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Community involvement is important to our schools and is one of our greatest strengths! Working together, we
accomplish wonders and help thousands of children and adults who are less fortunate. Please read and marvel at
the scope of the Community Service/Learning concerns: homelessness and poverty; military overseas; literacy;
environment; disease; children; elderly; respect (character education focus); disability; and natural disasters.
A year ago I joined the BHUSD community and was asked to facilitate the
Service-Learning Program. What good
fortune for me! I have been so thoroughly impressed with the organized
philanthropy and leadership and can’t
think of a better perspective to get to
know the “Beverly Way”. Reflecting
upon this year’s Community Service
and Service-Learning projects, I realize that these various and enduring
acts of compassion and philanthropy,
not only serve to help those in need,
and not only help our youth to become thoughtful leaders, but also inspire our larger community by infusing us all with hope and optimism for
an ever better world.

Drive, the United for a Cause Tournament, the annual Albion School Event,
or the Feed the Hungry Event is to
appreciate the impact of these profound experiences.

dents.

We also thank our PTA for supporting
our service programs through their
participation and sponsorship.
Through this enduring relationship,
The success of our Community and
spanning more than 14 years, we are
Service-Learning programs is found in helping our students to find their
the close partnership between our
leadership potential “in the service of
staff and parent community. On beothers.”
half of the Service-Learning Teacher
Advocates, Kerry Mazor, Shelanee
We anticipate next year’s programs,
Fernando, Caitlin Carter, Kathy Bron- which are already in development,
te, and Michelle Halimi, we thank
including the Albion School Toy Drive.
Linda Jankowski for her expert leadWe look forward to working beside
ership, as well as Patti Tanenbaum,
you as we continue to serve others in
Maria Bennett and all of our Commu- need.
nity Service Advisory group for their
dedication to our exceptional proChristopher Hertz
A famous quote from President John
grams. We are also pleased to thank Director of Academic Excellence
F. Kennedy, “Ask not what your coun- our Chief Academic Officer, Dr. Jenand Technology
try can do for, but what you can do
nifer Tedford for championing the
for your country.” reminds me that
Community Service and Servicethe true core of a free people, of a
Learning partnership and making sure
democracy is our ability to assemble
this program remains an integral part
for the greater common good. By
of our educational program for stupulling together as students, teachers, and parents, our community is
strengthened, our needy supported,
and youth given the opportunity to
fulfill their potential to become kind
and trusted leaders.
In this year’s Newsletter you will be
reminded of the many service programs in which our students, parents,
and teachers participated. The rich
variety of projects is inspiring, and
the experiences for our students are
often deep and very meaningful. As
you read the quotes of our students
reflecting upon their participation and
see their photos during the Relay for
Life event, Compton Schools Toy

Apple Harvest Faire Service-Learning
Booth Volunteers

To Our School Community
Maria Bennett, Editor

Patricia T. Tanenbaum, Editor

The mission of Beverly Hills Unified School District is to inspire and empower each student to achieve academic excellence, embrace social and individual responsibility, and lead with integrity.

CELEBRATING 14 YEARS!
What a BIG year this has been for Community Service Learning (CSL) and great credit goes to the dedicated, organized and passionate support of new coordinator, Chris Hertz, Director of Academic Excellence and Technology. His
commitment and attention to detail has been invaluable. The result? Ever more expansive outreach derived from the
generosity of our hearts.
We are very PROUD of the good, caring, sharing people of BHUSD. In addition to our long partnerships, this year we
interfaced with at least 23 new and different organizations. Over the 14 years, our schools have connected with over
200 varying organizations. Spontaneity keeps things fresh and dynamic.
BHUSD is truly exceptional in its commitment to CSL that enriches our students in many ways – psychologically, socially, intellectually, morally. It brings the written lesson alive, with active learning that significantly increases retention. Please notice how many of the blurbs describe the applied learning.
More and more, the students, teachers, parents, administrators find CSL ever so useful not only in addressing specific concerns at the school sites, but also in allowing us to quickly respond when there are horrific national tragedies. .
(Witness this year - Sandy Hook, Hurricane Sandy and then the Boston Marathon Massacre.) We can effectively
channel terribly painful into meaningful action. The teachers use these events for learning opportunities, providing an
empowering outlet for creative action induced by compassion and sorrow.
Impressive, too, is the way CSL helps to bring our community closer. Cross grade and K-8 projects increase articulation at the individual sites while whole community endeavors foster unity across the District.... The BHEF Apple Harvest Faire (CSL volunteers led projects… helping the homeless and pediatric cancer victims) Relay for Life –American
Cancer Society ($11,048 raised); Holiday Feed the Hungry, (hundreds of snowflakes to adorn classrooms at Sandy
Hook and 1000 Christmas meals for the impoverished). Extraordinary, too, the BHHS donation of $17,000 for the
Concern Foundation and the MS Society.
Each year we highlight comments from the Advisory Board’s annual visit to Ms. Halimi’s BHHS Service Learning (SL)
class, an incredible outgrowth of the elementary school commitment. Ms. Halimi began 7 years ago with 3 students.
Today, 70 apply for the class capped at 30! The students now run the class. Their beloved Ms. Halimi, “guides from
the side,” a precept of SL. She remarked, This experience creates invaluable leadership practice. The students even
have their own website and created class tee shirt.
Realizing the value of collaboration, students representing a wide cross section of the student body assemble, organize themselves, follow through and accomplish amazing results, even surprising themselves. For example, one student remarked - this year’s AIDS Walk earned $2200! That’s up $1000 from last year.
Many remarked about the extraordinary impact of the Special Buddy’s Program wherein SL students are paired,
weekly, with special needs students : I look forward to it; On Friday night we took them to the school play. I could
tell it meant a lot to them; “We eat lunch with them.” Julia added. “It’s the gift of time that matters most,” commented Jeremiah.
Even Ms.Halimi shared - many parents call to tell me how SL has made such a difference in their kids. At professional conferences so many volunteer… How lucky you are to have a SL class! That is so unusual…..Yes! This class certainly exemplifies the true spirit and character building rewards of CSL.
THANK YOU to the Board of Education, Dr. Gary Woods, Dr. Jen Tedford, Chris Hertz, Teacher Advocates, and PTA
for enduring and critical support! THANK YOU to the parent Advisory Board for working absolutely tirelessly coordinating and leading extensive community outreach. THANK YOU to outgoing Advisory Board Chair, Linda Jankowski,
for YEARS of passionate leadership. The Advisory Board has been extraordinarily blessed by her professionalism, intelligence and strong organizational skills…. If we may be so bold...We work very hard because we KNOW how lucky
we are to have this very rich opportunity for our educational community. THANK YOU!!
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Awards to BHUSD’s Community
Service-Learning Program
Dr. Gary Woods, Superintendent comments “Learning to give in some way is a skill. It gives our kids a chance
to reap all the benefits that come from a gift of the heart. This has been evident at our schools. Kids love to
give. They learn how good that makes them feel.”
Community Service-Learning celebrates 14 years. What a triumph for all! In this incredible age of flux, our community stands firm to the ideals put forth in the BHUSD Mission Statement … to inspire and empower each student to

