THE

LEGACY

YEAR 4 | Issue 1

HIGH SCHOOL FOR MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS • GEORGE WASHINGTON EDUCATIONAL CAMPUS, NYC

February 2018

Media’s New Television Studio
Gale Brewer donates $700,000 to construct Media’s television studio

(from left to right) Matthew Washington, Juan Rosa, Juan Villar, Gale Brewer, Marieme Jiddou, Jane Min, Emel Topbas-Mejia, and Zulaika Velazquez. Page 2.

Media’s Rise

Student Success Center

Page 6

Page 13

The New
Baseball
Coach

Page 15

2

THE LEGACY
HIGH SCHOOL FOR MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS

February 2018

THE LEGACY
HIGH SCHOOL FOR MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS

549 Aududon Avenue, New York, NY 10040
Tel. 212-927-1841, ext. 1121
Email: TheLegacy@hsmcnyc.org

The Legacy is edited by the students of the
High School for Media and Communications

Staff
Editors-In-Chief:
Lessley Perez and Marieme Jiddou
Editors:
Shanita Baker and Jane Min
Designers:
Noelia Alonzo Guzman and Eliezer Richiez
Photographers:
Brandon Nixon, Nile Garcia, Dylan Nunez and Alex
Florian
Falculty Advisors:
Emel Topbas-Mejia and Edwin Montalvo

Welcome to 2018! On behalf of
The Legacy staff, we are excited to
release our first issue this school
year. We know that many people
have been anticipating our paper
and we apologize for the delay.
We are proud to share that this
year, our newspaper has become a
student run newspaper, created and
designed by students only. Our students write all of the articles that
go into the newspaper and do the
design as well. This process took
time due to students learning how
to design, edit and take leadership.
As the Editors-in-Chief, we
have certain goals for the newspaper. Every time we print we want to
entertain, report and inform people
about things going on in their own
neighborhood and things happening across the world. We also try to
involve the students into The Legacy to make it more diverse and
to see what students want to write
about.
We want to give a special thank
you to Kristian Areche, Art Director at the Wall Street Journal, for
mentoring our Graphic Designers
this year.
Thank you for understanding
and please keep anticipating more
of our newspapers.
Lessley Perez and Marieme
Jiddou
Editors-in-Chief

Photo credit:Brandon Nixon

A Letter from the
Editors-in-Chief

Manhattan Deputy Borough President Aldrin Bonilla (far right) announces that Media received $700,000 from the MBPO.

Media’s New Television Studio
By Shanita Baker and Marieme Jiddou,
Class of 2019

G

ale Brewer, the Manhattan Borough President, funded the High
School for Media and Communications (HSMC) $700,000 to build a television studio in their school. Located in
Washington Heights in northern Manhattan, the High School for Media and Communications has 420 students mostly
from northern Manhattan and the Bronx.
Juan Villar, principal of the HSMC,
shared that the television studio will be a
studio by students, for students. “This is a
school that wants to give their students a
voice. What will happen in the television
studio will be completely up to the students,” stated Principal Villar.
Brewer’s donation of $700,000 to the

HSMC will help the school live up to its
name by making the school more technologically friendly. The television studio
will create new courses in the school’s
curriculum such as broadcast journalism,
media literacy, and the development of
cinematography, as well as other programs.
Brewer also donated to the school’s
music program in 2015. The donation
this year will also help the theater and
music program where students can express themselves through music and
dance as they record their music in the
recording studio.
This will also help the student-run
newspaper, The Legacy, because the
studio will become a place to hold interviews and produce videos for an online
news website. All of these aspects have

been improved by Brewer’s donation.
The addition of a television studio in
the high school will benefit all of the students at Media. “This is exciting and will
be a big learning curve for the students,”
said Brewer.
Students look forward to creating television shows about pop culture, sports,
music, fashion, daily life, their experiences, and the realities of teenage life.
The studio will benefit students by giving
them the liberty of expression.
In addition to benefitting students at
the HSMC, the television studio will also
benefit the Washington Heights community. The school plans to welcome Media
parents and residents from the community to use the studio to produce shows.
“This is very exciting for all of us,” expressed Brewer.
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By Marieme Jiddou, Class of 2019

S

andra Cisneros, a Mexican-American
writer mostly known for her book
The House On Mango Street, that is
filled with vignettes of fiction visited the
Media family to discuss her work on The
House On Mango Street.
Cisneros covered a lot of topics in the
event. She talked about things that inspired her to write the stories, how long
it took and the advantages and disadvantages of writing her book.
Cisneros opened the reading by reading one of her favorite chapters “The
Family of Little Feet.” She explained
that this is her favorite because one of
her previous students realized how small
her feet were which led her to realize that
her entire family had little feet. Cisneros
then went on to explain how she found
her inspiration to write her book when
she was a teacher, her students inspired
her. She told the audience that when she
was a counselor, her students used to tell
her their struggles and that inspired her
to write stories based on those situations.
Cisneros explained to the audience
that writing The House On Mango Street
took time, she needed time to figure out

how to write it in which it will give justice to the stories and her students. Cisneros explained to the audience that the students she had were going through many
issues such as pregnancy, gang problems
and transportation but these issues were
simply overlooked because these students are Black or Hispanic. The House
On Mango Street took Cisneros about
twenty years to write.
The event then went on to students
asking Cisneros questions about her
book and in general. Cisneros answered
questions such as: How did you find
your inspiration?, How long did it take to
write the entire book and what advice she
would give to future writers and artists.
Cisneros even replied to questions
that were about her personal life. She
didn’t have an issue with being open to
our students about her life and the book;
she talked about her love life, kids and
family life in general.
As the event was ending, Elaine Baez,
a Media student, presented Cisneros with
a painting for her warm visit and to thank
her. The event closed with 30 Media students getting their 25th edition of The
House On Mango Street signed by Sandra Cisneros.

8th graders from IS528 with Sandra Cisneros.

Photo credit: Brandon Nixon (3)

Sandra Cisneros Inspires Students
With Her Stories

Elaine Baez gifts Sandra Cisneros a painting as a thank you for
visiting Media.

Sandra Cisneros talks about
her inspiration.
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The Rohingyan Muslims have been fleeing to refugee camps in Bangladesh to escape persecution and violence in Myanmar which has been increasing over the years.

