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RESIDENTS GUIDE WORK ON FACILITIES PLANNING

Dear Residents:
hope you are having a safe and
enjoyable summer! Last month, we
graduated 88 seniors who will go on to
promising futures. Thank you to our
families, staff, and community for giving our
young people the support, knowledge, and
skills that will prepare them for adult life. It is
our hope that they will always “Dream Big”
no matter what the future holds for them.

in their homes. It’s
been an incredibly
informative experience
because it gives us the
opportunity to have indepth conversations
with small groups
of people.

Many are shocked to learn that the average
age of our schools is 90 years old! The single
The 2016-2017 school year may be over,
biggest financial threat to our schools right
but the work of our school district continues.
now is the cost to
Many students will
maintain our aging
participate in summer
The single biggest financial
school buildings.
school classes and several
Right now, it would
staff members will
threat to our schools right
cost $44 million to do
continue their education
now is the cost to maintain
the minimal repairs
through courses and
our aging school buildings.
needed. In other
educational experiences.
words, there is no
The learning never ends.
“zero cost” option to
In addition, school district leaders will
maintain our school facilities. It is our hope
continue working with the community on
that we can continue our work with the
the Facilities Planning Process. It is critical
community to create a sensible plan that will
that we, as a community, address our
provide our students with updated facilities
aging schools.
in the most efficient manner possible for
taxpayers.
Community Engagement Meetings in May
and June and the first online survey
Thank you again for being a partner in the
responses helped guide the latest school
education of our students! Enjoy your
building options. Details of these options
summer and please know that we look
are on page 2 of this newsletter and on our
forward to greeting students on August 16!
website at www.ghcsd.org. Residents can
Sincerely,
offer feedback on the latest options by
completing a second online survey. The
survey is posted on the district website
through June 30, 2017. It’s your feedback
Andrew K. Culp
that helps shape our next steps.
Superintendent
As a part of the Facilities Planning Process,
Treasurer Beth Collier and I have attended
many community coffees hosted by residents
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SAVE
the DATE!

2018 Gala

Saturday, February 24, 2018
at the Grandview Grand Event Center with
music by the Fabulous Johnson Brothers

T

Attending the Gala are staff members Becky
Lee, Andy Culp, Laura Lombardi, Dr. Madeline
Partlow, parent Julie Horning, and staff
member Lana Williamson.

he 2017 Grandview Heights/Marble
Cliff Education Foundation Gala,
always a fun-filled event, raised
$53,000+ to fund up to 13 grant requests for
technology tools, curriculum programs, the
arts and sciences, and community projects.
“We had tremendous staff turnout this year.
The staff and community were so giving of
their time, donations, and support,” said
Foundation Board Member Farrah Chrstos.
For more information, visit www.ghmcef.org.

First grader Millie Chrstos engages with the
art at the Column Project launch on May 12
at Stevenson Elementary. This one-of-a-kind
arts and education initiative aims to connect
the schools with the wider community and is
partially funded by a GHMCEF grant.
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Join the Conversation

COMMUNITY SHAPING SCHOOL
BUILDING MASTER PLAN

randview Heights Schools hosted two spring
community meetings as part of our Facilities
Planning Process. Thank you to the hundreds of
community members who attended the meetings
and watched the presentation online. We appreciate your
feedback by completing the online surveys. Your feedback is
what guides our facilities planning process and will shape the
plan that will be presented to the Board of Education in
September.
Based on community feedback, the district has narrowed the
options to three potential plans.

● OPTION 1A – Make only modest repairs to all three
school buildings.
This plan would NOT fully address all of the repairs and
maintenance issues, nor would it update the learning
environments. This option is estimated to cost between $30
and $35 million, and leaves unaddressed issues that would
need attention in the future.

● OPTION 1B – Renovate and repair the three existing
school buildings in their current locations.
This plan would address all of the identified repairs and
maintenance issues, plus make some spaces more
conducive to teaching and learning. This option is estimated
to cost between $50 and $55 million.