achieve academic excellence, embrace social and individual responsibility, and lead with integrity.
Here is a sampling of some of the awards the Community Service-Learning program has received over the years.
The greatest award? ... The one that is beyond measure,

the gift to the heart.



2013

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society—Top 100 Schools in US—Enduring Support—El Rodeo




2012

Honorary US Fund for UNICEF Ambassador—El Rodeo.

2012

Lifesaver Award for remarkable efforts supporting Leukemia and Lymphoma Society - El Rodeo.



2010

The prestigious Presidential Volunteer Service Award for a minimum of 100 hours in one calendar year—

given to 636 BHHS students over the years.



2009

BH City Council—Certificate of Recognition to HM Kindergarten for participation in Green School’s

Summit in Anaheim



2009

The prestigious Presidential Volunteer Service Award for a minimum of 100 hours in one calendar

year—given to over 500 BHHS students over the years.



2008

Beverly Hills City Council—Proclamation to S-L Advisory Board for 10 Years of inspired leadership



2008

One Heartland/Camp Heartland—Special recognition Beverly Vista Student Council for continuous

talent show contributions



2008

Mason’s Award—BHHS Advocate Michelle Halimi



2008

The prestigious Duke of Edinburgh Award, given by the honorable Earl and Countess of Wessex, to a

BHHS student for high personal achievement.



2007

BookEnds – BHUSD recipient of “Vision for Service” Award



2007

Life Rolls On Foundation—Honors Christy and Christian Fuhrer (HM) for extraordinary leadership and

service at their Annual Beverly Hills Gala



2005

National Service-Learning Conference Site Visit—To showcase Hawthorne’s “Jump-Rope for Heart”

Service-Learning



2003

Generation Earth’s LA County Solid Waste Reduction Project—Kerry Mazor’s (ER) Super Science

elective class received 1st place! Amazingly, the class diverted 12,431 pounds of waste collected around the
school!

Beverly Hills High School
at Aids Walk LA
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Service-Learning Across the District
With a designated project (K -8)

Kindergarten: 100th Day Celebration (Recipient Organizations Varied)
The students brought 100 coins separated into baggies.
Counting, sorting, and learning the value of 100 were some of the math skills practiced.

Grade 2: PATH/
Westside Food Bank

Grade 1: One Voice
One Voice is a non-profit organization that assists impoverished children and their families living in Los Angeles.
WE COLLECTED OVER 1,288 SOCKS THIS YEAR!

PATH helps the homeless find work, save money,
secure housing and empower them as much as possible. The Westside Food Bank distributes essential
nutritious food to local food assistance charities.
Our 2nd graders, in conjunction with their studies of
the Food Pyramid and the Power of Nutrition, fill
bags, lovingly decorated for Valentine’s Day, with
well-balanced lunches. 1,000’s of candy pieces,
tubs of yummy food, hundreds of canned goods
& dozens of turkeys were donated.

Grade 3: UNICEF

Grade 4: BookEnds

What a milestone!
2012-2013 was another banner year for the BHUSD/
BookEnds partnership. Over the years, our students
have collected more than 147,196 gently used books
The students learn that they make a difference and for needy children in south Los Angeles. The national
help under-privileged children around the world average ratio of books to students is 22 to 1, the ratio in
through the collection of pennies, nickels, dimes LA is 9 to 1 (and 3 to 1 if you don't count outdated and
damaged books).

and quarters.

The donated funds provide support for polio and
measles immunizations, vitamin A capsules for a
year (which protects children from blindness and
helps fight certain infections), school supplies and
fresh water to children in countries such as South
Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.
Students collect and count the money which provides the Service Learning aspect.

Beverly Hills students collected and
counted $3,250 worth of coins!

BOOKENDS is about children helping children for
literacy and leadership. This project beautifully
connects with Education, Human Needs and Literacy curriculum standards. Students recycle their
quality children’s books to create libraries in
needy schools. BOOKENDS is a wonderful solution to address the critical shortage of books in
the Los Angeles Unified School District, which is
about 7,000,000 books short compared to the national average.

Over the years. BHUSD has donated
$23,000 to UNICEF
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8,796 gently used books
were donated this year!