THE GENOCIDE OF THE ROHINGYA MUSLIMS
By Marieme Jiddou , Class of 2019

S

ince 1948 the religious group the
Rohingya Muslims have been persecuted against in their own country Myanmar located in SouthEast Asia,
due to the fact that they are not identified
as an ethnic group in the country. Lately, the members of the religious ethnic
group have been fighting back against
the Myanmar military who is killing their
innocent men and children and raping
their women leading to a genocide and
an ethnic cleansing. Ethnic cleansing is
the removal of an ethnic group or religious group. Turkish Massacre of Armenians during WWI, Nazi Holocaust
during WWI, genocide in Bosnia during
the 1990s, forced displacement and mass

killings in Rwanda during the 1990s are
all examples of ethnic cleansing.
The Rohingya Muslims are natives to
Myanmar since the early 12th century
but are named one of the most persecuted
ethnic group in the world. After Myanmar gained its independance from the
British in 1948 an act called Union Citizenship was passed defining which ethnic groups had the right to Citizenship.
From Myanmar’s 135 ethnic groups, the
Rohingya Muslims were denied citizenship. However, the Rohingya Muslims
who had lived in Myanmar for at least
two generations can apply for identity
cards but these identity cards don’t give
them education, medicine or jobs.
In 1982 another citizenship law was
passed in which officially made the Ro-

hingya Muslims stateless. Under the new
citizenship laws Rohingya Muslims are
once again not recognized as an ethnic
group. This law had three levels of citizenship. The most basic is giving evidence that a person’s family had lived in
the country prior to 1948. Unfortunately,
many Rohingyas did not have access to
such paperwork or if they did, the government denied them. This persecution
method led to many Rohingyas to migrate to neighboring countries such as
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, India, Thailand and Indonesia.
Recently, also due to the violent break
outs last year more than 87,000 Rohingya
fled to Bangladesh.
The Myanmar government along with
Aung San Suu a politician and diplomat

of the country, when asked about the issue of their country Suu accused the Rohingya Muslims for “extremist violence”
in the Rakhine state, and did not identify
the religious ethnic group as citizens of
their country. Besides the Myanmar government being blamed many politicians
and activists believe the United Nations
has failed this ethnic group. The United
Nations have interviewed many Rohingya Muslims who expressed the terrible
state they were in, who confessed to: torture, rape, and killings by the Myanmar
military. Yet, the United Nations did not
intervene with this ethnic cleansing.
Story reference: https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
article/burma-raids-rohingya-muslim-terrorist-training-camp-g09qhqztk
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Un Fuego En La 145st
El Viernes Noviembre 17, a las 3 de
la tarde, un edificio en la calle 144 de
Hamilton Heights, se incendio, acabando
por completo con el sexto y quinto piso.
El fuego, de 6 alarmas, causó daños masivos, pues más de 200 bomberos lucharon por más de 12 horas para apagar el
fuego que terminó por derrumbar el edificio, así dejando alrededor de 40 familias
sin hogar, siendo este, el incendio más
grande del área en los últimos años.
Algunos inquilinos que lograron entrar de nuevo a sus apartamentos, no duraron mucho tiempo ahí. Se les dificultó
respirar, y causaba un dolor en el cuerpo
que decidieron salirse de nuevo, en busca
de un lugar menos arriesgado.
Durante este tiempo, mi familia y yo,
ofrecimos nuestro hogar, a una pareja con
cuatro niños, quienes ya no pudieron entrar a su apartamento, pues cuando inició
el incendio, las madres de familia estaban
recogiendo a sus niños de la escuela. Por
la cantidad de humo que se introdujo por
las puertas y ventanas de su apartamento.
Está madre de familia, temía que el humo

Photo Credit: Lessley Perez

By Lessley Perez, Class of 2019

Los daños causado por el fuego en la calle 145 en Manhattan.

afectará la salud de sus niños.
“Me da miedo, que los niños más
pequeños no resistan y algo les pase” dijo
ella.
Su esposo fue uno de los inquilinos
que logro entrar al apartamento, pero
después de 15 minutos, el no resistió el
dolor que le causaba el humo. Al enterarse de esto, su esposa se negó a regresar,
por seguridad de todos ellos. Pero quizás
no todos tuvieron la ayuda de alguien.
Por suerte, La Cruz Roja habilitó la
escuela pública, P.S. 153, como refugio

para que las familias para que tuvieran un
lugar donde pasar la noche y hasta merienda les ofrecieron. No sólo las familias
del edificio incendiado fueron afectados,
sino también, familias de los edificios
aledaños, por riesgo a que el fuego se esparciera.
Las oficinas de Mark Levine, el Concejal de la Ciudad de Nueva York, también ofrecieron ayuda a los afectados.
Estuvieron en contacto las familias, y trabajaron con una organización sin fines de
lucro para un fondo. Un fondo que será
dividido y repartido por igual.
Aunque ya, el humo y el mal olor se
habían desaparecido, los bomberos, desde las escaleras y techos, seguían, tratando de apagar por completo el fuego, que
de vez en cuando, se volvía a prender.
Por lo mientras, abajo en las calles, los
policías cerraron varias calles para evitar
que hubieran mas heridos, o para ayudar
actualizar el tránsito.
Y aún así, varios se quedaron a ver el
edificio en llamas, o lo que se pudiera.
Pues el fuego fue tan grande, que el humo
negro se alcanzaba a ver a diez cuadras a
la redonda.

A CALL FOR CHANGE - Student Activists
Jane Min, Class of 2019

Marieme Jiddou, Class of 2019
Install smoke/carbon monoxide
alarms on every level of your home,
inside bedrooms and outside sleeping
areas.
Test smoke/carbon monoxide
alarms every month. If they’re not
working, change the batteries.
Talk with all family members about
a fire escape plan and practice the plan
twice a year.

If a fire occurs in your home:

GET OUT, STAY OUT AND
CALL 911. Never go back inside for
anything or anyone.
When evacuating the building,
be sure to feel doors for heat before
opening them to be sure there is no
fire danger on the other side.
Make sure to close all doors behind you, so the fire does not spread
as quickly.
If your clothes catch on fire, you
should: Stop, drop and roll until the
fire is extinguished.
Immediately pull the nearest fire
alarm as you exit the building.
If there is smoke in the air, stay low
to the ground, especially your head, to
reduce inhalation exposure. Keep one
hand on the wall to prevent disorientation and crawl to the nearest exist.
Go to your refuge area and await
further instructions from emergency
personnel.
Sources: The American Red Cross UA little rock

Photo Credit: Juan Rosa

The students and employees at the High School for Media
and Communications, located at the George Washington Educational Campus, have a lot of problems with the elevators at
the 191st 1 train station. The majority of the students have a
first period, the main reason that they are late is because of the
crowd in front of the train elevators. Even though there are four
elevators for straphangers to use, one or two of them are out of
service which makes a delay.
Fortunately, Juan Rosa from the Catholic Charities brought
up the idea to change this circumstance. This idea was proposed
to Celine LeeSam, a history teacher, and students in her senior
government class. They had to come up with a solution for this
problem. From last year, 2017, LeeSam and her senior government class decided to do a project for the 191st train station.
According to the interview with LeeSam, she said that she
saw many students being late to her class because of the elevators, and she experienced that problem too. In addition, she
wanted the students to really participate in this project.
Jaylene Then, a senior at the High School for Media and
Communications, started the petition on change.org. As of January 18th, 341 people have signed the petition. Since this petition is public, many people also commented by agreeing that
this was an issue.
Elizabeth Stone Menerstein commented, “I regularly take
public transportation. The lines at 191st street are impossible to

