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Oct. 9: Homecoming
Nov. 17: Alumni Assn. gathering
to write Christmas greetings
Dec. 4: 2nd Annual All PCS
Family Christmas Sing-a-Long
and Potluck
Dec. 15: Annual Alumni Board
& Advisory Christmas Dinner
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I

am increasingly
amazed at
the direction Portland
Christian
Schools is
moving. The
MOSES PLAN
REVEALED
Luncheon
held last
week is a fine example of this. The
theme, “PASSING the BATON” was
emphasized throughout each very
well done presentation. Superintendent, Bill Gibbons, Chairman of the
Board, Terry Bunnell Flikkema (93)
and Development Director, Annette
Ayers Johnson (82) all pointed out
that through Portland Christian
Schools, they themselves, and now
their children, have been, and are
being blessed by the amazing teachers and the education in the TRUTH
at Portland Christian Schools.

The BATON of TRUTH is being
passed on every day and every year
to our students. It was passed on to
me in 1972 and I was able to pass
the TRUTH on to my own daughter
and now to my grandchildren.
Our challenge as we run this race
of life is to fix our eyes on Jesus, the
Author and Finisher of our faith,
to seize the day, and to pass on the
baton of truth to our children. I
believe the day is rapidly approaching, worldwide, when absolute truth
will be a “thing of the past”. Actually, Christianity is always just one
generation away from extinction.
This is our momentous task as a
Portland Christian School family:
DO NOT DROP THE BATON. WE
MUST PASS THE BATON CAREFULLY AND SUCESSFULLY TO THE
NEXT GENERATION.
–Marilyn Fitzgerald, 1972
Alumni Association President

A NOTE TO ALL OUR ALUMNI & FRIENDS

I

apologize
that this
edition of the
REALS is getting into print
later than
anticipated.
The summer edition
will be in the
mail toward
the middle
of August, and as always, the REALS is placed on the PCS web site
as soon as it is sent to the printers.

Thank you for everyone’s support,
both financially and in your many
contributions of news, notes, and
articles of interest to all. We appreciate hearing from you
Reaching - Encouraging, And
Loving-Supporting all PCS Alumni
and Friends.
You are loved and appreciated,
–Jeanne Lampi, “Class of 1966 to ?”
Director of Alumni Relations
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org
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Marilyn Fitzgerald (72)
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Liaison: Alan Svehaug
Donna Mckinney Root (68)
• Director of Development:
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Annette Ayers Johnson (82)
Peter Busby (81)
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• Director of Community
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From the Desk of the Development Director
Taken from the testimony given by
Annette Ayers Johnson (82) at
the MOSES PLAN LUNCHEON:

M

y family came to Portland
Christian in 1969. At four
years old I didn’t really have any
idea of what a “Christian education” meant. I did know, though,
that my parents put a great value
in my education. I went all the
way through Portland Christian, graduated, went to college, married, and started
a family. PCS faded into my past. At the time, I didn’t
appreciate what a treasure I had received from Portland
Christian. I didn’t realize how much I had learned that
would carry me, and later my children, through. But
God was about to show me!
Life moved on, and my husband, Cory, and I went on
with our lives. We moved from Portland to Medford, we
worked at our jobs, raised our two children, were active
in church, and everything was just --FINE. Then, in
the spring of 2006, as Kevin, the younger of our children, was just finishing his junior year of high school in
Medford, we felt the Lord’s call to move back to Portland. Kevin was determined to stay in Medford for his
senior year, and reluctantly, I agreed to stay with him
while Cory moved to Portland to work. I wasn’t happy
with the situation—my mother’s heart wanted us to
remain together as a family, all living under one roof.
Eventually, though, I was able to give the situation over
to the Lord. I began to pray that the Lord would change
Kevin’s heart.
And much to my amazement, out of the blue, God did
change Kevin’s heart. In July, Kevin told me he was
ready to move to Portland. 72 hours later, he was enrolled as a senior at Portland Christian. I rejoiced that
God had answered my prayers. Had I known what the
next year would bring, however, I never would have
prayed that prayer!

In the next 12 months, both Cory and I lost our jobs. We
lost $50,000.00 on the sale of our home and drained all
our financial resources. After many years of marriage,
we found ourselves homeless, living in my parent’s
“barn”, and broke!!! Kevin was lonely in the unfamiliar
territory of a new school and a new town, and he was
not experiencing the senior year he had hoped for. Cory
and I were living in a state of shock and dismay. On top
of it all, we didn’t have the money to pay tuition, yet we
felt strongly that Portland Christian was the place Kevin
needed to be. To say the least, God had all our attention. What we didn’t know at the time was that He was
going to transform our lives. Let me take the time right
now just to fill you in a bit on Kevin’s part of the story.
God worked in Kevin’s life through two men at Portland
Christian: a teacher, Jon Roberts (94), and a coach, Tyler Tony. These men came alongside Kevin, shared their
own lives and their stories with him, held him to high
standards, and encouraged him with the truth that no
matter what went on around him, God had a plan for
his life. Mr. Roberts and Mr. Tony, with grace and with
truth, helped my son to gain the strength he needed not
only to survive his senior year; but to succeed! Kevin
learned from these men what it means to be sold out for
Jesus, to have your life transformed, to live what God
has for you, not just what you have planned for yourself.
Today Kevin is in college and is active in a Christian
college organization. He’s impacting other young men’s
lives and choosing righteous living above all else.
In my school years as a child at Portland Christian,
I received a baton of faith and truth. As a mom, I am
so grateful that I was able to send my son to Portland
Christian, where he also was able to partake in that
legacy. And it is with gratitude and pride that I am able
to watch as my son also passes on the baton to others.
We all have the responsibility to pass on the Baton of
Truth to the next generation.
–Annette Ayers Johnson, 1982
Director of Development

Director of Community Relations Speaks Out

T

he first
two
weeks in May
have been
astounding
weeks in the
life of Portland Christian Schools.
The MOSES
Luncheon,
OSAA Choir
competition at GFU, a thrilling baseball game at Corbett thrusting PCH
into the State playoffs, the amazing

