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Carlisle Community School District was recently recognized
by Solution Tree for its sustained success in raising student
achievement. The district is one of 12 districts in the US and
Canada to receive the honor. The district’s successful implementation of the Professional Learning Communities at
Work™ process is a major factor in the improved achievement of its students.
Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) are schools and
districts in which educators recognize the key to improved
achievement for students is on-going, job-embedded learning for the adults who serve those students. The three big
ideas of a PLC call upon educators to:
 Focus on learning.
 Build a collaborative culture.
 Create a results orientation.
Responding to news of the recognition, Superintendent
Amos said, “I am so proud of our staff and their commitment to learning for all. What is special about our staff is
their dedication and persistence to continually improve in
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practice individually and collectively to ensure that all students are smarter
and stronger every day.” Amos added, “We will celebrate this great honor, and
then we will raise the bar a little higher.”
Districts are recognized based on strict criteria, including demonstration of a
commitment to PLC concepts, implementation of these concepts for at least
three years, and clear evidence of improved student learning over that period.
Once measurable results can be seen, the school must explain its practices,
structures, and culture and submit its application for consideration by the PLC
Review Committee.
According to Richard DuFour, Rebecca DuFour, Robert Eaker, and Mike Mattos,
champions of PLC at Work™, educators in the schools and districts selected for
this recognition have shown “a sustained commitment to helping all of their
students achieve at high levels. They have been willing to alter the structure
and culture of the organization to reflect their commitment. We applaud them
and congratulate them for achieving this very significant milestone on the
never-ending PLC journey.”
Recognized model PLC districts are listed on allthingsplc.info, where they share
implementation strategies, structures, and performance with other educators
interested in improving their schools.
For more information, please contact:
Bryce Amos
Superintendent of Schools
bryce.amos@carlislecsd.org

DFS PEACH AFFAIR—March 24
Dollars for Scholars biggest fundraiser of the year is happening tomorrow, Saturday, March 24. This fundraiser raises money to help out with
scholarships for our students. Please come and join in on this wonderful
event!
Doors open at 4:30 p.m., dinner is at 5:30 p.m., and the live auction is at
6:30 p.m. Tickets for the meal can be purchased at the door for $30.
If you have any questions pleasse contact Tami at 480-1615 or
tami2girls@aol.com.
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2017-18 School Calendar Adjustments
2017-18 school calendar listed May 29 and 30 as possible inclement weather
make-up days. Due to the number of weather delays and cancellations, the
District will be adjusting the calendar to meet the state required 1080
hours of instruction. The adjustments are listed below:
Last day of school for grades K-11 will be May 30 (1:30 early dismissal)
Last day of school for Pre-School and Kindergarten Prep will be May 25
Last day for Carlisle CSD staff will be May 31
Please be aware that these plans are contingent on future weather events.
High School Graduation ceremonies (May 20) and last day for 12th graders
(May 18) has not changed.

CHS Wildcat of the Month Awards Winners

From Left: Dylan Berg - Senior, Alanys Burgess - Junior,
Nicole Thomas - Sophomore, Dalton Hinders - Freshman
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Spotlight on… Carlisle Middle School Band and Choir
Introduction by Mr. Elkin and Information by Mrs. McKinney, Ms. Howland, and Mrs. Miller
Carlisle Middle School’s Fine Arts program of vocal and instrumental music is
taught by three main staff members that services all three grades at CMS.
Since 2014-15, there has been a steady increase in the number of band and
choir students whom self-select to enroll in either/and/or course.

Band
The band department has been busy with many activities this year. Each grade
level meets for concert band rehearsals every other day and performs three
concerts throughout the year, the final concert will be held on May 7th. Our
students are also involved in honor bands, solo contests, marching band, and
jazz band.