Service Learning Across the District
With a designated project (K -8)

Grade 5: Jump Rope for Heart
Jump Rope for Heart started at Hawthorne over 17
years ago!
A spokesperson speaking at supporting schools,
representing the American Heart Association,
reinforced the 5th grade heart healthy curriculum:
“Exercise; eat healthy foods; stay away from drugs
and alcohol.” Students jumped rope, took their
pulse to practice heart healthy awareness, and solicited donations.

Grade 6: Environmental Awareness

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Preserve
Each year the middle school is involved with a variety of projects that support the environment and
enhance the science curriculum; for example, the
adoption of whales, orangutans, polar bears, rainforests and the clean-up of school sites and beaches.

Amazing! Since 2000, we have raised
more than $192,409 for the American
Heart Association!

Grade 8: One Heartland
(Camp Heartland)

Grade 7: Pennies for Patients

Inspirational, interesting, powerful. They
helped us really understand about the virus
The Leukemia/Lymphoma Society, Pennies For
and how it affects and infects people…
Patients program is district-wide for 7th graders
and beautifully enriches Biology studies. This was
These are some of the comments that
kicked-off by an assembly with the introduction of
were repeatedly written in the student
this year’s “Honored Hero”, a young child bravely
reflections following the One Heartfighting a bout with leukemia.
land/Camp Heartland assembly.

Camp Heartland provides summer camp for young
people affected with HIV/AIDS. This has been one
Over $1,142 worth of coins were raised for
of our longest partnerships! Thank you once again
the Leukemia/Lymphoma Society this year!
to the PTA Council for their steadfast support. We
are especially grateful to our PTA for funding this
The Leukemia/Lymphoma Society supports important educational program. Our children are
blessed for such benefactors! More comments…
blood cancer research and patient services.
I felt I gained valuable knowledge on the discrimination
that people feel when they have the virus. One Heartland,
however, is a valuable outlet to the growing problem.
This presentation really showed that people infected with
HIV and AIDS are not different than other people.
The stories and message had a profound effect on how I
perceived HIV.

Our community has donated $25,000 to One
Heartland/Camp Heartland over the years.
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Beverly Hills High School
Providing Leadership Around The School… For the
7th year, the Service-Learning class created projects for teachers and students that encourage student leadership and hands-on, active learning. They
affect social concerns in the community, nationally
and even globally. In addition, many projects support the needs of various programs around the
school. Here’s a listing of their outreach …

and it was nice to give back to the community. I can’t
wait till it comes around next year, it was great. Hopefully
next year we can get more students to come and participate.” –Pearl K.

September… Back to School Night Sandwiches…
Students participated in making sandwiches for the
homeless. In another booth students explained service
learning. The students well informed the parents at Back
to School night. 200 sandwiches were made for P.A.T.H.
Team Building Activities… To work effectively within a
group, students must be familiar with each other. S-L
students participated in Team Building activities to set up
the foundation of community and partnership that is required to effectively plan events. “A lot of students really
enjoy the team building activities because it is a fun way
to break the ice and get to know the people you are going
to work with for the rest of the year.” - Imanouel T.
October… Aids Walk LA Students walk and donate
money to support and spread awareness of AIDS. Each
student in Service Learning is required to bring two or
more students, friends, or family members. It encourages
wide spread support. Additionally, flyers and handouts
are placed around the school for publicity. Over 80 students attended and raised $2,200. “This year it was a lot
of fun and we raised a ton of money” -Chanel T.
ALS Walk… A cheerful community event where students
walk and help raise money for those suffering from ALS.
This year, those who came were cooperative and helpful.
Even though participation was down, we raised $500 for
the ALS Association. “It was a great use of a Sunday

Creative Compassionate Giving… The 1st annual Art
Against Cancer Gallery took place at the Manny Silverman
Art Gallery. Artwork created by Beverly Students was
auctioned and proceeds were donated to pediatric cancer
research.
November… Thanksgiving Canned Food Drive… Students learn the importance of helping those less fortunate. This year, students created a competition among
sixth period classes to bring as many cans as possible.
And did they ever! Over 3,366 cans of food were collected for P.A.T.H. (People Assisting The Homeless). Additionally, service learning students went during their extended break and volunteered to cook. “This year our
Service Learning students as well as our school put significant effort and went the extra mile in this food drive,
tripling our collection this year.” –Natasha N.
Friendship Circle Walk… Service Learning students
joined the Friendship Circle Walk in order to help support
children with mental disabilities. “The walk was really a
lot of fun. But, it was one of Service Learning’s less notable events. Perhaps next year we can have more students
involved.” –Ben N.
Hurricane Sandy Relief… Service Learning and Highlights students went to classes collecting money to help
relieve the devastation.
December… BHHS/Albion Street... This was the 85th
year students participated in the Christmas program exchange with the over 500 students at Albion Street. The
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Beverly Hills High School
directly to research. Thank you volunteers!
February… Get Involved, Creativity and Campus
Cleanliness… Service Learning and ASB students designed, created, and distributed logos for all student organizations on campus for students to attach to their
lockers. 100 different club/team/organization logos were
created and 300 logos/emblems were attached to lockers. Then, to raise awareness, they created a video promoting campus cleanliness.
March… She Has A Dream… Service Learning collected
18 prom dresses to donate to less fortunate girls in East
Los Angeles. The dresses were given to the I Have a
Dream Foundation (ihadla.org), which distributed the
dresses. “The person who organized the event was very
pleased with our donation. We were happy to help,” said
Gracelyn K., Prom Dress Drive chairperson.
April… Sing for Teachers… Service Learning recruited
teachers to sing karaoke. Students raised $162 for A
Gift for Teaching charity, which benefits underprivileged
schools by getting free school supplies into the neediest
schools.
May… Albion Street and Book Ends Meet... Service
Learning students donated over 1,000 books to Albion
Street School. BookEnds arranged this hands on exchange. The students read together. Both the Albion and
BHHS students loved the day.