International Food night, a wonderful faculty/staff dessert at the home
of the Wobig family, the powerful time of prayer on behalf of the
school, the Dad’s group with Board
member, Tim Brunner, and the list
goes on. There is so much happening at Portland Christian it is hard
to keep up with it all.
And of course we are heading into
the home stretch with senior thesis presentations, graduations and
promotions on all campuses, and
finally, school is out; only to look

forward to the wonderful year God
has in store for us in 2009-2010.
Thanks to all who pray daily for our
teachers, students and staff. AND
thanks, too, for praying for our all
of us as we prepare ourselves and
our great school over the summer
months to be ready for next year.
Our blessings have been almost too
numerous to count this year. Who
can tell what the Lord has in store
for next?
–Bill Buck
Director of Community Relations
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with THANKSGIVING for The MOSES PLAN LUNCHEON

D

ear Alumni and Friends,

Praise God, He is able to do
immeasurably more than we
could ever ask or imagine. (Eph.
3:20) God indeed is good and
has blessed The Moses Plan far
beyond our wildest dreams. The
Lord has blessed Portland Christian Schools with gifts in cash
and pledges of over $520,000.
Thank you, dear Alumni and
Friends, for your faithful giving and praying for the
MOSES PLAN.

I believe we are now at a major turning point in our
62-year history as God continues to honor the faithful labor of those who have given so much since the
beginning of this great school. Teachers, staff, parents,
alumni and friends all have had a part in laying the
foundation upon which we continue to build today.
Confident of His leading, may we move into the future
seeking wisdom from above to be good stewards of all
He has provided. God indeed is a gracious God.
With thanksgiving,
–Bill Gibbons, Superintendent of PCS

The Moses Plan Unveiled

It’s out. The most fantastic adventure in the history of Portland Christian
Schools has been revealed. Please read the MOSES PLAN document on line.
Check it out on Portland Christian’s new website: www.pcschools.org

• PRAY for this plan • GIVE if you can • KEEP ON PRAYING for PCS

I

THE MOSES PLAN LUNCHEON
“WHY I CAME FROM CHICAGO”

n the fall
of 2008
after more
tan 40 years
away from
my school, I
was reconnected to the
school because of the
enthusiasm
of Jeanne Lampi who introduced me
to the Business Development Office
Staff, including Superintendent, Bill
Gibbons. That’s when I first learned
about something called THE MOSES
PLAN. This plan was not going to be
revealed until the spring of 2009.
At that time, I was able to also visit
several high school classes and witness first-hand the dedication, discipline, and standard of excellence
that Portland Christian maintains.
My curiosity grew, and I questioned
and learned about the positive
direction Portland Christian was
taking in the areas of Educational
Excellence, Financial Integrity, and
Spiritual Renewal. I was impressed
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with the absolute commitment of
Bill Gibbons and the staff true to a
Bible-based education while growing
and nurturing the students.
The energy and vitality exhibited
was contagious, and I wanted to
know more. Because I am convinced
of the need for and the value of a
Christian Education for today and
future generations, I wanted to be a
part of the process and support the
endeavor in any way possible. With
this in mind, I made the decision
that I would be at the MOSES PLAN
Luncheon Launch on May 5, 2009.
The fact that I live 2500 miles away
in the Chicago area was not even a
consideration – I just knew I needed
to be in Portland for the May 5 Luncheon for the Moses Plan.
I was not disappointed. How blessed
and privileged I was to be at the
Lunch! The entire event was beautifully planned and executed. More
importantly, the substance and
vitality of the MOSES PLAN made
total sense and is so obviously
the solution needed to ensure the

continuation of Portland Christian
Schools. The progress the school
has made since its inception in 1947
is astounding, and in the godless
environment of today, it is imperative we support Portland Christian
Schools in the exciting journey to
endow the school for our coming
generations.
All alumni and friends should support the MOSES PLAN in whatever
way we can, whether it is through
prayer support or our financial
gifts. There is no better investment
to be made for the future. Portland
Christian needs to remain a strong,
outstanding educational institution if we want influential Christian
leaders in our world. I would not
have missed this opportunity to be
at the luncheon for anything! I am
passionate about supporting Portland Christian Schools – what a
privilege and opportunity to invest
in the future as we Pass the Baton
to the graduating class of 2009!!!
–Rhoda Hager Reid, class of 1960
PCS Alumni Advisory Committee

NEWS FROM PCS
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR
COMES TO AN END FOR THE PRESCHOOL

T

he year
has
gone so
very quickly
and again,
the PCS
Preschool
program has
experienced
the Lord’s
richest of
blessings.
This entire year, our program has
been filled to overflowing with these
precious ones the Lord sends our
way to love, teach and show them
how to live their lives approved unto
the Lord.
It is always such a blessing to have
children of our Alumni go through
our program as several have done

this year. It is also a blessing to see
them move on and do so well in our
kindergarten program. Last fall,
a record number of faculty, staff,
and alumni children, who had been
through our preschool, went on to
our PCES kindergarten. As this
year draws to a close, we again see
our little ones maturing and getting ready to take that next big step
up. The joy for me is that I will still
see their happy faces in our halls
and on the playground here at the
school.
And what about next year? We already have had many inquiries from
PC Alumni as well as a number who
have already enrolled their children
at Portland Christian. We are very
excited to be able to make some
major classroom shifts and area

reassignments over the summer.
This will allow us to continue the
expansion of our entire EE program
particularly as we are in the middle
of preparing for our Accreditation
visit in April of 2010.
We are anticipating many exciting
changes and growth for the 20092010 school year. If there are those
still undecided about where their
little ones should attend preschool
next fall, PLEASE come by for a tour
of our wonderful facilities and see
first hand what we have to offer. I
know you’ll be pleased, and we’ll be
blessed to get to know you.
–Rhonda Rogers, Director, PCS
Early Childhood Education
rhonda.rogers@pcschools.org
503-256-5455

A VETERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER
SPEAKS ABOUT CHANGE

