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Christmas Around the World

Meet Mrs. Shepherd!

By Areanna J. 5th Grade

By Brendan K. and Kylin J. 5th grade

With Christmas being right around the corner, I
started wondering how other people in the world
celebrated this famous holiday in Europe, Africa,
and China. Many countries celebrate Christmas in
many ways. In Australia, the Christmas holiday falls
during summer; it is popular to go camping during
this time. Natives decorate their homes with trees
and lights, but also display bunches of "Christmas
Bush," a native Australian tree with small green
leaves and cream-colored flowers that turn red in summer. In each state capital, there is
a "Carols by Candlelight" service where famous performers sing holiday favorites. In
Beijing, China an illuminated Christmas tree is seen in front of the National Stadium
to celebrate Christmas Eve. Christmas is not a public holiday in China, but it is celebrated across the country as Western traditions have become increasingly popular. In
Brazil, fireworks explode near a traditional Rio de Janeiro Christmas tree during the
official lighting ceremony at Rodrigo de Freitas Lake. In Brazil, Santa Claus is called
Papai Noel. In Mexico, favorite holiday foods include chicken, turkey, ham, rice, pork,
and fresh and dried fruits. Actors perform on the streets during the "Three Kings Day"
festival in Mexico City. "Three Kings Day" is a Christian holiday in Mexico that celebrates the Three Wise Men who brought gifts to the baby Christ. Christmas traditions
in the UK are much like the US. Christmas trees, holly and mistletoe are used as decorations. One difference: instead of milk and cookies, the children in London often
leave mince pies and brandy for Father Christmas. In Russia, people dress as Father
Frost, the equivalent of Santa Claus, and Snow Maiden greet passers-by during a New
Year's parade in Bishkek, Russia. In Russia, New Year's celebrations are very important (sometimes more than Christmas). Father Frost brings presents to children. The
traditional greeting on New Year's is "S Novym Godom." Lastly in Africa on Christmas day, carols are sung from Ghana to South Africa. Meats are roasted, gifts are exchanged, and people travel far and wide to visit family. However, in many countries
the celebration is very different than it is in North America or Europe. Coptic Christians in Ethiopia and Egypt celebrate Christmas according to the Julian calendar - which means that although they celebrate on December 25th, that date usually
translates to January 7th on the Gregorian calendar. Kwanzaa (the celebration of African heritage observed in the United States and often associated with the festive season)
is not celebrated in Africa. I hope you enjoyed this trip around the world to see how
many different families from around the world celebrate Christmas. Merry Christmas
to all and to all a good year.

We decided to interview Mrs. Shepherd,
the 3rd Grade teacher.
We asked her what
her favorite candy was,
and she said she liked
Baby Ruth. Then, we
asked her when she
wanted to become a
teacher. She said she
wanted to become a teacher in college.
We then asked her what her back-up job
was. She responded, “Well, I didn’t really
think about that. I just always wanted to
become a teacher.” Next, we asked her if
she had to leave home alone, what three
items would she take with her, and she
stated that she would bring her Bible, her
glasses, and a toothbrush. We then asked
her what college she went to, and she
said she went to Texas A&M. We also
asked her what she liked to do as a child,
and she liked to ride her bike. Now you
know a little more about Mrs. Shepherd!

Game Review:
Portal 2D
By Collin K. 5th
grade
Portal 2D is a tribute to Valve’s popular
console puzzle game, Portal 2. Portal 2D
uses almost every feature from the real
version in 25 obscure levels. These levels
feature achievements, customizations, and
more. Portal 2D features a boy who lost
his sandwich in a portal. You play as this
boy and you jump through the portal 2D.

Come See Anna G.!
by Paige E. 5th grade

Book Review: The Bronze Bow by Meet King’s New Dog
Elizabeth George Speare
Jordan W. & King H. 6th grade
Review by Ellis H. 6th Grade

duce you to

Today, I
had the
chance to
interview
fellow 5th
grader,
Anna G.. I
first asked
her about her favorite color. She
said, " Maroon." Next, I asked her if
she had a superpower what would it
be? She said, "Invisibility." She
told me her favorite subject is Language Arts. Then, I asked her about
her favorite holiday? Anna said,
"Christmas." She then told me that
her favorite thing to do in her spare
time is watch YouTube. After asking her what time she would choose
if she were in charge of bedtime,
she replied, "Midnight." Finally,
she said if she were invisible for a
day, she would enjoy playing pranks
on her friends. I enjoyed my time
with Anna.