Fire Safety Tips

Media students visited Councilman Rodriguez’ office.

navigate and take far too long.”
Mary Illes, a Washington Heights resident, commented, “I
live in the neighborhood and the elevators need to be maintained. Open the rear doors as requested.”
On January 19th 2018, some students walked over to the
offices of local politicians. The letter was to be sent to three
politicians: Marisol Alcantara who is the senator for the 31st
district of the New York senate, Ydanis Rodriguez who is the
council member for the 31st district, and Joseph Lhota who is
the American public servant and the chairman of the Metropolitan transportation authority.
The students and the employees at the High School for Media and Communications are really hoping to make a progress
to change the elevators. They are looking forward to have a
easier time on their way to school.
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T

he George Washington Educational Campus (GWEC) opened its
Student Success Center (SSC) to
offer students support in everything they
could ever need, from their personal life
to academics. When it comes to advice
on choosing the kind of college you want
to attend, to help you if there’s any problems with family issues, and finding activities for after school if you don’t want
to go home, you will find it all and more
at the SSC.
The SSC is a program of Good Shepherd Services (GSS), a nonprofit organization that works with families and
foster care. It specializes in after school
programs in the NYC Department of Education and works with the Attendance
Improvement and Dropout Intervention
(AIDP), and runs SSCs all throughout
NYC.
There are three coordinators who
work in the SSC: Naja L. Muhammad,
Luisa Rochez, and Krystin Hernandez.
Muhammad has been working with the
organization for five years and Rochez
has been working with the organization
for the past eight months.
The SSC opened on February 27th,
2017 at the GWEC. Chancellor Carmen
Fariña, Superintendent Manny Ramirez,
Principal Juan Villar from Media and
Communications, Principal Timothy
Sigerson from the College Academy,
Principal Javier Trejo from Health Ca-

By Ana Made, Class of 2019
On November 27th the High School
for Media and Communications hosted
the Bronx Berlin Connection in order to
provide students with more knowledge
about Germany and discuss the Goethe
Institute, which sponsored the visit to the
school.
English teacher Doctor Shearier, who
also teaches a German elective, was instrumental in bringing the Berlin Group
to the school. Olga Liamkina, an educational liaison, also played a major role
in bringing the Berlin performers to the
school. Liamkina works with the Goethe
Institute to help enforce and spread the
German culture to communities, like

reers and Sciences, and Principal Nicholas Politis from Law and Public Service
attended that ceremony.
When asked about what makes this
center essential for students, Rochez
said, “We’re trying to assist with their
college process.”
Many students in this building have a
great opportunity to get to college with
the guidance SSC offers, and this organization gives them an extra boost.
Muhammad stated, “We are working
with all the college axis for each floor”,
refering that the center is planning on expanding its college resources throughout
the entire building.
In addition to the coordinators, the
SSC has students who work in the office
during the school day. Media seniors Sarah Bangura and Marcus Dia are two of
them.
“In March of this year, Sarah was recommended, however, Marcus came on
his own, through the advice from other
students” Muhammad shared.
Rochez explained that the students
had to do interviews in order to earn a
spot. She added, “During he interview
process, both of the students were impressive.”
The students benefit the center by
helping guide students with the commonapplication and other steps in the college
application process. Both Muhammad
and Rochez rejoined whilst agreeing on
the fact Bangura and Dia “get to learn
skills to use while in high school and

(left to right) Naja Muhammad and Krystin Hernandez

beyond college like public speaking and
leading talks to administrators.”
Overall, the students “get info on college first hand after high school” Muhammad stated .
Bangura said, “I think it’s [SSC] a
great service. It could help change this
school.”
She added, “I’m learning things I’ve
never learned before. It has helped me
be more outgoing and learn things about
myself.”

Bronx Berlin Connection Visits

Photo credit: Brandon Nixon

By Shanita Baker, Class of 2019

Photo credit: Brandon Nixon

Student Success Center

Media students collaborate with German artists from Bronx
Berlin Connection.

Washington Heights, who are not ex-

posed to foreign customs.
Media students enjoyed the performance of the Berlin program. One student stated, “The school should do this
again.” The students also liked that the
performers were young adults and were
“cool people to be around.”
The experience of meeting new
people and the level of positive energy
coming from the dancers and rappers
on stage was exhilarating for Media students Emani Williams and Tenisha Terry
M, who were able to perform along the
dancers on stage.
One Berlin performer, Sherry, lives
in Berlin but has Turkish roots. Sherry
works with the Bronx Berlin program but
also teaches kids how to dance as a part

Asked about the future of Good Shepherd Services, Muhammad said, “As
long as Good Shepherd continues to do
what they are doing…Good Shepherd
would be around for a very long time.”
Rochez responded, “There’s a high
need for support… for planning and
readiness.”
The SSC is helping students along
with their future endeavors. Students
should visit the SSC in room b33.

time job. Sherry does social work with
the program, and when asked what she
liked about her visit to Media, she said,
“It was nice working with the students.”
Sherry offered her instagram, [NabirheS],
for students to follow and keep up with
her journey.
The Goethe Institute is a cultural association operating worldwide. The Bronx
Berlin program exchanges teenagers
from Berlin to the Bronx so they can
improve their social and language skills.
These programs are crucial in having follow-up performances.
Media High School felt honored to be
able to host such innovative people who
gave workshops and a dynamite performance in their school.
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Eat At Your
Own Risk!

Media Valedictorian
Shares Her Wisdom

T

he class of 2017 gave their last
hurrah in June as they were officially announced as graduates of
the High School for Media and Communications. Leading up to the big day, I
was able to talk to Media’s Valedictorian
Melissa Olivar about her experience in
school.
Melissa Olivar is known by many
people as a ‘down to earth’ person who
strives to do whatever she can to make
things possible, so doing this
interview with her was very
interesting.
SB: Who are you? What
makes you unique?
MO: “I feel like I’m always
having a positive attitude with
things that I do.”
SB: Where are you from?
MO: “I live in Astoria, Queens which
is an hour and 20 minutes away from this
school.”
SB: Has your parents background influenced you in anyway?
MO: “Yeah! For example, like my
mom finished middle school but she
didn’t continue onto high school and
my dad did; he graduated from college.
And I feel like both of them coming from
different educational backgrounds…
they’ve both motivated me. Even though
my mom didn’t finish like high school
and stuff, she stilled motivated me. She
motivates me everyday to keep pushing
and try harder.”
SB: How does it feel to be the Valedictorian of your graduating class? When
did you find out about and how did you
react to the news?
MO: “I feel happy. I feel happy because I worked really hard, not to say
that nobody else did but I feel proud
of my hard work because when I came
freshmen year; I made it my goal to become Valedictorian and I was happy I
was able to accomplish that. In the beginning of the year, Mr.Reyes told me
that I was on track on being valedictorian but we weren’t sure because me
and Brian [Media’s Salutatorian] were
like decimal points close. But we finally
found out when we were in the graduation committee meeting and they had to
announce all the valedictorians and they
told us there.”