T

his will
complete 28
years for me
at Portland
Christian
Elementary
School. I finally realized
it had been a
great many
years and
countless numbers of students when
it turned out that my new teaching
partner, Angela MacLardy Kinsel,
class of 1990, was in the 4th grade
the first year I taught here! Where

have the years gone?
Once again, my 4th graders will be
making their annual trek on the
“Oregon Trail” simulated right here
in our own PCES field. Many dangers, difficulties, and joys may face
them; but they survive and make
“getting to Oregon” their goal.
Like my ‘pioneers’, PCES is heading
down a new road. Many changes
have already been initiated this
year. We are working on curriculum
changes for 2009-2010, the school
facilities have been reorganized, we
have upgraded our technology, and

we are looking forward to a new
principal next year. The school is
progressing well along the path toward ACSI and NAAS accreditation.
The teachers are doing a wonderful
job and putting in countless hours.
As a school and as a staff, we are
praying for Supt. Bill Gibbons and
the success of the Moses Plan. The
future for Portland Christian looks
bright and I am very blessed to be a
part of it.
–Penny Duncan,
PCES 4th Grade Teacher
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A Senior Looks Back on His Years at PCS and the
Foundation He Received in Kindergarten 13 Years Ago

S

enior
Michael
Rossi says of
his 13 years
at Portland
Christian,
“The most
significant
things that
come to mind
when I think
of our great
school are the teachers. They have
always been there for me and never
has one treated me as if my con-

cerns did not matter. I believe I have
always had the best each one could
give. This is what the Lord wants
from all of us.
Perhaps if I could name just one
special teacher, it would be Mrs.
Ruth Morris, my kindergarten
teacher. As a really little guy, Mrs.
Morris made me feel as though I was
her most special student. Probably
every kid felt that way because this
is how Mrs. Morris treats all her
students. I loved to come to school
and I loved all the fun things we did

in her classroom.
Like Mrs. Morris, all my teachers at
PCS have prepared me well for the
next grade level. AND NOW... well, I
believe I am well prepared to go on
to the next phase of my life: college.
Mrs. Morris gave me that strong
foundation that launched me into
the next 12 years.
I want to sincerely thank the Lord
for Portland Christian, Mrs. Morris and all my teachers. The past 13
years have been very, very good.”

PCS 6th GRADE OUTDOOR SCHOOL,
A PCS TRADITION for 35 YEARS

T

he 6th
grade
Outdoor
School program, under
the direction
of PCES 6th
grade teacher,
Ed Highman,
will see some
changes this
coming fall.
“We are excited to announce that
our own high school science staff
will be taking charge of teaching the
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science classes for the camp”, says
Mr. Highman. Changes will include
the unique teaching of ecosystems,
fire building, plants, and animals
all taught by Mrs. Newman, Mrs.
Cutts, and Miss Jacobs. The students will have the opportunity of
staying in cabins and being counseled by some of our very own high
school students as well as a number
of parents. Mr. Ed Highman, camp
director, will be assisted by Mrs.
Connie Hays, 6th grade teacher, at
the San Rafael campus.

The camp is traditionally held at
Eagle Fern Camp, a great setting
for the out-of doors teaching of
God’s Word and His creation. The
students will also experience the
unique opportunity of hearing Dr.
Dan Lockwood, President of Multnomah University and a 1966 graduate
of Portland Christian Schools. He
presents a program of illusion tying
in the Gospel which gives a beautiful picture of God’s love for us.
Outdoor school has been a tradition
of PCS for at least 35 years.

FINE ARTS AND CHESS PROGRAMS STRONG AT PCH

T

he spring
as always
brings a flurry
of activities for
the music and
drama programs at Portland Christian.
These events
began with the
March-Seattle
choir trip when along with 650 other
ACSI high school students, the choir
participated in the annual ACSI
Musical held in Federal Way, WA. In
this event, PCH received an honorable mention.
The spring musical, Spitfire Grill, a
story of grace and redemption, was
a resounding success and enjoyed
by all. Several performers in the
musical have gone on to compete in
state competitions.
Both choir and band members
participated in state competitions
this spring. Congratulations are in
order for John Church who took first
in the baritone horn category and
placed 3rd in the trombone category.
John Norton and Mai Kubota also
performed very well at state and

received outstanding marks by the
adjudicators.
The PCH choir placed 3rd at the
state event held at George Fox University. Sydney Farley won the State
Solo Musical Competition and will
be singing in the National competitions on June 22nd in Lincoln, NB.
Both Sydney and Tari Gunstone
acted together and won the Regional
competition.
The choir is gearing up for the annual Spa-get-together on May 18th
with the theme “Singing in the Seventies”. As is tradition from the first
PCH graduation in 1951 forward,
the choir will sing at commencement, inviting all PC Alumni to sing
the “I Am” with them, a tradition
begun by Bob Barber in the mideighties.

to competition, an A and a B team.
The A team, with Chance Rossi,
Andy Harding, Ryan Harding, Dylan
Gardner, and Isaiah Rowlett defeated all schools including the reigning
5A champions. The B team also won
their division at State.
Praise the Lord for all our students
at Portland Christian whether they
play a sport, sing, act, play chess,
engage in academic competition or
other activities; all bring glory to
our Lord Jesus Christ. “Hail to our
King.”

AP Students Study Hard
for Spring Exams

I

n addition
to the success of those in
the music and
drama departments, the PC
Chess Team
wins State. PC
sent two teams

NEWS FROM THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT
A NIGHT OF HARMONY….

O

n May
8th, the
PC international
students
organized a
terrific International Food
Night! This
event, previously known
as the Asian
Food Night, was renamed this year
due to the fact that ISP students
from countries across the globe participated in the production of this
year’s exciting extravaganza.
300 attendees enjoyed food cooked
by ISP students. Cultural activities
were managed by each of the ISP
student country groups. The stu-

dents decorated tables in the colors
of each national flag and each table
included authentic keepsakes representing the individual countries.
Entertainment, provided by the
Portland Taiko Japanese Drum
Dancers, enhanced the evening
with a powerful display of drum,
dance and music. The Taiko Drum
Dancers involved the audience and
captivated the attention of everyone
as they taught the art of playing
these unique Japanese instruments.
This school year, ISP students hail
from 8 countries: Spain, Germany,
Russia, South Korea, Japan, China,
Taiwan, and Vietnam. Cultural activity centers were open throughout
the evening. Attendees participated
in Chinese writing, the Chinese ring
toss, Japanese blow paper frog races, Karuta, Fukuwarai and DdakJi.
The 2009 International food Night

was a great cultural evening and a
great success.
I encourage everyone to be present
at the 2010 international night of
culture. Each year the event grows
as the students from each country
excitedly “show off” their culture
and colors. See you next year!

