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Argyle School Distrcit was hit by an ice storm during the last week of Feb. 2015. School was canceled on Feb. 23 and 24 with an early release on Feb. 27 due to the poor road conditions. (Annabel Thorpe / The Talon News)

Seniors Signees Reflect on HS Career, College Decisions
Annabel Thorpe
Managing Editor

Friday night lights. He
lives for the feeling, the family,
and the game. Nothing will
take that away.
Senior Matt Hiter signed
to Trinity Valley college as an
offensive lineman on Feb. 4.
Hiter began his football journey in sixth grade and will
continue to play well into his
college career.
“I grew up around football,” Hiter said. “My grandfather was the athletic director,
so he influenced me to like
sports.”
Once Hiter reached
the varsity level, everything
changed for him.
“In middle school, it’s
slower,” he said. “It’s a bunch
of kids that don’t really know
how to play. Once you get up
to varsity, you are going fast.
You have to go 100 percent
all the time and know exactly

what you are doing.”
By playing on the varsity
team, Hiter found his love for
football and gained a strong
sense of family.
“I love the energy, adrenaline, and the bond between
the team,” Hiter said. “By
being around each other
all the time, you learn a lot
about every player. It’s like
being brothers. Everyone is a
brother.”
Later in his high school
career, Hiter experienced the
thrill of winning a state championship in 2013.
“Winning state in junior
year was the best moment in
football,” Hiter said. “There
is nothing else left in that last
game.”
Hiter’s run through high
school has not been completely seamless. When they
lost the state championship
in 2014, it instilled even more

passion for the sport.
“I didn’t want to keep
playing football,” Hiter said.
“But, after we lost in the state
championship, I needed to
keep going. I didn’t want to
lose the game.”
When his last football
game ended this season, Hiter
already knew his plans for the
future.
“Once it was over, I realized I didn’t want it to end,”
Hiter said. “My main goal is
to be recruited to a bigger D1
school. I am going to Trinity Valley for two years then
transferring to a bigger D1
school to keep playing football.”
Although he has bigger plans in store, Hiter will
always remember his time as a
senior at Argyle.
“As a senior, I feel a lot
of responsibility to the team
to show leadership and guide

them along the right path,”
Hiter said. “I want to show
them what it takes to be successful on varsity, so they can
do the same when they are
a senior. You know that it is
your last chance to win and go
out on top.”
Hiter was not the only
Eagle signing to a college on
National signing day. Senior
Cutter McDonald, a starter
on the varsity baseball team,
signed with Paris Junior College in Paris, Texas. His career
at Argyle has been both long
and successful. His time, while
challenging, proved worth it
after his college signing.
The recent signing day
with Paris Junior College
ended the long recruiting
process for McDonald.
“It’s been challenging
finding the right teams to get
exposure to and recruited by,”
McDonald said. “You’ve got to

Cutter McDonald and Matt Hiter sign at National Signing Day at Argyle High School
on Feb. 4, 2015. (Caleb Miles / The Talon News)

send a lot of emails to coaches, get a lot of exposure, go
to a bunch of showcases, and
play a lot of summer baseball.”
McDonald’s high school
career is not yet over. He still
has his entire senior season

to look forward to. After last
year’s run at state, McDonald
and the rest of the team are
optimistic for the future.
“I’d love to end my senior
season with winning a state
championship,” he said.

Boy’s Soccer Local Venue Teen Forms AHS Students
Makes a
Brings
Bond
Help Eaglets
Statement New Cuisine
to Last
Drew Estrada (9) sprints down the field to attemt to score a
goal for the Varstiy Eagles Soccer team against Decatur on
Jan. 30, 2015 (Caleb Miles / The Talon News) Eubanks/The

The local restaurant, Prime, opened about two months ago in
Argyle and serves a new style of cuisine. The venue has placed
ads across the town. (Josh Block / The Talon News)

To stay in touch, junior Synday Ward writes many letters to
her marine boyfriend that was called to duty in the recent
months. (Annabel Thorpe/ The Talon News)

Jeanna Sutton is in charge of ‘Eagles Helping Eaglets’, a
program that allows older high school students to metor
elementary children. (Erin Eubanks / The Talon News)
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More than six million people
tuned in to the premier of Better
Call Saul on AMC on Feb. 8. It
was the most watched cable TV
premiere in history within the 1849 demographic (a fancy word for
target audience). To emphasize the
significance of this, Breaking Bad,
Better Call Saul’s parent show,
only managed to score 1.4 million
viewers on its opening night.
Needless to say, Better Call
Saul is a hit. It is not just a hit
because it pulled in such significant ratings, but mainstream
critics and fans alike praise the
series nearly to death. The Internet Movie Database gave Better
Call Saul a 9.5 out of 10 stars, and
the critic-run website, RottenTomatoes.com, awarded it a “100%
fresh” rating.
For those less informed,
Breaking Bad was a drama that
aired on the cable television network, AMC. The show featured a
middle-aged high school chemistry teacher who begins baking

