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District Spotlight
Community Partnership

The support it receives from the community is a big
part of what makes Franklin ISD a great place to work
and educate children; yet while the community’s much
appreciated support of Franklin ISD is tremendous, it is
often our facilities that create a visitor’s first impression
of our school.
Those of us who work for FISD are proud of our
facilities. Knowing that every facility in the district was
purchased with taxpayer dollars, we believe that it is the
school district’s responsibility to use and care for them
to ensure future generations will benefit from taxpayer
investments.
Additionally,
FISD has always tried to
strengthen its relationship
with the community by sharing
its facilities with the taxpayers
of Franklin ISD. We believe
our community is proud of
our facilities, and can reap
benefits for community-wide
activities, too.
The use of our cafeterias to
prepare and distribute food
for the Feast of Sharing each year, the Robertson
County 4H partnership with the FISD Instructional
Science facility, the Franklin Ranch where churches
hold services, a sidewalk along Decherd Street for
students and adults to safely travel back and forth to
town, and fields and gyms for student athletic activities

are all examples of how Franklin ISD is committed to
providing facilities from which our community can enjoy
and benefit.
There are so many communities in our country today
that are divided on what it wants as a whole from its
school district. It is a pleasure to work and live in a
community that understands there is great strength in
a working partnership with its school district, and that
community support is the number one reason its school
district is successful.
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FHS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

JANUARY
9th - Boys & Girls BBall vs. Academy
6:00p.m. @ HS Main Gym
12th - Boys BBall @ Rockdale
Girls BBall @ Jarrell
13th - Boys & Girls Powerlifting
@ Academy
16th - Boys BBall @ Rockdale
Girls BBall @ Hearne
17th - Centex HS Honor Band Auditions
19th - Boys & Girls BBall vs. Rogers
6:00p.m. @ HS Main Gym
20th - Boys & Girls Powerlifting
@ Moody
20th - HS ATSSB All Region Band Clinic/Concert
23rd - Boys & Girls BBall vs. Lexington
6:00p.m. @ HS Main Gym
24th - Boys Powerlifting
@ Leon
26th - Boys & Girls BBall @ Cameron
27th - HS Centex Honor Band Clinic/Concert
30th - Boys & Girls BBall vs. Rockdale
6:00p.m. @ HS Main Gym

FEBRUARY
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2017-2018 Boys Basketball

Russell White

The start of the spring semester
brings opportunities for new beginnings
at Franklin High School along with a
calendar that is by far the most chaotic for
students as they participate in a myriad of
extracurricular activities while maintaining
academic progress. Basketball, baseball,
softball, golf, tennis, powerlifting, track, UIL
Academic competitions, major stock shows,
the Robertson County Fair, FFA competitions,
theater performances and band competitions,
organizational leadership competitions, prom,
and Scholarship Night are just a few of the
activities that will vie for our students’ attention
as they try to stay focused on their real reason
for coming to school: academic excellence.
Throughout the busy spring, some
students will have the extra pressure of
excelling on their state EOC exams. You
can help our students by asking them about
their academic undertakings as well as
organizational and social events. You, as a
student’s family member, acquaintance, or
friend, hold the power of encouragement
at the beginning of this semester; and your
interest may make the difference in how the
semester ends.

2nd - Boys & Girls BBall @ Academy

Datron Dixon, sophomore

RaShawn Green, sophomore

3rd - UIL Solo & Ensemble Band Contest @ College
Station
6th - Boys & Girls BBall vs. Jarrell
6:00p.m. @ HS Main Gym (Senior Night)
7th - Boys & Girls State Interviews
9th - Boys BBall vs. Hearne
7:30p.m. @ HS Main Gym
10th - Boys & Girls Powerlifting
@ Reicher
13th - Boys BBall @ Rogers
14th-17th - TMEA All State Band Concert
17th - Boys & Girls Powerlifting
@ Normangee
28th-March 1 - UIL Band Concert & Sight Reading
@ Groesbeck

Jace Leamon, junior

Ethan Spiller &
Jared Pedraza, juniors

Zach Kissinger, senior
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Get to know
your Teachers!
Darrell Edwards

Carrie Shields

What made you want to start teaching? After a career
in the military, where we did a lot of training both in the
classroom and in the field, it was natural for me to teach
high school students.

courses taught:
Algebraic Reasoning, DAEP and
Learning Lab

What are three key words to describe yourself? Dedicated, Duty, Integrity.
What do you love most about teaching at Franklin High School? The
staff and the students.
Where did you go to college? Prairie View A & M University
If you could vacation anywhere, where would you go? Rota, Spain
What is your favorite food/restaurant? Texas Roadhouse
What is your favorite movie? Magnificent Seven starring Yul Brynner,
Steve McQueen

I’m looking forward to a docuseries starting
January 9th on A&E called “Undercover
High”.
It seems significant because of its focus
on cyberbullying and digital citizenship in
today’s high schools. In the seriers, seven
adults follow students at a Topeka, KS high
school and document their social media and
technology interactions. It may really give a
good glimpse into what school is like for our
teens in this digital age, and maybe even
share some ways to connect with them to
keep them safe.
Please see the links below regarding information about the series:
A&E: http://www.aetv.com/shows/undercover-high
Grown & Flown’s article on Undercover
High: https://grownandflown.com/undercover-high-parents-need-know-cyberbullying/