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
FOR JAPANESE YONO GIRLS
IN SEPTEMBER

20 host families are needed for the
weekend of September 25-27, 2009.
The girls will be returned to PCH on
the morning of September 28th. If
you are able to help, please contact Kathy Nyone, PC’s Host Family Coordinator at: kathy.nyone@
pcschools.org.
–Sheila Tretter
ISP Director
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FOCUS ON PORTLAND CHRISTIAN
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Members of the Board of Trustees
Terri Flikkema,
Chairman of the
Board

Scott Sonju,
Secretary of the
Board

Anna Hall (87)
Quarum,
Education Chair

Jason Lay,
Finance Chair

Chris Wagner

Carol Workman,
Vice Chairman of
the Board

Jeff Arnston,
Treasurer of the
Board

Tim Brunner,
Buildings &
Grounds Chair

Kari Egger

Bill Gibbons, Director of Development & Board members
attend annual ACSI Administrator/Board Conference

S

everal Board members along
with Bill Gibbons and Annette
Johnson attended the annual April
Administrators conference in Seaside,
OR. Bill, Annette and Board Chair,
Terri Flikkema, were presenters at
one of the seminars for school leaders.
Facing the Giants-The Issues that
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Demand Leadership was the topic
of the discussion led by PC’s leaders.
This interactive session challenged
administrators to self-select those
issues that impact the effectiveness
of their schools.
Keynote speaker for the conference,
Dr. Jeff Myers, president of “Passing the Baton, International”,

challenged each one present to fully
recognize that, “The most important
thing one generation can do is to
equip the next generation to glorify
God.” Dr. Myers pointed out again
and again that the most effective
way to equip the next generation is
“life on life” influence and discipleship that flows naturally as a gift to
be given away.

PORTLAND CHRISTIAN BOARD of TRUSTEES
HARD at WORK on BEHALF of PCS

U

nder the able leadership of Terri
Bunnell (83) Flikkema, Portland Christian Schools is holding
a steady course as we continue to
move toward excellence. Two new
members were elected by the Society
at the Annual Meeting of the Society
in April. These are Chris Wagner
and Kari Egger.
Chris Wagner, a founding member of
Capital Mortgage, is a licensed real
estate broker in OR and WA. He and
wife, Robin, have two children at
the school, one a freshman and his
second in the 5th grade. “Our family
has been with the school since 2001
and we are fortunate to call many
of the people we have met at PCS
our friends. I see here firsthand, the
renewing power of Christ and what
the school has done for my family.”
“I am grateful to be able to have
the opportunity to serve this great
school.”
Kari Egger and husband, Bob have
two children at PCS. Kari and Bob
own and operate The Pumpkin
Patch on Sauvies Island. On their
700+ acres, the Eggers grow over 40
crops annually. Kari and Bob use
their farm as a reach-out ministry
to community organizations and
churches. “Switching from public

education, we truly appreciate the
incredible blessing it is to have our
children at a Christian school.” “As
our son said recently, ‘I like Portland Christian so much because it
makes me feel closer to God.’ What
greater gift could we give our children?”

Superintendent, Bill Gibbons, on
behalf of the Board, presented
sophomore, John Church with a
certificate honoring him for placing
first in state, 1A-6A, for his outstanding performance on the baritone horn.

A

s Portland Christian Schools
welcomes these two new members of the Board of Trustees, we
say goodbye to Diane Mitchell who
faithfully
served on
the Board
the past
four years.
Jim and
Diane Mitchell’s oldest
son, Josh,
graduated
in 2008 and
their youngest, Daniel, is in the
8th grade. The Board, administration, faculty and staff thank Diane
for the expertise she brought to
the Board as well as her countless
hours of loving service given on everyone’s behalf.
At their March meeting, the Board
officially recognized two outstanding
students.

Superintendent Gibbons also presented senior, JC Russell, with a
certificate honoring him for his admission to the US Naval Academy.

The Board congratulates each of
these fine men.

Portland Christian 4th Grader Qualifies for Nationals

P

ortland Christian 4th grade
student, Demi Guild recently
qualified for the national Elks Hoop
Shoot free throw championships
at the Basketball Hall of Fame in
Springfield, MA. She joined 71 of
the most outstanding shooters from
around the country. Winning a
series of state and regional competitions in WA, OR and ID, Demi finished ahead of the pack to win this
honor. Demi will compete against 11

of the 71 girls from all over the nation in the 8-9 age group.
Demi lives in Damascus with her
parents, DJ and Debbie Guild. Demi’s accomplishments won her and
her parents an all-expense paid trip
to the competitions in Massachusetts. How is she preparing?? “By
shooting at least 200 free throws
each day after school,” says Demi.