methamphetamines in order to
better provide for his family. As
you would (or wouldn’t) expect, a
drug-dealing high school teacher
is going to need a handy, criminally informed, slime ball lawyer
to help him launder his money
into legal tender. We met Saul
Goodman, a confident, fast talking attorney who almost always
crosses the line of legality for his
clients, most of whom are criminals themselves.
Despite his line of work, Saul
is an undeniably likable, energetic person who is nothing but fun
to watch. He is entirely deserving
of his own television series, and
Bob Odenkirk does a wonderful
job portraying him.
The first two episodes of
Better Call Saul are mandatory
viewing as the show is one of the
most well written television series
on the air. Breaking Bad creator
and show runner Vince Gilligan
returns to direct the first episode. Saul promises a 100 percent
unique experience that holds up
on it’s own. Saul Goodman is

more than capable of shouldering
his own backstory.
The cinematography was
absolutely stunning as well, with
gorgeous views of the desert plains
surrounding Albuquerque, New
Mexico. Gilligan is an avid user of
extreme close-up shots, many of
which offer key insights as well as
hints about future occurrences in
the series.

Smart. Clever. Intense. Dramatic. Stunning. Tragic. Hilarious. Better Call Saul is the most
interesting show on television,
and it promises to remain that
way for quite a while. This show is
too good not to be a part of your
Monday night schedule, or at the
very least a treasured piece of your
DVR space.

Tasty Treats to Find at Roots Coffee Shop
Erin Eubanks | Reporter
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A small but growing community of cappuccino lovers has
established its “roots” in Highland
Village’s new craft coffee shop,
Roots. This all-natural brewery
makes each drink carefully by
hand and takes pride in their
peacefully cozy atmosphere. The
urban furniture and artistic decorations create the perfect place
to meet up with friends, work on
homework, or just enjoy a nice
cup of coffee.
The modish java joint opened
in the spring of 2013 in the heart
of the Highland Village community. Immediately the shop gained
its reputation as a relaxed hangout
and study shop. Customers of
all ages fill the modern seating,
though it’s typical to find mainly
high school and college students
catching up on their studies.
Coffee is clearly the specialty
of the cafe. Roots has a wellrounded menu for every type of
espresso drinker out there. In
addition to the basics such as
cappuccinos, macchiatos, and
mochas, they also have signature
drinks like favorite local latte,
Honey Vanilla. Homemade ingredients such as vanilla and chocolate can be found throughout the
menu to be paired perfectly with
local honey and sugar to make a
delicious warm or cool drink.
There are other drinks and
foods to be found that can accommodate those looking for more
than just a cup of coffee. A pastry
case sits in front of the register
displaying freshly baked goods
from Flour Shop Bakery. Oatmeal
and fresh fruit are recommended

Roots Coffee Shop is a local venue that serves coffee coffee to customers looking for a cozy dinning experience. ( Erin Eubanks / The Talon News)

along with a coffee or tea drink.
In addition to organic snacks,
Roots offers a lunch menu with a
gourmet-styled sandwich and a
“Grown-Up Grilled Cheese”, both
using natural and local ingredients.
Perhaps the most inviting part of Roots is the sense of
community that can be found
within the cafe. Each barista has

a unique personality that adds to
the already comfortable atmosphere. Upon entering the coffee
shop, every customer is greeted
with a smile. Nearly everyone in
the building is willing to become
acquainted with newcomers,
who will soon be feeling like best
friends. At Roots, it is not rare to
find someone willing to give up
a seat for others, or offering to

throw away leftovers.
From the amazingly relaxed
atmosphere to the freshly steaming coffee, Roots is becoming
more popular for casual hangouts
and study sessions. The sense of
community separates this coffee
shop from the others as you can
always find a pleasant conversation waiting to happen.

