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AC makes the Cafeteria really cool
By Sargam Mehra '16
When Molloy opened for the new
year, the big topic on everyone’s lips
was the renovations to the Cafeteria
and soon-to-be finished Chapel.
While Stanners love the new air
conditioned Cafeteria, they miss its
old glass booth.
Cafeteria renovations began in June
and were completed by Labor Day.
With the help of $500,000 collected
from the Walk-a-thon, the new Cafeteria has been painted a new color,
has a new roof featuring 14 skylights
and energy efficient lighting, a new
and improved sound system, and climate control, which allows for air
conditioning on hot days.
It also included one addition which
surprised students, an unnamed
wooden booth replacing the famed
"Glass Booth," which served as the
teacher assistants' office.
It was changed in order to create a
neater, more comfortable area for the
TA's to greet late students in the
morning and conduct other business.
Students have given the renovated
Cafeteria mixed reviews with the biggest complaint being the loss of the
Glass Booth.
Although junior Rose Maisano said
the Cafeteria looks “bigger than last
year, when it felt stuffy,” she said the
new wooden booth “looks weird” and
the Glass Booth looked a lot better.
Junior Elizabeth Mantilla appreciates the new skylights and the air conditioning.

Teacher Assistants Mr. T.J. Laible and Ms. Jessica Pastore now observe students from the new brown box which
has replaced the Glass Booth this year in the renovated Cafeteria. (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16)
“It’s way cooler,” she said.
Junior Samantha Racan said the
wooden booth “will take time to get
used to because the Cafeteria doesn’t
seem the same without the Glass
Booth.”
Junior Laura Geoghegan said of the
Glass Booth, “I was really surprised
but I didn’t notice it until someone
pointed it out. Although I’m not going to miss the actual Glass Booth, I
am going to miss calling it that. I am
curious about the new name it’s going to get soon.”

Junior Liam Rock likes the new airconditioning and skylights but said,
“I do miss the Glass Booth. It was so
iconic!”
Junior Casey Kearney said, “The
new Cafeteria is a big improvement.
The new air conditioning makes it
more comfortable. I also like the new
wall color.”
Kearney was surprised to see the
Glass Booth was gone but “I don’t
really miss it because it was the site
of me getting my one and only detention. I think they should call the

new booth the Swag Booth.”
Molloy President Mr. Richard
Karsten said the main reason the Cafeteria renovations took place was
because of leaks in the old ceiling.
Another reason was changes in the
New York City building code which
required new fire safety doors and
emergency lighting.
"Every surface was replaced except
for the beautiful terrazzo from 1957,”
said Mr. Karsten.
The Chapel renovations are not yet
Continued on Page 6

Frosh first class to get textbooks on iPads
By Sophia Savvides '15 and Phillip
Barsamian '15
All the preparation and anticipation
of frosh getting iPads is over!
When the school year began, frosh
could be seen walking the halls with
their new “textbooks.”
About 360 iPad Air 32GB's were
distributed to frosh August 19-27.
Frosh who could not come to
Molloy at that time received their
iPads on the first day of school.

Apps and all frosh textbooks were
downloaded to each iPad on distribution day.
Assistant Principal Mr. Ed Cameron,
who said Molloy will use the same
August distribution system next year,
feels the move to iPads has been a
success with “about 400 iPads having been given out and all are working well.”
Each frosh had to pay a $500 technology fee that covers the cost of

Frosh frolic in
summer sun
at Esopus
Page 5

computer infrastructure and staff.
If a frosh loses an iPad, the app
“lost my iPad” has been installed to
find it.
However, if this app fails to find it,
frosh must replace their lost iPads.
Molloy's iPads are no different from
iPads at the Apple store with one main
difference: the school controls these
iPads. Airdrop, face time, and
iMessaging are off and firewalls block
certain websites as well.

Mr. Cameron called the iPads “a
tool to think with;” thus, the school
did not want to limit too many functions. The camera is on, the app store
is open, and the school pays for every app.
The iPads are meant to replace
textbooks and basic pen and paper
note taking.
Mr. Cameron said over the years the
school will see “a lot more power in
Continued on Page 3

Fall baseball
is a time for
rebuilding
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Senior year? But I just got here!
Senior year is here for the Class
of 2015.
Four years of high school are
passing by faster than I ever
expected them to when I first
stepped into the Molloy Cafeteria in September 2011.
Honestly, wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could jump through
a Black Hole and, according to
Stephen Hawking, travel back in
time to those blissful years of
childhood when we were without any worries about college,
the SAT, or the Common App?
College had been such a foreign concept to me up until now
that it's hard to believe I'll be
packing up to move into my col-

lege dorm in less than a year.
But the idea of becoming a college student is not as exciting as
I had hoped it would be because
I suddenly realize there are so
many goals I have not yet accomplished in high school.
And if high school is passing by
in a flash, I wonder if the rest of
life will pass by just as fast.
I would very much dislike being an 80-year-old woman in a
senior center who regrets all the
things in life she could have done
but didn't when she still had the
chance.
Stressing over the future seems
unavoidable to me right now.
A psychologist would probably

tell me: “Take a deep breath.
Don’t worry. Things will turn out
just fine.”
But I find that impossible to
believe.
The obstacles my generation
faces when it comes to getting into
college, paying for college, and
finding a job after graduation are
unprecedentedly high.
It seems that both my own high
expectations and Social Darwinism demand that I constantly stay
competitive and that if I relax for
even a second, I'll be eliminated
from the real-life Hunger Games.
I've been told stressed-out
people secretly like it because
their stress gives them something

to occupy their minds and an excuse to complain.
Maybe that’s true.
But I accept the fact that my
stress is here to stay until I get
that first acceptance email from
a college.
I guess what I'm feeling right
now has been the same for all
previous Molloy seniors.
Robert Strauss once said, “Life
is like wrestling a gorilla. You
don’t quit when you’re tired.
You quit when the gorilla is
tired.”
I guess my gorilla right now is
stress, and wrestling it is definitely tiring.