To All Who Gave: Thank You so Very Much!
• Sheryl Shields Good, Class of 1959

• Roger Schmurr, Class of 1961

• Larry Zimmerman
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Congratulations to...
Please note: we include all graduation information sent
to the editor in time for publication of this REALS’ issue.
Information received too late for this issue will appear in
the Summer REALS.
Scott Birkhofer (05) BS Linfield College
Kim Akiyama (05) BA Seattle Pacific University
Sara Dykema (05) Oregon State University
Katrina Myron (05) University of Oregon
Brent Stephens (05) BS Rice University
• Kristi Waldal (05) BS Texas A&M
• Jessica Ramos (05) BA Washington and Lee University
• Kevin Waugh (05) BS George Fox
University
• Mandy Webb (05) BA Trinity
Western University
• Rachel Madore (05) BA George
Rachel Madore
Fox University
• Kelsey Hill (05) BS Seattle Pacific University
• Joe Bahar (05) Assoc. in Theology Portland Bible College/Assoc. Recording Arts Full Sail University in FL
• Chris Keller (05) MAT Portland State University
• Jake Mueller (05) BS University of Portland
• Daniel Patten (05) BS Seattle Pacific University
• Angela Schilling Fritz (05) BA Corban College
• Brandy Armstrong (07) Assoc. in History, Fresno State.
• Donn Breshears (87) MS Organizational Development
• Belated congratulations to Dr. Michelle Gordon (95)
BS Corban, MA, George Fox University, Psy.D, Clinical
Psychology George Fox University
• Scott Messinger (02) BS Business Administration
from Bucknell University, 2006. MAT Johns Hopkins
University, 2009. Scott has completed 3 years of teaching in inner city schools in Baltimore, MD.
• Jason Overstreet (92) and RESCUE. On April 1,
2009, the a cappella group, RESCUE, received notice
that their most recent album, “Before the Throne” had
won the CARA (Contemporary A cappella Recording
Award) award for the “Religious Album of the Year”. The
song, “Unleashed” finished runner up for “Religious
Song of the Year”. CARA is a division of CASA, the Contemporary A cappella Society of America. These awards
represent the best of recorded a cappella music in the
world. To learn more about this amazing group, go on
line at www.rescuemusic.com. They can be contacted
at rescue@rescue.com to find local events or to inquire
about booking this group for your church or organization.
•
•
•
•
•
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• Sandee Shergill (96) and Balvir Johal who are expecting their second child in September. Sunny, Balvir
and their 3-year old son, Shaan, live in California.
• Lisa Roberts (97) and Matt Singleterry who are expecting their second baby, a daughter Tirzah Michelle,
in July 2009.
• Charlie Antal (07), a sophomore
at Wheaton College, who was
selected First Team Outfield AllCollege Conference of Illinois and
Wisconsin (CCIW). Charlie estabCharlie Antal
lished a school home run record
to earn this all-conference title.
• Jeanne Lampi (PCS 1966-present) who was recently honored at
Lewis and Clark College for her
50 years of involvement with the
Jeanne Lampi
American Chemical Society.
• First Lieutenant Alex Esson (02)
who graduates on June 5th from
Luke AFB F-16 Training School,
as a fully qualified F-16 pilot. Alex
leaves on August 5th for Osan, S.
Korea where his assignment will be
to fly F-16 air patrols over the DMZ
Alex Esson
between North and South Korea.

Births
Please note we are happy to announce all births sent to
the editor. We will print all pictures received.
• Gabriel Thomas, son of Matthew
(04) and Becca McBride, born on
Jan. 27, 2009 at Bremerton Naval
Hospital where Matt is a Naval Surgical Corpsman. Gabriel weighed
7lbs 5oz and measured 19" long.
• Noah David, son
McBride Family
of Stephen (92)
and Motoko Hewitt born on Mother’s
Day 2008. Proud grandparents are
Jeannie and David Hewitt.
• Elizabeth, daughter of Donn (87) and
Noah Hewitt
Susan Breshears.
• Maia Grace,
daughter of Andy
(95) and Becky
Haldeman,
Lizzy Breshears born on March
6, 2009. Maia weighed in at 9lbs,
Maia Haldeman
11.5oz and measured 21 3/4" long.
• Hunter, son of Jeremy (96) and
Alexiis Black, born on March 18, 2009.
Hunter weighed in at 9lbs 5oz and
measured 22" long.
• Sophia Claire,
daughter of Michele
Hunter Black Madore (97) and
Anouxa Vixathep, born on March
17, 2009 at 12:15pm. Sophia weighed
in at 7lbs. Proud grandparents are
Sophia Vixathep
Dave and Donna Madore.

• Landon James, son of Marjie (99)
Bally and Peter Johnsem, born on
November 8, 2008. Landon weighed
in at 6lbs 2oz.
• Trevor Jordan,
son of Kristina
Arnold (91) Lim,
Landon Johnsem
born on February
14, 2009. Trevor joins his parents
along with his two older siblings
Trevor Lim
Jaron and Melody.
• Brody Lawrence, son of Bobbie Jo
Haskins (90) and Randall Trout,
born on April 16, 2009 at 9:13pm.
Brody weighed in at 7lbs 13oz and
measured 20" long. Brody joins 3
older sisters.

• Kaylee Anne, born to Landon and
Crystal Turner (03) Giles on January 4, 2009. 5lbs, 15oz and 19.5".
Proud grandma is former PCH
teacher, Anne Turner.
• Joshua Samuel,
son of Cody (03)
Kaylee Giles
and Deborah
Winkler, born on March 29, 2009.
Joshua joins big
brother, Josiah
Henry who was
Joshua Winkler
born on February
2, 2008. Proud grandparents are Rob
and Linda Winkler.
Josiah Winkler

Brody Trout

Weddings
• Melissa Kantola (03), daughter of Becky Kennedy
(79) Fields, was married on March 21, 2009 to Patrick
Fromherz

• Angela Schilling (05) was married on May, 9, 2009 to
Alex Fritz

Deaths
The Portland Christian family extends their prayers for peace and comfort to:
• Lois Reynolds (57) Nelson in the loss of her husband,
Vaughn. Vaughn went to be with the Lord on February
20, 2009 after a short illness. Lois’s e-mail is: loisjnelson@gmail.com.
• Dick Bower (former teacher at PCH and missionary to
Nigeria) in the loss of daughter, Marlene, to cancer on

March 20, 2009. Dick lost his wife, Erma, several years
ago and is now remarried to former missionary, Doris.
Dick stays in touch with several of his former students
and wants everyone to know that God’s grace is always
sufficient, His ways are always right and His love for
each of us is beyond comprehension. Notes may be sent
to: 2122 SE Willow Ct., Hillsboro, OR 97123
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PORTLAND CHRISTIAN
FEATURED ALUMNI
From time to time the editor receives information about alumni who have either accomplished unusual things or have stories of God’s grace in their lives that would be an
encouragement to all of us. Following are stories about four PC grads.