“When the Internet Fails”

Illustration by Ciara Carr and Ashley Thurston / Special Contributors
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WARNING ICE: When Should School Be Canceled?
School District Made Best Decision With Information Available
Matt Garnett
Editor-in-Chief

Winter storms hit the town of Argyle starting Feb. 23 and lasted until Feb 29 . Traffic was backed up on the main roads like high
ways 377, 407, and 114. (Caleb Miles / The Talon News)

North Texas’ recent
winter storms have called into
question the school districts’
bad weather policies. Some
criticize the school for its early
dismissal on Feb. 27 because
it put many young drivers on
the road during poor conditions. Although student safety
is of the utmost importance
for every school district, it is
impossible to predict exactly
how the weather is going to
precipitate.
At 8:00 a.m. on Feb. 27
the National Weather Service issued a winter weather
advisory. The advisory called
for approximately one to
three inches of snow starting
around 10:00 a.m. Many people in the district believe that
this should have been ample

information to call school off
for the day, however, Texas is
notorious for not following
weather forecasts. The roads
were plenty safe at 8:00 a.m. to
get everyone to school.
By holding school until
10:30 a.m., which is when
the early dismissal was put
into effect, the school district
avoided losing money for
missing the day and avoided
making up the day later in the
year. Obviously a students’ life
is much more important than
a day’s worth of money from
the state, however, the district
had closely monitored the
roads and given the correct
precautions. Everyone should
have been able to make it
home safely.
No, Feb. 27 was not the
ideal situation. It came down
to suggestions from the National Weather Service and

surrounding independent
school districts (ISD), and,
weighing in both sides of the
equation, decided that coming
to school and releasing early
was the best solution to the
problem. It may or may not
have been the best decision,
but ISDs are constantly faced
with problems that are not
black and white. Some solutions are better than others.
At the end of the day,
it was obvious that school
should not have been held.
The road’s conditions ended
up being poor and the precipitation accumulated faster than
anyone had expected. Many
students will complain about
the school district’s decision
reguarding the early release,
but it is unlikely that any students will complain that they
get to enjoy summer vacation
a day earlier now.

dangerous it becomes outside.
In the future, more
things can be done to help
an omitted day of learning.
Online classes can be put
into place by the school to get
the students their necessary
amount of learning for the
day, but they can not go to
school when conditions are
as bad as they were on Friday.

It would not create a necessary amount of learning for
the students with guaranteed
safety for everyone. When the
weather puts lives at stake,
school needs to be called off.
There is no reason to risk so
much for so little. School is
important, but one individual
day will never be worth one
individual life.

Students Lives Put at Unnecessary Risk Due To Poor Decision
Chris Piel
Reporter

In the past week or so,
weather has become a question of concern. When should
school be called off? Icy and
snowy conditions can be
dangerous for everyone on
the road. Simple mistakes
can change the outcome and
cost people their lives. On
Friday, Feb. 27, school was
dismissed at 10:30 a.m. due
to progressive snowfall that
would continue throughout
the day. The weather was not
a surprise; it was expected.
Everyone in the high school
was put on the road at the
same time with inches of
snow falling, and predictions
of up to eight inches. When
the roads become dangerous, it is important to keep
people off of them. School
should be cancelled before
the snow comes. When the
chances of snow were as high
as they were on Friday, why
even come to school? In spite
of the need for students to be
learning, students should not
be allowed to come to school
when the conditions were as
poor as they were Friday.
Poor road conditions are
dangerous, plain and simple.
People can die and have died
due to poor driving conditions. Putting everyone out
on the road at the same exact

time just increases the likelihood of an accident. The
administration should look
forward at weather conditions
and cancel school earlier if
they know the conditions are
going to be like they were on
Friday. When no clear decision is made early, and everyone is forced to wait around,
conditions only worsen outside. It was said snow would
come that morning and stay
until after school dismissed.
The roads were not ever going
to be completely safe after it
started; they would only get
worse. School should have
been canceled.
There is no point in coming to one or two class periods
then rushing out the door to
the winter wonderland outside. People could have died
exiting the school for less than
two hours of learning. That is
not worth it. Students showed
up to school, stayed for a minuscule amount of time, and
all left at the same time on the
jam packed roads covered in
a layer of snow. That is putting lives at stake. There were
hundreds of accidents in the
DFW area recorded throughout the course of Friday. In
the past, several deaths have
occurred because of high
school students put out on
icy roads. Even the sidewalks
were dangerous. A member of
the administration slipped on

the ice and had to be taken to
the hospital.
The snow was anticipated.
The roads would be unfit for
travel once it started to fall,
and school went on as usual
all the same. It wasn’t anticipated to start later; it started
just like what was predicted.
Some schools, such as Dallas ISD, chose to continue

with school. This just lets the
conditions get worse. People
have to get on the road at
some point. It does not make
any sense to let the conditions
get worse outside and let the
roads get more dangerous.
The snow was not going to
stop. The roads were not going
to get any better. The longer
that the school waits, the more

The week long winter storm caused ice and snow to cover the highway causing poor weather conditions. (Caleb Miles / The Talon News)
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All-State Qualifiers Head to San Antonio for State Finals

Left to right: Sierra Albanesi, Morgan Parkey, Riley Barnes, Clarissa Medrano, Emily Young, Carley Johnson, Nathan Little, Aric
Kline, and not pictured Ben Roney all qualified for State Concert Band at Argyle High School on Feb. 3, 2015. (Caleb Miles / The
Talon News)