Jazz Band
Along with concert performances, jazz students travel to several contests each year. At these contests students have the
opportunity to improve their jazz skills by working with some
of the best jazz musicians in the state of Iowa. One of the
skills that we focus on improving is Improvisation. Students
are given chord changes and are encouraged to make up their
own solo.
This year the Gold Jazz Band placed 1st at the SE Polk Jazz Festival and the
Gold Jazz Band trumpet, trombone, and Rhythm sections were named best in
class. The Red Jazz Band placed 3rd at the SE Polk Jazz Festival and had several
outstanding solo nominations. The Gold Jazz Band also placed 2nd at The Jim
Coffin Jazz Festival and 8th Grade trombonist, Liam Smith was named Outstanding Soloist at the Jack Oatts Jazz Festival.
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Solo and Ensemble Contest
In March, all 6th grade students, as
well as select 7th and 8th grade students performed in the SCIBA Solo
and Ensemble contest in Norwalk.
The day was filled with many excellent performances, and outstanding
soloist awards were given to Gavin
Pienkowski, Cody Walker, Kimberlee
Green, and Liam Smith. All of our students spent
months preparing for solo and ensemble contest, and
their hard work and dedication led to much growth and improvement in their
abilities. Congratulations to all that participated!

Choir
6th Grade choir has been working hard all year
singing 2 part music and moving into 3 part music. They also have been reading choral music
which is often new for 6th grade. They have
been very strong singers and wanting to learn
new things. Parents will see a big difference
from our first concert to the last one on May
14th in the high school auditorium.
7th Grade choir has been working on 3 part music and now moving into 4 part
music. The biggest challenges in 7th grade is the changing voice for the
boys. Some are singing high and some have dropped lower. Girls are always
worried about the “high” notes so we always work on confidence that all girls
should be able to sing all the way to the top of the treble clef.
8th grade has the most diverse learning. 4 part music is a constant with them
as we now have boys with a higher range for tenor and some have lower
notes for bass. At the end of the first semester all students audition for the
musical that is performed in March. Singing and reading script in front of
your peers is always scary and challenging. They also have learned choreography, stage directions and what it takes to put on a musical. The musical
they performed was “Guys and Dolls Jr.” which was a great success. Hope
many of you were able to attend.
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Carlisle CSD Bond Special Election – Building for Our Future
Carlisle CSD’s Facilities Master Plan was created by the school board in 2014 to build an exceptional
environment for students. The plan addresses existing and long-term capacity, safety, security, and
efficiency issues at all grade levels in our growing district. Since 2014 the district has completed over
50% of the facility master plan projects. The next level of work is our Phase II Projects.
To complete the Phase II Projects the school board approved the placement of a $17 million bond referendum for special election Tuesday, April 3. The district had over 300 citizens sign the petition requesting the special election. The ballot measure will require approval by at least 60 percent of voters who cast ballots on that day.
One of our promises to our community is to be good stewards of taxpayer dollars. The Carlisle
School Board has reduced taxes eight years in a row by a total of $3.11, keeping the promise to lower
taxes. This bond proposal would be school tax levy neutral, meaning there would be no increase on
the debt service portion of the overall property tax rate. The district currently has the $4.05 debt service levy authority. The district will be asking our community for the authority to use the debt service levy for the new $17 million of bonds for the Phase II projects.
District voters have two opportunities to vote on the bond referendum. District residents can vote
absentee either by sending in their absentee ballots or voting absentee in person though April 2 nd at
the Warren County Auditor’s Office. Special Election Day is on April 3 at the Family Life Center. If approved, construction on the district indoor activities center would begin in the fall of 2018 with completion of all projects by the fall of 2021.
Phase II funding sources will be a combination of State Sales Tax Funds and General Obligation
Bonds. These funds are designated by Iowa code for infrastructure upgrades, new construction, remodeling of schoolhouses, equipment, and purchasing of property. Phase II Projects would begin the
summer of 2018 with substantial completion by the spring of 2021. Phase II Project Plans Include the
following:
HS Building Expansion Needs
Indoor Athletic Program Space
Incorporation & Renovation of the Art and Industrial Tech
classrooms into main HS building
Future classroom space at High School
Relocation of District Facilities Department
District-Wide Improvements
K-12 Building Security Upgrades
Elementary Energy Efficiencies – Windows and HVAC Upgrades
Classroom Furniture Upgrades K-12
District Technology Upgrades
The district will be hosting a community informational meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the District Board
Room on March 29th. Visit our website for more information about the Phase II Projects. As always, if
you have any questions about the project, signing the petition or district finances please contact me
at bryce.amos@carlislecsd.org
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ACT Testing for CHS Juniors
The Carlisle School District will be administering the ACT to ALL JUNIORS on Tuesday,
April 3, 2018. There will be NO SCHOOL for students in grades 9, 10, and 12 on Tuesday,
April 3.
The ACT will be given at Carlisle High School beginning at 8:10 a.m. A snack and water
will be provided for each student prior to testing. Juniors will be dismissed following
the completion of testing around 1:00 p.m. Juniors will have NO SCHOOL on FRIDAY,
APRIL 6.
This ACT exam will be given to students at NO COST to the student and family. This will
be an official ACT that students will be able to use to send their scores to any post secondary institution they choose. Students can prepare for the ACT
at: www.actstudent.org; www.march2success.com; and www.number2.com.
Students who otherwise may not have considered college will have the opportunity to
take the ACT. After completing the ACT, colleges and universities open a dialogue with
students, encouraging them to be college-ready and begin considering career options.
Iowa’s state universities currently require an ACT score as part of the admission process. For low income students and first generation college-goers, this requirement can
create a barrier that may close the door to a college education. Providing the ACT to all
juniors begins the application process early while the support of school counselors,
teachers and administrators is easily accessed.