M

FROM RESCUED TO RESCUER

y dear
friend
and teacher,
Mrs. Lampi
asked me to
write this
article for
the REALS.
I graduated
from PCH
in 1977,
the youngest of four children, Archie, class
of 1961, Jamie class of 1964,
Gretchen, class of 1970, and finally myself in 1977.
In the years since graduating, I
have had my ups and downs. Losing
both my parents threw my life into
turmoil and it took many years to
find my way and my place in life.
To be honest, I have done and tried
everything from A to Z. I lived on the
streets for a time in both Portland
and Albuquerque, NM. After years
of searching, I ended up in Colorado
where I found the job of a lifetime. It
was just what the Lord had had for
me all the time.
I am living in the San Luis Valley
south of Denver near Capulin, CO
at an altitude of 8000 feet surrounded by beautiful mountains.
When I arrived here at the ranch
four years ago, I found myself working as a ranch hand. Since I didn’t
know anything about ranching or
even how to ride a horse, I had to
learn quickly. The woman who owns
this property, and lives over 25
miles down the valley, told me if I
took care of all her animals, I could
remain. I gladly accepted her offer
and have stuck by our agreement
ever since. I found myself in a place
I dearly love, and as part of our
agreement, I was promised I would
never be homeless again.
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As the time went on, a level of trust
grew between the family who own
the ranch and me. I have been adopted as a family member and am
even now referred to as Uncle Will to
my two “adopted” nephews, 12-year
old Rusty and 4-year old, “Bo”.
Life on the ranch keeps me busy
24/7. Known officially as the
SNOWY RIVER ANIMAL RESCUE
Ranch, our motto is “An animal in
need is never turned away.” As these
animals are brought in, my job is
to care for them by bringing water
from the irrigation ditches, hauling
feed, mending fences, keeping the
injured animals separated and their
pens safe and clean. Records of all
births and deaths, injuries, suspicious incidents, etc., also must be
maintained for the Ranch.
Winter is the hardest time of the
year as there is no running water or
electricity here in the high country.
I do get cell service when the conditions are just right, however. I have
to work hardest in these dark, cold
months to ensure the animals are
well fed. As spring comes around, I
play the role of “midwife” and nurse
as the mares foal out. This spring
already I have had three mares
deliver healthy babies: one colt and
two fillies.
Horses are but a part of my caretaking responsibilities. In all, 51
residents have found refuge here at
the ranch: horses, mules, llamas,
donkeys, dogs, cats, sheep and 2
cows. It seems like all have their
own needs and they want them met
NOW! I have named all these animals, and, in one way, or another,
they all seem to communicate with
me.
As soon as we get into the warmth of

spring there is much to do after the
long hard winter. There are irrigation canals to be cleaned, repairs
to be done to the barns and to the
ranch house where I live, particularly roof repair after the storms,
often bringing 90 plus mph winds.
Shelters often need rebuilding, and
of course the inevitable mending of
fences. Winter comes quickly in this
country so one never stops cutting
and splitting wood, cleaning kennels
and stalls, etc. One time I actually asked, “When do I get time to
sleep and relax?” The answer came
quickly, “When we die, then we will
find rest.”
To all my friends from PC, “When
you get together at reunions and at
other events, I won’t make it back to
Portland because I am working fulltime here at the ranch. I enjoy every
minute of the work God has given
me to do because I have found fulfillment and purpose here at Snowy
River.” “I was rescued from a life
of living on the streets and all that
goes with that lifestyle. Because I
was rescued, I am now a rescuer
and I can give God’s creation, these
animals, a place of safety from the
storms of life.”
Check us out at:
snowyriveranimalrescue@yahoo.
com. Check out this web site as well:
www.awalkforhorses.webs.com.
–Will Barter, class of 1977

DR. MARK LLOYD, class of 1952, Honored by
Liberty University President, Jerry Falwell, Jr.

I

n April,
Mark was
honored by
Liberty University with
the Outstanding Service
Award for his
work with
the school’s
debate team.
Like his
parents before him, both of whom
served at Liberty until well into their
late eighties, Mark remains very
involved with the University.
When asked to share his life as
it is now, Mark told the editor, “I
live with my daughter, Linda and
her husband, Rob, and their nine
children. After their first two kids
were off and married, Linda and
Rob started adopting children. All
are beautiful and well-behaved and
I am having the time of my life!”
“I am very much involved on a lot
of fronts, including my work with

Liberty University.” (Ed. note: Mark’s
wife went to be with the Lord several
years ago.)
For a number of years Mark directed
The Old-Time Gospel Hour and has
authored the book, Pioneers of
Prime Time Religion, featuring
the careers of Rex Humbard, Jerry
Falwell and Oral Roberts. As director and producer of The Old-Time
Gospel Hour, it was the largest syndicated radio program in America.
The amazing statistics printed in a
local VA newspaper stated that the
program was being aired in 1976 on
251 major stations in the US, second only to Lawrence Welk with 191
stations, Hee Haw, 188 stations and
The Price is Right, 126 stations. The
newspaper article estimated that at
that time, 54,392,000 homes tuned
into the program each week.
Mark has produced over 3,000
programs in his career and still
serves as a consultant to numerous secular and religious organiza-

tions. For many years, Mark served
as the television liaison between
religious broadcasters and the major
networks at the National Religious
Broadcasters Convention. Mark
holds a Ph.D from the University of
Michigan and is a former Professor
of Broadcasting at Regents University, a graduate school in Virginia
Beach. Mark also taught at Wellesley College in Boston and Western
States College in Gunnison, CO. In
his “spare time”, Mark still runs his
Blue Ridge Appraisal Business, as
he said, “Just to keep myself busy”.
When asked if he were planning
to retire, he made the comment,
“Where is that in the Bible?”
Mark sent a number of PCH pictures from the early 1950’s as well
as many “proud Grandpa” photos of
his family. “By the way”, commented
Mark, “I’m going to show the Superintendent of Liberty Academy a copy
of the REALS, I’m impressed with
the magazine.”

