Vol. 50, No. 2

The Stanner
Archbishop Molloy High School

October 2006

Stanner Players
are “Fools” in 1st
of 2 productions
By Melissa Chien
The first theater production of the
year from Molloy’s Drama Club, Neil
Simon’s comedy Fools, will be
performed on December 7, 8, and 9,
at 8p.m. in Molloy’s theater.
“Fools” will be the first of two
productions planned by the Drama
Club this year. This is the first time in
over 20 years that the Stanner Players
will stage two different full-length plays
during one school year.
Twelve actors were cast out of the
sixty students who auditioned for
“Fools” on October 2.
“The show was hard for me to cast
because I saw a lot of talented
students,” said Mr. Kevin Schwab, who
begins his second year as Molloy
Drama Club moderator.
“I had to narrow down my choices
by looking at schedules and time
conflicts. Out of the 60 auditions, I
could have cast half of them, but I had
to take a few things into consideration.
‘Fools’ is a very farcical and physical
show, so I wanted to see some
energetic individuals with a flare for big
expressions. Most people who audition
for high school plays get very nervous.”
One of the actors who impressed Mr.
Schwab with his ability to do physical
comedy was Travis Kessel. However,
that doesn’t mean his audition was easy.
“Seeing all the people in the crowded
hallway made me very nervous and had
me very anxious to audition,” said

Kessel, who will play Count Gregor.
Junior Scott Brady, a newcomer to
the Drama Club who will play the
Magistrate said, “I was surprised that I
was cast because it was my first time
auditioning, and I also had no acting
experience except for a small role in a
third grade school play.”
Two other newcomers, sophomores
Jose Luis Rodriguez and Cailin Chang,
won the lead roles of Leon Tolchinsky
and his love-interest Sophia Zubritsky.
Unlike last year’s production of the
drama “Twelve Angry Men,” the play
“Fools” is a comedy.
Mr. Schwab said that he wanted to
work on something lighter. He also
mentioned that comedy can be a great
challenge.
Brady likes what he has read so far
from the script.
“I’ve only read one page of the script,
and I’m already laughing,” said Brady.
After staging “Fools,” the Drama Club
plans to do a musical in the spring.
“I am still in the pre-planning stages
for a spring musical,” said Mr. Schwab.
“ Musicals can be very challenging
and are mammoth undertakings, so I
still need to find the right collaborators
willing to help me put that show
together.
“ I have a few ideas rattling around in
my head but it’s too premature to say
anything about them just yet. I can say
that we would be eyeing the stage in

Members of cast of “Fools” gather to rehearse in the Molloy theater.
Clockwise from lower left are: Travis Kessel, Jose Luis Rodriguez,
Angela Nolan, Catherine Flanagan, Angela Cerbone, Joann Syrek,
and Louis Lamia. The play, which is the first of two drama club
productions scheduled for this school year, opens December 7.
(Photo by Fernando Ortiz).
the gym [to use] for a musical.”
A common goal for the cast of
“Fools” is to have fun, make the
audience laugh, and have a full house
for every show.
“By the end of every night’s show, I
hope that everyone will laugh and forget
about their worries,” said Kessel.
The full cast includes ten characters
and two non-speaking roles.
The majority of the cast are
newcomers, including freshmen David
Kane and Louis Lamia, sophomores
Chang, Cosimo Commisso, Joann
Syrek, and Rodriguez, juniors Scott
Brady, Angela Cerbone, and Catherine
Flanagan and senior Diane Del Valle.
The cast also includes two returning

actors who were in last year’s
production of “Twelve Angry Men,”
sophomores Kessel and Angela Nolan.

“Fools” Cast List
Jose Luis Rodriguez.....Leon Tolchinsky
Angela Nolan..........................Snetsky
Cailin Chang...............Sophia Zubritsky
Angela Cerbone..........Lenya Zubritsky
Louis Lamia.....................Dr. Zubritsky
Travis Kessel..................Count Gregor
Scott Brady...................The Magistrate
David Kane...............................Miskin
Dianne Del Valle......................Yenchna
Joann Syrek.............................Slovitch
Catherine Flanagan.....................Vanya
Cosimo Commisso..................Chekov

Juniors: start preparing for college
By Vanessa Meyerhoefer
With a year to go before having to
make decisions about where to apply,
many Molloy juniors have already set
themselves up to travel that long road
toward gaining college admission.
Mr. Kerry Hughes, Molloy’s college
guidance counselor, said that, “most
Stanners are prepared for the college
application process by the fall of their
senior year.”
Though juniors attend just two college
guidance classes, Mr. Hughes said that
the independent research they embark
on in the spring will make a large impact
on how smoothly their college
application process goes.

Mr. Hughes said there are some
essential questions that all juniors should
ask themselves:
* What size college do I want to
attend?
* What am I interested in majoring in
at college?

* How far a distance am I willing to
travel to go to school?
* Do I want an urban, suburban, or
rural campus environment?
*Most importantly, how much can my
family and I afford to pay for college
tuition?

