WELCOME TO
ADVANCED
PL ACEMENT
A N I N T R O D U C T I O N TO
H A RT H I G H S C H O O L’ S P R O G R A M

WHAT IS ADVANCED
PLACEMENT?
• It prepares, inspires, and connects students to college and opportunity.
• During the 2016-17 school year:

– Approximately 2,741,000 students took AP classes and took nearly 4,960,000 tests
in different subjects.
– Working to ensure that AP courses and exams meet college-level standards,
nearly 5,300 college faculty members reviewed AP teachers' course syllabi and
developed and validated AP curricula.
– AP teachers and college professors scored the 4.96 million AP Exams in 2017.
– For AP Environmental Science, it was taught in 6,359 schools. There were 5,286
9th grade students and a total 159,578 students that took the class.
– For AP Computer Science Principles, it was taught in 2,625 schools. There were
3,638 9th grade students and a total of 44,330 students that took the test.
• AP programs are committed to equity and excellence.

BENEFITS
• Students learn a subject in depth,
develop analytical reasoning skills, and
form disciplined study habits that
contribute to continued success at
the college level and beyond.

BENEFITS
• Students improve their chances of being accepted by the
college of their choice.
• Students who earn satisfactory scores on enough AP Exams
may be granted up to a full year’s credit by their college or
university.

BENEFITS
• Students who are exempted from
introductory courses at college by
way of AP exams have more time to
broaden their college experience by
exploring additional subject areas and
participating in internships.

BENEFITS
• Students who have demonstrated college-level achievement
through AP courses and exams are eligible for AP Scholar
Awards.
• AP courses enhance students’ confidence and academic
interest.

BENEFITS BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL

• Research on the effects of taking AP courses and
exams has shown that when AP students reach
college they typically:
– Take additional courses in the academic area of their AP
courses
– Enroll in more courses than their peers
– Achieve higher grade-point averages
– Graduate with double majors
– Go on to graduate school at a rate double that of their non-AP
peers

Research conducted by The College Board

THE VIEW OF COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES
• Admissions Officers look at high
school transcripts for AP classes
before other criteria is examined.
• There are only three things that
admission officers can look at on a
level playing field for all applicants.
Those three things are SAT tests,
ACT tests and AP tests.

AP PROGRAM AT HART
• Ranked in the top 2.4% in the nation (Washington Post)

• Hart High had 109 students take an AP Environmental Science class in
the 2016-17 school year.
• 62% of Hart APES Students that took exams in 2016-17 passed their AP
exam. Nationally the pass rate was 49.4% in 2016-17.
– Each year is different as the students that take the class are different and
the amount of time that they have to put toward the class changes. Success
in the class is dependent on putting in the time and getting the help that
each student needs.

• 19 different AP exams are being given at Hart in 2017-18. We will have
19 in the 2018-19 year.

VIDEO

Source: Code.org
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AP COMPUTER SCIENCE
PRINCIPLES
ABOUT THE COURSE:
AP Computer Science Principles offers a
multidisciplinary approach, focusing on the creative
aspects of programming.

Students will learn:
►

Creative problem solving

►

How to apply computational processes to analyze
large data sets

►

Programming

►

How the Internet works and important cyber
security issues

►

Impacts of computing innovations

“Every student has
this ability to create
things that they
didn’t even imagine
they could create.
And when they do,
it starts to draw
them in and inspire
them to think well
beyond what they
even imagined.”
—Richard Kick
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AP® Computer
Science Principles
Teacher

A NEW APPROACH TO AP ®
ASSESSMENT
Through-Course Assessment (Weight = 40%)
Performance Task

Individual Weight

Explore: Implications of Computing Innovations

16%

Create: Applications From Ideas

24%

End-of-Course AP® Exam (Weight = 60%)
Item Type

Number

Multiple Choice
(Single- and multiple-select)

12

74 questions

Timing

120 minutes

How do I sign up?
Fill out an interest form on Ms. Armour’s website.
:

bit.ly/msarmour (link can also be found on my staff page on the Hart High website)

Talk to your counselor.