SB: Are you happy with this title?
MO: “Yeah, I’m happy because I feel
throughout my school year as a senoir,
I’ve been pushing people and motivating
people because it’s not only for me like
I want to represent all the kids who are
graduating. So I feel like it’s an honor to
represent the school”.
SB: Did you feel like you accomplished something over the last four
years?
MO: “I feel like I became a new person because before I was shy and I really
didn’t like trying stuff because
I was afraid of messing up or
anything but once I got to this
school; I learned it was okay
to mess up, to try new things.
Like the four years I was here,
I tried more than just soccer
which was what played in
middle school. I did swimming, I tried
track, I did cycling; so I feel proud that
the school offered a lot of things”.
SB: What do you plan on doing after
graduation?, If you plan on going to college, what college would it be?, What are
you majoring in and why?
MO: “I’m gonna work in Modell’s. I
worked there last year but I’m going to
work for the summer until school starts
in August. I am going to City College.
It’s a CUNY school and it’s called The
City College of New York… It’s really
nice I recommend it. I want to major in
chemistry maybe because in my junior
year when I had Ms. Harris and I feel
like she really motivated me and made
me love the subject. And I always liked
science and english but I liked science
more so that’s what I’m majoring in. I
want to be a pediatrician when I grow
up.”
SB: If you could say anything to the
upcoming graduation class, what would
it be?
MO: “When the guidance counselor
say to make up stuff be more strategic
with your time . For the sophomores,
take the SAT’s seriously. When the
teachers are offering SAT’s take them
because I struggled very hard to get into
a good school. So take your SAT’s seriously and listen to your guidance counselors because they know what they’re
doing and they’re just looking after you.
Enjoy, don’t just focus on school; it’s
okay to take breaks.”

By Deloryn Azcona, Class of 2018

N

asty cold pizza. Old wilted vegetables. Mysterious lunch meat.
These are the meals that hundreds of students eat for school lunch
on a daily basis. Many say they do not
like the taste of it. Our school tends to
serve meals that are not healthy or appetizing. Many students skip lunch because of it. It’s proven by doctors that
the human body cannot focus or function properly when it is malnourished.
Some students buy their own lunch outside, but there is also a large number of
students whose parents cannot afford to
give their child money for lunch everyday. There are also students that live far
from school, meaning some kids stay
hungry for a very long time and that is
not healthy.
Let’s make a change! Let’s find ways
of changing school lunches from nasty
to tasty. We should survey all students,
and let them choose what they want on
their school menu. Another idea thrown
out there was to start making a change
by adding varieties of fruits beyond apples and oranges. Eleventh grader, Ste-

Photo credit: Alex Florian

By Shanita Baker, Class of 2019
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ven Gonzalez described school lunches as “disgusting.” He also said “The
school food is not cooked well, most of
the times.”
Twelfth grader, Geraldy Brito added,
“Lunches are terrible. I rather eat dog
food.”
Angela Roque, who is also a 12th
grader asserted, “These lunches are nasty. And most of the time we don’t even
know what exactly we are eating.” Students are not the only ones bummed-out
about this.
Raymond Martinez, the Computer Technology Specialist at Media,
claimed, “They could give students
something better cooked and more variety of food choices.”
Biology teacher Aimee Tabrizi acknowledged that, “School lunches are
a great opportunity to receive free food
but I also recognize that some lunches
are served partially frozen. They should
do a better job at preparing the food.”
An anonymous staff member from
our school proclaimed that, “School
lunches are very similar to jail food
and I honestly don’t judge kids for not
wanting to eat school lunches.”

Lunch at the George Washington Campus.
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The Human Meat Burger Stand
Would You like Some Fingers with Your Burger?

The Gruesome Tale Of Joe Metheny And His Human Burger Stand

By Steven Gonzales, Class of 2019

W

ho is Joseph Metheny? Well
then I have a story to tell you.
Joseph Metheny was known as
“Cannibal Killer”, and started this sick
rampage in the summer of 1994.
Before being a cannibal and a mad
man he used to be a truck driver and live
in South Baltimore, Maryland with his
crack-addicted ol` lady and their six year
old son. One day when Metheny came
home from work the house was empty
and when he figured out that his wife had
left with their child, his lust for blood and
revenge was born.
Six months have passed and Metheny
has figured out that his wife had been with

another man on the side of a bridge, and
his son was taken away by the authorities. Upon hearing this Metheny grabbed
his axe and went out and searched for the
drug-induced pair. “They were not there
but the two homeless motherfuckers got
high and passed out on some old stinking mattress and that’s where they were
when I left, except they were dead when
from being chopped up.” Metheny said.
In 1995 Cathy Ann Magaziner and Kimberly Spicer were lured into his trailer
home, where they were both strangled
and stabbed.
This is where he became to be known
as “The Cannibal Killer”. Metheny has
said in the past that he would dismember the corpse and serving the flesh from

his victims to paying customers at a beef
stand he was running at the time. “I cut
the meat up and put it in some TupperWare Bowls then put it in a freezer. I
opened up a little open-pit beef stand. I
had real roast beef and pork sandwiches.
They were very good.
The human body taste was very similar to pork if you mix it together no one
can tell the differences.” Metheny`s own
cannibal holocaust came to a screeching
halt in december 1996, Running low on
his “special meat”, he requested the presence of another prostitute to his trailer
of horrors. Rita Kemper entered the residence and metheny immediately began
his assault. He turned his back on her for
what he stated was a split-second, and

Rita seized her opportunity and fled out
the door. She managed to run to a phone
and called the police. Authorities rushed
to the scene, and Metheny, who didn`t
put up a fight, surrendered to the cops.
Ending his reign of twisted terror. Joe
Metheny was sentenced to death, but this
ruling was overturned in 2000 and was
ultimately kicked down to life without
parole. When the jury handed down the
news, Metheny turned to them and said,
“I dug up the skull of Cathy Magaziner
then washed out the maggots and made
love to it. The words I’m sorry’ will never come out, for they would be a lie.”
Atleast now we know that lunatic is now
in jail forever. picture BY: IHORROR
AUTHOR
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By Marieme Jiddou, Class of 2019
ver forty-five students gather every two weeks to showcase their
talents in Open Mics at Media!
Open Mic gives Media students an opportunity to express and show their talents through singing, rapping, poetry,
stand up comedy and more.
The event, hosted by the English Department, is held in room 144 during
Media’s lunch periods. The audience,
made up of students and staff members,
finds the Open Mics entertaining and
very amusing. The performers receive
motivation through loud cheers from the
crowd.
Senior Jaylene Then, expressed,
“Open Mics are important at school because we need to hear and learn from our
peers. I get to discover their talents.”
Marilyn Ramirez, a history teacher at
the High School for Media and Communications, shared, “I think it’s an amazing opportunity for students to showcase
their talents.”
She also shared, “This is the power of
this platform to allow students to grow
creatively and academically.”