-- Connie Zhao '15

College Night is set for Oct. 2
By Katlin Stath '15
Molloy's annual College Night,
which is open to all students, will be
held on Oct. 2 in the Cafeteria, the
Jack Curran Gym and two classrooms
from 7-9 p.m.
Representatives from over 90
schools send representatives who will
set up tables in the Gym and Cafeteria while representatives of the
Macaulay Honors Program and
Sophie Davis School will be in classrooms.
A few new schools joining the fair
this year are NYU, Amherst, Cooper
Union, and Adelphi, Hofstra, and
Fordham.
The role of College Night is to give
students and parents the opportunity
to ask representatives questions
about the admissions process, academic majors, financial aid, student
life and much more.
Students can benefit from this event
by seeing an array of schools they
might not have heard of and becoming more aware of all their options.
Senior Joelle Tirado, who hopes to
attend either Fordham University, the
Macaulay Program at City College, or
Baruch College, said, “The College
Fair is another opportunity for me to
meet with their representatives and
make sure I feel comfortable with my
decision to apply. I also want to ask
about the programs they offer, especially honors programs and whether
career planning is available.”
Senior Vincent Manta hopes to get

some idea of where he wants to go
to college from the college fair. “I
don’t know where I want to go in particular, but I want to stay close to
home,” he said.
Manta said he would ask questions
about tuition, admissions, and if a
school was good for his intended
major.
Aside from being a part of the College Fair, several colleges also send a
representative to Molloy during the
fall to meet with students after
school because they are very interested in having Stanners apply to their
schools.
Visiting with a college representative after school in a classroom is a
much more personal experience for
students because they will have more
time to talk one-on-one with the college rep than they might at College
Night and they can receive more specific information that relates to their
goals.
These visits are also beneficial because nine out of ten times that representative will be the person reading the applications from Molloy.
College Guidance Counselors Mrs.
Christine Loo and Mr. Ted
McGuinness wanted to get more parents aware of the college process so
they have begun a Parent College
Newsletter.
They will continue to lead students
on visits to college campuses this year
and start a new workshop on summer programs and internships.

Letters to the Editor wanted
The Stanner newspaper
welcomes all letters to the editor
from students, faculty, alumni
and staff that respond to any of
the articles published in previous
issues.
The letters should be no longer
than 200 words.
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Send your letters to The
Stanner editors via email at:
thestanner@molloyhs.org.
The Stanner reserves the right
to edit letters to conform to space
capacity and paper policy. Thanks
for your involvement and we look
forward to your input.

Another goal is to get students using the college application software
Naviance earlier, especially students
looking to apply to very competitive
schools.
The college guidance counselors
also want to bring more Molloy
alumni back to talk to Stanners about
the college the alums currently attend.
Mr. McGuinness described the program as a way to “put likes with likes”

by allowing Stanners to talk about a
college they are interested in attending with a fellow Stanner who is attending that college right now.
Tirado said the college application
process is a lot of work so she is “excited for her senior year after all the
applications are finished.”
When asked if the college application process is intimidating, Manta replied, “Yes, it is, without a doubt.”

Senior Phillip Barsamian, right, discusses college decisions with counselors Mr.
Ted McGuiness and Mrs. Christine Loo. (Photo by Sophia Savvides ‘15)
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Go to the fair & join a club
By Shibangi Saha '16
Molloy’s fourth annual Activities
Fair will be held from 2 to 3 p.m. on
Monday Sept. 29 in the Jack Curran
Gym where tables will be set up for
representatives of all of Molloy's activities and clubs.
“There will be performances from
the Step Team and the Dance Team,
and I am hoping to add more performances and dynamic table setups,”
said Ms. Elizabeth Murdocca, Director of Student of Activities.
Ms. Murdocca is beginning her second year as activities director, which

is a first, as the previous two directors spent just one year on the job.
Ms. Murdocca said she loved her
first year as activities director. Last
year, she founded the Spirit Leaders
to take over Student Council's role
of running Spirit Week and getting
students involved in school activities.
"Although it was a lot of work, it
was worth it to see all of the student
involvement," she said. "The best part
for me was all the help I got from my
amazing team of Spirit Leaders.”
One of Ms. Murdocca’s goals this
year is to “solidify the role of Spirit

Leaders as mentors and liaisons for
their peers and the underclassmen.”
Two of the many clubs that will be
represented at the fair are the Indian
Club and the I A.M Green Club.
Senior Shane Persaud, president of
the Indian Club, hopes to bring in
newcomers to the club by “showing
off the beauty of Indian culture. I also
want to bring more attention to the
Indian Diaspora and increase recognition of the Caribbean countries as
a part of Indian culture.”
Persaud said that everyone, regardless of ethnic background, is invited