Service-Learning student shows off his S-L shirt.
students raised over $5,000 to cover expenses and 310
toys were purchased. In addition, BHHS always gives a
gift to the school. Last year, they were able to buy 3
iPads which benefited the whole school.
Vahagn Setian Walk… Honoring Vahagn’s tragedy and
great passion for life, Service Learning students helped
support the Vahagn Setian Walk by helping with set-up,
selling products, and partaking in the walk.

June… Pantene Beautiful Lengths Locks of Love –
Students, staff and community members donated at least
8 inches of their hair to help cancer patients. 20 students, staff, and community members bravely chopped
off their ponytails!
Mr. Herbold’s Class Goes Hands-On… Mr. Herbold’s
science classes annually develop and maintain a vegetable garden with produce distributed to homeless shelters.
This “hands-on” project involves a variety of curricula
(measurement, proportion, percentages/soil composition
and scientific method.)

Buddies Program—Character Education in Action…
193 Pints of Blood collected… Collaborating with
Every Monday, service-learning students participate in
UCLA, the ASB brought in a record breaking 168 students activities with special-needs students at the high-school.
donating to this 10th annual drive.
This act of kindness builds friendships and special memories. “The buddies program personally makes me feel
January… Kicking MS… Service learning raised money good. It gives them the ability to produce friendships
and awareness for MS by arranging soccer games among they wouldn’t normally have” -a service-learning student.
Beverly, Marlborough, and Milken schools. Food trucks,
including Burger Lounge in Beverly Hills, contributed to
Recycling and Donations… Students distributed recythe donations. “Our collaborative efforts produced an
cling bins to classes. Every Thursday, they collected recyevent that was greater than the sum of its parts. As a
clable cans and bottles to sell to a recycling plant.
result we raised close to $17,000 in funds for cancer and “Recycling helps Service Learning help the community
multiple sclerosis research,” said Ariel A., co-chair of Ser- while gaining revenue for other activities”- Joe B.
vice Learning. The money was donated to the Concern
Foundation and MS. 95¢ of every dollar raised goeas
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Beverly Hills High School

Some of the outreach...
Beverly Hills High School Disabilities Class
BHHS Community Enrichment
ALS Society
BookEnds
Aids Project LA
PATH
Concern Foundation
Recycling Organizations
Leukemia/Lymphoma Society
Albion Street
A Gift for Teaching
Hurricane Sandy Relief
I Have A Dream Foundation
Locks of Love
Multiple Sclerosis
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Beverly Vista
Cleaning Up Toxic Waste… 8th grade science teacher
Ms. Melody Dickens’ classes collected 403 batteries for
recycling on a monthly basis.

Serenading the Seniors… Thank you to Mrs. Chan’s
choir for uplifting spirits as they sang at the annual Roxbury Park Thanksgiving luncheon.

Recycling For Smiles… Mrs. Lucky’s 1st grade class
and Mrs. Lehman’s 2nd grade class led the K-5 community recycling efforts. They collected $250 which went to
Smile Train, an international charity that provides life
changing cleft palate surgery to those in need, as well as
providing training to doctors in the region.

Board of Education member Noah Margo dresses
up for his alma mater to raise money for turkeys.

Outreach to Africa… Students in grade K-5 read to
each other and wrote letters to Makuleke Village, located
on the northern region of South Africa. Supported by the
Sharing to Learn organization, students created educational materials to help village students learn about our
region and different parts of our country and culture.
October… Pretty in Pink… Beverly Vista Middle School
Student Council sold pink glasses and beads to benefit
Susan G. Komen Cure For Cancer. They raised $400
and learned that much progress has been made in the
fight against breast cancer.
Aids Walk LA… Mr. Humphreys middle school PE students joined the Aids Walk. Afterwards they answered a
questionnaire and discussed AIDS and how it can affect
anyone.
Trick or Treat… 3rd grade students collected money
while trick or treating and raised over $866 for UNICEF.
They reinforced their math skills by counting and sorting
the money.
Students read to Pre-K… 4th grade students from Ms.
Hanlon’s class shared stories they had written with children in Ms. Gifford’s Pre-K class just as they do in the
Makuleke Village in Africa.
November… Halloween candy… Students collected
over 100 pounds pieces of candy from their Halloween
bags. The candy was donated to the Westside Food
Bank and Camp Harmony.

Collecting cans… All of 5th
grade & one 6th grade class
competed to see which class
could collect the most cans of
food and drink for the
Westside Food Bank. They
collected over 1541 items
which were boxed! Money was
also collected for turkeys.
Tutoring… Ms. Cryer, Mr. Millikan and Mr. Weiss’s 5th grade
students donated their time for
4 days after school to collect
money for the victims of Hurricane Sandy. They charged
$1.00 per hour. In those 4
days they collected over $113
which was donated to the Red
Cross.
Scarves for S.P.Y… Middle
school students from Mr.
Weiss’s class made fleece
scarves by tying pieces together. The scarves were donated
to S.P.Y. (Safe Place for Youths), a safe haven for
homeless youth in Los Angeles.
December… Toys for Compton… Students from every
grade collected toys and games for students in the
Compton Unified School District during the annual Toy
Drive. Bins of new toys were collected and distributed!
January… Towels, Towels, Towels!... BV together
with Horace Mann students collected towels for Camp
Harmony. Combined total of towels—214!