● OPTION 2 – Repair and renovate Stevenson Elementary,
build a new school for grades 4-8, and repair and renovate Grandview Heights High School.
This plan would address all of the identified repairs and
maintenance issues, make some spaces more conducive to
teaching and learning, and allow for increased operational
efficiency. This option is estimated to cost between $45
and $50 million.
Residents can provide feedback on these options by
completing the online survey at http://link.ghcsd.org/poll2. The
survey is available through June 30, 2017. Your participation
will help inform the process as we plan for the next Community
Engagement Meeting on Thursday, August 3, 2017, at 6:30 p.m.
in the John Glenn Community Center - EI/LMS Commons.
Join the Conversation! For more information or questions,
contact us at superintendent@ghcsd.org. Thank you for your
continued support in this important process that will shape
our schools for generations to come!
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW CHIEF
TECHNOLOGY OFFICER
oin us in welcoming Chris Deis, our new Chief
Technology Officer, to Grandview Heights
Schools. Deis was previously IT Director at
Marysville Exempted Village School District and is
the founder of the Ohio Blended Collaborative. He
holds a Master of Arts Education Administration
and a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education
from The Ohio State University. He has been an elementary and middle
school teacher, curriculum supervisor, IT trainer, course writer,
instructional designer, and adjunct professor.
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TAKE A BUILDING TOUR

behind-the-scenes
building tour is a
great way to see
and learn firsthand about the conditions
and limitations of our
buildings. Email Director of
Facilities Brett Bradley at
brett.bradley@ghcsd.org to
reserve your place with your requested date and time.

Tours are offered at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and meet in the building offices
on the following days: Stevenson Elementary on Wednesday, July 19;
Grandview Heights High School on Thursday, July 27; and Edison
Intermediate/Larson Middle School and Annex Building on
Wednesday, August 9.
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SCHOOL BREAKS OFFER STUDY
ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES

or some Grandview Heights High School students, spring break
and summer vacation is a learning opportunity. Students
recently traveled during their breaks to Costa Rica, France, and
Curacao, a lesser Antilles island country in the southern
Caribbean Sea.
In Costa Rica, students were immersed in the Spanish speaking
country, its culture, and values. “Costa Rica is an ecologically conscious
country where environmental protection and education matter. The
students experience natural wonders including seeing animals in the
wild and the beauty
of the rainforest,” said
Spanish teacher and
trip coordinator
Carmen Mendoza.
They also surprised a
group of children
with school supplies.
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SERVICE LEARNING PROJECTS EMBODY 21ST CENTURY LEARNING

his spring our
students
collaborated,
created, made
interdisciplinary
connections, and thought
critically about how to
help others in need.
Stevenson Elementary
third graders, along with
Director of 21st Century
Director of 21st Century Learning Marc Alter engages
students in a lesson on empathy.
Learning Marc Alter,
Technology Integration
Specialist Megan Brady, and School Counselor Stephanie Doran,
planned a service learning project to benefit both students and
LifeCare Alliance. Students took part in lessons using photos, frozen
tableaus, and questioning to foster empathy. They asked a LifeCare
Alliance representative questions to better understand LifeCare
Alliance’s mission and needs.
A student communications team wrote and distributed
announcements and posters with a QR code and created a web
page and classroom presentations. “The team’s goal was to expand
the project to a broad and authentic audience beyond Stevenson
Elementary,” said Alter. Collection boxes were placed in all three
buildings for personal care items, pet supplies, and loose change.
Edison Intermediate fifth graders formed the Community Action
Team (C.A.T.) to combine project-based learning and service. Some