Junior Kevin Boves of the Guitar Ensemble and senior Claudia Zurek of the Anime Club hold up signs to recruit
students to join their clubs at last year’s Activities Fair in the Jack Curran Gym. (File photo)

to join the Indian Club as “we want
everyone to come and be a part of
our little family.”
Senior Maria Kasper, the I A.M.
Green president who helped represent the club at last year’s fair, said,
“There was a thrill in seeing people
getting excited about the club and
there was a decent number of people
at our table.
"This year, we will have a display
representing our club and club members answering questions about our
environmental initiatives,” she said.
Kasper said I A.M. Green is for
“anyone who cares about the environment and wants to go on fun trips
with great food.”
The Stanner newspaper will also be
at the fair in search of new talent.
“We really need a few students who
are experts at using Photoshop to join
our production staff and, in the future, become editors,” said Moderator Mr. Charley McKenna. “Editorin-Chief John Fenner and I hope to
recruit some at the fair.”
Ms. Murdocca said the purpose of
the fair is “to help freshmen navigate
through the clubs and activities we
offer at Molloy and for older students
who realize that they want a change
or want to try new things.”
Persaud advised frosh to join a club
or activity.
“Enjoy your high school experience
now because before you know it,
you’ll be going out into the real
world,” he said.
Kasper said that activities are "the
best way for students to enrich their
Molloy years and everyone should
make clubs and activities an integral
part of their high school careers.”

Frosh are the first Stanners to bring iPads to class
Continued from Page 1
the hands of students to think and
solve problems.”
IPads were only given to frosh because by limiting iPads to just one
grade, “we can get our feet wet” said
Mr. Cameron.
Frosh Manka Lee and Mykah
Absuelo both like having their textbooks on the iPad.
But Lee thinks using it is a bit confusing because sometimes she goes
to the wrong page in the book.
She enjoys iPad textbooks because
she doesn’t have to go to her locker
frequently. But she has to be careful
not to drop it.
Absuelo, who had never used an
iPad before, said it helps her to stay
organized.
She said she feels “special” to be
part of the first class to have iPads.
Mr. Jim Sheehan said he uses the
iPad every day in his English 9 class,
even for things that are just as easily
done on the blackboard.
He gives quizzes on the iPad, uses

it for class notes, and will have students submit essays online.
His main concern is that “the best
teaching happens when the teacher
can look students in the eye and you
can gain their trust and support,” but
with this new technology in the classroom, students are constantly looking down at their devices.
He feels the iPads can make teaching a bit more difficult because he
sometimes has to troubleshoot computer problems during class which
causes him to lose teaching time; however, he hopes this won’t be an issue
in a few years.
Global Studies teacher Mr. Bill
Flemen uses the iPad daily as well.
He plans to use Edmodo as a way
of distributing notes and videos so
“each student can view videos at his
or her own pace rather than viewing
them on the board.”
Mr. Flemin also uses iPads to “tap
into student creativity” with the presentation app.
He feels iPads make his job easier

Frosh read their textbook off their brand new iPads, which they will have
for their entire high school careers. (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16)
because while it takes more time and
preparation, he gets “better results”
by being able to communicate directly
to the students via the iPads.
His main concern is that technol-

ogy may fail and wifi might go down
while he is teaching but he said he
will adapt to this problem if and when
it arises, by going back to the blackboard just for a moment.
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Sleep not as important as 2 p.m. dismissal
By Harry Singh '16
The American Academy of Pediatrics released a policy statement in
August recommending that middle
schools and high schools delay the
start of school until after 8:30 a.m.
because it would lead to better functioning students.
Currently, 87 percent of high
school students are getting less than
the recommended 8.5 to 9.5 hours of
sleep a night for adolescents; yet,
studies find that their body chemistry makes it is difficult for adolescents
to fall asleep before 11 p.m.
Doctors say the solution might be

to start school later to allow students
to get more sleep.
A 2012 study found middle school
students starting school one hour later
than usual scored over two percentile points higher in math on average.
About 40 percent of American high
schools start school before 8 a.m. and
while Molloy starts classes at 8:05
a.m., it requires students to be in the
building by 8 a.m. or they are considered late and receive detention.
Junior Christian Horan said an extra half hour of sleep each school day
would be great since most Stanners
are exhausted in the mornings.

“It would definitely help those students who doze off during class," he
said. "I see other kids fall asleep all
the time.”
However, Molloy officials said that
many obstacles stand in the way of
starting school at 8:35 a.m.
Starting 30 minutes later would
cause Molloy to end at 2:30 p.m.,
which would reduce the time available for extra-curricular activities and
sports practices.
If school ended at 2:30 p.m., some
student-athletes would have to be
pulled out of their last period class
to travel to games, said Athletic Director Mr. Mike McCleary.
Although he believes Molloy athletes would benefit from an additional
sleep each week, he said the school’s
start time should not be changed.
“The schedule is fine as it is,” Mr.
McCleary said.
Assistant Principal Mr. Dennis
Vellucci agreed that a later start time
would help students better function
in school.
“But,” he said, “many students
would prefer not sacrificing ending
Sleepy Stanners snooze in class or the Library. (Photos by Shoma Nath ‘16) school at 2:00 p.m. [in order to start