Hats for Cancer… Students loved knitting and looming
hats for children and adults with cancer. 50 colorful hats
were donated to Hats Off To Cancer. Sandwich making
was available as well. The sandwiches were donated to
the Westside Food Bank.

Adopt An Animal… 6th and 7th grade students collected $55 to help feed and care for an animal. The 6th
grade money went to help a whale and the 7th grade
money helped a polar bear. The students received information about the animals and their names.

Run for Office… K-5 students ran a mock election, making ballots and writing letters/directions to teachers. The
February… 100 Beautiful Reasons to Celebrate…
ballots were counted on 11/5 and Barack Obama won!
The K-5 Student Council, led by Christine Cryer and Jonathan Weiss had a 100 day art exhibit. Students submitThank you Custodians!… Students in grades K through ted a piece of art, to celebrate BV and 100 days of
5 wrote letters to their custodians thanking them for all
school. Each piece was unique. They were displayed in
they do to keep the school clean.
the atrium of the school. Over 150 pieces of art decorated the school atrium celebrating the 100th day of school
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Beverly Vista
and the 100 reasons why BV is so great!
Feed the Hungry… Pre-k thru 5th grade made lunches
for the homeless. Each grade contributed something
special for the effort. K-1 decorated the lunch bags, 2-3
made Valentine’s Day cards, 4-5 made sandwiches and
put together a lunch including sandwich, raisins, juice
and a treat. Over 550 lunches were made and picked up
on Valentine’s Day for the Westside Food Bank.
Sing and Dance for One Heartland, Camp Heartland’s Umbrella Organization… Annually the students
and staff come together to create a fantastic talent
show. For years and years they have been singing and
dancing their hearts out to support the efforts of this
organization, helping those affected by HIV Aids. This
year they raised more than $2,100.
Jump Rope for Heart… Todd Radonsky organized BV’s
Jump Rope for Heart for grades K-5. Students jumped
rope to music during their PE time. BV raised $3500 to
benefit the American Heart Association!
Chains of Love… Mr. Weiss’s 5th grade class made
“heart chains” for Valentine’s day to share with the senior citizens. The chains were made in class and delivered
after school to The Carmel on Burton Way, an assisted living complex.
March… Lucky Leprechaun Loot… The K-5 Student
Council led by Christine Cryer and Jonathan Weiss sold
Lucky Leprechaun Loot (Candy grams) to be delivered to
other students. The students raised $539. The money
will go to buy recycling bins for our school.
April… 2,200 gently used books collected for
BookEnds… 4th graders spent one week collecting
books throughout the school and then on “Sorting Day”
they separated the books by genre to prepare for
“Delivery Day.” This year’s books went to start a library
at Noble Elementary School. New this year, all three
1st grade classes decorated over 100 animal bookmarks
to go with the books to Noble Elementary.
Soles4Souls… K-8 students collected shoes for Soles
for Souls, a shoe charity that donates shoes to adults
and children in need. 221 pairs of shoes were collected.
Campus Cleanup for Earth Day… Monday April 29
was Campus Clean-up day for Middle School. Student
Council sponsored a school wide poster contest with the
theme DO NOT BE TRASHY. Both the K-5 and the Middle
School Student Councils organized making Recycled Paper Mache Earths and cleaning the campus. Students
cleaned up several bags of trash.

traits of children and teens around the world that have
been orphaned, neglected, or disadvantaged. The portraits provide them with a special memory of their youth,
honor their heritage and identity, and help them build a
positive self-image. The Memory Project delivers these
gifts, and then photographs the kids receiving them so
the artists can share in the experience. The goal is to
inspire caring, global friendship, and a positive sense of
self.
May… Relay for Life… The Middle School student council collected money throughout the year by selling hot
chocolate on Wednesday mornings before school. The
money was used to buy supplies and goods needed for
the Relay For Life activities. Students and staff donated
about $300-$350 worth of goods and services as well as
volunteered their time. In addition, the K-5 student council and Ms. Verstegen’s 2nd grade class collected donations for Cameron, a 2nd grader who is fighting Leukemia. Together they collected over $860. WOW!
Service Dogs Visit Kindergarten… Ms. Medway’s kindergarten class learned from AAT (Animal Assisted
Therapy) about service dogs and how they help people
in and out of hospitals by sitting with them and comforting them. The students read to the dogs.
Heifer International… K-5 Student Council and the
students in Mrs. Lucky’s and Mrs. Lehman’s classes
raised $250 through recycling for the Heifer International
Foundation. To end hunger & poverty, Heifer International’s mission empowers them to turn lives of hunger
and poverty into self-reliance and hope with gifts of livestock and training. In exchange families agree to give
one of their animal’s offspring to another needy family…
Passing on
the gift.

Joseph,
a
kindergarten
student
enjoys
petting
an AAT
dog
while
reading
to him.

Embrace… Art Teacher Ryan Lisko and students created
portraits for The Memory Project. The Memory Project
is a unique initiative in which art students create porPage 10

El Rodeo
cussed and informed family of safety hazards in the
home. They sketched exit routs and wrote up problems
and solutions.
Save the whales… Students collected money to adopt
humpback whales through whaleadoption.org. They
studied endangered species and talked about the importance of whales in the ocean environment. $60 was
collected.
Endangered Species... Ms. Mazor's students took action
to adopt a chimpanzee and an orangutan! Directly related
to ecology, environment and famous scientists, students
collected $100 to "adopt" a chimpanzee through the
Jane Goodall Institute and $35 to “adopt” an orangutan through the Orangutan Foundation International
(OFI).
Run For Reuse… 50 pairs of gently used athletic shoes
were donated to Kids Run For The Planet for reuse to
make Nike Grind for athletic surfaces.