Ramirez also compared the Open Mic
to a laboratory where all “great ideas are
tested and explored.”
Junior Gabriel Cruz, a singer who has
performed at every Open Mic since the
event opened in October 2017, shared,
“I like to perform. I like seeing what everyone else has to offer. It also gives me
confidence. I can do something everyone
else can do, I think it’s cool.”
Cruz added, “People look forward to
it. Some people opened up even more
because of the Open Mic.”
Lisa Denerstein, English Teacher
and creator of the Open Mics at Media,
was inspired to create the event because
earlier this year when she had to cover
a math class she discovered students
talents for poetry. This was the birth of
Poetry Slams which turned into Open
Mics.
“I want the open mics to be an opportunity for students to showcase their creativity,” Denerstein shared.
The Open Mics have become an event
that students and staff look forward to
for amazing entertainment and talents.
As Ramirez expressed, “maybe [open
mics] will lead our students to stardom.”

Group of Media students who attended the Open Mic.

Photo credit: Brandon Nixon (5)

Calling All
Poets andArtists!
O
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Students gather for the first open mic
session at the Media Center

Media Senior, Geraldy Brito

Thanksgiving

Poem

Tenisha Terry-Moultrie,
Class of 2019

Food
Savory chicken, rich mash potatoes,
rice ,beans , bread , oh cornbread!
It’s about that time again..
And your great-great grandfather
used to tell me all the time about
how..
It’s about that time again
Read the poem one more time for
Aunte .. MOOMMM !!
It’s about that time again ..
Smile for the camera everyone
Cheeese..wait I blinked…
It’s about that time again...
I’m sooo full!
It’s about that time again..
Lebron James is a three time champion what are you talking about !
If there’s one thing
I’ve learned about this holiday, it’s
that it can’t go wrong unless your
mom doesn’t know how to season or
your dad’s girlfriend burnt the mac
and cheese. Besides that , when
you hear the word thanksgiving
you can’t help but to bring about a
warm smile and think.
Yup .. it’s about that time again.

Junior, Tenisha Terry recites a
poem that was written by her.
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Opinion: Bring Back an Old Tradition
By Kiersten Custodio, Class of 2019

O

ver time the High School For Media and Communications altered
everything that all the students
of the school enjoyed. As a freshman my
first year of high school was so exciting, I was eager to come to school
everyday. Now I look at school
as just school. If you would ask
around plenty of students would
also agree.
Way back when Media used to
have a class called Home Economics. For those who aren’t familiar
with the term, this is a class for
cooking. Currently all of the students including myself never got
to experience this. When I asked
the students what they thought of
this topic, one student said that it
is a “luxury only seen in movies”.
Another student said that a class
like Home Economics would be
a more “interesting way of gaining gardes”. I asked around and
nine out of ten students say they
would much rather enjoy a HomeEc class than any other elective.
Another note I might like to add
is that adding a class like this to
your curriculum would guarantee
higher attendance rates because
students would enjoy it more than
regular classes.
During the beginning of my freshman
year, no student’s birthday went unnoticed. At the end of every month Ms. Galvez would come down and announce every student and the day of there birthday.

Every kid in the lunchroom would clap
for the birthday girl or boy while they
walked up to Ms. Galvez and got a gift.
I asked around and the students said that
they always wanted to experience that
again. Who doesn’t want recollection of
their birthday ? Who doesn’t love to feel

special ? Ten out of ten kids said that they
enjoyed this. By bringing this action back
more kids in Media will attend school
and actually want to.
Furthermore our fellow student Pab-

lo (needs a last name) used to be a DJ at
lunch. He was a junior at the time and
I was a freshman. He DJ’s every friday
during our lunch period. I asked around
and students at Media and they expressed
how it made the atmosphere more enjoyable. Students used to battle and dance
together. Every friday was a party.
This brought students out of their
comfort zones and made them less
shy and more comfortable in Media. This definitely increases attendance, because Friday is the last
day of the week that most students
miss. This also increases grades because teachers all give quizzes and
tests on friday. In addition to projects and important papers are due
that are a big chunk of your grade.
This also increases the graduation
rate as students are more motivated
to come to school.
Last but not least students got
recognition for their perfect attendance. During lunch period in the
Teachers Cafeteria, students were
given good food. All students who
had good attendance were allowed
in. They had the luxury of eating
as much as they wanted, with this
happening more students came to
school, and the graduation rate increases tremendously.
With this being said all of these
key features that changed over time
was what made Media enjoyable according to all the students that attend. This
made school fun and enjoyable. Now
school is just dreaded six letter word to
students here.
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Greetings from the
Health Clinic
By Dahian Nunez, Class of 2018
The George Washington Educational Campus has a School Based
Health Center that belongs to New
York Presbyterian Hospital. The staff
in the Health Center work hard to keep
the students at GW healthy. Nurse
Practitioners give us medical services
that include physicals, vaccines, first
aid and the care for conditions like
diabetes and asthma. Psychologists
give us counseling services if we have
problems or are feeling stressed out or
sad and the Health Educator gives us
information on keeping healthy, pregnancy prevention, STIs and more.
During the school year, they do activities on topics like relationship violence, nutrition, pregnancy prevention, and HIV and AIDS awareness.
The wonderful thing about our clinic
is that the services are free and confidential!
All you need is to have a consent
form signed. You can pick one up in
room 118.

School Based Health Center

The School Based Health Center at the George Washington Educational Campus (GWEC)
is operated by NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital’s Ambulatory Care Network. The health
center provides the following services to students that attending GWEC:
check-ups for sports and working papers • birth control, pregnancy and STI testing
treatment for health problems, injuries, and emergencies • medicine and vaccines
talk to someone if you are feeling sad or stressed out • learn more about your health

These services are confidential and available to you at no charge, regardless of your
insurance status or if you are already receiving services elsewhere.
549 Audubon Avenue, Rm 118 | New York, NY 10034 | Open Monday - Friday, 8am to 4:30pm
For more information email sbhc-info@nyp.org or call (646)317-0500
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Lucinda Martinez; Returns Home

By Camille Shields, Class of 2018

Photo credit: Brandon Nixon

O

n November 13, 2017, High
School for Media and Communications was visited by a former
alumni of the George Washington High
School, Lucinda Martinez.
Lucinda Martinez is a senior vice
president of the multicultural and international marketing of HBO. At HBO
she’s responsible for expanding diversity for HBO audiences. After Martinez
graduated from George Washington High
School she went to Columbia University to study marketing. In her spare time,
Martinez serves on the board of American Heart Association ( AHA ), Council
of Urban Professionals and serves on the
Hispanic Scholarship Fund ( HSF ).
Forty students of the High School for
Media and Communications were able to
hear Martinez journey from High School
to present, as Manhattan Deputy Borough President, Aldrin Bonilla was the
interviewer.

