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he Riverside County Seal of
Multiliteracy is an award given by the
Riverside County Office of Education
in partnership with districts in recognition
of students who have attained high levels of
proficiency in English and at least one other
world language by the time of their high
school graduation.
Riverside County Office of Education
and partnering districts recognize that
multiliteracy skills increase job options for
our students and prepare students for the labor
market needs for multilingual workers in their
local communities and beyond.
Moreover, multilingualism strengthens intergroup relationships, affirms the value of
linguistic and cultural diversity, promotes
civic participation, and honors the many
cultures that form our community. In
recognition of the important contribution
that multilingual citizens make to our
communities and to the world, the Riverside
County Seal of Multiliteracy Consortium has
established high standards for academic and
linguistic mastery, thereby acknowledging
students’ skills in literacy, communication,
and cultural awareness.
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For additional questions, please contact:
Diana Ceja, Coordinator
(951) 826-6304
dceja@rcoe.us
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Riverside County Office of Education
3939 Thirteenth Street
P.O. Box 868
Riverside, CA 92502-0868
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Riverside County Seal of Multiliteracy
Awards Ceremony (Riverside County Office
of Education).
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Thursday, November 19, 2015
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Student Assessment Event for students who
have submitted a Riverside County Seal
of Multiliteracy Intent to Apply form and
Language Portfolio, and who received a
passing score on their Language Portfolio; by
invitation only.
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Students from partnering districts who
have submitted a Riverside County Seal of
Multiliteracy Intent to Apply form may submit
their Language Portfolio.
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Friday, May 1, 2015, to Friday, September
11, 2015

Riverside
County
Seal of
Multiliteracy
RIV
E

High school juniors and seniors from
partnering districts who meet eligibility
requirements may submit their Riverside
County Seal of Multiliteracy Intent to Apply
form.
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Friday, May 1, 2015, to Friday, August 28,
2015

An excerpt from:
Becoming Citizens of the World

Riverside County
Seal of Multiliteracy
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Division of
Educational Services
Instructional Services
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Timeline:
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By Vivien Stewart

“The future is here. It’s multiethnic,
multicultural, and multilingual. But are
students ready for it?”
The world into which today’s high school students
will graduate is fundamentally different from
the one in which many of us grew up. We’re
increasingly living in a globalized society that has
a whole new set of challenges. Four trends have
brought us here.
The first trend is economic… Science and
technology are changing the world and represent
a second trend… Global production teams are
becoming commonplace in business… The third
trend involves health and security matters…
Solving these problems will require international
cooperation among governments, professional
organizations, and corporations… The fourth
trend is changing demographics. Globalization
has accelerated international migration, generating
a diversity in U.S. communities that mirrors the
diversity of the world…
In short, U.S. high school graduates will:
•
•
•
•

Sell to the world.
Buy from the world.
Work for international companies.
Manage employees from other cultures and
countries.
• Collaborate with people all over the world in
joint ventures.
• Compete with people on the other side of the
world for jobs and markets.
• Tackle global problems, such as AIDS, avian
flu, pollution, and disaster recovery.
Vivien Stewart is Senior Advisor for Education at Asia Society.
She serves as a board member of the Education Development
Center, National Center on Education and the Economy and
the Longview Foundation for Education in World Affairs and
International Understanding Inc.

Riverside County Seal of Multiliteracy
 Recognize students who are proficient in
English and any additional language(s).
 Emphasize the value of knowing many
languages.
 Contribute to global understanding.
 Encourage the learning of all languages.
Verification of Language Proficiency
Process is determined, in part, by:
 Language Portfolio (a structured portfolio
submitted by the student).
 Interviews to be conducted in English and
target world language(s).
 On-demand writing sample in English and
target world language(s).
The benefits:
 Assurance of a marketable skill.
 Transcript notation.
 Can earn as a junior or a senior.
 Recognition of the award at graduation
ceremonies (based on district policy).
 Conferral of award at county-wide
recognition ceremony.
Who is eligible to apply?
 High school students who have passed both
the ELA and math sections of the CAHSEE,
if required to take.
 High school students who have scored
Proficient or Advanced on the English
Language Arts California Standards Test
or California Modified Assessment during
high school.
 High school students who have acquired
proficiency in other world language(s).
 High school students who attend a high
school in a partnering district.

 High school students who meet the
eligibility requirements must submit an
Intent to Apply form by the deadline.
How and when to apply?
 Acquire the application materials from the
Riverside County Office of Education’s
Riverside County Seal of Multiliteracy
website (http://rcoe.us/educational-services/
instructional-services/riverside-county-sealof-multiliteracy/).
 Request a review by school personnel to
verify state and national scores.
 Submit to the Riverside County Office of
Education, Attn: Diana Ceja, Coordinator,
P.O. Box 868, Riverside, CA 92502-0868:
o Intent to Apply between Friday, May 1,
2015, and Friday, August 28, 2015.
o Language Portfolio between Friday,
May 1, 2015, and Friday, September 11,
2015, by 5:00 p.m.
 The Language Portfolio must
include the following: Cover Sheet,
Application, School Verification, and
Language Autobiography.
• Students requesting the Seal in
two target world languages must
prepare two Autobiographies and
attach them to the same Language
Portfolio.
Visit the Riverside County Office of
Education’s Riverside County Seal of
Multiliteracy website:
http://rcoe.us/educational-services/
instructional-services/riverside-county-sealof-multiliteracy/.

Language Portfolio of language
experiences, which includes:
 Cover Sheet.
 1 page Application with student
information.
 1 page Verification of student information.
 Autobiography: responses to five questions
(a maximum of 200 word response to each
question) to demonstrate:
o English proficiency.
o Interest and proficiency in additional
language(s).
o Authentic connection(s) and real-life use
of language within (relevant culture) or
cultural settings.
o Language comparisons.
o Multicultural experiences.
Language Portfolio helps educators,
schools, and other institutions:
 Recognize the needs and motivation of
learners and to help them set learning goals.
 Develop programs based on learner
strengths and needs.
 Obtain information about the learner’s
previous experiences with languages.
 Evaluate and document performance in a
variety of ways.
 Unify districts’ efforts to define and
recognize language proficiency.
 Facilitate articulation among language
programs based on a clear and commonly
accepted description of language
proficiency (transfer of students within
school districts and/or to a
university).
 Evaluate student evidence
of language learning
experiences.

Language Portfolio helps learners:
 Evaluate and describe their language
proficiency in clear and simple terms.
 Document and reflect on their language
learning inside and outside school and their
intercultural experiences.
 Inform others about their proficiency
in different languages (when changing
schools, starting a language course,
participating in an exchange program,
applying for a job).
 Set personal language learning objectives
and map out ways to achieve them
(cultivating community experiences,
listening to music, using the web).
 Reinforce that learning another language
facilitates a deeper understanding of the
first language.
 Promote autonomous learning and the
ability to assess one’s skills.
 Serve as a tool to assess language learning.