2017-2018 Girls Basketball

Tiana Wade,
junior

Jessie Medcalf,
junior

Raylee Ezzell, junior

Mya Booker, sophomore

FMS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

JANUARY
8th - FMS Girls BB @ Hearne
10th - Basketball pictures
11th - FMS boys BB vs. Hearne
12th - 13th - FMS Girls Basketball
@ SFA Tournament
13th - All Region Band Clinic
18th - FMS Basketball vs. Jarrell
19th - MS Centex Honor Band
Auditions
24th - Progress Reports
25th - FMS Basketball vs.
Rockdale
26th - MS Centex Honor Band
Clinic
27th - FMS Boys BB
@ Buffalo Tournament
30th - Benchmark: 7th Writing
5th& 8th Math
31st - Benchmark: 5th/8th Reading
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FMS hosted the fall UIL Junior High
Academic meet. Students enjoyed games
in the gym while they waited to compete.

Susan Nelson

Happy New Year!
Attendance and punctuality
are vital components to
exhibiting a good work
ethic. Arriving to school on
time and prepared will help
you accomplish your goals
as a student.
You can’t
learn if you’re not in class
and prepared. As parents,
we need to encourage our
students to be at school and
on time. Our students are
extremely busy in the spring
with many activities. It is
important to sit down with
your child and help them set
up a schedule and set goals
to get things accomplished.
Learning how to be prompt
and how to plan are real
world skills that will help you
in your career and in life.
A good work ethic tells an
employer what they can
expect from you on a job. It
can also determine how well
you do in school and in life.

Fifth grade students wait for their
competition at the fall UIL meet in
Rockdale.
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Jeri Reagan

Welcome Back!
I hope that everyone enjoyed the
Christmas Break. Since the spring
semester tends to go fast and furious,
I want to inform you of some important
dates for FMS. Please make notes of
these on your calendars.

FMS Journalism students delivered Christmas cards they
made to residents at the Franklin Nursing Home.

• January 30th
5th/8th Grade Math Benchmark
7th Grade Writing Benchmark
• January 31st
5th/8th Grade Reading Benchmark
• March 5th
6th/7th Grade Math Benchmark
• March 6th
6th/7th Grade Math Benchmark
5th/8th Grade Science Benchmark
• March 7th
8th Grade Social Studies
Benchmark
• April 10th
5th/8th Grade Math STAAR
7th Grade Writing STAAR

As part of their community involvement, Student Council
members helped at Santa’s Workshop.

• April 11th
5th/8th Grade Reading STAAR

RRE Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

JANUARY
9th - GT Science Club @ Middle
School
23rd - GT Science Club @ Middle
School

FEBRUARY
13th - 4th grade Writing
Benchmark
16th - 1st grade Field Trip to
MSC Opas
19th - Staff Development
(Student Holiday)

MARCH
5th - 3rd and 4th grade Math
Benchmark
6th - 3rd and 4th grade Reading
Benchmark
8th - Spring and Group Pictures
12th-16th - Spring Break
19th - PreK Graduation Pictures
22nd - 2nd grade Field Trip
to MSC Opas

Principal’s
Point-of-View

Christie Smitherman

It is a new year according to the calendar,
but in most schools we’ve just reached the
half-way point. Resolve to be involved in
your children’s education in new ways this
year. Studies show that kids whose parents
are involved in their education have better
grades, a better attitude toward school,
and more appropriate school behavior than
those with less involved parents.
How do I get involved?
Getting involved in your child’s education
can be as simple as talking with your child
each day about school and homework. Your
involvement could also include:
• Visiting the classroom when you bring
your child to school.
• Establishing a homework routine and
providing your child with a good place
to study — away from distractions like
TV, video games, the phone, or loud
music.
• Taking your child on trips, playing
games together, and visiting the local
library.
• Showing you value education by taking
classes yourself or letting your child
see you spending time reading.
• Volunteering at school to help in the
classroom, library, office, or on field
trips.
• Reading to your child or have him read
to you every day.

Making Reindeer Food

Parents and teachers working together
creates the best environment for
learning.
If you are concerned about your child’s
progress:
• Contact your child’s teacher; don’t wait
for the school to contact you.
• Meet or communicate with your child’s
teacher frequently until the problem is
resolved.
• Ask for specific activities you can do at
home with your child.

How to make a Gingerbread House
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Kimberly Hudson
Hadleigh and Zoe playing Life on
AR Game Day.

Claire, Camie, and Zoe
reading a biography about
Helen Keller.

Pre-K Christmas Program

Unfortunately, grief and sadness
is sometimes a part of our lives.
Nonetheless, helping our children
through difficult times is hard. When
a family member or friend has died,
children at different ages have different
reactions. Elementary aged children
are just now beginning to understand
the irreversibility of death. Children
five years and younger often view
death as temporary and reversible. It
is important to use proper words such
as “death” and “died” when speaking
to our children. Words such as “passed
away” or “sleep” may confuse children
and frighten them.
When speaking with a child who is
grieving, be sure and provide simple
explanations and do not overwhelm
them with details. Encourage them
to discuss the way they are feeling.
Encourage expressions of grief
through journaling writing, art, poetry
and music. Most importantly, help
them to feel safe. Let them know that
you will take care of them and that
they have adults at school that will
also help to keep them safe.
We are here to help! School counselors
are trained in grief counseling. If you
need advice, help with your child, or
have any questions, please do not
hesitate to call.
Kimberley Hudson
RRE Counselor
979-828-7300
khudson@franklinisd.net
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