ER students reminding everyone at drop-off to
bring their gently used books to school for the
BookEnds book drive.
September… We Can Make A Difference! - Coastal
Beach Cleanup… Students participated in Heal the
Bay’s annual coastal beach clean-up. This activity enriches the oceanography unit as students learned about the
inter-relatedness of human action and ocean ecosystems.
“Just wanted to let you know that I brought my daughter,
to Heal the Bay this past Saturday. She also invited her
friend, to join her. Originally, they had gone for the extra
credit. They came away feeling like they had done something good for the community. Both girls were also interviewed by a reporter from Channel 16 in front of a TV
camera. Thank you for suggesting that the students participate in such activities. I believe they have gained new
awareness: they should take care of our environment; it’s
fun to participate in community events such as this; and
doing something good for the community also feels good.
I can't wait to do it again with them.” - a parent
October… 3rd grade Trick or Treat for UNICEF… Multiple grades joined Tracey McGreggor, Jean Nelson, and
Gena Schmidt’s 3rd graders in this service-learning project. Students, families and friends donated over $1,280
to UNICEF to help children across the globe gain access
to better nutrition, clean water, medicine, immunizations,
education and emergency relief. Certificates of Appreciation were awarded.
3,229 books were collected… and delivered to students at 68th Street School. BookEnds facilitated this
rich 4th grade service-learning project. Ellen Kwon,
Michelle Ziskind, and Kim Seltzer’s 4th graders enthusiastically read and shared the books they brought with the
kindergartners of 68th Street School. 6th graders also
collected 260 books. Gratefully, 68th St School sent a
box of cookies to ER students.
E.D.I.T.H. (Exit Drills in the Home)… Students dis-

Apple Harvest Faire Sandwich Making… ER students
joined with students throughout the district to make over
500 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for the
Westside Food Bank. They also loomed hats for cancer
patients.
November… How to get rid of old drugs… During
National Prescription Take Back Day, unused prescriptions are collected so they do not enter the waterways or waste stream. Students participated for extra
credit in Science class and learned the proper way to dispose of meds. “My mom was surprised and happy. She
hung my letter up. She was proud of me!” - ER Student.
Rising to the Challenge… Karen Novoseller’s kindergarten class learned how to measure and bake Pumpkin
Bread. The students made 22 Pumpkin Breads that were
delivered to the Union Rescue Mission.
Hurricane Sandy Relief… In response to the Hurricane
Sandy disaster, 19 boxes of donated clothes and supplies
were collected and mailed to 2 schools, and a shelter in
Brooklyn, NY. Diddy Reese cookie sales after school
raised $3,000 for Hurricane Sandy victims through the
Red Cross. An additional $83 was raised by students
that did chores for dollars. The money was given to the
Chores for Dollars for Disasters. Jennifer Liberato,
Alyssa Para & the Student Council led the effort.
Spreading Joy with a Meal… The whole school participated in the PTA’s Annual Canned Food Drive for the
Westside Food Bank. “The most important thing I can
do to keep my body healthy is read the food labels, order
smaller portions in restaurants and eat organic, non-GMO
foods. Eat more raw vegetable and continue to play tennis, volleyball and walk my dog for exercise. I feel great
inside after helping the PTA collect food for those who
need it.” - Hanna, 6th grader.
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El Rodeo
December… Cards for Sandwiches… In preparation
for the Christmas Eve Feed the Hungry event, art students made 250 cards to go with the lunches to the
Westside Food Bank.
Toys for Compton… Students participated in the annual
Toy Drive for Compton Schools. Toys are collected as a
part of a community service project for the holiday season.
January… Pennies for Patients... Students participated in an assembly on Leukemia, the most common type
of blood cancer in children. Seven 6th graders baked
goods for a bake sale to raise $142 to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 1st-8th grade raised
$3,463 over the 3 week drive. Under the leadership of
Kerry Mazor, ER has collected $20,000 over the past 8
years while enriching science curriculum.
Hearts for Harry… Students made 8 x 11 art work with
hearts that is then converted into a set of 25 cards with a
donation of $25. Over $1,000 was raised for the Harry
Hollmberg Fund that gives to palliative and hospice
care.
6th Grade Energy Project… Kerry Mazor’s 6th grade
science classes learned about alternative energy sources
to save the environment from pollution and conserve energy. Students built solar ovens and made s’mores with
the ovens! What a yummy lesson!
Community Garden Planting… Students began planting the community garden under the direction of Coach
Para and parent Jackie Kassorla.

Michelle Kalt, Relay for Life Event Chair and
Chris Hertz, Director of Academic Excellence
and Technology