Inside:
A record 173 seniors inducted into NHS
See page 4
Molloy’s two National Merit semi-finalists
See page 5

Mr. Hughes said he can’t stress
enough the importance of
“communication between parents and
students during the college application
process. Many misconceptions about
what the family can afford arise and
where the student actually wishes to go
to college can tend to get lost in
translation during this hectic time.”
Mr. Hughes advises juniors to begin
their research by checking the websites
of the various colleges that interest them.
Juniors should also go to the college
guidance office to read its many college
evaluation books. These books present
Continued on page 4

Is fashion turning girls into victims?
When New York Fashion Week
wrapped up last month, models began
to depart for Paris, Milan, and other
fashion capitals for their next runway
jobs.
With their five foot ten frames, often
weighing no more than 120 pounds,
these models walk the runways year
round for all sorts of designers, from
Yves St. Laurent to Balenciaga.
Not much has changed since August
2, 2006 when Luisel Ramos died. The
22-year-old model had gone days
without eating in order to keep her
weight down. Cause of death was
determined to be heart failure; however
her father believes that she died because
she fasted for several days preceding
Uraguay Fashion Week.
With the exception of Madrid, which
has banned models weighing less than
125 pounds from its runways, thin
models are still continually being
requested by many designers. The
body images of these young girls, such
as model Snejana Onopka, spread
from fashion magazines to mainstream
ads that endorse a “look” of jutting hip
bones and hollow faces that all women
should aspire to achieve. These body
images are not comforting to women
and girls, who in a desperate attempt

to lose weight, suffer from some form
of eating disorders.
However, the question going around
the fashion industry is: are the models
themselves to blame for being so thin
or is it the designers, forcing these
women to be unnaturally lean?
Whoever is to blame, at least the
fashionistas in Madrid have taken
action to put a stop to it.
Fashion has degenerated into a world
for the skinny. For Spring ‘07, the ubershort mini dress dominated the runways
of Versace and Prada during Milan
fashion week. This season, almost
everyone I know has a pair of skinny
jeans, girls and guys alike. Just walk
down the streets of Soho and you’ll see
girls wearing unforgivable leggings
tucked into boots as Kate Moss does
in many ads.
Eating disorders affect almost 10
million females and one million males in
the United States. The possibility that
someone at Molloy has an eating
disorder is not beyond belief. But
starving yourself is not the thing to do
just to fit into those Tsubis.
A healthy diet and habitual exercising
will make you look healthy and that’s
the best look of all.

— Connie Tsang

Future voters need a current events curriculum
As Americans, we take pride in our
country and our history. From the time
we start school, history teachers reenforce the importance of democracy
and our liberal social values.
History stresses the importance of the
past. But what about the present?
Why do current events often take a
back seat in Molloy classrooms?
According to The New York Times
Upfront magazine, a mere 40% of
eligible voters between the ages of 18
and 24 voted in the last presidential
election. However, the majority of
eligible voters over the age of 55 went
to the polls in 2004 and, as a result,
politicians focus on the concerns of

elder voters in order to ensure their reelection.
If we want politicians to start paying
more attention to the concerns of young
adults, it is imperative that we start
voting in greater numbers to be justly
represented in this country.
So let’s prepare to vote.
Most Molloy seniors and juniors will
be eligible to vote in the 2008
presidential election. The rest of us will
be legal voters in a few more years.
This fact increases the importance of
voter education. Following the issues
involved in elections can be very difficult
for inexperienced voters. With all the
U.S. involvement in foreign affairs,

many of us have difficulty filtering the
information coming from a variety of
sources.
The ability to sift through all the
information and follow political races
must be taught.
While many teachers argue that
current events education is the personal
responsibility of students, most us allow
our academic work loads and afterschool activities to take presidence over
educating ourselves about politics.
But if current events were included in
our various curriculums, we would be
better informed about current national
and international issues when we
become first-time voters.

Voter registration must be addressed
as well, with teachers informing us
where to go and what to do to register
to vote.
Every 18-year-old American should
graduate from high school as an
educated voter so he or she can
participate in an election that will be
recorded in future history textbooks.
While we students bear some
responsibility to educate ourselves
about current events, Molloy needs to
play a more active role in that education
by following its own motto: Not for
school but for life.

—Samantha Diliberti

Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:
I wish to add my name in support of
the article published in the September
edition of The Stanner regarding the
use of styrofoam in the school’s food
service. I usually bring my own ceramic
or glass cup for coffee, but my concern
goes beyond myself for the long term
health implications for the Molloy
community.
Our former food service used papers
plates and cups. I would request that
Culinart give consideration to The
Stanner’s proposal in view of the
harmful effects of styrofoam on human
and animal health and on the
environment.
Sister Elizabeth Bickar, S.C.
Assistant Principal

To the Editor:
I’m writing to thank The Stanner for
its editorial on the use of styrofoam cups
by our new cafeteria staff. While
Culinart should be commended for
providing healthier food options for our
students and faculty, at the same time
its use of styrofoam - a substance that
does not break down easily in the
environment and that, when agitated by
some liquids, can release chemcials into
soup or beverages - is an unhealthy,
unwelcomed addition to the cafeteria.
I urge Culinart to consider using paper
cups, which would be safer for both
ourselves and for the world we hope
to leave to posterity.
Mr. Jim Sheehan
English Dept. Chairman
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Homeroom 1F wins Frosh Field Day
By Isabelle Parzygnat
Homeroom 1F won six individual
events and went on to take team
championship at 50th annual Freshman
Field Day on Sept. 29.
“The whole purpose of Freshman
Field Day is for the students to get to
know each other and learn that school
can also be a place to relax and have
fun,” said Bro. Bob Andrews, who has
organized the event for the past 31
years.
Bro. Bob said he saw tremendous
spirit and also saw a few potential great
athletes compete during the day.
Natalie Olszewski, who participated in
track for Homeroom 1G, and Sarah
Conlon, who particpated in the
wheelbarrow race for Homeroom 1B,
both said they had a lot of fun and that