school later]. Personally, I’d love to
open up 30 minutes later.”
Junior Erica Losasso believes a 2:30
p.m. dismissal would not be a problem but admits she enjoys ending her
school day at 2 p.m.
Until the late 1980's, Molloy
started school at 8:15 a.m. and ended
at 2:18 p.m. but the rise of afterschool confrontations on the subway
between Stanners and public school
students caused the administration to
move back the start time to 8:05 and
dismissal to 2 p.m. in order to allow
Stanners to get on the subway before
public school dismissals.
Those after-school problems ended
long ago but the 8:05 a.m. start time
has remained.
Returning to a later start time to allow students to get more sleep does
not seem to be a popular idea.
Senior Alexa Kober, who gets six
to seven hours of sleep on school
nights, said that while she would enjoy more sleep, she said the school
schedule is fine as it is.
“I would have less time to complete
my homework [if school ended at
2:30 p.m.],” she said.

Seniors finally granted full year shirt privilege
By Laksumi Sivanandan '16
Seniors proudly donned their Senior
Shirts on the first day of school this
year after the Class of 2015 was given
the privilege to wear their polo shirts
for the entire school year for the first
time in Molloy history.
The Class of 2015 was notified of
the new policy for Senior Shirts in
June via email and was told to order
their shirts directly from Land’s End,
the same company that Molloy uses
for the school uniform.
“I was extremely shocked when I
heard the news,” senior Shane
Persaud said. “Knowing how strict
Molloy is with rules, the possibility
of being allowed to wear Senior Shirts
all year never crossed my mind.”
Ms. Liz Murdocca, Director of Student Activities, said the idea for
change came from last year’s Spirit
Leaders.
“The Molloy uniform has been
evolving over the past few years, and
we have been exploring different options in terms of style, quality, and
4

ease of ordering," Ms. Murdocca said.
"For example, we have moved to a
100 percent online sizing and ordering process but up until now, the Senior Shirts always have been ordered
and distributed separately.
“Last year’s Spirit Leaders came to
the administration with some wellarticulated points that have come into
play since we have been using the
online process, as well as the switch
to Land’s End. After a discussion of
many variables, the administration
consented to the request,” she said.
Senior Mary Louise Mora ordered
a Senior Shirt because it allows seniors to show off their class pride
while being comfortable at the same
time; she plans to wear it every day.
“I always hoped Molloy would let
us wear our polo shirts all year,” she
said. “It’s so much better economically.”
The polo shirts come in three colors: cobalt, blue, and classic navy.
Unlike previous years, seniors were
not required to purchase a minimum

of two shirts. Prices for the shirts to have Molloy’s school seal put on
varied by size, with adult sizes cost- each polo.
ing $25 and "Big Kid" sizes costing
In comparison, last year’s shirts had
$18. An extra $5.50 was paid per shirt
Please turn to page 6

Caroline Bikles, Freddie Jean-Joseph, and Margarita Lopez model the three
colors of Senior Shirts. (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16)

Camp eases transition to Stanner high
By Alejandro Montoya '16
Molloy's Class of 2018 took its first
school trip together up to the Marist
Brothers’ Retreat House at Esopus
to experience its first Stanner
memory, Freshman Camp.
Frosh Anthony Ambrosino had expected camp to be “boring” but in the
end, “I was glad I went because it
wound up being very much fun.”
About 184 freshmen applied to go
to the camp from July 6-12 and 115
were selected in a lottery to attend.
The camp's work force consisted of
29 teachers, 18 sophomores in the
kitchen, and 20 junior and 22 senior
counselors and equipment managers.
“It was a big team effort,” said
Camp Director Mr. Jim Sheldon, “and
a lot of people chimed in to do their
part.”
Mr. Sheldon was very happy with
the camp's success in fulfilling its purpose of “easing the transition of frosh
into their first year at Molloy because
they get the opportunity to meet each
other, older students, and teachers.”
Now that they are walking the halls
of Molloy rather than the grounds of
Esopus, junior camp counselor
Cristina Giannelli said, "The frosh
seem to be adjusting well.”
Ambrosino said, “Freshman Camp
made it easier for me when I came
here for my first week of school because I knew so many of the people
here.”
Sophomore kitchen staffer Thomas
Bartnikowski said of his experiences
with members of the Class of 2015
at camp, “Even though the setting has
changed [with the start of school],
that doesn’t change the relationships
we have.”

Due to bad weather conditions
which washed away the usual spot
for the annual camp picnic, the Class
of 2018 became the first to use the
boathouse for the event.
“My favorite memory of this year’s
camp was marching down to the boat
house while playing bag pipes,” said
Mr. Sheldon.
Another special perk, thanks to the
generosity of Marist College, was
being able to use the mansion for the
camp mass, which hadn’t been done
since 2010.
The frosh proved to be “a very confident and outgoing group,” said
Giannelli.
Bartnikowski said, “They were a
very friendly and a good group of
kids.”
Mr. Sheldon was very pleased that
the frosh were “a very cooperative Seniors Deanna Alperti and Stephanie Yost are dressed in their team cosand energetic group of kids.”
tume before a game of Flag last July at Freshman Camp.