Day pledge and placed it on a tree poster, which was displayed on campus to show our commitment to making a
difference in the environment. Students shared a healthy
snack as they participated in this El Rodeo PTA/Garden
February… Make A Wish… Paige Lucas and Ellen
Kwon’s 4-5 student council sold $1 candygrams (rainpops Committee sponsored event. "El Rodeo's Earth Day Celewith notes attached) to 1st-5th graders for a week. At the bration is a wonderful opportunity to reinforce our stuend, they raised $1,000 for the Make A Wish Founda- dents' awareness about environmental issues, as well as
tion! Every 40 minutes a wish is granted to a sick child in encourage them to accept protecting nature as a personal
priority. Recognizing environmental concerns has become
the U.S.
a school tradition, thanks to the support of Principal Hoffman and the El Rodeo PTA," comments Jackie Kassorla,
Socks! Socks! Socks!... One Voice, a non profit that
El Rodeo's Garden Committee Chair.
assists impoverished children and their families living in
LA is the recipient of 1288 pairs of socks. Inspiringly, 24
academic standards including reading, writing, math, and Boston Marathon Memorial Moment… One week post
social science were addressed as the 1st graders counted the tragic event, at 11:50 a.m. the whole school observed a moment of silence accompanied by Audie Kay’s
and graphed the socks collected school wide. To celestudent band.
brate, the 1st graders had a sock hop, with old fashioned
root beer floats and all!
May… Walk for Life… Students from all 5 schools participated in a 24 hour Relay for Life walk event at El RoReading Buddies… 8th grade students paired with
deo. Luminarias were lit in memory of loved ones lost to
26 primary school students to practice reading. All students enjoy the individual attention and benefit from the cancer. 8th grade students volunteered in the booths.
The money raised benefited the American Cancer Sociweekly reading experience.
ety (Cancer.org). A BHUSD team participated along
with the whole community.
April… Earth Day Celebration… Students planted
seeds for trees & seedlings for a vegetable or flower to
take home in a recycled container. They wrote an Earth
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Hawthorne
New Toys… Student in all grade levels donated new,
unwrapped toys to the district-wide toys drive for Compton schools. 16 barrels of toys were donated during the
holidays!
Caroling in Spanish… The Hawthorne community enjoyed the voices of the middle school Spanish students as
they went from room to room serenading students and
staff with their caroling.
January… 100 and counting… Mrs. Brilliant’s, Ms.
Lindsay’s, and Mrs. Thomas’s Kindergarten students collected money to celebrate the 100th day of school. After
counting and sorting the coins, over $300 were donated
to P.A.T.H. People Assisting the Homeless.

Mrs. Lehrer’s 1st Grade students hold up the placemats
they made for Project Angel Food

February… Pause For Reading… Scholastic Books
Sponsored by the Scholastic Book club “ClassroomsCare”
program, 3rd grade students at Hawthorne read at home
and log their minutes and then PAWS donated 1,400
books to kids in need. This year students across America
logged 160,000,000 minutes earning 1,000,000 books for
needy kids.

September… Wells for Africa… Students in 2nd and
3rd grade classes collected water bottles to raise money
for Wells of Life, an organization that helps communities
April… The 4th Grade annual BookEnds project sharpin East Africa build critical, life saving wells. Over $185
ened math skills as they organized a gently used book
were collected and donated.
drive for a school in need. They hand-delivered their
books and read with the children. They also did several
October… Trick or Treat… 2nd, 4th, 5th and middle
math lessons to figure out the mean, median, and mode
school students participated in trick or treat for UNICEF
this year. They sorted, counted, and graphed the money of the number of books donated from each grade level.
on charts and poster displayed in the hallways. The total 2,867 gently used books were donated to 107th Street
School by Ms. LeBlanc’s, Mrs. DiNoble’s and Mrs. Poltoraamount donated was more than $603.
k’s classes.
Remembering our veterans… Students split the candy
they received from trick or treating in the neighborhood
in half and donated 21pounds of candy to the Veterans
Association through Operation Gratitude!
November… A Beautiful Table… Students in Ms. Lehrer’s, Ms. Lefkowitz’s and Mrs. Naiman’s 1st grade classes
designed placemats for donation. The 60 placemats went
to a shelter, Project Angel Food. Project Angel Food
delivers meals to people afflicted with AIDS. In addition,
Mrs. DiNoble’s, Ms. LeBlanc’s and Mrs. Poltorak’s 4th
grade classes made 60 placemats for Cedar Sinai’s
Chapter Meals on Wheels.
Food Drive Cans… Students learned about collecting all
the items needed make a healthy balanced Thanksgiving
meal, and to sort into categories. Many barrels of food
were donated to the Westside Food Bank.
December… Christmas Eve Feed the Hungry… Hawthorne hosted the Beverly Hills community to make handmade cards, sandwiches, and filled bags of chips, drink
and fruit to be given out on Christmas Eve. 1,225 meals
were packed in just one hour! The Greater West Hollywood Food Coalition delivered the meals.

Relay for Life… K-8 students collected recycling to be
donated to the Relay for Life cancer awareness event at
El Rodeo. Many students participated in the walk at El
Rodeo, others donated their time. The money raised went
to the American Cancer Society.
May… Recycling Takes a Pointed Turn… When the
school’s pencil sharpener stopped working, Mrs. Naiman’s
1st grade class decided to get a new one. They started
collecting water bottles to recycle. When they were done
$44 had been raised and a new heavy duty pencil sharpener was purchased.
June… In Memory of… When the dearly beloved 8th
grade social studies teacher Janet Lambert passed away
from a long battle with Leukemia, students and families
wanted to do something in her memory. They sold bracelets and raised $745 which was donated to the Tower
Cancer Foundation. Rest in peace, Mrs. Lambert.
Environmentally Friendly… In conjunction with their
studies in science, social studies and math, students collected water bottles for recycling and sold environmentally friendly totes. The World Wildlife Fund was the recipient of $578!
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Horace Mann
Teachers,
students
and
parents
come
together
during the
Relay for
Life event.

Extra Lunch Drive… Five times this school year we collected extra lunches from students in grades 1-5. The
lunches were donated to the Westside Food Bank and
distributed throughout Los Angeles. We collected close to
500 lunches during the year. .

a great cause—to eliminate homelessness among families with children by providing housing, supportive services and advocacy.
January… Valentine’s Cards… 50 middle school students made Valentine’s Day cards to donate to the Arthritis Foundation. The over 200 cards were delivered
to doctors at Arthritis Foundation and Cedars Sinai
Medical Center. Imagine, 300,000 children have juvenile arthritis.
February… Remembering Our Seniors… Students in
grades 4-8 made more than 60 valentines for the Watermark Retirement Home on Carson Road in Beverly
Hills. Students who delivered the cards described it as a
“feel good” day!

