visited the Reed City Fire
Department, where we learned a lot about fire safety and about being
a firefighter
We’re looking forward to lots more fun and learning this year during
our first year at G. T. Norman Elementary School!

G. T. Norman Elementary School
Welcomes
Jason O’Dell
Our New Assistant Principal

Mr. O’Dell was born in Midland, Michigan, on June 20, 1973. He grew up in the Evart area graduating
from Evart High School in 1991 (a classmate of our Mrs. Nelson, a 4th grade teacher!). Mr. O’Dell
graduated from Cedarville College (Cedarville, Ohio), in 1997 with a degree in elementary education.
As a teacher, he taught second and fifth grades for nine years in the Evart school district. Mr. O’Dell
completed his master’s work in Educational Administration at Central Michigan University. The assistant
principal’s position at Norman is his first employment as an administrator.
On the more personal side, Mr. O’Dell places great importance on his family. He and his wife, Amy,
have two children, Natalie, age 6, and Justin, age 4. The family recently welcomed a new addition to the
family in the form of a rat-terrier puppy named Urban! Mr. O’Dell’s favorite food is tacos and his favorite
drink is Pepsi. He is a football fanatic, enjoys traveling, and is a real jokester!
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REED CITY AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WELCOMES
SHANNON GRAVES, RN
NURSE EDUCATOR
AND INTRODUCES
SPECTRUM HEALTH’S
RURAL HEALTH ADVOCACY PROJECT
Hello! I am Shannon Graves, RN, Nurse Educator from Spectrum Health's Rural Health Advocacy Project
(RHAP). I am a graduate of Reed City schools, and have over ten years of nursing experience, primarily in
community-based health and, most recently, in the emergency room. I currently reside in White Cloud with
my husband and five children but continue to spend time in this community with my family.
I will be working with Reed City Area Public Schools and Trinity Lutheran School to improve the health and
independence of students. The goal is to ensure students are able to fully participate in the educational
process despite any medical concerns. This will be an exciting and ever-evolving process with the initial
goals being to identify students with health concerns and to develop emergency plans for the schools.
Spectrum Health has applied for a grant to begin May 2007 that would allow placement of health aides in the
buildings in the future. In the meantime, staff providing direct care to the students will continue to do so with
ongoing education and my availability on an emergent or consultation basis. I will communicate changes and
new programs as they develop so look for future news to come home with your child or in district newsletters.
My office is in the Middle School building and you may reach me by calling 832-6174 if you have a specific
concern about your child. In preparation for the influenza season, please note "When to Keep Your Child
Home from School" below. I appreciate the opportunity to work with your children and look forward to being a
part of health promotion in the schools!

WHEN TO KEEP YOUR CHILD HOME FROM SCHOOL
All children should be screened daily and excluded (kept home) from school and/or daycare when they have
signs and symptoms of illness that may indicate infection. The following is a list of signs and symptoms that
should serve as attendance exclusion criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fever, rectal (in infants) or oral temperature greater than 101 F or 38.3 C
Rash with fever
Diarrhea (loose stools that cannot be contained with a diaper)
Vomiting
Unusual tiredness
Poor feeding
Persistent crying or irritability
Breathing difficulties or persistent coughing
Yellow skin or eyes (jaundice)

When school/daycare staff members notice any of the symptoms above, the parents should be contacted and
medical attention sought.