the field day was a great way to get to
know other students in their
homerooms and to work together.
Team Results: 1. 1F, 52 points; 2.
1H, 44; 3. 1B, 38; 4. 1G, 36; 5. 1K,
30; 6. 1J, 24.
Boys Shot Put: 1. John Moore, 1G,
30-feet-6-inches; 2. Michael Reed,
1H, 28-7.
Girls Shot Put: 1. Andrea Martinez,
1F, 23-4; 2. Arjan Singh, 1J, 20-3.
Boys Football Throw: 1. Denis
O’Connor, 1G, 136-0; 2. Matthew
Catera, 1B, 128-0.
Girls Football Throw: 1. Julia
Lipovac, 1F, 148-0; 2. Melisa Kump,
1E, 124-0.
Boys High Jump: 1. Stephen Lopez,
1F, 4-8; 2. Keith Kilpatrick, 1E, 4-8.

Girls High Jump: 1. Danielle Reddy,
1H, 4-0; 2. Catherine Ben, 1A, 3-5.
Boys 800 Meters: 1. Sean Collins,
1B, 3 minutes, 33.4 seconds; 2.
Andrew Richardson, 1H, 2:38.1.
Girls 800 Meters: 1. Laura
Prendergast, 1H, 3:17.2; 2. Kisa
Shiga, 1J, 3:17.3
Boys 1 Lap Relay: 1. Devin
Chowske and Sean Collins, 1B, 45.0;
2. Lukasz Kuna and James Levantis,
1K, 45.7.
Girls 1 Lap Relay: 1. Lauren Linares
and Hailey Ledo, 1F, 53.6; Chelsea
Wynne and Morgan White, 1K, 53.7
Boys 2 Lap Relay: 1. John David
Acevedo and Kenneth Barretto, 1A,
1:51.2; 2. Eric Johnson and
Christopher Kernizan, 1E, 1:53.9.
Girls 2 Lap Relay: 1. Andrea Sinaly
and Victoria Ryan, 1J, 2:00.0; 2.
Amanda Demenescu and Monica
Dluzniewski, 1K, 2:02.0.
Potato Sack Relay: 1. Ashley
Anderson and Melissa Arias, 1A; 2.
Joseph Murawski and Sephanie Orr,
1G.
Spoon Relay: 1. Natalie Paret and
Rebecca Persaud, 1H; 2. Priscilla
Velazquez and Kara Zajac, 1K.
Wheelbarrow Relay: 1. Philip
Loprete, Michael Macchiarolo, Carla
Marian, and Grace Lisandrelli, 1F; 2.
Ryan Mosca, Nicholas Neocleous,
Christopher Novak, and Denis
O’Connor, 1G.
Basketball Shootout: 1.Elise Lontos
and John Lynch, 1F; 2. Reynaldo
Walters and Lloyd Williams, 1K.
Soccer Shootout: 1. (tie) Natalie

Rivera and Rocco Romeo, 1H;
Christopher Roskosky and Joseph
Ruocco, 1J.
Chess: 1. Anthony Bonelli, 1B; 2.
Jarrett Williams, 1K.
History: 1. Nick D’Angelo, Mike
DellaVecchia, and Camille Dwyer, 1C;
2. Stephan Hershenfeld, Chris Hwu,
David Kane, 1E.

Stephanie Almache plays Mr.
Jeff Gallager’s history game,
above. Lauren Linares and
Shannon Chiarel show off their
trophies while a wheelbarrow
race is run in the gym, below.
(Photos by Blue & White staff)

Dance scares up a big crowd
By Tatiana Nunez
With over 430 students having
attended the Frosh-Soph Halloween
dance Oct. 13 in the Molloy cafeteria,
the Student Activities Committee
[SAC] is now planning to sponsor more
dances for the school year that will be
open to all Stanners.
Last year, only one Molloy dance was
held and two years ago there were none.
SAC wanted to change this trend and
the success of the Oct. 13 dance was a
good first step toward doing so.

“The goal is to make Molloy’s dances
amazing again,” said senior Erica
Quintana, a member of SAC who
worked on the dance. “I think the past
few years not enough people have been
going [to the dances] because they think
they’re the only ones who wanted to
go. But if everybody goes, then they
will have fun.”
Before going co-ed, Molloy often
sponsored four or more dances every
year.

The popularity of the dances began
to fade once the school went co-ed and
students from other schools were not
allowed to attend Molloy dances.
So SAC members worked hard
promoting the dance this month by
putting up posters and selling tickets
during homeroom and lunch periods.

300 of them came in costume.
“The amount of students that attend
does not matter as much to me,” said
SAC moderator Mr. Ken Auer,
“becasue if everybody has a good time,
I consider it a success.”

As a result, the four-hour Halloween
dance, which had a $5 admission fee
and music provided by senior DJ John
Tanico, was an unqualified success.
Not only did over half the school’s
frosh and sophomores attend, about

Sophmores Shannon Lavelle and
Shannon McLaughlin, above,
won the award for best costume,
beating out Pebbles, Star Wars,
and Captain Jack Sparrow.
(Photos by Blue & White staff)