Brayden Ratcliff
Reporter

The state band finalists
traveled to San Antonio from
Feb. 10-14 to audition for
their chairs, and then prepared for their concert that
took place on Feb. 14.
Sierra Albanesi, Riley
Barnes, Carley Johnson, Clarissa Medrano, Morgan Parkey,
Ben Roney, Emily Young, and
two who made the 6A band,
Aric Kline and Nathan Little,
and their directors, talked
about their preparations and
anticipations for the 2014-

2015 Texas Music Educators
Association (TMEA) state
band.
“I was really happy when I
found out I qualified for state,”
senior Carley Johnson said. “I
couldn’t believe it, and I don’t
think I really realized what
had happened until I had time
to process the fact that I had
made it.”
Despite it being a state
marching year, the directors
were amazed at the students’
determination in their individual competitions, which
require many additional hours
of practicing.

“All the kids who made it
to the state level came in for
extra help more than in years
past,” Director of Bands Kathy
Johnson said. “I was really
proud of them, and that all of
their hard work paid off.”
Though the students
already knew they made the
state band, they had one more
audition to determine their
chair placement.
“Ever since I found out
I made state, I’ve been at
school practicing until five,”
junior Morgan Parkey said.
“I thought it was really cool
when you put a lot into it and

it pays off.”
The students had a positive attitude preparing for the
auditions.
“I am just going to look
over and practice my audition
music and not stress about
it,” senior Clarissa Medrano
said. “Although, it isn’t as
super competitive as it is more
of a fun experience.”
Making the state band in
itself is a great feat, but receiving the honor as an underclassman is a rare occurrence.
“I don’t think I would
feel much different than if I
was older,” sophomore Sierra
Albanesi said. “I think it was
just a matter of how much I
practiced.”
In addition, two students
competed in a higher qualification level.
“Its a good feeling knowing that I’m in the 6A division,” senior Aric Kline said,

“since Nathan and I are the
first two from the school to
make it, we are leaving something behind for future Argyle
high school students.”
With multiple returning
state band members, the students talked about their hopes
for the trip to San Antonio.
“I’m looking forward to
seeing all of the friends I’ve
made before,” Kline said. “It’s
fun to meet other people that
love what they do, too.”
In San Antonio, the students had 2-3 rehearsals each
day, all leading up to their
concert.
“We are pretty tired when
we get back to the hotel each
day,” Johnson said, “but we get
a lot of professional development when we go to these
clinics.”
The students had guests
from all over the world come
to listen to them.

“Anyone can come to the
conference,” Johnson said,
“There’ll be people from Japan
and from other states, because
we have a reputation in Texas
for having really good conferences, conferences that have
a lot of professional development.”
Students approach TMEA
as a chance to prepare themselves for their future careers.
“I think TMEA has
helped me by giving me more
performance opportunities,”
Kline said, “and by giving me
more connections.”
While the contest allowed
students to continue practicing their craft at the state level,
they also gain other lessons
in life.
“It really inspires the
kids,” Johnson said. “They
have a different outlook when
they come back here, just of a
bigger world outlook.”

Students Await Spring Break

‘Eagles Helping Eaglets’
Provides Student Mentors
for Hilltop’s ‘Little Eagles’
Avery Austin
Reporter

Every month, about fifty
elementary school children,
grades kindergarten through
fourth grade, meet in the
high school lecture hall for
an after school program. This
program, lead by Jeanna Sutton, is called Eagles Helping
Eaglets. Under the guidance
of Mrs. Sutton, high school
volunteers mentor and play
with kids in the hopes of providing good role models.
“I used to teach ESL, so
I knew that there was a need
for English second language
helpers,” Sutton said. “I just
thought that would be a great
thing because it would be
something that put together
the elementary school and
high school kids and build
community.”
At the beginning of
the program, not many kids
were a part of Eagles Helping
Eaglets. Now there are enough
high school students signed
up that some kids have two
high school students assigned
to them.
“Eagles Helping Eaglets

has been going on for four
years,” Sutton said. “We
started with about six buddies
who needed help academically, and now we have about
fifty kids.”
While this program
changes the lives of kids,
the high school students are
inspired it too.
“I joined because I
remember how I felt when
I was in elementary school,”
sophomore Lauren Oellerman
said. “I think having an older
student to hangout with, even
for just twice a week is really
cool, and I love hanging out
with little kids. They have the
best imaginations.”
The Eaglets aren’t chosen
for the program for academic
reasons alone. Some of the
eaglets are chosen because of
social problems, or because
they simply need someone to
look up to.
“My little Eaglet has
definitely become more
social since I first met him,”
sophomore Brooke Daniel
said. “He’s in kindergarten,
and barely talked the first few
times I would see him. Now