We are very excited to intro-

The Bronze

King’s new

Bow is a book

dog, Frost.

about a young
Jewish man

He is a big,
fluffy, and
cute Great

named Daniel. He was a zealot Pyrenees. He is just a puppy

who hated the Romans so

now, but he’ll grow to be very

much, he would do anything to

large and strong. He grows

get rid of them now and forev-

faster than a weed every day.
He loves to cuddle and is very

er. Daniel was an innocent boy enjoyable too. Frost enjoys bewhen the Romans crucified his ing with his family and playing
father. After that horrific event, outside with them. We both
will agree, he sure is a fine
Daniel became a man seeking
dog.
to avenge his father’s death.
Soon Daniel met Jesus and He
told him that hatred will not

Upcoming Events:
•

Lessons & Carols/
Alumni Day—December
20th

•

Christmas Break—
December 21– January 8

•

All-School Scripps Spelling
Bee—January 11th

tury Roman occupied Israel as

•

Homecoming Week—
January 14-18

well as riveting characters and

•

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day—No School—January
21st

•

100th Day of School—
January 31

get you anywhere. Love is
stronger than hate. This historical fiction novel is filled with
realistic depictions of 1st cen-

realistic events. This book is a
moving and vivid novel you
will want to read.

Cute, Comfortable, & Cozy
Winter Fashions

The iPhone XR
by Ray W. 6th grade

By Alivia B. and Morgan W. 5th
Earlier this year Apple introduced the
grade
new iPhone XR, which features the
Do you have a good-looking jacket to
stay warm this winter? Does it fit comfortably? We are here to show you
cute, comfortable,
cozy winter
fashion
trends. The
best trendy
and go-to
winter colors are red,
gray, blue, white, and black. For women, a cape shawl is a nice fit to keep the
cold out and keep you warm. Shirts
with logos seem to be trendy. Are you
tired of the cold goblins nipping at your
feet? Well long boots, ankle boots and
leather boots are sure to keep them
away! For men, the winter go-to fashions trends are the pea coat, beanie
hats, and natural color boots. Last but
not least, kids winter fashion! Kids can
wear coats with fur to stay warm. Fury
socks for a lazy day at home with
friends. Soft sheepskin boots called
UGG boots are a very popular winter
fashion trend. There you have it, all
your winter trendy fashions for the
whole family. Just remember to stay
cute, comfortable, and cozy this winter.

In the Kitchen with DJ’s Mom
by D.J. B. & Sidney V. 6th grade

DJ’s mom learned to cook by watching
her mother and grandmother bake pastries. She remembers the smell of delicious pastries and desserts during the
holidays that she now cooks for her
family. Mrs. Busby enjoys cooking
with her family during the holidays to
show her love for everyone while having fun. Her food brings joy to everyone as they gather for food, fun, and
fellowship.

The Sauce God
by Rome B. 6th Grade

most advanced smartphone. It has a
6.1 inch liquid retina display with industry leading color
accuracy,
and an innovative
backlight
design that
allows the
screen to
stretch into
the corners. Advanced Face ID lets you
securely unlock your iPhone, by putting
the phone directly in front of your
face. It will allow you to log in to apps,
and pay with just a glance. The A12
Bionic chip with next generation Neural
Engine uses real time machine learning
to transform the way you experience
photos, gaming, augmented reality,
and more. It has a 12MP camera, which
will give fascinating photos and awesome videos. It is running new iOS 12,
the most advanced mobile operating
system in the world, with powerful new
tools that make iPhone more personal
than ever. It is available in black, blue,
red, white, and yellow.

Kyrie Andrew Irving is an American professional basketball player
for the Boston Celtics in the National Basketball Association. He was
named Yookie of the year
(ROY) after
being selected #1 overall in the 2011 NBA
draft by the Cleveland Cavaliers.
In 2016, Kyrie hit one of the biggest shots of his career, he hit a
three that put the Cavs ahead of the
Golden State Warriors to eventually lead to Clevelands first title in
42 years. He is called the “Sauce
God” because he has awesome
dribbling skills and he makes his
defenders stumble or fall in a
game.