DAVID L. MYERS, class of 1970,

A

newly appointed Director of the Center for Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives, Department of Homeland Security

fter serving for more than nine
years with Chicago’s Teen Living
Programs, David Myers has been
appointed to the position of Director of Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives by the Obama Administration. Dave will be leaving his post
as executive director of Teen Living
Programs in Chicago and moving to
Washington the end of May.

Teen Living Programs delivers
services to the homeless youth of
Chicago. Their goal in working with
these young people is to transform
lives by offering opportunities and
hope to teens having neither. As
David said, “I have many mixed
emotions. Teen Living Programs has
been more than a job to me. It has
become a primary community, with
colleagues who are my friends; and

it has created opportunity and hope
for me, just as it has for our youth.”
Portland Christian is honored to
have one of our Alumni appointed
by the President of the United States
to serve in this important position.
May David’s life and light continue
to shine as he assumes his duties in
Washington, DC. Congratulations,
David.
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GOD’S GRACE EXTENDS
FAR BEYOND THE CROSS

am so glad to make contact
with you again. There are those
rare people God places in our
lives to show forth His love and to
influence them for His Kingdom.
There is so much I would love to
share about my life since leaving
PCH: a life filled with adventure,
successes, and sadly, defeats. In a
capsule…when you run from God,
you end up nowhere.

the details of my very long journey
traveled since Portland Christian.

I am blessed with an amazing
wife, Pamela. She is a gift so awesome; truly a demonstration of
God’s remarkable grace and outrageous love. No matter how far
we wander, when at last we have
run out of self. He is always waiting for us when we return home.
Like the Prodigal son, the Father
is waiting to restore, bless, and
raise us back up. Hopefully I can
soon see you and give you more of

We currently live in Knoxville, TN,
but will be relocating our ministry to a ranch we have purchased
north of Branson, MO in Seymour.
Our move will be concluded by the
end of June. (Ed. note: Alan will
write more about his ministry later.)

A

–Pastor Alan and Pamela Goetsch
Beyond the Cross Ministries
alangoetsch@rocketmail.com
alanbeyondthecross@gmail.com

GETTING INTO THE GREEN SCENE
at PORTLAND CHRISTIAN

round the world, major
industries and schools are
turning green, Why is this so??
Some believe climate change is a
major issue, others are concerned
primarily with the health of planet
earth, but innovative schools
such as PCS, are jumping into the
green scene to conserve energy
and save the district thousands of
dollars. Portland Christian, under
the leadership of board member,
Tim Brunner, sees the green scene
as a way to create a healthier
environment for our teachers and
students and produce one that is
conducive to learning.

“Christians need to rethink their
position on going green”, commented one teacher. From a
Biblical perspective, what does
this mean? God is the Creator,
Redeemer and Sustainer of all
things. As His highest order
of creation, we humans are to
maintain and sustain that which
He has provided and do it with
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My first book, “Slicker Than Frog
Hair”, is due to be released in
August. The book tells the story
of a “frog” who became a King. All
the glory and praise belongs to
my Lord, for without His amazing
Grace, I would certainly be “taking tickets at the gates of hell”.

a sense of reverence and awe to
glorify God.
In a practical sense what does
this mean? The purpose statement
of the PCS Green School Committee is “To fulfill the school’s
responsibility to care for God’s
creation by maximizing our stewardship of His resources.”
As Mark Johnson, Business Manager said, “We have the potential to save thousands of dollars
each year in energy costs alone
through solid waste reduction. We
can begin by turning off unused
lights. We can begin by practicing good recycling habits, not just
with pop cans. We can begin by
being aware of how we use all the
supplies provided by the school for
teaching”.
Teachers, students and staff, alike
MUST get on the same page as we
discuss these all-important issues.
–Tim Brunner, Board of Trustees
Chairman of Buildings & Grounds

UPCOMING
REUNIONS
Class of 1959 Class of 1959 50-year
Reunion will be held on September
17, 2009. Details to be announced.
Class of 1961 Ladies Reunion. Contact Gloria Oschner Price at Bgcatz@
aol.com
Class of 1962 Annual Reunion July
25 at the home of Bill and Marie Trout
in Sherwood. watrout1@hotmail.com.
Class of 1969 40-year Reunion. September 26. Contact Karen O’Gieblyn
Esson for information at 360-834-7657
or e-mail her at kesson@gmco.com.
Class of 1979 30-year Reunion. August 8, 2009 Family BBQ and swim
at the Lampi Farm in Corvallis and
Couples Banquet at Megumi Chalet
in Government Camp, OR on September 12, 2009. Information has been
sent out. Please contact Carol Wienke
Dixon at eeppooh@aol.com or call
her at 503-799-2829. Check out the
group site on Facebook: Class of 1979
Class of 1984 25- year Reunion
scheduled to be held July 25, 2009.
See letter in the REALS from Kim
Morgan Butler and Cliff Samodurov.
Check out the group site on Facebook: Class of 1984
Class of 1989 20-year Reunion. Reunion scheduled for August 8 at Big
AL’s in Vancouver. Information has
been sent out. Contact Nancy Box at:
nancybox22@gmail.com or call her at
503-333-6806.
Classes of 1985 to 1990 Annual
Reunion and BBQ will be held at
the Sandy River Airpark on June
20, 2009 at 4:00 pm. Cost $10.00
per couple includes family, or $5.00
per person. ALL PCS ALUMNI and
FRIENDS are INVITED.
Class of 1999 10-year Reunion. June
13, 2009 at 4:00pm. Contact Jon
Hunnell at jonhunnell@gmail.com or
Daniel Burnett at daniel.burnett@
pcaschools.org. Check out the group
site on Facebook: Class of 1999.