George Washington High School alumni, Lucinda Martinez is a senior vp at HBO.

Martinez recalled having a 97.0 average in high school. She stressed to
students on how important education is.
While she expressed her love for books. “
Sometimes you have to get lost in a book
when your world is going crazy.”
Martinez reassured students that life

is not going to be an easy ride as she
shared her own obstacles with students.
Martinez reflected on her past on how she
overcame her heart condition, her brother’s death and her mother’s cancer. However she expressed that overcoming these
challenges helped her value life more.

In addition she encouraged students to
never give up in tough situations using
herself as an example. As she overcame
her difficulties, she became a successful
Latina woman.
Martinez also advised students not to
be in relationships that are not beneficial
to them. She stressed the importance of
dating someone who is on your level, academically. “Don’t make out with someone who can’t solve your math homework.”
As the event came to an end, Martinez
expressed how much she enjoyed visiting
the school in the first time in 25+ years.
Martinez also took the time to get to
know every child’s name and aspirations.
Media Students expressed on how
relatable she was by understanding students hassle of not being able to have
their phones in school. Shanita Baker an
11th grader, expressed on how she was
“relatable” through “racial background,
work ethic in school, educational and career aspirations.”

The Wall Street Journal

T

wenty students from the High
School for Media and Communications Journalism class visited the
Wall Street Journal (WSJ) and Fox News
at News Corp, located at 1211 Avenue
of the Americas, to explore the world
around journalism.
This opportunity was available thanks
to Art Director and Photographer Kris
Areche from the WSJ. Areche, a graduate
from George Washington High School,
mentors a team of student graphic designers at Media.
The event opened with a panel discussion of four WSJ journalists discussing
their journey in the media world, their
hardships, and careers. The panel included journalists Michael Driscoll, Vivyan
Tran, Bowdeya Tweh, Nicole Hong and
was moderated by Carrie Melago.
Driscoll, Tran, Tweh, and Hong shared
lessons about what it means to write a
trustworthy article and to be credible
journalists.
“Yes, it’s important to be the first one
to break a story, but it’s more important

to make sure that all facts are correct,”
said Nicole Hong.
Driscoll, Tran, Tweh, and Hong then
shared the crazy moments in their journey where they had to halt their lives to
break a story.
One journalist shared how she quit
her high school newspaper because she
didn’t get the “Editor-in-Chief” position
to teach the students that we can’t always
get everything we want in life.
Following the panel discussion, Media students were given a tour of the
newsroom at WSJ by Carrie Melago and
Kris Areche. Following the tour of the
newsroom, Media students were given
a tour of the Fox News studio by Lynne
Jordal Martin, the Opinion Editor for
Fox News. Students were able to see the
newscast for the day in person as it was
being aired. They learned about the process of creating news segments and what
each person in the control room does, as
well as what purpose each screen and
monitor serves.
Many students found it fascinating to
learn how the news is produced and operated behind the scenes. As students stood

behind the scenes of the studio, where
they were amazed at the WSJ and Fox
News team at how the groups flawlessly
airs the news through quick communication and fast editing.
Jim Paredes, a sophomore and lead an-

chor on HSMC News, shared, “This trip
was a great way for me to see and have an
insight into journalism. I met many great
and diverse people and I will never forget
my experience.”

Photo credit: Brandon Nixon

By Lessley Perez, Class of 2019

The journalists from WSJ talked about their experience (left to right: Vivyan Tran, Bowdeya Tweh, Nicole Hong and Carrie Melago)
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Amazing

Opportunity Alert

W

elcome to the Book Club!
It is a time to socialize and
express ideas about literature in an articulate manner. Every week in Book Club, we come
to a safe space to speak our minds
without being judged. Every year,
Simon & Schuster donates books
in exchange for our opinions on
the titles we recommend. Simon &
Schuster also sponsors a scholarship fund for our students in order
to expand our horizons.
We are very grateful for their
partnership and cooperation. This
semester, Book Club kicked off in
November with Lilliam Rivera’s
book, “The Education Of Margot
Sanchez”. This novel focuses on
the life a young Latina teen who’s
going through adolescent struggles. So far, the protagonist Margot
Sanchez finds herself in the South
Bronx, in debt, and is forced to
work at her father’s supermarket reluctantly as a repercussion for her
actions.
She meets an interesting young
man named Moises Tirado who
strikes her as both peculiar and intriguing. Where will the events go?
Come to Book Club on Wednesdays
at 3pm (Room 108) to find out!

T

he High School for Media and
Communications, together with the
publishing house Simon & Schuster, released the second volume of Rise,
a creative arts and publishing collaboration that compiles the work of students.
This volume consists of material by 51
students that contributed content such as
book and film reviews, opinions on unity, and expressing their thoughts on how
particular books were able to convey
their voice. Students also created art that
spreads positivity and their thoughts towards others in a ceremony located at the
well renowned Morris Jumel Mansion on
Jumel Terrace in Washington Heights on
June 16th, 2017.
Many people especially from the public
were allowed to go share in the celebration
of the students’ accomplishments. Media
students, parents of writers, associates of
the school and many more gathered at the
mansion. Special guests that had taken time
out of their day, came out to congratulate the
writers were Yuet Chu, who is the Executive
Director of Manhattan Field Support Center
and Manhattan Deputy Borough President
Aldrin Bonilla.
Once the event started, Assistant Principal Emel Topbas-Meja and Catholic Charities Community Schools Director Juan Rosa
introduced Bonilla who shared his appreciation and astonishment towards the students’
hard work at the exhibit. Bonilla was so excited, he announced to the audience that the
school would be granted $700,000 dollars
towards the Media and Technology department to build a television studio. After that
announcement, the audience was able to listen to the students read their work.
The students who were brave enough
to speak and share their pieces delivered
an amazing presentation, but it was seniors
from the class of 2017, Yanmanuel Infante
and Melissa Olivar, whose writing that was
really an audience favorite. Infante brought
a very comforting presence with a sense of
interest due to the narrative he was talking
about in his reading of “Fugitive From My
Mind” in both English and Espanol while
Olivar showed how powerful our thoughts
could be with her personal writing “Hair”
by turning her insecurities into a positive
by discovering her passion. Then freshmen
Courtney Brown and Fatou Kebe and Graduated Melissa Olivar shared their insights a
being a published writer.
Brown answered with a simply “I feel
famous.”
Kebe said “It felt nice knowing you’ve
accomplished something.”
Olivar replied with “It was nervous at
first, but it was nice sharing my thoughts
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Media Rises