he is talking to me and answering all of my questions.”
Eagles Helping Eaglets
also brings together the high
school and elementary school,
where as typically they remain
separate.
“I think that a lot of
people feel like because argyle
is such in a fluent community
that we don’t have kids that
might have a special need,”
Sutton said. “I think it opens
your eyes to see that there
are people like that. It also
helps you to learn at a young
age that community means
giving back and serving other
people.
The program is teaching
the high school students great
life lessons that are carried
throughout their daily lives.
“Eagles helping Eaglets
has definitely taught me to be
grateful to get a chance to help
out somebody that might not
of otherwise gotten that help,”
Daniel said. “It also taught me
the importance of building a
relationship where somebody
gets to learn from you and
you get to learn from them.”

Mrs. Sutton speaks to her students about Eagles helping Eaglets, a program centered around being good role models for
elementary students. (Erin Eubanks/ The Talon News)

Students pack up their car with luggage, guitars, balls, and dogs for a Spring Break trip. (Erin Eubanks / The Talon News)

Erin Eubanks
Reporter

Spring Break is a muchanticipated holiday that gives
students some time to breathe
and relax amidst the hectic
second semester. During this
quick sneak peak of freedom,
students scatter all over America, some even out of country,
to maximize their time spent
away from school.
“I’m going to Arizona
to visit my brother, Nick, in
college,” sophomore Madison
Ralston said. “We’re actually
going to rent out a condo
that’s close to some mountains
that we can ski on while we’re
visiting him.”
Exchange student Steffi
Meiers relates her plans to
those back home.
“Spring Break is actually
pretty different here than in
Germany,” Meiers said. “Usually we save going on vacation
for summertime, but this year
we plan on going to Washington D.C. and New York to visit

my host mom’s sister.”
Often sports schedules
interfere with the break.
“Last year we had a volleyball tournament that took
up a lot of spring break, so
that was definitely a downside,” sophomore Caleigh
Ramsey said. “This year,
though, we’ll most likely make
it on our planned vacation to
the beach where I can catch
up on sleep and just relax.”
Sophomore Maggie Hederich will be dedicating her
break to cheerleading.
“I am going to Las Vegas
for a cheer competition with
my team, the Pumas at Cheer
Athletics,” Maggie Hederich
said. “It’s the first year they’ve
had this competition and
it’s pretty big, so I’m looking
forward to Spring Break.”
The winterguard team will
have a competition towards
the end of Spring Break.
“We have winterguard
championships at the end of
Spring Break,” sophomore
Jenna Martin said. “We spend
all day Saturday practicing

and getting ready to perform.
Then afterwards, we go out to
dinner and just celebrate the
season together. It’s a great
part of Spring Break, even
if we have to go to sleep at a
normal time.”
With all the various
activities planned for spring
break, all students enjoy one
thing: no school.
“Having no school means
catching up on sleep and
watching Netflix, so of course
I love spring break,” sophomore Ruby Dekay says.”
Even with no plans yet,
students still look forward to
the break.
“We’re not quite sure what
we’re doing yet for spring
break, but regardless of what
we decide on, I won’t be in
school and that is something
to look forward to,” Reeves
Moseley said.
Whether going out of
town, playing sports, or just
catching up on sleep, all students find a way to enjoy the
brief moment of freedom that
is spring break.
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Defining Moment Establishes Partnership that Lasts
more special’.
“It was incredible,” Smith said.
“Being able to do
that with your
girlfriend—it made
us stronger because
we spent two weeks
straight together.
That’s not easy to do
with anybody.”
The changes
India brought to
their relationship
had many effects,
but even from the
beginning of their
Juniors Ty Smith (left) and Kennedy Cullum (right) partake in a couple’s photoshoot within the
relationship,
and their
halls of Argyle High School on Feb. 2, 2015 in Argyle, TX. (Annabel Thorpe / The Talon News)
first date at the Yogurt
Annabel Thorpe | Managing Editor
“That was the best ‘date’
Store, the couple has
ever,” Cullum said. “We
experienced memorable moIn every relationship,
thought we would get so sick
ments that have bonded them.
there are certain moments
and tired of each other, but we
“We went to Eureka Park
that bond a couple together.
never fought while we were
for our second date,” Cullum
For juniors Kennedy Cullum
there. We were really happy
said. “He was wearing khaki
and Ty Smith, their epiphany
the whole time.”
pants and a nice shirt, and we
occurred 8,712 miles away
The entire experience
were swinging on the swings
from home.
changed the caliber of their
when he decided he wanted
Cullum and Smith travrelationship.
to show off. So, he jumps off
eled to India during winter
“Knowing we can spend
and when he squats down his
break to perform missionthat long of time together
pants ripped! We were calling
ary work. For two weeks
and not argue made us a lot
his friends saying ‘Hey! You
they built homes, spread the
closer,” Cullum said.
need to bring us some pants!’”
gospel, and brought ChristWith it being Smith’s secHowever, Smith saw the
mas presents to those in need. ond time in India, he thought
endeavor from a different
The amount of hours spent
accompanying Cullum to her
point of view.
together affected their relafirst continental mission trip
“I kept thinking ‘oh man,
tionship permanently.
made the experience ‘even
I have to impress this girl’,”