Frosh frolic together in the Esopus pool during Freshman Camp in July. (Photos by Mr. Jim Sheldon)

Class of 2018 continues to make AM more diverse
By Alexa Campo '16
The 383 members of Molloy's Class
of 2018 is a "Goldilocks class" because it is not too big, not too small,
but just right.
The frosh class is larger than the
current sophomore class but smaller
than the junior class and with Molloy
aiming to accept between 375-395 incoming students each year, this year's

frosh class is very well sized.
The Class of 2018, which includes
198 boys and 185 girls, is continuing
several trends at Molloy.
It continues to increase Molloy's
ethnic diversity, the number of nonCatholic students attending Molloy,
and the number of students coming
to Molloy from private elementary
schools.

Three members of the Class of 2018 got their first taste of Stanner life at
Freshman Camp. (Photo by Mr. Jim Sheldon)

About 68 percent of the Class of
2018 comes from Catholic elementary schools, 30 percent from public
schools, and three percent from private schools.
One private school sending a sizable number of students to Molloy is
The William Spyropoulos Greek
American School.
As in previous years, most of the
Class of 2018 comes from Queens
but the number of students coming
from Nassau County, Manhattan,
Brooklyn, and the Bronx is growing
every year.
Assistant Principal Mr. Dennis
Vellucci said the Class of 2018 is a
fun, cooperative class that is good
spirited, well-mannered and energetic.
The frosh seem to be working well
with their new iPads and are pretty
cheerful despite the loads of core curriculum work they are receiving.
Mr. Vellucci's advice for the frosh
is to enjoy high school. Do your work
and study hard, but there is much

more to Molloy. Here is where our
motto, “Not for school, but for life'
comes into play.” There are many opportunities for you here. Embrace the
Marist way. Have some fun.
Sinead Girdusky, Leah Messina and
Kelly Neville are three of 18 members of the Class of 2018 who came
to Molloy from Our Lady of Hope
school in Middle Village, Queens.
Molloy was the first school choice
of all three girls who decided to enroll because members of their families were Stanners so they knew about
the school's reputation for outstanding academics.
Girdusky also liked the large variety of clubs and activities at Molloy.
After their first full week at Molloy,
all three liked Molloy very much and
are happy to be here.
Messina said she likes all her teachers so far.
However, all the girls said they got
the feeling that the seniors don't like
frosh very much, but, for the most
part, everyone has been nice to them.
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Caf & Chapel are refurbished
Continued from Page 1
completed but expect to be finished
in a matter of weeks.
“Because we are a Catholic institution," said Mr. Karsten "our Chapel
is at the heart of our Catholic identity.”
The Chapel, which hadn’t been
renovated for 20 years, will have its
carpet, walls, and ceiling repaired.
The original plan was to open the
entire back wall of the Chapel to the
hallway across from Room 123 but
due to structural difficulties, it will
not be done.
The renovated Chapel will feature
new windows that look out onto the
first floor corridor, a place for St.
Marcelin Champagnat’s statue, and
magnificent stained glass windows,
Mr. Karsten said.
“Renovations will be completed in
two phases," Mr. Karsten said.
"Phase one: new walls, carpet, lighting and the corridor window. When
phase one is completed, we will be
able to use the Chapel using some of
the old furnishings.
"Over the [Christmas] holidays, we
will complete the project with reupholstered seats and a custom designed
altar wall with a built-in tabernacle.
The new altar will have a wooden
ceiling panel with integrated lights.
“The windows along Main Street
will also be completed in the second
phase,” Mr. Karsten said.

Molloy’s Chapel is still in the process of being renovated but should be ready for use next month. The project won’t be
completed, however, until the end of the calendar year. (Photo by Sophia Savvides ‘14)

18 EM’s installed at Senior Liturgy
By Maria Aliberti ‘16
Eighteen new Eucharistic Ministers
from the Class of 2015 were installed
at the Senior Liturgy on Thursday,
Sept. 25 in the Jack Curran Gym.
Campus Ministry Director Mr.
Michael Germano looked forward to

At long last, seniors slip
on polo shirts in Sept.
Continued from Page 4
a total cost of $25 each.
“The polo shirts are far more comfortable than the traditional buttondown shirts,” said senior Margarita
Lopez. “I’m planning to wear my Senior Shirt every day. I was looking
forward to wearing them all summer.”
Recent graduates, who had argued
for years to be allowed to wear their
Senior Shirts during the fall semester, might be jealous that the Class
of 2015 has been given that privilege at long last.
“I think they’ll be a little jealous,
mainly because they didn’t have the
luxury of slipping on the Senior
Shirts from the start," said Persaud.
"The Senior Shirts are a lot easier
to put on than dress shirts with ties.”
Lopez, however, doesn’t think recent grads will be too upset.
“I don’t think recent graduates
will be too offended,” she said.
“They’re not here at Molloy anymore, so this doesn't really apply to
them.”
Future senior classes are not guar6

anteed to be able to wear their Senior Shirt all year long.
“This is still a senior privilege,”
Ms. Murdocca said. “If a senior
class has not shown sufficient maturity or Stannerly behavior, it will
not earn this privilege [in future
years].”
Allowing seniors to wear their
polo shirts year-round also raises
the question of whether or not
Molloy might eventually move to
having all its students wear polo
shirts as part of the school uniform
as some other New York City
Catholic high schools do.
“I think that’s highly unlikely,”
said Ms. Murdocca. “We are still trying to promote an atmosphere of
professionalism. Students need to
learn to dress and act in a professional manner. The polo is a privilege.”
Many seniors feel the same way.
“I believe only seniors should be
allowed to wear polo shirts,” said
Mora. “It’s a senior perk, and it gives
students something to look forward
to in senior year.”