2 cups all-purpose flour, spooned into
measuring cup and leveled-off
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon ground cloves
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1-1/2 sticks (3/4 cup) unsalted butter, softened
2 cups sugar
2 large eggs
1 15-oz can 100% pure pumpkin (I use
Libby's)
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat the oven to 325°F and set an
oven rack in the middle position. Generously grease two 8 x 4-inch loaf pans with
butter and dust with flour (alternatively,
use a baking spray with flour in it, such as
Pam with Flour or Baker's Joy).
2. In a medium bowl, combine the flour,
salt, baking soda, baking powder, cloves,
cinnamon, and nutmeg. Whisk until well

combined; set aside.
3. In a large bowl of an electric mixer,
beat the butter and sugar on medium
speed until just blended. Add the eggs
one at a time, beating well after each
addition. Continue beating until very
light and fluffy, a few minutes. Beat in
the pumpkin. The mixture might look
grainy and curdled at this point -- that's
okay.
4. Add the flour mixture and mix on
low speed until combined.
5. Turn the batter into the prepared
pans, dividing evenly, and bake for 65
– 75 minutes, or until a cake tester inserted into the center comes out clean.
Let the loaves cool in the pans for
about 10 minutes, then turn out onto a
wire rack to cool completely.
6. Fresh out of the oven, the loaves
have a deliciously crisp crust. If they
last beyond a day, you can toast individual slices to get the same freshbaked effect.

Game
Review:
NBA
2K19

Movie Review: The Christmas
Chronicles

By Cole S.
& Krish S.
5th grade

Yay! It’s Christmas time when we
hear jingle bells and Christmas
music; where families sit around
the fireplace
sipping
hot cocoa and
watching
movies together. One of the
best Christmas movies this season is The Christmas Chronicles
and you can find it right on Netflix. This movie is about a brother
and sister named Kate and Teddy Pierce. This is their first Christmas without their dad. Kate tries
to prove to Teddy that Santa is
real. So, these siblings do what
we all want to do as “snooping
kiddos," they capture footage of
him. They sneak into the sleigh
and Kate falls off so Santa tries to
catch her, but it crashes; thankfully no one got hurt. Santa’s
magic hat and gifts fell off. Next,
they steal a car that was already
stolen to find his reindeer, but
Santa ends up in jail. Luckily,
Kate somehow finds the elves,
and they come to the rescue. So,
Kate, Teddy, and Santa find the
gifts and hats then they deliver
the gifts to children. After their
last delivery, they go home safely and return exactly when their
mother returns from her shift.
We hope you can enjoy this
movie as much as we did! If you
would like to see the special gift
Santa gives Teddy, be sure to
log in to your nearest Netflix account. We hope you have a
wonderful Christmas!

What do you like to do in your
spare time? Most boys and
girls of all ages and even
adults enjoy playing video
games. However, if you are a
gamer that loves basketball,
then you should possess an
NBA 2K19 video game. It is a
basketball simulation game
that is very realistic in ways
that a real basketball player
would experience. The players
can play with their favorite
team and with the greatest
players in the world. We anticipated the new release on September 7, 2018. The NBA 2K
series was developed by Visual
Concepts, a famous video
game company, and published by 2K sports. NBA2 K19
includes all the new NBA players. Giannis Antetokounmpo
aka “The Greek Freak” of the
Milwaukee Bucks is the cover
athlete. Other well-known
players like LA Lakers LeBron
James, Houston Rockets James
Harden, Golden State Warriors
Steph Curry and Kevin Durant,
Toronto Raptors Kawhi Leonard, and many more. Don’t
worry! It is available on all the
main consoles (gaming systems) and phones such as:
XBOX, PlayStation 4, Nintendo
Switch, IPhone, and Android.
One of the best features of all
is playing against friends, It is
competitive and fun. We are
always ready for a good B-ball
challenge! Ball up!

by Aaralyn B. & Shamora W. 6th
grade

New Season with New Shows
By Trae N. & Cayden S. 5th grade

SPOILER ALERT: The new episodes in The CW Television Network
are
amazing.
The
shows
this
season are: Flash, Arrow, Supergirl,
Legends of Tomorrow, and the new
crossover Elseworlds. After watching the first 8 episodes of Flash, we
are very pleased. There was a lot of
action, drama, suspense, and exciting moments. Especially when Killer Frost came back and found her
father. Now about the Green Arrow.
It was boring at first, but then it gets
better as it goes on. Like when he
had to defend himself against his
fellow inmates for betraying him.
Then, in Supergirl, she had to face
an alien hate group that involved
almost everyone in America. It got
really hard because she had to figure out what people really think of
her and it hurt. In regard to Legends
of Tomorrow, I know it was good
in the first three seasons, but now in
the fourth season it is just not there
yet. I feel like they are trying to do
too much, and it just doesn’t work
well. Plus, with everyone out of the
group, it doesn’t feel like the real
Legends of Tomorrow. Now, the
new crossover Elseworlds was absolutely incredible! I mean it just is
crazy how they made Flash and Arrow switch bodies and how the
Flash from the 1980’s ( John Wesley Snipe ) came back to play the
Flash from another world.