A record 173 joins NHS
By Angela Cerbone
A record 173 Molloy seniors were
inducted into the National Honor
Society during a ceremony held on Oct.
25 in the Jack Curran Gym, said NHS
moderator Mr. Brian Kelly.
The Class of 2007 smashed the
previous record of 133 inductees which
set last year.
Jessica Hurley was elected president
of Molloy’s NHS chapter in the Oct. 5
election along with Stephen Silva as vice
president, Stanley Saji as secretary, and
Victor Lipnicki as treasurer.
Each spoke at the induction
ceremony along with Mr. Kelly and
members of the Molloy administration.
President Hurley said she was
“pleasantly surprised and shaking with
excitement” when her victory was
announced.
To win a place on the ballot for a
NHS office, members either nominated
themselves or were nominated by others
at the group’s first meeting. The
nominees then gave speeches specifying
why they were right for the position.
To qualify for induction into NHS,
Mr. Kelly said seniors must meet the
group’s criteria which can be summed
up in four words: scholarship,
leadership, character, and service.
By scholarship, the NHS means
achieving a 93 or better cumulative
average during a student’s first three
years at Molloy.
Leadership is measured by being an
active member in school clubs, activities,
or sports teams.
Character is measured by having a
clean disciplinary record at Molloy.
Service means participating in one of
Molloy’s many service organizations
such as Briarwood Shelter,
Environment Club, Toy Drive, Tutoring,
or being involved in service
organizations outside of Molloy such as
at a local church.
“Each student is honored for being
such a highly qualified person for the
past three years,” said Mr. Kelly. “To
fit these four criteria at this age is very
impressive. Now, as seniors, we expect
them to continue showing these
qualities.”

Victor Lipnicki, left, and Stanley Saji, right, were elected treasurer and secretary respectively of the
National Honors Society for the Class of 2007. (photo by Fernando Ortiz)
The following seniors were inducted
into the NHS:
Caroline Abikaram; Roby Abraham;
Travis Ali; Jennifer Amador; George
Arcarola; Peter Armanious; Richard
Avolanti; Katherine Azcona;
Christina Barnett; Oscar Basantes;
David Bellinger; Stephen Bione;
Andrew Birstingl; Dana Blond; Michael
Borek; Megan Boyle; Amanda
Brzozowski;
Kristen Cadacio; Cassondra
Calandrillo; Venus Chao; Emily
Chesler; Justine Chirichella; Christina
Chiu; Michael Conroy; James
Cosgrove; Michael Crane; Rory
Cunnane;
Nicolo Damaso; Nina Darbonne;
Orellana Del Fierro; Jason DelPilar;
Raphael Del Rosario; Katherine
DeMarco; Frank DeMaria; Lino
DeMasi; Michael DeMeo; Michelle
DePinto; Andrea Devas; KellyAnn
Dolor; Frederick Dorgler; Jonathan
Duran;
Daniel Edwards; Stephanie Fava;
Jessy Fernandes; Nelcy Fernandez;
Kayley Ferran; Andrew Fesler;
Christine Fiore; Ian Fitts; Timothy
Frankie;
Alyssa Goldbach; Jonathan Guzman;
Timothy Hanna; Ryan Harrington;

Susan Harrington; Thomas Hartin;
Umer Hassan; Lydia Howrilka;
Christopher Hughes; Sierra Hunt;
Jessica Hurley; Trisha Hurtares;
Marie Ilagan; Steven Jelcic; Philip
Jermolowitz; Tosin Jolaoso; Anita
Joseph; Andrew Kathriner; John
Keaney; Cassandre Kernizan; Helen
Kim; Sapna Kishnani; Tina
Kochupurackal; Stephen Kostel;
Nadina Latchman; Michael Layer;
Joseph Liantonio; Victor Lipnicki; Sean
Loftus; Stephanie Lopez; Jared
Macchirole; Sylwia Mackiewicz; Kelly
Magee; Elizabeth Maharaj; Natalie
Malikyan; Theresa Manzi; Jerina
Martinaj; Catherine Massowd;
Tenisha McDonald; Desmond
McGowan; Christine McGrory; Nicole
Megale; Diane Mei; Nicole Milberry;
Steven Montoni; Michiko Morri;
Malgorzata Mrzyk;
Elliot Nasser; Bianca Neptune; Kelly
Newton; Charles Niedzwiedz;
Marrissa Nostramo; Kathleen
O’Connell; Michael O’Connor; Dennis
O’Grady; Alisa Orahovac; Fernando
Ortiz;
Chelsea Palladino; Joseph Palmeri;
Ryan Peeters; Byron Peeters; Stephanie
Peralta; Mary Perez; Nina Pinto; Karina
Ponte; Matthew Poon;

Monika Prokop; Sabreen Rahman;
Jessica Ramasami; Daniel Rankel;
Alessandra Rannazzisi; Rhistina Revilla;
Camille Riccardi; Colleen Richards;
Eddie Rizzo;
Kevin Roberts; Danielle Rodin;
Bryan Rodriguez; Erica Rodriguez;
Erika Rogawski; Emilie Rosano; Irving
Rosario; Margaret Rossi;
Nadine Rudolph; Stanley Saji;
Gennarina Santorelli; Agata Sawicki;
Priam Saywack; Daniel Scagnelli;
Brittany Schieler;
Brian Schwab; Michael Scotko; Kim
Seiler; Catherine Silva; Stephen Silva;
Catherine Soderberg; Elizabeth
Solaimanian; Peter Stamm; Veronica
Staszewska; Patricia Sun; Olivia
Szereszowiec;
Alyssa Tallini; Mica Tan; Justin
Thottam; Katarzyna Topczewska;
Diana Trent; Angela Tso; Anthony
Tufano; Jessica Ulmer; Adam User;
Kara Van Rossem; Amanda Varughese;
Daniela Velez; Stephanie Verbanac;
Yvette Villanueva;
Lukasz Wasilewski; Tora Watson;
Mary Catherine Wen; Tiffany Yeung;
Catherine Yiu; Anthony Zampardi;
Catherine Zhu; Jaclyn Zimmel.