the ceremony, which was performed
during the mass by Molloy alumnus
Fr. Frank Shannon.
The Eucharistic Ministers were selected through a process that included
their attending meetings and workshops sponsored by the Diocese of
Brooklyn.
Mr. Germano said this year’s group
of Eucharistic Ministers has “given
as much reverence and attention to
detail as previous years” and he hopes
they realize the impact they have on
the Church as young people.
“I think they are a beacon of
Christ’s love and a very important part
of Molloy,” he said.
As Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, the seniors will be able
to distribute communion not just at
Molloy, but at hospitals, nursing
homes, and their own parishes.
They received a special pin at the
induction ceremony that they can
wear to represent Molloy wherever
they serve as Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion.
Senior Mary Angeline Bacani, a very
active member of Holy Family
Church in Fresh Meadows where she
is an altar server and choir member,
said, “Becoming a Eucharistic Minister is different. I feel like I can now
participate in my church in a handson way by being an EM.”
She also said being a Eucharistic
Minister gives her a good feeling inside because of the satisfaction she
gets from "aiding your community
through the Mass.”
Bacani said becoming a Eucharistic Minister is not difficult as long as
you try to stay organized when it
comes to attending meetings and the
workshop.

The Senior Liturgy will begin at 9
a.m., and unlike years in the past, it
will be followed by the newly combined Sophomore/Junior Liturgy at
12:30 p.m.
Mr. Germano said this year’s class
liturgies will all be held on the same
day in order to better “accommodate
teachers’ and students’ [class] schedules” by reducing the amount of class
time missed.
The Sophomore/Junior Liturgy is
also an experiment “to see if the combined mass will work,” he said.
The newly installed Eucharistic
Ministers will be able to serve for the
first time at their own Senior Liturgy
as well as at the Sophomore/Junior
Liturgy later in the day.
Molloy’s Campus Ministry Program
welcomes all Stanners and encourages them to get involved in its many
clubs and after school activities, such
as Briarwood Shelter, Lifespire, Lantern, and the Stanner Liturgy Committee. The process for any Juniors
who are interested in becoming Eucharistic Ministers next year will begin in January.
Mr. Germano encouraged students
from all four grades to stop by his office in Room 334 to get involved in
Campus Ministry.
Here are the Eucharistic Ministers
from the Class of 2015:
Isabelle Artes; Mary Angeline
Bacani; Mary Serene Carino; Enrica
Cotellessa; Grace Ann Crockett;
Gabrielle Didonato; John Fenner;
Vincenzo Ferrara; Erica Galizia; Gina
Giraldi; Kelly Grogan; Alexa Kober;
Kathryn McCabe; Stephanie
Nonaillada; Jessica Szymeczek; Julia
Watters; Stephanie Yost; Alexandra
Yule.

Senior Lounge is closed due to lack of interest
By Robert Dittus '15 and Liana
Liang '15
The Senior Lounge, a Molloy institution, was dismantled this fall due
to a lack of use by seniors last year.
The basement lounge opposite the
weight room is now the new office
for Molloy's IT Dept.
Seniors expressed indifference toward the lounge's closing.
“I believe a majority of students
would not have taken a burning interest in the lounge just to play pingpong," said senior Tim Safos.
Senior Daniel Aguirre said, “I personally don’t mind that we don't have
a Senior Lounge this year. It had nothing to really offer in terms of rest or
relaxation. The Library is a far better
place to just unwind before or between classes.”
The lounge had been part of
Molloy since it opened in 1957.
In the 1970's, seniors were allowed
to smoke in the lounge when it was
located where the Music Room is
now.
The lounge moved to the basement
in the 1980's and was a popular senior privilege by offering a variety of
entertainment including two pingpong tables, a pool table, arcade
games, a couch, and a stereo.
Teacher Assistant Ms.Jessica
Pastore said when she was a senior
in 2004, “It was packed. There would
be almost 40 or so seniors in the
lounge.”
The Senior Lounge began to lose
some its amenities when equipment
from the science labs was stored in
the room and slowly the lounge's en-

tertainment options dwindled to just
two ping-pong tables and a couch.
As the school slowly killed off the
lounge, senior interest died, too.
“We’d be down there during free periods, stay for a few minutes and close
it up almost immediately because
there weren’t any students,” said
Teacher Assistant Mr. Matthew
Rizzotti.
As numbers continued to dwindle,
the TA's would only open the lounge
twice in a six-day cycle.
“It began to lose its popularity and
we realized there was a lack of student need for it,” said Assistant Principal for Students Mr. Ken Auer.
At the same time, a new need arose
for the IT department to have a permanent base as it had moved around
different offices for the last few years,
seemingly unable to find a home.
“With the new iPads, the demand
for the IT was stronger than ever,"
said Mr. Auer. "We decided that the
rarely-used lounge would be ideal.”
Without the lounge as an option,
“seniors will be able to use Study Hall
and the Library during their free periods," said Mr. Auer. “There won’t be
any over crowding since Assistant
Principal Mr. Dennis Vellucci, who’s
in charge of scheduling, takes care
of how many seniors are free during
each period.”
Ryan Jong Ly, a member of the
Class of 2014, is glad the lounge
didn't close last year because he
would have hated having the Library
"as our only option. We always had
the option to go down there if we
wanted to play ping-pong or hang out