In France, students
were able to take the
curriculum from
theoretical to practical.
“A highlight for me is
witnessing the kids using
their French, whether it’s
talking to our bus driver,
inviting a local teen to
join a soccer game, or simply talking to someone in a store or
restaurant,” said Steve Hedge, French teacher and trip coordinator.
Snorkeling, scuba diving, and a safari became experiential
classrooms in Curacao for students interested in the natural
sciences. Science teachers Dr. Joe Lee and Jeremy Rummer
organized the summer trip and enlisted leader mentors, recent
GHHS graduates who have diving experience, to support student
learning. The group stayed in the onsite dormitory at the Carmabi
Research Facility where they could make their breakfast and sack
lunches from groceries obtained on the island.
The greatest challenge is just the sheer amount of organization and
time it takes to plan a trip. “Many international student trips are
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students collected
gently used and new
school supplies for
Appalachian
Outreach Inc.,
located in
Moundsville, WV, to
be given to students
in need.
Others took their
study of hunger and
food waste and
turned it into action.
Their “No Waste
Wednesdays” project
Community Action Team members prepare to
would
generate
share their "No Waste Wednesday" service project
donations
of
at Mid-Ohio FoodBank.
uneaten, sealed, and
packaged lunchbox leftovers for the Heart to Heart Food Pantry
where the students also became hands-on volunteers. Students
also enhanced their skill sets when team members successfully
presented their “No Waste Wednesday” initiative at the 2017
Changemakers Leadership Summit at the Mid-Ohio Foodbank in
May. Learn more at C.A.T.’s student-made website at
http://24gnelson.wixsite.com/communityactionteam or via
Twitter @ghcsd_cat.

planned through
a travel agency,
but for the
Curacao trip all
arrangements
were individually
planned and
confirmed,” said
Dr. Lee.
It takes almost
two years to
properly plan an
international trip
and then it’s 24/7
for several days while there. Staff members volunteer to be extra
chaperones. “It’s constant from early in the morning until late at
night and a lot of walking. We walked over 40 miles in three days.
But it’s worth it to see the kids experience another part of the world
that they may otherwise never experience and to hopefully inspire
them to leave their comfort zone and become citizens of the world,”
said Hedge.
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TAKE THE SECOND SURVEY
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YOUR FEEDBACK IS IMPORTANT!
Please take a few minutes to complete the
second survey regarding the three options
the school district is exploring as part of the
Facilities Planning Process.

GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS
1587 WEST THIRD AVENUE
COLUMBUS, OH 43212

Survey closes June 30, 2017
http://link.ghcsd.org/poll2
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It’s your feedback that will
help shape the plan for our
schools and community for
generations to come!

www.ghcsd.org

1587 West Third Avenue | Columbus, OH 43212 | (614) 485-4015

DISTRICT EXPECTS SIGNIFICANT LOSS IN STATE FUNDING

randview Heights Schools is an excellent school district
that provides a great value to the community. It is
important for us as a school district to share our
academic story as well as the financial successes and
challenges that we face together. One tool that provides our
community with a transparent
look at our finances is the fiveIn addition, beginning in
year financial forecast.
2017-2018, TPP state
In May, the Board of Education
reimbursement, which
reviewed and approved our latest
topped more than $1.4
financial forecast. We are pleased
million annually for
to report that our efforts to
Grandview Heights Schools
maximize
operating dollars are
a few years ago, will be
translating into lower operating
completely eliminated.
costs. For example, by
reallocating resources and staff
positions to better meet the needs of students, salary projections
will decrease slightly for next year.
In addition, health insurance is expected to increase by a modest
3.75% - much smaller than the projected 12% trend increase. We
continue to evaluate health insurance options to manage those
costs and have worked with insurance industry experts to help us
keep costs low.

GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Revenues continue to be a challenge for our
school district. State leaders are currently
debating the latest state budget and
Grandview Heights Schools is expected to
receive a significant drop in state funding
from $2.2 million in 2016-2017 to $1.5 million
in 2017-2018. This $750,000 reduction
represents the final phase-out of the tangible personal property tax
(TPP) state reimbursement. In addition, beginning in 2017-2018,
TPP state reimbursement, which topped more than $1.4 million
annually for Grandview Heights Schools a few years ago, will be
completely eliminated.
Although the continued loss of state funding is concerning, we
were aware of this upcoming funding reduction and had accounted
for it in our current forecast.
Residents can take great pride in knowing that our schools offer an
excellent education at a good value to taxpayers. Your trust in our
schools is important to us and that’s why we share important
financial information with you on a regular basis. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.
Beth Collier, CPA
Treasurer
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