It’s never too early to start preparing for college
Continued from page 1
colleges from an unbiased point of view
because most of these books are not
written by the schools themselves.
Junior Kathryn Ornellas has already
begun her college application process
by purchasing books on college
rankings and their majors.
Mr. Hughes said that the next step in
the research process is to plan college
visits during the summer before senior
year.
“It’s a good idea to try to set up an
interview while on campus,” Mr.
Hughes said, “since colleges keep a
record of who visits and you get a
valuable chance to ask questions with

important staff members on a one-onone basis.”
Junior year is of utmost importance
academically in terms of college
acceptance.
Though junior year is critical, Mr.
Hughes warns that the “snob schools,”
also known as the Ivy-League and other
top ranked schools, ask to see grades
from the first two marking periods of
the applicants’ senior year.
Junior year is also the time when
students should continue cultivating
whatever special talents, such as
sports,music, art, or drama, that they
participate in outside of the classroom.

Finally juniors can’t forget they must
tackle the SAT this spring, and, for
students applying to the more
prestigious colleges, the SAT II.
Mr. Hughes said, “students should be
realistic about their own academic
ability when thinking about what
colleges they’d like to attend. But they
shouldn’t forget that some individuals
can thrive in schools that might seem
academically over their heads, while
others would rather be situated in a
more comfortable academic
environment.”
Ornellas said that the number of
juniors who’ve begun thinking about

college is pretty evenly divided.
“Some juniors seem like they haven’t
thought at all about their future,” she
said, “while others have shaped their
entire high school experience around
college preparation.”
Junior Antonio Gallego has yet to start
thinking about college, saying he
“doesn’t have the time,” and has yet to
receive any guidance from his school
or family.
Perhaps reading this article will help
him and other juniors get on the road
to choosing the right colleges.

Newton and McGowan semifinalists
By Allie Reisch
Two Archbishop Molloy seniors,
Kelly Newton and Desmond
McGowan, were notified on Sept. 13

Desmond McGowan was
surprised to be named a
National Merit Semifinalist.

that they were National Merit
Scholarship semifinalists based on their
performance on the PSAT they took in
October 2005 as juniors.
The National Merit Scholarship
program offers scholarships to students
who score in the 99% percentile on the
PSAT.
Approximately 1,400,000 juniors
take the PSAT every October, but only
16,000 are named semifinalists by
meeting the requirements to advance to
the final round of the national merit
scholarship competition.
“The National Merit Scholarship is
quite prestigious and a big plus on a
student’s college application,” said Mr.
Ed Jennings, assistant principal.
Newton plans to apply to Harvard,
Princeton, Brown, Tufts, Swathmore
and Colgate while McGowan plans to
apply to Duke, Notre Dame, University
of Virginia, Yale, Davidson, Princeton,
Boston College, Villanova, Fairfield,
and Richmond. His first choice is Duke.
Newton said she was, “excited [to
be named a semifinalist] because there
are so many talented students taking the
exam.”
McGowan said when he heard the
news, “I was definitely surprised.
Getting one of the top 16,000 scores
isn’t something I expected going into
the test.”

In order to prepare for the exam,
Newton took a SAT prep course, but
her best advice to students taking the
PSAT or SAT is, “don’t stress and stay
calm.”
McGowan says, “just stay focused.
Don’t spend too much time on one
problem and have a general knowledge
of root words.”
The next step in the process for
Newton and McGowan is to see if they
qualify as National Merit finalists.
Mr. Jennings said, “students are
usually notified in early February if they
have been selected as National Merit
finalists. About 15,000 semifinalists
eventually move up to finalists. This is
based on an application filled out by
the student and the college guidance
counselor, a self- descriptive essay, and
participation and leadership in school
and community.”
From those 15,000 finalists, about
2,500 National Merit scholarships
worth $2,500 each are awarded.
In addition, businesses award 5,700
additional scholarships to finalists, Mr.
Jennings said.
Eight seniors were recognized for
scoring in the top 96 percentile on the
PSAT: Emily Chesler, Michael Conroy,
James Hounsell, Victor Lipnicki, Kim
Seiler, Mary Catherine Wen, Anthony
Zampardi and Catherine Zhu.

Kelly Newton was helped by an
SAT prep course when taking the
PSAT/NMSQT. (Photos by
Fernando Ortiz)

Bridge and Tunnel treks from Manhattan to Bklyn
By Diana Trent
The Bridge and Tunnel Crowd, a
group of 27 Molloy students organized
by Mr. Chris Dougherty and Mr. Ted
McGuinness, walked over the
Williamsburg Bridge from Manhattan
into Brooklyn to eat dinner and then
crossed back again from Brooklyn into
Manhattan for dessert on Oct. 6.
“We rode the subway twice, walked
5.5 miles, ate a Thai dinner and an Italian
dessert, laughed, took pictures, talked,
ambled about, and inducted new
members on the subway platform at
14th St., silencing the other MTA
customers and, to our amusement,
causing them to stare,” said Mr.
Dougherty.
The group started its first trip of the
year at the Molloy chapel with a brief,
student-run prayer service which
included a few words about the late
Bro. Leo Richard, the SMILE and peer
group founder who used to go on walks
like the ones now taken by the Bridge
& Tunnel Crowd.
The group then took the F train to
Delancey St. and walked to Brooklyn
via the Williamsburg Bridge to have
dinner at the Southeast Asian restaurant
SEA.
After dinner, the group walked back
over the bridge and north to the East
Village where it ate pastries at
Veniero’s.
First-time bridge walkers Ericka
Rogawski and Mike O’Connor called
the trip “a lot of fun.”