AP SCIENCE CLASSES AT
HART HIGH SCHOOL
– Environmental Science (APES) :Taken in the 9th grade

– Biology: Take in 10th grade if they will be also in
Geometry as a 10th grade student. Others will take their
11th grade year.
– Physics 1 taken in 10th grade if they will also be in
Algebra II/ Trig in 10th grade and then they can take
Physics C as a Junior or Senior. Others will take during
their 11th grade year.
– Chemistry: Usually taken in the 12th grade

WHAT ARE THE OTHER SCIENCE
CLASSES ARE OFFERED AND WHEN?
• We have begun the implementation of the NGSS (Next Generation
Science Standards)
– 9th grade will be Biology (with Earth Science embedded into the class)
– 10th grade will be Chemistry(with Earth Science embedded into the class)
– 11th grade will be Physics(with Earth Science embedded into the class)
– Other science electives will be available during the 11th and 12th grade years
– Students can go between the AP and NGSS classes.

WHY AP IN
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• Reasons for 9th graders to take AP courses:

1. Only have 4 solid classes
2. Not yet driving
3. Not yet dating?????

4. Make great friends

WHY AP IN
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5. Work with top students

6. Work with top upperclassmen
7. Inexpensive college units ($96.00)
8.

Senior year students can take more advanced electives or
classes at COC

9. Colleges are looking for AP on college applications.

WHY AP IN
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Most importantly:
10. Students learn how to study and
build great study skills
11.They will establish study groups that will aid them
throughout high school
12.Cooperative work and organization are stressed
13.Students will struggle and it’s worth it!

WHY NOT TO TAKE AN AP
TH
CLASS IN 9 GRADE
Why 9th graders should not take AP Courses:

1.

Parents want them to (students must want to work
and take the class)

2.

Too much pressure

3.

Too advanced for maturity or skill level. (You must
be self motivated)

4.

Overscheduled, there are only 24 hours in a day.
You want to make sure you have the time to do
things the right way.

PREREQUISITES FOR AP ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE
• Must be in Geometry, or working hard in Algebra I as a
freshmen (The math in AP Environmental requires
understanding of dimensional analysis/ word problems)

• Outstanding grades in junior high
– “A” or “B” in English and Science
• Willing to work hard all year (The MOST IMPORTANT)

• Willing to complete summer assignment
• MUST fill out interest form by March 9th.
– Can be found on Mr. Ahart’s APES website which is found
on the Hart High School website.
– https://sites.google.com/a/hartdistrict.org/mr-ahart-apes/

WHAT IS AP
ENVIRONMENTAL LIKE?
• 24 chapters are covered in the book
• Reading notes, lecture outlines, labs and study packets for
each chapter

• Many extra hours outside of class
– Including Saturday Review/Practice test Sessions in Spring ( 3
Saturdays before the exam from 12:30-4:30)

WHAT IS THE AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE EXAM LIKE?

100 multiple choice questions (90 points)
4 free response questions (60 points)
3, 4 & 5 are passing scores for most schools
Test is taken in May and scores are mailed to you
in July from the college board
• If you score a 3, 4, or 5 on the AP test, all of your
semester grades turn to “A’s”
•
•
•
•

WHERE DO I SIGN UP?
• Fill in interest form for AP Environmental Science (available
https://sites.google.com/a/hartdistrict.org/mr-ahart-apes/ on Mr. Ahart’s
website )
• Students can find out from their Hart Counselors if they
have been placed in the class. The list will be with the
Counselors by March 16th.
• There will be instructions online in mid May for the summer
material and instruction on how to get your textbook for the
summer work. Summer work must be with you the day that
you return for classes in August.
• Any questions please email me at jahart@hartdistrict.org

AP INFORMATION NIGHT

• Thank you for coming!