Smith said. “I was going to do
a backflip but couldn’t, so I
tried to jump as far as I could,
and when I landed my pants
ripped. It was so humiliating.
I didn’t want to walk around
with my butt hanging out the
rest of the date!”
After their dramatic
second date, Cullum
and Smith realized
they had something exceptional
and made their
relationship official on June 10,
2014.
“We have always been pretty
good friends,”
Smith said. “But, I
love her personality,
and she’s funny. She
makes me laugh a lot,
so we decided it was
time to make it official.”
Since then, the eightmonth couple has started to
think about their future
and the dreaded seven
letter word: college.
“We have been
thinking about college
and stuff like that,” Cullum said. “I’ve been wanting
to go to Blinn or A&M, and
he wants to go play football
somewhere. But, his backup

plan is if he doesn’t play
football then he wants to go to
Blinn with me. We don’t know
for sure yet, but we will stay
close.”
For now, however, the
couple enjoys the little things

in life, like watching Breaking Bad, as Smith claims it
is “more fun than anything
else”. This simplicity is one
of the things that holds them
together along with other
positive attributes that makes
Cullum believe it is “a relationship to last”.
“He makes me feel so
special and always makes sure
I’m good,” Cullum said. “Trust
is the most important thing
in a relationship, and we
definitely have that.”

Kennedy Cullum (left) and Ty Smith (right) share an intimate embrace.
(Photo Illustration by Annabel Thorpe / The Talon News)

Student Forges Bond Through Long Distance Relationship

Top Left:Junior Sydney Ward writes a letter to her army enlisted boyfriend at Argyle High School Dec. 16, 2014 in Argyle , TX.
(Annabel Thorpe / The Talon News)

Micki Hirschhorn | Reporter

It was a casual day at
home when the phone rang
and her loved one’s name
flashed across the screen. The
conversation that followed
would alter her life for the
next three months.
Junior Sydney Ward’s
boyfriend, Zach Rutledge,
was deployed in Dec. 2014
for the Marine Corps. His
deployment was originally set
for mid-March; therefore, altering the amount of time the
couple assumed they would
have by three months.

“He told me, ‘I’m going
to leave in March and that
is what my ship out date is
set for’,” Ward said. “So, I
thought ‘Well that’s a pretty
sufficient amount of time,
and by then, we will have
known each other for over
six months, and our relationship will be stronger’,” Ward
said. “But, then he texted me
saying he needed to call me
to tell me something. That’s
when I knew something was
weird. I was only hoping it
wasn’t something bad.”
Although the news
altered existing plans, Ward’s
boyfriend was far from feel-

ing regret toward his future
departure.
“By no means was he
feeling like ‘Oh, darn. Now, I
have to go’,” Ward said. “We
both know that everything
happens for a reason, and he
was called out for a reason,
therefore, he needed to go.”
Ward already made a
mental note of staying in
touch with Rutledge’s family
as he traveled elsewhere.
“I am planning on spending a lot of time with his
family while he’s gone,” Ward
said. “I am close with them.
They are just awesome.”
Rutledge has previ-

ously experienced girls that
‘as soon as I said ‘marine
corp.’, they were out’ and was
worried Ward might do the
same.
“He called and asked me
‘Do you want to keep doing
this? Is it okay with you?’ I
didn’t want to say no,” Ward
said. “I wanted to keep going.”
Since their relationship
is essentially on hold for the
next couple months, Ward
and Rutledge are going old
school romantic with their
communications.
“From now until basic
is over, which is for three
months, the only way I will
communicate with him will
be through letters,” Ward
said.
Although Ward is only a
junior in high school, she has
immense faith in their growing relationship.
“I never thought I would
be dealing with something
like this in high school, but
then again, I wouldn’t have
it any other way,” Ward said.
“I’ve had a couple relationships in high school, but they
never seemed like something
I just couldn’t live without
like this one does.”
When Ward asked
Rutledge about his feelings
toward their new relationship stance, she was highly