Molloy’s Bridge and Tunnel Crowd pose on the Brooklyn Bridge during one of last year’s excursions.
They especially enjoyed dinner at
SEA with its variety of foods. Both
managed to find something they liked
on the menu despite not having eaten
Thai food before.
Walking over the Manhattan Bridge
was also fun.
“It was cool to be high up, looking at
the scenery from the bridge,” said
Rogawski. “It was a whole new
perspective.”
According to its moderators, the
purpose of the club is to enjoy different
aspects or New York City by trying
new foods and being able to bond with

classmates, faculty, and the alumni who
sometimes join the group.
“We want students to enjoy a
substance-free, stress-relieving activity
and honor the memory of Bro. Leo,”
said Mr. Dougherty
Seniors are offered the option of
joining the Bridge and Tunnel Crowd
on its 11-mile walk to the World Trade
Center site as an alternative to the usual
Walk-a-thon route through Queens that
the rest of the student body will take
on Oct. 27.
On this trip they will cross the
Williamsburg Bridge and walk to the

World Trade site. Upon their arrival,
the group will have a simple, reflective
prayer service before seniors are given
some free time to go the Memorial Wall
or just rest.
The group will eat lunch in either the
Lower East Side in Manhattan or
Williamsburg, Brooklyn.
The group hopes to take one more
trip this fall before taking a break until
spring.
New members are always welcome
and can direct questions about the club
to either Mr. Dougherty in Room 304
or Mr. McGuinness in Room 207-B.

Environmentalists recycle computers
By Kathryn Ornellas
Last summer on MTV’s Video Music
Awards, former Vice President Al Gore
came on to talk about global warming,
which he explained is a growing threat
to this generation of high school
students. As a result, MTV now tells
its audience to “Break the Addiction”
to oil and other fossil fuels that cause
global warming.
But are Mr. Gore and MTV right?
Environment Club moderator Mr.
Chris Dougherty certainly thinks so.
He took the club last month to see Al
Gore’s movie about the threat of global
warming, “An Inconvenient Truth,”
which was released in May 2006 and
is still playing in theaters.
Mr. Dougherty said the movie “was
very good and very educational. To
paraphrase Mr. McKenna, Al Gore is
a very good teacher.”
Mr. Dougherty recommends that all
Stanners go see the movie and learn
about the issue.
Mr. Mike DeMarco, chairperson of
Molloy’s Science Dept., agrees that

higher carbon dioxide levels due to the
burning of fossil fuels could be the cause
of global warming. However he also
mentioned another factor that some
scientists are considering, storms on the
surface of the sun. These storms
explode into space and affect the
temperature of the earth.
Stanners may ask, “what can we do
to help to reduce global warming?”
They may already be helping just by
taking trains and buses home rather than
cars. Reducing energy consumption by
turning off lights, TV’s, and computers
is also effective.
After Mr. Dougherty and the
Environment Club went to see the film,
“Who Killed the Electric Car?,” they
recycled over 50 computer monitors
and hard drives at a recycling event run
by the Lower East Side Ecology
Center. Mr. C.J. Mallia, Bro. Roy
George, and Bro. Pat Lally also joined
the environment club in their recycling
effort.
Mr. Dougherty said that Stanners

Travis Kessel and Jacqueline Ehrhardt, along with Mr. Chris
Dougherty and Mr. Ted McGuinness, recycled over 50 computer
monitors and hard drives at a recylcing event run by the Lower East
Side Ecology Center last month. (Photo by Bro. Roy George.)
can also help slow global warming by support legislation to reduce green
voting for “green politicians” who will house gases.

Student-run Lantern begins its fifth year in chapel
By Sean Pinckney
As the leaves begin to change color
and the mercury on the thermometer
drops a little lower, a new Molloy
tradition begins preparations for the
start of another year.
The Lantern program has begun its
fifth year as an after school activity,
meeting once a week every
Wednesday at 2 p.m. in the school
chapel.
The purpose of Lantern, when it was
founded in 2002, was to provide a
release for students to talk about
different topics pertaining to faith,
school, and life in general.
This goal has been achieved as the
chapel on Wednesday afternoons is
often filled with students seeking to take
some time out of their busy lives for a
“mini-retreat” of sorts.
The Lantern got its name from the
story involving the founder of the Marist
Brothers, St. Marcellin Champagnat,
who was trapped with a companion in
a heavy snow storm while attempting
to visit a sick brother.

Fearing they would not survive, they
began to pray the Memorare to the
Virgin Mary. Suddenly, in the distance,
a farmer holding a lantern became visible
to them. He took them in and gave them
shelter from the storm.
The Lantern became a symbol to
Marist Brothers all over the world and
now, too, to the students who meet in
the chapel Wednesday afternoons.
The Lantern is a student-run event.
Two senior members of the Marist
Youth community at Molloy, Elliot
Nasser and Peter Stamm, meet to
decide what topics will be discussed at
each session under the supervision of
Bro. John Raeihle.
“I feel that I have made some great
friends through Lantern and have gotten
to know people I never would have met
had I not gone to Lantern,” said Stamm.
“I definitely do not regret going.”
Principal Bro. Roy George is another
big supporter of Lantern, telling students,
“Try it; you’ll like it.”