By Shanita Baker, Class of 2019

Photo credit: Brandon Nixon
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Simon & Schuster Diversity Council members Todd Hunter (left) and Diane Derroches (right) with Assistant Principal Emel
Topbas-Mejia (center).

and experience.”
Out of all the guests that were invited to
the event, it seemed liked Manhattan’s Executive Director Yuet Chu was mind boggled by the students of Media’s visual and
written art. When asked about her experience at the RISE, Chu responded with:
“I was moved by the talent and courage of all of the students involved with the
event. I could not imagine being so poised
and eloquent when I was your age. The
pride was palpable.”
Leading with my follow-up question
“What did you like about the function?”
Chu replied with “I appreciated the historical context of the venue and the serenity of the surroundings. I also liked that the
event was student-centered and student-run.
You have clearly earned the respect of the
adults in your school-life”.
With her previous answer, it conducted
me to ask about her reaction towards the
students written work Chu answered with:
“I was moved by every piece. But Yanmanuel’s reading of his poem in Spanish
and English was the most powerful. I immigrated to the US from Hong Kong when
I was 6 years old and while I can still converse in Chinese, I have not kept up with the
academic language. I was so impressed that
Yanmanuel recited his piece so beautifully
in both languages.”
Tieing with her reaction with the students visual arts being displayed at the exhibit Chu stated:

“I found the artwork interesting in so
many ways. I appreciated the variety of
the genre—from wonder woman to nature
scenes ... and the media - etchings, paintings, sketches. I love the cover art by Vicki
- so exuberant and intense. I loved so many
pieces but perhaps the rising crescent moon
over blue waters is my favorite as my name
means the moon.”
With all the great feedback Ms. Chu had
given towards Media’s Huge accomplishment on celebrating the students, I decided
to ask her how the event would be contributed towards the other Manhattan schools
throughout New York; Chu answered with:
“I have had the privilege of attending
many events in Manhattan schools, my
biggest takeaway from your event was the
sense of student-ownership. The adult were
there to love and support you guys but the
students were the show. There was a sense
of authenticity that other events often lack
because they are overly-produced.”
Since Ms. Chu seemed so pleased with
the amount of time, planning, and effort
we, as a small united community all took
to make this extravagant count gathering
to happen; I ended our interview with some
words of advice to the students that shared
their artwork and writing at the event?
“To the authors and artists, I say Bravo and felicidades! Thank you for sharing
your talents with us. Continue to create and
take risks with your artistic shelves. Don’t
grow up too fast,” commented Chu.
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My Journey Through

Movie Reviews By: Angel Fernandez

High School
By Ashly K Mirabal, Class of 2018

M

y name is Ashly Kiara Mirabal,
I am an 18 year old senior and
I’ve attended High School of
Media & Communications for the past 3
years. I was enrolled in late September
2015. I entered during my 10th grade
and had zero credits from Cathedral
High School, an all girl, private, catholic school, I only came with my religion
credit, but it didn’t count.
When I started school, everyone already knew each other, I felt like the outcast. The first teacher I met and clicked
with right away was, Dr.Shearier.
Elizabeth Payero has been nothing
but great help and a push. Aside from
my mother and older sister, I owe her a
huge thank you! Pushing me to attend all

of my Saturday classes, giving me a decent/reasonable schedule and as much as
I tried getting away from summer school,
she reminded how much I needed it and
how big of a boost it would be for me
and to graduate on time, with my class.
Ms.Elizabeth (as I call her, always forgot
her last name!) had her days… some days
she would be sweet and nice. Others she
wouldn’t take anything from anybody.
I don’t know how much more to thank
you! I entered with zero credits in 2015.
It is now 2018 and I have 30 credits and
still have time to graduate.
The moral of the article is basically
saying, don’t give up. I’ve thought about
walking away from it all and aiming for
my GED… but remembered how close
to finishing I am. I am a senior of 2018. I
will graduate!

Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle (2017):

The reboot to the 1995 original, shows
four teens (Ser’Darius Blain, Madison
Iseman, Alex Wolff and Morgan Turner)
Discovering an old game called called
Jumanji. They end up getting sucked
into it with their ingame avatars portrayed by (Dwayne Johnson, Karen
Gillan, Kevin Hart, and Jack Black) and
inorder to survive they must set their
differences aside if they hope to survive
this game and return to the real world. I
recommend this action packed comedy
to anyone.

Star Wars:The Last Jedi (2017):
The highly anticipated sequel to the
force awakens and the highest grossing movie of 2018 is finally here.
Continuing the story it takes place
after the events of the force awakens
Rey (Daisy Ridley) seeks help from
Jedi Master Luke Skywalker (Mark
Hamill) as the rebels plan their next
plan of attack. I highly recommend
this movie and it is a great tribute to
the long deceased Carrie Fisher in
her last performance as Admiral Leia
Organa.
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Grammy 2018 Winners
Best Country Song: “Broken Halos”
— Mike Henderson and Chris Stapleton,
songwriters (Chris Stapleton)

By Shanita Baker, class of 2019

Song of the Year: “That’s What I Like”
— Christopher Brody Brown, James
Fauntleroy, Philip Lawrence, Bruno Mars,
Ray Charles McCullough II, Jeremy
Reeves, Ray Romulus and Jonathan Yip,
songwriters (Bruno Mars)
Best New Artist: Alessia Cara
Best Pop Solo Performance: “Shape of
You” — Ed Sheeran
Best Pop Duo/Group Performance:
“Feel It Still” — Portugal. The Man
Best Traditional Pop Vocal Album:
“Tony Bennett Celebrates 90” — Various
Artists; Dae Bennett, producer
Best Pop Vocal Album: “÷” — Ed Sheeran
Best Dance Recording: “Tonite” — LCD
Soundsystem
Best Dance/Electronic Album: “3-D The
Catalogue” — Kraftwerk

A

Best New Age Album: “Dancing on Water” — Peter Kater
Best Improvised Jazz Solo: “Miles Beyond” — John McLaughlin, soloist
Mars picked up all the awards he was nominated for,
including album of the year.