Books… Books… and more Books!... Students donated gently used books through BookEnds to LA Elementary School in order to provide that school with
classroom library books. Students sorted the books into
October… School-Wide UNICEF Drive… raised over
$500. Students in 3rd grade classes made posters in their genre and delivered over 2,000 books.
computer classes and wrote speeches. Practicing public
Breast Cancer Awareness… Team Horace Mann parspeaking, they presented the program to all the classes.
ticipated in the Relay for Life for the American Cancer
Society at El Rodeo. Many families, students and staff
Candy to Share and Math… The Veteran’s Hospital
participated at the event, representing all grades at Horwas the recipient of 5 large garbage bags of pieces of
ace Mann. In addition, students wrote stories of how
Halloween candy donated by students in all grades. Stucancer affects their lives. Students raised money
dents sorted the candy into different groups, counted out
groups of 30 and sorted the candy into as many groups as through donations, a lemonade stand and “Walk the Top
Dog”. HM hosted over 30 participants and raised over
possible.
$4,000.
November… Mock Election… Over 600 students voted
for political candidates and propositions and then analyzed Clean up the Trash… Students met at the beach to
collect trash and take inventory of the litter on the beach
the results.
through Heal The Bay.
Thanksgiving Canned Food Drive… 3rd and 4th grade
students learned about the traditions of Thanksgiving—
why we give things and why certain foods are associated
with the holiday. Then they sorted and grouped the donations to make Thanksgiving meals. 4 huge tubs of yummy food were collected for the Westside Food Bank!

Camp Harmony for Disadvantaged Youth… Students
counted and sorted over 100 towel donations for Camp
Harmony providing an overnight camp experience in
the summer & winter for impoverished children.

Community Service

December… Snowflakes for Sandy Hook… Students in
Students participated in a number of Community Service
grades 6-8 made paper snowflakes for the students at
Sandy Hook Elementary. When they returned from winter events such as …
break they were greeted by a “winter wonderland”.
School On Wheels Drive… Over $500 in supplies
was donated to this organization that tutors the homeHoliday Cards for the Homeless… Students created
less. Different supplies were requested at each grade
over 250 holiday cards for the homeless to be given when level e.g., K … crayons, highlighters; 1st grade … unthey receive their Christmas meal.
sharpened pencils and/or plastic pencil sharpeners.
Remembering our Soldiers… Students wrote holiday
cards of gratitude to soldiers in Iraq & Afghanistan. For
The Troops.org facilitated.
Upward Bound House HM Concert… The Horace Mann
annual concert to benefit the Upward Bound House featured great music from students and faculty while helping

Canned Food Drive... Over 200 cans were collected
for the Compton School District.
Toy Drive… Over 100 toys were collected for the
Compton School District.
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A BIG thank you to our hard-working and creative
Service-Learning Advocates of 2012-2013!
Beverly Hills High School—Michelle Halimi

Vision
looks
outward
and
becomes
inspiration

Beverly Vista—Kathy Bronte
El Rodeo—Kerry Mazor
Hawthorne—Shelanee Fernando
Horace Mann—Caitlin Carter
Many thanks to these exceptionally dedicated
Advisory Board members!

Dr. Jen Tedford
Chris Hertz
Glenna Baron
Linda Jankowski
Marjaneh Manavi
Emily Wolf
Grenda David
Rona Forouzan

District
District
Beverly Vista
Chair, El Rodeo
El Rodeo
El Rodeo
Hawthorne
Hawthorne

Michele Rose
Peter Gabayan
Anna German
Franny Rennie
Colleen Sternshein
Patti Tanenbaum
Maria Bennett

Hawthorne
Horace Mann
Horace Mann
High School
High School
Consultant/Publications
Publications

GET CONNECTED!
HERE ARE SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES TO EXPLORE. CHECK THEM OUT!
www.volunteermatch.org
Where Volunteering Begins… VolunteerMatch is a leader in the nonprofit world dedicated to helping
everyone find a great place to volunteer near your home and in accord with your passions.
www.wellsforlife.org
The goal is simple... To provide safe water for people in need in order to create a lasting impact for
generations to come.
www.agiftforteaching.org
Support for public school… A Gift for Teaching provides resources and surplus materials free to teachers for their students in need.
www.operationgratitude.com
A Slice of Home… Operation Gratitude sends care packages and letters to the men and women in the
military deployed overseas. One soldier stated “The guys and I really appreciate all your good deeds
packaged into a small slice of home.”
www.redcross.org
Chores into Dollars… The Dollars for Disasters campaign, run by the American Red Cross, helps local
victims of disaster get back on their feet again.
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Celebrating 14 years 1999—2013!
Look at these amazing statistics with our longest community partners!

148,956

Gently used books
for BookEnds

Camp Heartland Events
raised over

$30,330

$192,409

Amazing Statistic!

Notes, letters, and care packages to our Military personnel
overseas

2000–2013…
Money raised for
The American
Heart Association

4,827
16,588
Pairs of Socks
for organizations supporting the impoverished

Money
ra
for UN ised
ICEF

$22,9

90

$65,666
Worth of pennies
benefiting
the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society

Peanut butter & jelly
sandwiches & lunches
to the homeless, distributed by the
Westside Food Bank
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In 14 years we’ve raised
more than $616,342!
This year BHUSD has connected
with 55 different organizations
near and far representing the very
diversified concerns of our giving
and caring school community! How
enriching and fulfilling it is to
enhance learning by bringing
REAL LIFE into the classroom.
Please visit the Community Service/Learning website at
http://bhusd.org
Parents
Service-Learning
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