Lantern upperclassmen gather around the altar in the chapel.
Lantern, a student run prayer service, meets every Wednesday
afternoon. (Photo by Bro. Roy George.)

Student Council elects executive board members
By Irene Tung and Catherine Tanzil
Senior Joe Dujmovic was elected
president of Molloy’s Student Council
during its first meeting of the year on
Oct. 5.
Joining Dujmovic on the executive
board were Malika Langaigne as vice
president, Benedict Joson as treasurer,
Pete Stamm as Pro-temp, and
Anastazja Wojnarowski as secretary.
To enhance the effectiveness of
Student Council this year, its elected
officers decided to have homeroom
representatives attend every meeting.
These representatives then report back

to their homeroom with what Student
Council is doing.
As its first action of the year, Student
Council decided to sponsor a Walk-athon related Dress Down Day on Oct.
31 for those students who bring in their
pledges before the final deadline.
Student Council pushed for this dress
down day, “just to be nice because
we’re stuck in school on Halloween,”
said Ms. Kathy Loughran, the Student
Council moderator.
Student Council would like to
sponsor dress down days to support

worthy causes on a monthly basis rather
than on a sporadic one. However, “For
now we will take what we are given
[by the Molloy Administration],” said
Dujmovic.
Student Council has already started
planning events for this spring’s Spirit
Week, which was highly successful
when it was introduced by Student
Council last spring. Ms. Loughran
considers this the Student Council’s
biggest accomplishment of her tenure.
In cooperation with the Student
Activities Committee [SAC], the

Student Council is looking to stage
more dances that will be open to all
students after the successful FroshSoph Halloween Dance on Friday Oct.
13.
Student Council members are hoping
that if this spring’s Spirit Week is as
successful as last year’s event, it will
become a Molloy tradition.
Students who wish to make
suggestions to the Student Council can
attend its meetings or speak personally
with Ms. Loughran in Room 221.

Volleyball starts season at 6-1
By Priam Saywack
The Archbishop Molloy varsity pumped up and ready to play this fall
volleyball team, which went undefeated as it aspires to duplicate last year’s
last season in league play and won the performance.
Brooklyn-Queens Championship, is “The team’s goal is to have a season
similar to last year’s and make it to
states,” said senior Brittany Schieler,
team co-captain and middle blocker.
Molloy began its title defense by
winning two out of the three season
games so far, defeating Christ the King
and Mary Louis but losing to one of its
biggest rivals, St. Francis Prep.
However, the team is not
disheartened by its early season loss.
Assistant coach Ms. Elizabeth Young
said that while “there are a couple of
kinks to be worked out,” the coaches
are pleased overall with the team’s
performance. Outside hitter Emily
Harms and middle blocker Maggie
Bolan, two sophomores on the team,
went even further. “We’re doing great,”
Harms said.
Seven seniors are major contributors
to the team: Angelina Waterman (cocaptain and outside hitter), Moriah
Kreppein (co-captain and outside
hitter), Joyce Callada (back row
player), Antoinette Manigbas (back row
player), Catie Massowd (outside hitter
and middle blocker), Jessica Ulmer
(back row player), and Schieler.
Setter Nikki Bagatta is the only junior.
“Each player has a different job to
do on the court and each player is
equally important,” said Ms. Young.
Clockwise from above right,
Molloy celebrates winning a
point, Brittany Schieler and
Maggie Bolan await a serve, and
Catie Massowd starts the
Stanner offense. (Photos by
Fernando Ortiz)

Boys soccer makes a play for victory Girls aim
for soccer
playoffs
By Tara Gildea
The Varsity boys soccer team is one
of the most successful of Archbishop
Molloy’s athletic teams during Coach
Mr. Andy Kostel’s 31-year tenure,
winning sectional, city and even state
titles.
That’s why, the team’s 6-3-9 record
in the regular season is not making the
Stanners very happy.
“We’ve had a rough season,” said
midfielder Stephen Kostel, the coach’s
son and one of four senior co-captains
along with Andrew Birstingl, Frank
Sadicario, and Ian Sarnataro.
“This year’s team is very young,
mostly made up of sophomores and
juniors. We’re trying to pull through.
Everybody is working very hard. The
sophomores and juniors have started
to step up and that is the key to our
success,” Stephen Kostel said.
Sadicario, a fullback who is the
team’s leading scorer with nine goals
and two assists, said, “Our toughest
match was against Fordham Prep,” a
1-0 loss.
Kostel, who has scored two goals

Co-captain Frank Sadicario
looks to find a teammate to
pass to during Archbishop
Molloy’s disappointing 1-0
loss to Fordham Prep. (Photo
by Steve Montoni)

and has five assists, said, “Our best
match this season would be against
Regis [ a 3-0 victory]. The team came
together and we finally showed intensity
throughout the entire game. We needed
that win to turn our season around.”
Molloy Athletic Director Mr. Mike
McCleary said that the team will begin
the playoffs Oct. 25 and could continue
playing through Nov. 4 if the Stanners
reach the city title game.
The state playoffs are Nov. 10-11.
“They’ve always been strong in the
Brooklyn-Queens championship,” said
Mr. McCleary. “They’re in a good
position to win it again but they have to
continue to work hard to achieve their
goal.”
Sadicario agrees, saying, “Anything
short of a championship would be
considered a failure.”
Kostel believes the team can go even
further than that.
“We want to show we have what it
takes to win the city and state
championships,” he said.

