March 20, 2018
UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS
Tues 3/20

5th Grade Party planning
meeting at 7:00pm in the HO
District Conference Room

Thurs 3/22

Talent Show at 6pm in MPR

Tues 3/27

HOPTSA meeting at 8:45am
in MPR

M-F 4/2-6

No School-Spring Break

Wed 4/18

Lunch on the Lawn, parents
are invited to come and eat
lunch with their child (more
info to come)

Fri 4/27

HO Carnival

The Highland Oaks Master Calendar is
available at https://ho.ausd.net, click on
“Parents”, then “PTSA”

From the President
Dear Highland Oaks families,
The annual Talent Show is coming up next Thursday, March
22 at 6:00pm. Don’t miss it! A big thanks to Dawn Stone,
our HOPTSA chair, and Mr. Harrison and Mrs. Avakians, our
teacher directors, for all the hours they have put in to
making this a great night for our talented Hawks.
Our next HOPTSA meeting will be March 27th and we will
be electing our board for next year, so come out and meet
those serving HOPSTA next school year. The mission of
PTA is “to positively impact the lives of all children and
families”. We are so grateful for the parent volunteers
who help us achieve this mission!
Our bi-annual Carnival is also coming up on April 27th and
Trisha Dawkins would love your help with this fun event.
Let her know at Trisha_dawkins@aol.com if you could
volunteer with any part of the Carnival planning.
Have a wonderful week!
Sincerely,
Angie Jensen
HOPTSA President

Highland Oaks Elementary
Carnival 2018
APRIL 27th 3:00PM- 7:00PM

“Everyday Hero”
Keep you eye out for the pre-order forms for food, wristbands
and tickets.

Highland Oaks is now a The Leader in
Me School. Ask your child about the
7 habits of being a leader.

This event is made possible only with the help of volunteers. To
be a hero and help with planning and day of events contact:
Trisha at trisha_dawkins@aol.com

Coffee Talk with
5th grade teacher,
Mr. Homan
Some of you may have noticed a new sign hanging in
front of HO that reads “Leader in Me School”. There has
also been more student work about leadership displayed
on the outside walls. Mr. Homan along with nine fellow
teachers and Mrs. Mattera make up the “Lighthouse
Team”. They have been instrumental in bringing and
applying the Leader in Me program to HO. The team is
excited for the information to spread through the
community.
What is the Leader and Me program?
The Leader in Me program is a based on Stephen Covey’s
book, 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. Upon learning
how the 7 habits could be applied both to students and in
a school setting, we set forth on our journey.
It is a school wide transformation process with the firm
belief that every scholar can become a leader. The 7
habits are divided so that some of them emphasize the
“self”, while others emphasize collaboration and working
with others. In addition to academic excellence here at
Highland Oaks, we strive to promote fairness, honesty,
integrity, teamwork, and responsibility. The Leader in Me
will help us develop the whole child. It’s going to take
many, many years to fully implement.
I keep coming back to the Lao-Tzu quote “A journey of a
thousand miles must begin with a single step” - we’re
taking our first steps here at Highland Oaks and are very
excited about the journey.
How can the concepts of Leader in Me benefit students?
The 7 habits will help students take the initiative, be
prepared, set goals and take steps to achieve their goals
(both academic and social), and be genuine listeners.
These skills are most important to students as they work
to be their best as an individual, as well as a positive,
caring, contributing member to their classroom, grade
level, and school community. Beyond the elementary
years, these are college and career readiness skills and
most important life skills.
Continued on pg. 3

Mr. Homan speaking about the Leader in
Me program to parents at the last
HOPTSA meeting.

Continued from page 2

How are teachers using the ideas in the classroom?
The teachers here are amazing! Classrooms from TK
through 5th are integrating the 7 habits in so many
thoughtful and creative ways such as analyzing book
characters and how they apply the habits, having
classroom responsibilities, setting academic and
personal goals including steps to achieve their goals,
writing classroom and individual mission statements, and
even representing the habits through art.
What are some Leader in Me goals for Highland Oaks?
I truly believe the real dream for us would be for
students to come to school prepared, be truly proud of
their efforts, and work thoughtfully and diligently to be
as kind as possible to one another. I believe this can
happen!
We continue to find new ways for students to
demonstrate leadership daily. We hope to add some
“beautification” around the campus through presenting
school work, perhaps murals and painted quotes - so
that wherever students look, they are reminded that
they can truly be a leader. We are working hard to make
sure the students are involved in these projects every
step of the way.

Students paired up with classmates from either upper
or lower grades to discuss kind acts.
Habit #5 Seek first to understand then be
understood.

As a parent, how have you incorporated the habits with
your children?
With two middle school children, I find myself using the
language of the habits almost daily - it’s just “best
practice”. The habits provide the framework for them to
be in charge of themselves and be as independent as
possible. I believe that my kids will continue to develop
as goal-oriented scholars, thoughtful listeners, and wellbalanced with friends, sports, and a healthy lifestyle.
To learn more about the Leader in Me program go to
www.theleaderinme.org

2nd graders write essays about a
“Minion Ways to be a Leader”
Watercolor paintings form a quilt-like mural created by
Kindergartners Habit #6 Synergize

HOPTSA would like to thank volunteers:
Stephen Rhee for helping at PTSA events and with classroom clerical tasks.
Jasmine Liu for being a super room representative for both of her children’s classes.
Dear Readers,
If you would like to submit photos, articles, or
suggestions to Hawk Talk, please e-mail
HOPTSA@gmail.com
If you would like to nominate a Superhero
volunteer please go to the school office parent
sign counter to fill out a slip.

CALLING ALL ENGINEERS,
SCIENTISTS, DOCTORS,
PROGRAMMERS, AND STAR WARS
FANATICS!
On May 4th we will be having our second
annual “May the Fourth Be With You!” STEM
Night at Highland Oaks and we’re looking for
professionals in STEM-related fields to help
us make the event even more fun and
engaging for our students. Even if you have
absolutely no science background
whatsoever, and the thought of doing even
basic math terrifies you, we can still use your
help! And as a bonus… if you just love Star
Wars and want to show off that cool Star
Wars costume of yours that has languished
too long in the closet, here’s your chance!!!!

Please contact Matt Taylor
at mtaylor@techvisits.com
or (626) 643-1395 to learn
more about this exciting
volunteer opportunity!

After School
Library
Hours Change
After school library hours will be moving from
Wednesday to Thursday 2:30-3:00 pm. We will start
March 15th and continue until the end of the year. We
thank you for your understanding and hope we will see
you in our library. We wish you all a wonderful and
blessed week. Happy reading.
Friends of Library Chair,
Jasna Grbavac

Spring Is In the Air
Parents/students bring spring gifts into the school office

Cactus greeting cards

Flower pens

For every $5 purchase at
Monrovia, the student, teacher or school staff
member will receive a sticker to place on the race board inside
. The winning
school that reaches the farthest first by the end of the contest will receive a monetary prize,
and a flavor card named after the school to be on display at the store.