with friends.”
Several seniors expressed a desire
to have a new area to socialize with
peers with fewer restrictions on talking than the Library or Study Hall.
Senior Andreea Muntean said she
was pretty disappointed to hear the
lounge had closed.
“Sure, it wasn’t much, and I heard
a rumor that it was infested with bedbugs at some point or another, but it
was one of the perks of being a senior, something that we all looked
forward to mainly because it was
ours,” she said.
“The options we have now for
frees, quite frankly, [stink]. A choice
between Study Hall, the Cafeteria, or
the Library, is a choice of the lesser
of three evils,” Muntean continued.
“Molloy needs to rebuild its Senior
Lounge. Not only do we deserve a

break from school every once in a
while, but our ‘we rule the school’
reputation is at stake and we want
our bragging rights back.”
Aguirre said, “If the Senior Lounge
does come back, it should be renovated like the Cafeteria and Library.
That would probably increase student
interest.”
Safos said, “A good place to socialize for students would probably be
something that must be constructed.
It seems like a strenuous and grueling task both physically and financially, but it would be incredibly student friendly.”
Despite being around during its
glory days, Ms. Pastore said, “Honestly, the Senior Lounge wasn’t the
highlight of my senior year. I just remember that the arcade games would
always eat up my quarters.”

The IT office has replaced the Senior Lounge. (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16)

Students put lessons of ‘1984’ into action
By Sotiria Pateroulakis '15 and
Phillip Barsamian '15
Mr. Matt Kilkelly gave both of his
English 11 Honors classes on April
15 a two-question test on the C.S
Lewis novel, "The Screwtape Letters," requiring students to write their
answers on an index card which was
graded based on the quality of their
answers and grammar.
Mr. Kilkelly had given a similar
style test the previous September and

Mr. Matt Kilkelly

the classes did terribly.
Fearing that they would do poorly
again, and believing they were unprepared due to the lack of in-class review, both classes asked that the test
be delayed but Mr. Kilkelly rejected
that idea.
That sparked an ebullient rebellion
by both classes. As senior Grace
Anne Crockett said, “Reasonable rebellion can lead to others seeing a
different point of view and can bring
about a beneficial change.”
The rebellion began when the first
of Mr. Kilkelly's English 11 Honors
classes took the initiative during Mr.
Kilkelly’s prayer, when he asked to
pray for anyone’s intentions.
Crockett raised her hand and asked
to pray for rebellion and quoted the
first of Mr. Kilkelly’s Rules of Wisdom: “A key way any oppressive system maintains power is by convincing the masses that there is nothing
they can do about it.”
Before class started, all the students
had agreed to refuse to take the test;
however, when the time came, some
students became timid, especially after Mr. Kilkelly threatened to give

zeroes to all those who refused.
Various students brought up how
Mr. Kilkelly had taught them to take
the initiative, to not allow oppressors
to take advantage of the weak, and
to rebel for a good cause in order to
make a difference when the class
read George’s Orwell’s "1984."
Due to their knowledge of "1984,"
students often cited it during their rebellion, referring to Mr. Kilkelly as the
totalitarian ruler Big Brother and
themselves as proles.
Mr. Kilkelly said he had taught
those lessons to many previous
classes while reading "1984" but had
never seen his students try to put his
lesson into action against him.
"In all my life I’ve never actually seen
adults, let alone kids, try to change
something they felt was unfair," Mr.
Kilkelly said. "People usually only
talk about what they want to change
and don’t take initiative to change it.”
Despite Mr. Kilkelly discouraging
the rebellion by threatening to give
all class members a grade of zero, the
class stayed united and eventually
reached a compromise allowing the
class to take the test later after it had

a better grasp of the material.
“I was very happy and proud that
the students stood up for what they
believed in because it meant people
were thinking about their beliefs and
trying to do something they believe
in,” Mr. Kilkelly said.
Mr. Kilkelly said that other students
in other classes should rebel if they
honestly think something is wrong.
“I hope my future classes and the
rest of the students in the school are
inspired by this courageous act and,
in the years to come, will also rebel
if they feel that a class is unjust,” he
said. “However, students should only
rebel against a policy that is legitimately unfair. They shouldn’t do it
just because they don’t want to
work.”
Mr. Kilkelly believes most teachers would react positively to a well
thought out class rebellion because,
“The motto of our school is 'Not for
school but for life.' We should teach
kids to speak up if they are witnesses
to injustice. Therefore, if a teacher
really believes in the motto, the
teacher will be happy about students
rebelling fairly.”
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Varsity baseball’s high hopes for redemption
By Michael LaBella '17
By making a playoff run all the way
to last spring's CHSAA City Championships at St. John's University,
Molloy's Varsity baseball team accomplished a feat that it had not
achieved since 2003.
Molloy reached the finals of the
double elimination tournament needing only one victory to be city champs,
while its opponent, Xaverian, needed
two. But Molloy's offense faltered and
Xaverian won the title instead.
Now the Stanners have revenge
and redemption on their minds as
they look ahead to the 2015 season,
saying anything less than a return to
the championship final would be a
disappointment.
Senior outfielder Chris Mshar said,
“Our goal for this year is to avenge
the seniors from last year and to bring
a trophy back to Molloy.”
Senior first baseman Ray Maurer
said, “Our sights are set on returning
Senior pitcher Scotty Hannon is the top returning player on the Varsity to the city championship. We aren’t
baseball team that must replace nine starters from last year’s team that settling for anything less.”
reached the city title game. (Photo by the Blue & White Yearbook staff)
But it won’t be easy as nine of the

