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Good Afternoon St. Mary’s,
Happy New Year to all! I hope you had a wonderful Christmas with your families. Now, it is time to settle in to our
New Year and all the hope and optimism that it brings. We have some exciting things coming up in the next few
weeks. This evening the PTO is hosting the annual Father/Daughter Dance from 6:00-8:00 PM in the gym. Monday, January 15th, we will not have school as it is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. January 17th we will be recognizing
our students on Honor Roll for 2nd quarter. January 19th is the Geography Bee for 4th – 8th grade students. January
29th – Feb. 4th is Catholic School’s Week. I will be sending more information out next week on the schedule for
Catholic School’s Week.
Plus Portals System
We are going to try something new since we have our new Plus Portals system up and running.
– Report cards for 2nd quarter will be posted in our Plus Portals Gradebook in your child’s portfolio. We will not be
printing a copy and sending it home. Please log in to your account to view 2nd quarter report cards – here
are the steps to follow:
Log in to Plus Portals Gradebook
Click on e-locker – this can be found in the menu bar above your child’s picture
Click on e-portfolio to view the report card
Just a quick note, 6th – 8th grade report card will look a little different. There will be three grades: 1st quarter, 2nd
quarter and a mid-year grade. The mid-year is an average of 1st and 2nd quarter and is the equivalent of a semester grade.
We need to increase the number of St. Mary’s families in our School Directory. Please OPT IN within the system to
be listed in our school directory. The school directory will be available through our Plus Portals system.
Please let Roni or I know if you are having difficulty.
Honor Roll – 2nd quarter
We will recognize 2nd Quarter Honor Roll students after Mass on Wednesday, January 17th. Please check Plus
Portals to see your child’s grades and report card.
Great News from PTO
I am so excited to share the income results from the St. Mary’s Ball and Auction- Oktoberfest and the Holiday/
Christmas Market. PTO raised $91,129.87. Call to Heart accounted for $21,090.81 of that amount. Words cannot
express how grateful we are to PTO – Lizzie Hammerle and all of you who attended the event. It was a great success – thank you!!!
Tax/Tuition news
With the new year, came the implementation of the new Tax Reform Bill. This is particularly beneficial to our Catholic School families with the change in 529 accounts. I am just learning about this opportunity but this is what has
been shared with me thus far 529 accounts have been expanded to include K-12 education expenses (these accounts were previously only for
college expenses). 529 accounts take post-tax dollars, but participants are not taxed on the interest income. This
may be an incentive for some parents; they would need to talk to a financial adviser about this. Here is a link to a
document that explains 529 accounts more: https://www.sec.gov/reportspubs/investor-publications/
investorpubsintro529htm.html
Thank you for entrusting your child’s education to us – we are blessed to work with your children each day.
Blessings

Tammy Emerich
Principal

Weekly Calendar


Jan 12

Father-Daughter Dance Gym (6—8 pm)



Jan 15

MLK Jr Day — NO SCHOOL



Jan 17

Mass (Time) 6th Grade
Honor Roll Assembly after Mass



Jan 24

Mass (Corpus Christi) 5th Grade
Christian Leaders Reception after Mass



Jan 25

8th Grade Shadow Day @ BK

***Jan 28—Feb 4

Catholic Schools Week***

Up Coming Dates
January 29

BK New Student Information Knight 6:30 BK

February 2

Catholic Schools Mass @St. Mark’s 10 am

February 4

Student Led Parish Mass 10:45 am Church
School Open House following Mass
State of the School Address in Gym

February 6

Class Picture Day

February 7

Mass (Talent) 3rd Grade

February 14

Ash Wednesday Mass (Corpus Christi) 4th Grade

Lunch Orders for February
The forms for December are ready!
Start by reading the Ordering Guidelines
Then read the How to Order Lunch
And, depending on which lunches you are interested in ordering,
check out the Blimpie Order and Lunch Order Form
Orders are due back to the Office by 3 pm, January 24th.

Volunteer Opportunity….
Perfect for all ages!
Help Erect 2,500 Crosses to memorialize lives
lost to abortion
Sat. Jan 13 10:30 am @St. Mark's church. Dress
warm and bring your own hammer.
Join the Knights of Columbus and Idaho Catholics Respect Life to
help set up 2,500 crosses (# of abortions performed daily in the US)
Coffee, Hot Chocolate and Donuts available as long as they last.

Pasta Festa @ BK
Sunday, January 14th, 4:00—7:00 pm
Admission at the Door
Family $50 (Up to 6 members), $10 individual, $6 children.
Always a great meal and event!

Nurses Note:

Influenza News

There has been a recent spike in the incidence of influenza in the Treasure Valley. For those
who have not yet received the FLU shot, it is not too late! Flu season usually extends
from January to March. The School Health Program still has Flu shots for both children
and adults. It is free for children through the Vaccine for Kids Program. There is a nominal fee for adults. Contact MaryLou Cunningham at Bishop Kelly 208 375-6010 to schedule a time.
To help protect patients and the general community (including the school community), Saint Alphonsus has developed a tool to help determine whether you or your child
should come to work/school or stay home. (there is also an attached tool to track the
illness, should you get FLU.) Everyone should monitor themselves and their children for
signs and symptoms of influenza like illness and stay home if you feel ill. If you develop
symptoms and believe you may have the flu, call your physician before making a trip to the office, and follow advice on
how to proceed. And always remember, good and frequent hand washing with soap and water is your number one defense!
Ask yourselves and your family the following questions DAILY
Within the last 24 hours, have I had any of the following:
•
Fever (at least 100.0 °F (37.8°C) or higher)?
•
Cough?
•
Sore Throat?
•
Nasal congestion or runny nose?
•
Nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea?
•
Headache or muscle aches?
If your temperature is at least 100.0 °F (37.8°C) or higher and you answered yes to any of the symptoms please DO
NOT GO TO SCHOOL OR WORK. You must be excluded from work/school for at least 24 hours after you no longer have a
fever.
If you develop acute respiratory symptoms, including a cough, without fever, you should be allowed to continue or
return to work/school (cough after influenza infection may be prolonged and may not be an indicator of viral shedding.)
St. Alphonsus School Health Program
Lisa Schiffer, RN, Kim O’Sullivan, RN, Linda Miller, RN, Sherry Placido, CNA, & MaryLou Cunningham, RN.