Best Jazz Vocal Album: “Dreams and
Daggers” — Cécile McLorin Salvant

Best Rock Album: “A Deeper Understanding” — The War on Drugs

Best Jazz Instrumental Album: “Rebirth” — Billy Childs

Best Alternative Music Album: “Sleep
Well Beast” — The National

Best Large Jazz Ensemble Album:
“Bringin’ It” — Christian McBride Big
Band

Best R&B Performance: “That’s What I
Like” — Bruno Mars
Best Traditional R&B Performance:
“Redbone” — Childish Gambino
Best R&B Song: “That’s What I Like” —
Christopher Brody Brown, James Fauntleroy, Philip Lawrence, Bruno Mars, Ray
Charles McCullough II, Jeremy Reeves,
Ray Romulus and Jonathan Yip, songwriters (Bruno Mars)
Best Urban Contemporary Album:
“Starboy” — The Weeknd

Best Latin Jazz Album: “Jazz Tango” —
Pablo Ziegler Trio
Best Contemporary Christian Music
Performance/Song: “What a Beautiful
Name” — Hillsong Worship; Ben Fielding
& Brooke Ligertwood, songwriters
Best Gospel Album: “Let Them Fall in
Love” — CeCe Winans
Best Contemporary Christian Music Album: “Chain Breaker” — Zach Williams

Best R&B Album: “24K Magic” — Bruno Mars

Best Roots Gospel Album: “Sing It Now:
Songs of Faith & Hope” — Reba McEntire

Best Rap Performance: “HUMBLE.” —
Kendrick Lamar

Best Latin Pop Album: “El Dorado” —
Shakira

Best Rap/Sung Performance: “LOYALTY.” — Kendrick Lamar featuring
Rihanna

Best Latin Rock, Urban or Alternative
Album: “Residente” — Residente
Best Regional Mexican Music Album
(Including Tejano): “Arriero Somos Versiones Acústicas” — Aida Cuevas

Best Contemporary Instrumental Album: “Prototype” — Jeff Lorber Fusion

Best Rap Song: “HUMBLE.” — K.
Duckworth, Asheton Hogan and M. Williams II, songwriters (Kendrick Lamar)

Best Rock Performance: “You Want It
Darker” — Leonard Cohen

Best Rap Album: “DAMN.” — Kendrick
Lamar

Best Comedy Album: “The Age of Spin/
Deep in the Heart of Texas” — Dave
Chappelle

Best Metal Performance: “Sultan’s
Curse” — Mastodon

Best Country Solo Performance: “Either
Way” — Chris Stapleton

Best Music Video: “HUMBLE.” — Kendrick Lamar

Best Rock Song: “Run” — Foo Fighters,
songwriters

Best Country Duo/Group Performance:
“Better Man” — Little Big Town

Best Music Film: “The Defiant Ones” —
Various Artists

Malcom x

Record of the Year: “24K Magic” —
Bruno Mars

By Tatyanna West, Class of 2020

Best Country Album: “From A Room:
Volume 1” — Chris Stapleton

SKYNEWS

On January 28th 2018, the 60th Grammy Awards was hosted and premiered live
in New York City at Madison Square Garden by James Corden. Though these various albums were released, only a certain
amount were eligible and nominated for the
well-renowned award. Overall, the Grammy’s has 30 fields for its selection such as:
General, Pop, Gospel, Classical and others, whilst there’s 84 categories within it.
Out of the 84 categories, most people are
excited for the General Field: Rap, R&B,
Pop, Urban Contemporary, Alternative and
Dance/Electric awards. Here is a partial list
of some of the winners

Fallback
Plans
re you an athlete at the George
Washington
Educational
Campus? If so, this is for you.
After high school, do you Trojans
have a plan aside from a sports career
that may or may not succeed? Have
you thought about what are you going
to fall back on if you’re injured in a
sport or can no longer play? Are you
going to aimlessly float around with
no purpose? This is why, even if you
are the best in your field; you should
have a backup plan.
According to the NCAA, only 1.7%
of high school football players play at
a professional level and in basketball,
only 1.2% are able to play professionally. These are very low statistics and
should be taken into consideration especially by high school athletes.
According to George Washington
Educational Campus’ Athletic Director Jodie Ferguson, “...less than 1%
of student athletes are successful in
professional careers” on the George
Washington Campus.
Ferguson’s advice to student athletes is to, “Always have a backup
plan and to focus on school so that
you can always depend on your education.”
The sport you choose to play
or love can be your passion but your
education will be your key to everything the world has to offer. As Malcolm X once said, “Education is our
passport to the future; for tomorrow
belongs to those who prepare for it
today.” So always keep your options
open and give yourself enough room
to expand your horizons for the future.
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The George Washington baseball
team has been known over the years as
being one of the country’s best. Winning multiple championships throughout
the years, having their most recent win
in the 2015 PSAL Championship. Making it expected for them to continue on
with this tradition and represent not only
George Washington but the Washington
Heights community as well.
As most of the players come from the
community, making the school’s location
ideal for the team. For most of the players
playing baseball is a part of their culture.
Often times the players being foreigners
don’t speak much english but know that
they want to play ball.
The George Washington Trojans baseball team finished off last year’s season

with a winning record of 14 wins and 2
losses. They won their division and did
well in the playoffs. Sadly they lost the
playoffs in the 3rd round.
Things are bound to be different as the
head coach Steve Mandl retired this year,
making our very own Mr. Carbone the
head coach.
Coach Carbone is more than prepared
to be the head coach as he was the assistant coach for close to 10 years. He has
definitely proven his capabilities. As he
coached the team for one season due to
unfortunate circumstances back in 2011.
Taking the team to a championship victory. Making it safe to say the team is
in good hands. As coach himself stated
“this team is going to get faster, stronger,
and smarter.” We hope that he can lead
the team to another victorious season this
upcoming spring.

Coach Carbone is the new coach of the Troajns

First Volleyball game of the season. George Washington Wins
By Noelia Alonzo Guzman,
Class of 2019
The George Washington Volleyball
team had their first game of the season
on September 27, against Frederick
Douglass Academy team. Even though
the score was close the Lady Trojans
won the two matches. The team has
been working hard to do their best
on the games and make it to playoffs.
They have been practicing since June,
growing together and creating a bond
as a team and as a family.

Photo credit: Dylan Nuñez(2)

By Jim Paredes, Class of 2020

Photo credit: Nile Garcia

The “New” Trojans on the Rise

Being on the team is more than a
compromise, it is also a motivation for
the girls. Mariana Munoz, one of court
captains, expressed how she felt about
being part of it.
Mariana shared, “Being part of the
team helps me stay motivated to keep
my grades up so I can continue to be on
it. What pushes me to come every day
to practice is the love for the sport, volleyball takes me away from everything
else that’s going on in life.”
The volleyball team is supported by
Coach Garcia, who is very dedicated

The Lady Trojans crushed Frederick Douglass Academy in the season opener thanks to Coach Garcia guidance.

and passionate with the sport. He has
been coaching since 2004, he received
his bachelors of science and masters
in physical education at Brooklyn college.
Coach Garcia said, “I coach to empower my players. To teach them that
anything is possible with hard work.
Through coaching sports I impart life
lessons and develop life lessons. It’s
awesome when my players come back
after they graduate to say how much
they appreciate the life lessons I’ve
taught them.
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Lady Trojans Dominate in Season Openerp.15

Photo Credit: @georgewashingtonbaseball (Instagram)
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Ready For A New Season!

Trojans Welcome a new Coach p.15