pleased with his answer.
“He told me he has no
doubts about us,” Ward said.
“He said he knows we will
be fine through it all. We are
both on the same page about
everything, and that means
more than anything to me.”
This stage is only a
preview of what the couple
anticipates in their future.
“We didn’t think that this
whole part of his life would
be starting until March, and
when I say this part of his
life, I mean the next 5 years,”
Ward said. “That’s truly how
long basic training and his
deployment will take. By the
time all is said and done, I
will be in college and just
starting life.”Ward has also
taken into consideration this
is one of many goodbyes the
couple will have to endure.
“This is going to be the
easiest goodbye we have
because this is just for basic,”
she said. “Once he gets called
out again, it will then be for
a year.”Ward attempted to do
her very best in assuring her
boyfriend that he was doing
the right thing by following his heart to the Marine
Corps.“I tried not to be
selfish about it,” Ward said.
“That’s why even when he did
leave, I didn’t cry in front of
him. I just waited until after
he had left because I knew it

would have been harder on
him.”
Although the departure
was difficult, the anticipation
of seeing Rutledge again has
been building since the moment he left.
“I can just imagine how
great it will be seeing him
once he comes home after
being apart for so long,”
Ward said. “There’s just
something I see in him,
and I honestly don’t see us
ending anytime soon.”The
time he will be spending at
home once he returns is a
true toss-up as soldiers have
varied amount of time at
home, ranging from six days
to a month.“Usually, they are
home for only ten days once
they return from Basic training,” Ward said, “but he has
a friend who came home for
almost a month. It depends
on what the need is.”
The relationship between
the two is not effected in any
way by the fact that they are
on two different continents.
Ward, in fact, sees this as a
way of making them stronger.
“It’s not going to be easy,
but it’s for him,” Ward said.
“I don’t want him to be alone
while he experiences all of
this. The next part of his life
is about to start, and I just
can’t wait to be a part of it.”
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Boys Soccer Looking to Make Statement, Lead Area Rankings

Junior Drew Estrada (Red) defends the Eagle ball againsnt rival Decatuar High School on Jan. 30, 2015. (Caleb Miles / The Talon News)

Troy Jones
Reporter

The boy’s soccer team
is looking ahead to district

and the playoffs of the 2015
season. Starting in Dec., the

team consists of returning
talent and newcomers that are

looking to make an impact on
the team.
The Eagles are working
harder this year in order to
make a deeper run into the
playoffs and avenge the disappointing end to last year’s
season.
“We are all working hard,”
Drew Estrada said. “We want
to have a deep run into the
playoffs this year. We work
hard in practice and hopefully
our team can make a deep
run.”
There are only a few
returning players from last
year’s lineup, and everyone is
being more diligent this year
to get ready for district.
“We have had lots of team
drills trying to get to know
each other,” RDM Chad Book
said. “We have been trying
to come out of the gates
strong, however, it will take
some time since we only have
six returning players.”
With those graduates
gone, the Eagles soccer team
will have to find a way to fill
the void.
“I think we need a lot

of guys to step up and take
that lead role for the team,”
Estrada said. “There are a lot
of places to fill but I think we
have the guys to do that this
year and I’m looking forward
to it.”
As a virtually new team,
the Eagles head coach, Daniel
Lundy, has been telling the
athletes what needs to happen
if they are going to be successful this year.
“I’ve been reminding
them that our first priority is to win district,” Lundy
said. “We are using these early
games to fine-tune the team
and get some valuable playing
time for our new players.”
Comradery is a big part of
any sports team, and is a term
that characterizes how much
the 2015 Eagles soccer team
has grown since the beginning
of the season.
“The team is starting to
understand the strengths and
weaknesses of each player,”
Lundy said. “We have all
maintained a very positive
outlook through the early part
of the season.”

Softball Gains New Coach, Prepares for the Upcoming Season
Jocelyn Pierce
Reporter
Lady Eagle’s softball is in
the midst of preparing for the
2015 season and is ready to
battle.

Tryouts for this upcoming
season were held Jan. 23-24
and provided good practice
opportunities for team members.
“We spent one full day
hitting and the next doing

Head Coach Kevin Cook throws out balls during a routine practice on the new turf
at AHS. (Caleb Miles / The Talon News)

defense like pop flys and
grounders,” senior Ashton
Tarwater said. “I love how we
split up both days so we could
be more focused on defense
the first day, and offense the
next.”
Argyle received a new
coach, Coach Kevin Cook
from Aledo, this year. He
has coached a team to a state
championship before, so the
girls are excited about what he
can teach them.
“Coach Cook is awesome,” junior Kennedy Cullum said. “He definitely knows
what he is talking about and
his knowledge of the sport
has helped out tremendously,
from our throwing and fielding skills to our base running
and batting speed.”
The team lost some
important key players from
the graduating class of 2014,
but gained several newcomers
who will contribute immediately.
“We lost some key players
last year,” junior Kate Weaver

said. «But we have
also gained really
talented freshmen,
and our whole team
has improved this
season.”
The softball field,
northwest of the
high school, has been
remodeled this year
from a dirt and grass
playing surface, to
turf, which gives an
advantage of sliding
and diving faster and
further.
“Since most of
the other teams in
our district don’t
have turf fields, I
think it will be our
advantage when
we play at home.”
Weaver said.
The Lady Eagles,
who have done well
against non-district
opponents, start their
run for district on
March 24.