By Erin Kenny
Molloy’s Varsity girls soccer
team, with a record of 4-6-2 in
league play, is in good position to
make CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens B
Division playoffs, said Athletic
Director Mr. Mike McCleary.
The team’s two best
performances of the season were
its 2-0 victory over St. Anthony’s
and a 2-2 tie with St. Francis Prep.
If the girls qualify for the playoffs,
the semi-finals are scheduled for
October 25 and the finals are
October 27.
The team’s playoff goals are “to
win Championships and have fun
doing it,” said Laura Ruocco.
She is one of the top players
along with co-captain Camille
Ricciardi, said Mr. McCleary.

Girls tennis serves up perfect season
By Faith Conlon
Molloy’s varsity girls tennis team, in
only its second year of existence,
finished the regular season with a 10-0
record.
However, after defeating Fontbonne
Hall in the playoff semifinals, Molloy
suffered a repeat of last year, losing to
The Mary Louis Academy 3-2.
Junior Jillian Grogan, who plays first
doubles, said the most satisfying
victories of the year were over The
Mary Louis Academy because it was
the top rated team in Queens until the
Stanners came along. Molloy and
TMLA entered the city championships
last year with an undefeated record, but
Molloy lost the match 2-3.

On October 10, Molloy beat TMLA
3-2 at the West Side Tennis Club, with
Samantha Hernandez and Maria Duran
winning the second doubles match 85, and Bea Iszak winning third singles
8-6 almost simultaneously to continue
their undefeated streak.
Team captains Kelly Newton and
Kim Seiler, who two years ago played
on the boys team because Molloy had
no girls team, are hoping the 11-person
team led by Coach Mr. Matt Hunter
can maintain its undefeated record and
go on to win the Brooklyn-Queens
championship.
Molloy Athletic Director Mr. Mike
McCleary said he had hoped the team
would do even better than it did last
year due to having more experienced
players and the leadership of Newton,
the team’s outstanding player at number
one singles.
However, the team can be pleased
with its second consecutive undefeated
regular season record.
Grogan said she was pleased with the
way the team has performed so far and
was impressed with the talent of the
frosh who joined the team this year.
New to the team this year are frosh
Kisa Shiga, Samantha Hernandez, and
Maria Duran, and sophomore Allie
Reish.

Second singles player, junior Logan Vairo, left, and third singles
player, sophomore Bea Iszak helped Molloy to a 10-0 regular season
record. (Photos by Fernando Ortiz.)
Newton also is impressed with her its members put 100% effort into
talented frosh teammates and said the winning every match.
team’s key to success was the fact that

Alum sets Fun Run record
By Erica Rodriguez and Andrew
Siconofli
Anthony Vernaci, Molloy Class of
2003, set a course record of 15,
minutes, 53 seconds when he won the
men’s division of the 18th Annual
Andrew Harvey Memorial Fun Run
Oct. 1.
Two Molloy seniors, Stephen Bione
(17:41) and Daniel Edwards (18:16)
finished second and third in the five
kilometer race which runs through
Briarwood and finishes on the Molloy
track.
Sophomore Catherine Morreale won
the women’s race in 22:08 with junior
Diane Fernandes second in 22:25.
The event consists of three separate
runs, the 5K, mile, and a dash for little
kids.
The event attracted 180 runners
comprised of either current students,
alumni, or friends of Molloy, and over
120 spectators.
“What I like most about the Fun Run
is seeing the alumni, students, and their
families have a good time,” said Mr.
Frank Gambino, the event’s organizer.
“When Molloy students run, it’s mostly
just for fun.”
Molloy juniors Matt Flynn finished
sixth in 19:08, Aaron Woods was
seventh in 19:31, and Michael
Woolford was 10th in 19:46.
Sophomores William Vabrinskas
finished 20th in 20:49, Joseph Mayer

21st in 20:55, and Richard Chunga 23rd
in 21:11.
After sweeping the top two spots in
the women’s race, the next female
Stanner across the line was sophomore
Danielle Ford, who finished 54th overall
in 23:10.

Senior Victor Szuper, a cross country
runner who participated in the Fun Run,
said, “I took the run pretty easy and
ran it for pure fun. The coaches weren’t
too worried about how fast we ran.
They just wanted us to enjoy it.
“The best part is when you reach the

Girls just wanna have fun
Members of Archbishop Molloy’s junior varsity girls soccer
team smile for the camera at a game this season. For stories
about the boys and girls varsity soccer teams, see page 7.
(Photo by Christina Loccisano)

track for the final 200 meters and Mr.
Gambino says something funny through
the megaphone. I will definitely come
back as an alumni because it is such a
great experience,” Szuper said.

Soph girls win X-C title
Thanks to Theresa Cervantes’ tiebreaking performance, the Molloy
sophomore girls cross country team
won
the
Brooklyn-Queens
championship Oct. 11 in Van Cortland
Park.
The Stanners tied for first with St.
Francis Prep 49-49 but under CHSAA
tie-breaker rules, the team whose sixth
place runner placed higher in the overall
individual standings wins the title.
Cervantes, who completed the 2.5
mile course in 21 minutes and 13
seconds, finished 21st overall, three
places ahead of Prep’s sixth place
runner and earning Molloy the title.
Leading the Stanners’ championship
effort was Catherine Morreale, who
finished third in a time of 18:21,
followed by Danielle Ford, fourth in
18:31, Kristen Lasak, 13th in 20:17,
Adriana Rannazzisi, 15th in 20:36, and
Mary Napolitano, 17th in 21.29.
Morreale, Ford, Rannazzisi, and
Napolitano ran their best times of the
season in this meet.