team's top ten players who led Molloy
to a 12-2 regular season league record
last season have graduated and so
were not around when the Varsity
started fall practice this month.
Senior Scott Hannon, the team’s
No. 2 starting pitcher last year who
threw a one-hitter in a losing effort
vs. St. Francis Prep, returns to the
mound as this year's No. 1 starter with
senior Jon Meditz expected to be the
second starter.
Molloy must replace all five infielders but Maurer and senior Vincent
Moss, the team’s DH last year, are
expected to fill two of those spots.
Despite all the personnel losses the
team has sustained, coach Mr. Brad
Lyons believes the team still will do
well in the spring.
“We have a young and developing
team that hopes to use the fall season as time to join together and
emerge as a team,” he said.
The motto for the coming season
is: “New team, new dream.”
Molloy got off to a good start, beating Holy Cross 7-2 in its first fall game.

Machuca wins her second MVP award
Senior Ambrielle Machuca of the
Varsity girls tennis team won her second consecutive Most Valuable
Player Award at Molloy's 12th Annual Athletic Awards Night held last
May in the Jack Curran Gym.
Five other MVP’s of their Varsity
teams also will return to lead their
teams: seniors Michelle Armogan in
girls cross country, Thomas Cacioppo
in bowling, Jared Lovelace in boys
track and field, William Pabitero in
handball, and Michael Tammaro in
golf.
Senior Carolyn Crocker, meanwhile, received the Coach’s Award in
two sports, Varsity girls cross country and Varsity girls swimming.
Each of Molloy's athletic teams
hands out two awards.
The MVP award goes to the team's
best performer while the Coach's
Award is given to the athlete who best
combined the traits of leadership,
team spirit, and performance in the
opinion of the team’s coach.
Here are the current Stanners who
won awards last spring:
Frosh Boys Basketball: MVP:
Brandon Jacobs; Coach's Award:
Jackson Vertucci.
Frosh Boys Cross Country:
MVP: Freddy Murgida; Coach's
Award: Paul Zwolak.
Frosh Girls Cross Country:
MVP: Jillian Hubert; Coach's
Award: Jenna Pillar.
Frosh Boys Swimming: MVP:
Austin Sheehan; Coach’s Award:
Shane Breen.
Frosh Boys Track & Field: MVP:
Oluwatomide Alao; Coach's Award:
Jack Kiernan.
8

Frosh Girls Track & Field: MVP:
Shauna D’Arcy; Coach's Award:
Alyssa Roman.
Junior Varsity Baseball: MVP:
Vasilis Hatzinikolaou; Coach’s
Award: Thomas Manetta.
Junior Varsity Boys Basketball:
MVP: Justin Cole; Coach’s Award:
Dominic Priolo.
Junior Varsity Girls Basketball:
MVP: Phoebe Valentin; Coach’s
Award: Sofia Hyland.
Junior Varsity Bowling: MVP: R.J.
Ayroso; Coach’s Award: Kevin Louie.
Sophomore Boys Cross Country:
MVP: Alexander Goldberg; Coach's
Award: Kieran Rock.
Sophomore Girls Cross Country:
MVP: Mikayla Roberts; Coach’s
Award: Carolyn Crocker.
Junior Varsity Handball: Coach’s
Award: Connor Rossbach.
Sophomore Boys Track & Field:
MVP: Liam Rock; Coach's Award:
Michael Reddy.
Sophomore Girls Track & Field:
MVP: Sarah Kowpak; Coach’s
Award: Urbi Tucker.
Junior Varsity Boys Soccer:
MVP: Christopher Armas; Coach's
Award: Kyle Hoffman.
Junior Varsity Girls Soccer: MVP:
Melany Caceres; Coach’s Award:
Emily Casey.
Junior Varsity Softball: MVP: Jessica Hickey; Coach’s Award:
Antoinette Pizzo.
Junior Varsity Volleyball: MVP:
Jane McNoble; Coach’s Award:
Nicole Russo.
Varsity Bowling: MVP: Thomas
Cacioppo; Coach’s Award: Matthew
Gardner.

Varsity Girls Cross Country:
MVP: Michelle Armogan.
Varsity Golf: MVP: Michael
Tammaro.
Varsity Handball: MVP: William
Pabitero; Coach’s Award: Charlie
Cutaia.
Varsity Lacrosse: Coach's Award:
Isabelle Poptean.
Varsity Softball: Coach’s Award:
Alexandra Yule.
Varsity Boys Swimming: Coach’s

Award: Raphael Jafri.
Varsity Girls Swimming: Coach’s
Award: Carolyn Crocker.
Varsity Boy’s Tennis: Coach’s
Award: Alexander Gliagias.
Varsity Girls Tennis: MVP:
Ambrielle Machuca; Coach’s Award:
Alessandra Ricciardi.
Varsity Boys Track & Field:
MVP: Jared Lovelace.
Varsity Girls Track & Field:
Coach’s Award: Mary Ellen Woods.

Senior Ambrielle Machuca won her second consecutive Varsity girls tennis
team’s Most Valuable Player award at last spring’s Athletic Awards Night.
(Photo by Blue & White Yearbook staff)