Sophomore Callye Leenhouts pitches the ball for an attempted strike out in their pre-season
scrimmage agasint Prosper. (Caleb Miles / The Talon News)

Girls Soccer Looking to Continue Success into District

Sophomore Abbi Neece (White) advances the ball for an Eagle score agasint Princeton High School. on Feb. 17. (Caleb Miles /
The Talon News)

Jocelyn Pierce
Reporter
The 2015 girls soccer
season came to a beginning
mid Dec. and are the girls
currently 6-1 with dropping
only one loss to 5A Azle.
The Lady Eagles are
currently ranked number

one in district and number
three in the state.
For the past four years
the Lady Eagles have been
playing in the toughest 5A
district in the state, but this
year, they will be competing
in the 4A district along with
other Argyle sports.
“This year the Lady

Eagles have a JV for the first
time.” Said Coach Goodpaster, “By growing the
program, I am excited about
the up and coming talent for
next year.”
The Lady Eagles have
competed in several tournaments including the Azle
and Birdville tournament.

“We’ve been working
more together as a team,”
said sophomore Abbi Neece,
“we’ve been running during
practices to get our conditioning so we can last longer
throughout the game.”
Last year the Lady
Eagles came up short in district to continue
on through the
playoffs.
With five returning seniors
and several new
comers, the
Lady Eagles are
currently number three in the
state and plan
on accomplishing big things
this season.
“We all
share the same
goal of winning state,” said
senior Cassi
Hargroves, “It’s
so sad but exciting at the same
time, knowing
it’s my last time
to play but also
have a good
chance to go far
into the playoffs!”

Teamwork and confidence are some of the main
keys in the outcome of each
game for the Lady Eagles.
“We all dance and get
pumped for each game with
music and laughs in the
locker room.” sophomore
Lauren Oellerman said, “It’s

exciting every time I can
make a difference on the
field for my team.”
With district coming to a
start, the team is preparing
more and more each practice to take the state title.
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Local Restaurant Offers Prime Cuisine
Chad Lyle
Reporter

Prime is the city of Argyle’s
newest (and possibly only)
modern revival of a Speakeasy.
Speakeasies were enormously
popular during the 1920s and
30s, the term “speakeasy” refers
to an illicit nightclub or liquor
store that was primarily popular
during prohibition. They have
been historically linked to organized crime families, and Prime
takes this in stride. Of course

the owners are not members of
any organized crime family and
use this link to conjure a purely
historical theme for your dining
experience.
“The walls are covered with
old photographs from the 30’s,”
sophomore Maddie DuGuire
said. “The whole restaurant has
a unique, old-fashioned vibe.”
Prime is located across the
tracks near Johnny Joe’s and
Fuzzy’s Taco Diner, in the back
of the antique shop, The Ped-

dler’s Emporium. The main item
on the menu: red meat.
“I think when you have a
restaurant that has limited items
on the menu,” Deguire said, “it’s
a sign that the food must be
really good!”
In fact, Prime’s
menu contains only
five entrees: the filet,
New York strip, a rib
eye, hamburger, and
a cheeseburger.
This limited

menu was actually borrowed
from Louisiana restaurant Port
of Call, which is famous for it’s
understated appearance and
delicious food. Prime frequently
promises the best steak you will
ever eat with rave reviews
on its online profiles, as
well as positive chatter from community
members echoing this
opinion.
“When you walk in,
[the host] has you

sample three different kinds of
gourmet cheese. After that, you
have the option to purchase a
full block as an appetizer,” sophomore Jacie Hecker said. “If
you decide to do this, the waiter
will have the cheese placed out
with crackers on your table,
waiting for you by the time you
get seated. They really make
an effort to personalize your
experience.”
This is not the only thing
Prime does in order to person-

alize your experience, however.
An entire section of seating
contains tables that are walled
off from three sides, in order
to provide more private dining
and exclusivity to family and
friends.
“The wait staff was also
very attentive and quickly
helped with anything that
I needed or had a question
about,” Hecker said. “I really
liked it, and will definitely be
coming back.”

Prime is located in the back of the Peddler’s Empourium antique shop in Argyle, Texas. Photo illustration by Josh Block / The Talon News
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