for
Graduates of Portland Christian are
serving in many areas of the world.
Please send names to PCHS for
inclusion in the next REALS edition.
❤ The Russ Lambert (54) family
OCI, Colorado Springs, CO
❤ Dr. Camille Jamison (54) SIM USA
❤ Diane Sievers (54) Executive Director of PREP 4kids, Portland
❤ Jim and Lanita Smith (58)
Sweeney, Directors, Jesus Film
Project, NW
❤ Jaunita Phillips (59) Schiewek,
Hawaii
❤ Gene and Sheryl Shields (59)
Good, SOWERS Ministry
❤ Chuck (61) and Sally Keller, Ban
Lung, Cambodia
❤ Virginia Bradley (61) Cameroon,
Africa
❤ Jake and Marie Birch (65)
Penner, Eastern Europe
❤ Bob and Joyce Lander (66) Carlson, Kenya
❤ Jerry Glass (67) Uruguay, Biblical Ministries Worldwide
❤ Mike Rice (69) Emmaus Prison
Ministries
❤ Don and Gretchen Barter (70)
Cheney, Wycliffe Bible Translators
❤ Pastor Alan (70) and Pam Goetsch,
Beyond the Cross Ministries, MO
❤ Dr. Carl (71) and Cindy Reed,
Indonesia
❤ Dr. Scott Walt (76) and family,
Austria
❤ Pastor Mark Turansky (77), Hawaii
❤ Dr. Lori Marvel (78) Salierno,
Celebrate Life Int’l.
❤ Pastor Jon Gleason (78) and
family, Scotland
❤ Debbie Driesner (78), Mustangs
and MOHR
❤ Dan Brose (79) and family,
World Relief Ministries, humanitarian aid from the USA to the world

❤ Pastor Brent Ralston and family,
Phillipines
❤ Kari Keiser (80) Carrico and
family, Japan
❤ Mike Patrick (80) Stillwater
Stables Ministry, Ohio
❤ Kevin Bradley (81) Portland Rescue Mission
❤ Ron Lockwood (82) Wycliffe,
Germany
❤ Aron and Yvonne Dick (91) Noll
and family, Campus Crusade for
Christ, Global Aid Network
❤ Peter and Christina Walsh (91)
Firezar, ministering from USA to
Oradea, Romania
❤ Karen Brewster (92) Fangrad
and family, Creation Ministries,
Int’l., Canada
❤ Jason Oversteet (92), RESCUE
Music Ministry
❤ Dan (94) and Daryl Payne (96)
Collins, Bolivia
❤ Rich and Monica Blackwell (93)
Brubaker, Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship, OSU
❤ Duan Walker (95), Director of
Mid-Valley Fellowship
❤ Micah and Amy Stellar Tuttle
(95), Peru
❤ Janell Engeman (95) and Dan
Hartley, OC Int’l., Swaziland, Africa
❤ Dan and Marta Lewis, Hungary
❤ Shirley Wells, Israel
❤ Dr. John Schneider, Nursing
Home Ministries
❤ Trina Newcomb Chase, Burundi,
Africa
❤ Judy and Doug TenKley Marriage Team Ministries
❤ Eric Swanson-Dexel, former PCH
teacher, Director of Camp Hammer
Christian Ministries in California.
Thank you for keeping us updated
on the status of our men and women
in the military. Unless we hear differently, names will remain on this
prayer list. Thank you for praying.
❤ Adam Ayriss, Marines (husband
of Urlene Dick (89))
❤ Lt. Bryce Tucker Coast Guard,
(husband of Liz Phares (94))
❤ AJ Alovera (96), Marines

❤ Ensign Michelle Waldal (98) Navy
❤ Matt Strange (99), Naval Marine
Corpsman
❤ Brian Poling (01), Navy
❤ 1st LT. Alex Esson (02), Air Force
❤ Luke Koetje, husband of Shelley
Wright (02), Afganistan
❤ Jonathan Chambers (03), Marines
❤ Travis Hewitt (03), Marines
❤ Jonathan Rowlett (03), Navy
❤ Robbie Brandon (03), Marines
❤ Jon Lackey (03) Navy
❤ Ryan Dewey (03) Air Force
❤ Aaron Wolf (04) Navy
❤ Matt McBride (04), Navy
❤ Mike Manus (05), Navy Reserve
❤ Kyle Durant (05) Marines
❤ John Rogers (05) Navy
❤ Michael Garrison (06) Air Force
❤ Peter Khallaf Army
❤ Spc. Richard Kelly Army, Iraq
❤ Sgt Christina Clark, Army MP’s
in Iraq
General Requests for Prayer.
❤ Bill Buck, Director of Community Affairs, living with Non-Arteric
Ischemic Retinopathy with an 80%
loss of vision.
❤ Deanna Hunt (97) and A.J. (96)
Alovera that Deanna’s cancer would
be in remission.
❤ Becky Coulson, junior high and
International Student Counselor,
that her cancer would remain in
remission.
❤ Lois Reynolds (57) Nelson in the
loss of her husband
❤ Teachers and staff not returning
to PCS next fall.
❤ Returning PCS teachers and staff
to have a productive and restful
summer.
❤ Wisdom for the administration
and Board as they examine all budget considerations for 2009-2010 in
light of our present economy.
❤ PCS families unable to return to
PCS due to finances.
❤ PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
FOR THE AMAZING BLESSINGS
POURED OUT UPON PORTLAND
CHRISTIAN FOLLOWING THE MOSES PLAN REVEALED LUNCHEON.
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

I

t is with thanksgiving we provide the REALS at no charge to our
Alumni and Friends. However, the funds for the production of this
publication must come from the gifts of our faithful readers. As the
Lord places it upon your heart, please make a donation to the Alumni
Association for the production of the REALS. Your gift will be gratefully received and appreciated.
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT for the PRODUCTION of the REALS

❑ $10.00
❑ $20.00
❑ Other: ____________
Name:
Year:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone Number:
E-address:
Please make all checks payable to: Portland Christian Alumni Association and send to:
Portland Christian Alumni Association
12425 NE San Rafael Street
Portland, OR 97230
Gifts may also be made using a VISA or Master Card. To make
your gift using one of these cards, call Linda Swenson at 503-2563960 ext. 271 to make your donation. PLEASE let her know the funds
are for the Alumni Association. All gifts are tax deductible and are
immediately receipted by the office.
For further information please call Jeanne Lampi at 503-2563960, ext 267 or 503-880-4603. She can also be reached by e-mail at:
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.
This form may also be used to update your information. Thank you.

EST. 1947

Check out our website at
www.pcschools.org.
Tell your friends to look up
this edition of the REALS
under the alumni tab!
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