Winter Weather

White Christmas?

By Ari B. & Jazzy P. 5th grade

by Zipporah J. & Laurel S.
5th grade

If you have been watching
the news, then you may have
noticed the big snow storm
that hit North Carolina. There
was moderate to severe accumulation of snow, sleet, and
freezing rain. Parts of NC accumulated up to 10 inches of
snow and sleet. 16-18 inches
may continue to fall through
Wednesday. Travel will be affected on the ground and in
the air. More than 10 counties in North Carolina continue to be under a winder
storm warning. Catawba
County has declared a state
of emergency.

How to Build a Snowman
by Kimora C. 5th grade
Ingredients Needed:
Pretzel Sticks
Orange and Black Molding
Chocolate Jumbo Marshmallows
First put one jumbo marshmallow on a plate standing up. Take
a pretzel stick, stick it straight up
into the bottom marshmallow.
Now get your other jumbo
marshmallow and put it through
the pretzel stick that is in the first
marshmallow to form the snow-

Welcome to the Cougar
Chronicle Weather! This
month we have had
frigid temperatures. Our
lowest temperature was
12 degrees and our
highest is 56 degrees. It
is still muddy from rain
on December 11 and
December 13, 2018.
Christmas is coming up,
but it’s

not likely that we will
have a white Christmas.
We’ve had a lot of overcast skies and cold temperatures. It’s been
cloudy with a little
breeze many days in
December. Hopefully it
will snow, but no ice!

man’s body. Then take a tiny piece
of orange molding chocolate and
start to form it into a tiny carrot
nose. After that’s complete, take
your black molding chocolate and
form two
mini eyes by
making mini
balls. If you
want to do a
smile and
buttons
make more
mini round
balls. For the

TECH: Good and Bad
by Danny S. 5th grade

Technology is great- it even
helped me do this assignment!!
You can talk to your friends on
the phone, and you can play
video games. Remember that
technology
is defined
as anything
that can
make your
life easier.
Here are some examples of
technology: computer, pencil,
bed frame, pillows, and a tablet
like an iPad. All of these things
make your life easier. Every
Friday, I come home and get on
the Xbox which is a form of
tech. Some tech can be fun
and some can be for work.
High powered machines even
make cars. Some people think
tech will someday take jobs
away from humans. This could
have a negative impact on
struggling families. Technology
has many positive and negative
effects.
hat form a cup almost as big as the
top of the marshmallow. Once
you've done that, make a flat circle
to where it looks like the bottom of
a top hat. Turn the cup upside on
the circle. Finally, take two pretzel
sticks, and put them on the sides of
the marshmallow for arms; put the
hat on top of the top marshmallow,
put the eyes and the carrot on the
face with the round mini balls for
the smile. Finally, add 3 body buttons. Enjoy and be sure to share
with family and friends!

D.I.Y. Christmas Treats for
Your Class
by Anna G. 5th grade
Christmas is coming soon, so
here are some fun ideas for gifts
your classmates will love.
Things you will need:
Five ziplock bags
White cardstock for labels
Holiday clipart
Computer and printer
Stapler
Twizzlers
Whoppers
Red Sixlets
Hot cocoa mix (individual packets)
Mini marshmallows
Candy Canes
Green M&Ms
Snowman Poop
Fill one ziplock bag with mini
marshmallows. Seal the bag.
2. Santa Soup
In one ziplock bag, place a hot
cocoa packet, one candy cane
and about ten mini marshmallows. Seal the bag.
3. Grinch Pills
Fill a ziplock bag with ¼ cup of
green M&Ms. Seal the bag.
4. Reindeer Noses
In one ziplock bag, place 8 whoppers and one red sixlet. Seal the
bag.
5. 'Twiz' the Season
In one ziplock bag, place 4 or 5 Twizzlers. Seal the bag.
Make labels by choosing Christmas holiday clipart and a fun font
for each item. Labels should be about 6 inches wide by 3 inches
high (you’ll fold them in half). Print the labels and cut out. Fold
each label in half and staple over the sealed bag opening.
Share with your friends and enjoy! Merry Christmas!