School Board Approves 2018-19 School Calendar
The Carlisle School Board approved the school calendar for the 2018-19 school
year at its monthly meeting on Monday, March 19th.
The school calendar was developed by the district’s Calendar Committee comprised of parents and district staff. Under the committee, Superintendent
Bryce Amos, recommended to the board classes will start August 23 for
grades 1-12, with Kindergarten & Kindergarten Prep starting on August 29 and
Preschool on August 30. Kindergarten and Preschool have later start dates to
allow teachers to conduct home visit with parents prior to start of the school
year. The last day of school for grades K-11 will be Friday, May 24. High School
Graduation Ceremony is scheduled for Sunday, May 19.
The district will continue with early out dismissals every Wednesday at 1:30
to allow for professional development and planning for teachers and staff.
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CHS TAG Students Attend Celebrate Innovation Day!
By Sandy Barker
Every year, DMACC West hosts a Celebrate Innovation week. During two
of the days, they bring in world-renowned writers, business people, scientists, and celebrities. This year, several CHS TAG students attended
one day, March 8, and learned from several great speakers summarized
below.
Dr. David Gallo is the leading ocean exploration expert, having had experience with the Titanic and Air France 447. Rob Wolfe is one of the
creators of the reality show, “American Pickers.” Dr. Jill Pruetz is a primatologist and professor who shared her research and experience
studying chimpanzees in different parts of the world. Rod Pyle and Rob
Manning spoke together about space exploration. Rod is an author and
filmmaker who has written several books and works with people from
NASA. Rob is the chief engineer for NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab and has
been designing, testing, and operating spacecraft for over 35 years and
has received much recognition in his field. And Josh Gates is an archaeologist and television personality, known for his shows on the Travel
Channel such as “Expedition Unknown” and “Destination Truth.”
All of these speakers were motivating and
had great stories to share and lessons to
learn. We were also able to add some
much needed literature material to the
high school TAG library. The students
found the day to be enlightening and a
rich learning experience. A couple of students even had their photo taken with
Josh Gates. Pictured are the students who
attended: (Top Row) Joey Fisk, Sam Wilson, Alex Reed, (Middle Row) Lexi Mavin,
Lucas Kozak, (Bottom Row) Colin Short,
Adrian Carmenate, and Kaden Sadler.
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SNACK AND JUICE DRIVE
The Hartford Upper Elementary student council is sponsoring a snack and juice drive for the school food pantry April 2
-6, 2018.
We are in need of juice boxes and a variety of healthy nonperishable snack items.
Donations can be sent to school with your 4th or 5th grade
student and are greatly appreciated!
If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Flagor at 989-5350 or
kim.flagor@carlislecsd.org.
Carlisle PEO Chapter NT Scholarship
PEO is an international Women’s organization founded in 1869, promoting
and supporting the education of women.
The Carlisle Chapter will be awarding two $600 scholarships to two Carlisle
girls graduating in 2018. the scholarship is available to all senior girls pursuing study at the college or other post-secondary level. Selection will be
made on the basis of character, scholarship, leadership and desire. An
award certificate will be presented at Senior Awards Night. The money will
be paid to the recipient upon proof of enrollment in school.
Application forms are available on the Carlisle Community Schools website
or in the High School Counseling Office. They are due by Monday, April 24,
2018.
The Carlisle boys' track and field online
team store has been reopened until
March 27th. Use the following link to
access the store:
https://
carlisleboystrackfield.itemorder.com/
sale
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Elementary Concerts
The Elementary Music Concerts will be held on Friday, April 13, 2018. We
will be having the programs in the Elementary South Gym. The schedule
for the concerts is:

9:00 am
10:30 am
1:00 pm
2:15 pm

Kindergarten
First Grade
Second Grade
Third Grade

Preschool and Kindergarten Registration
for the 2018-2019 School Year
Your child must be four years of age by September 15, 2018 to register for Preschool.
Your child must be five years of age by September 15, 2018 to register for Kindergarten.
To begin your student’s enrollment visit our website at www.carlislecsd.org and complete the Preschool or Kindergarten Registration form on the Registration page under
Departments. If you do not have access to the internet, we will have laptops available in the Administration Office for enrollments.
After completing the enrollment form, we ask that you bring the following items to
the Administration Office:
 Evidence of your child’s age – original birth certificate or passport
 Proof of Residency in the Carlisle School District – mortgage statement, lease
agreement
 Current Immunization Record
 Completed Home Language Survey (available on the District website or we
will have forms available the night of registration)
 Adoption/Guardianship documentation, if applicable
If you have questions regarding registration, please contact the Administration Office
at 515-989-3589.
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Help After Prom at Buffalo Wild Wings
Join the Buffalo Wild Wings Spring Break Challenge! Carlisle has been
challenged to earn an additional $80 in fundraising dollars at Buffalo
Wild Wings over Spring Break and they will donate 300 wings to our After Prom party!
All you need to do it eat at the BWW on SE 14th over Spring Break and
show them the attached flyer either on paper or your smart phone and
enjoy your meal! Contact Sharon at 515-720-9033 with any questions.
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To register online visit the Carlisle Activities Camps website at http://football.carlislecsdcamps.com/
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Dear Parents and Guardians:
In the event of an unscheduled school closing, delay or early/late dismissal it is
our goal to notify the community in an efficient and timely manner. We know
our decision to close schools in poor weather has a big effect on families. We
also believe students benefit both academically and socially by being in school.
We will balance these factors with factors of student safety when it comes to
decisions regarding school closing. Please take a few minutes to review the
school closing procedures listed below. Please visit our website for more information on the different types of weather closings.
How is the public notified? You can check on weather related notices by:
The homepage of our website (www.carlislecsd.org ) will be updated with delay
or cancellation information.
Email, Phone and Text notification from Carlisle School District via Infinite
Campus Messenger:
In the event of a school cancellation or delay, Infinite Campus will be the primary communication tool used by the district. Families will receive communication in the form of a phone call, email, and, after opting in, a text message.
We ask that parents/guardians update their information on the Infinite Campus Parent Portal under Contact Preferences. Please note, you must select
text messaging to receive Text Alerts.
Checking Media Outlets for Weather Notices:
Television Stations:
WHO TV Channel 13
Radio Stations:
1040 AM
100.3 FM

KCCI Channel 8 WOI Channel 5

107.5 FM

106.3 FM

KDSM FOX 17

1460 AM

Social/Internet Media:
Des Moines Register Online or KCCI Online or WHO Online
twitter: @bryceamos & @Carlilse_CSD
Download: 13Now Smartphone App
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96.5 FM

LUNCH MENU
DAY

Monday,
March 26

Tuesday,
March 27

Wednesday,
March 28

Thursday,
March 29

Friday,
March 30

BREAKFAST

Cereal

LUNCH

ALA CARTE

Popcorn Chicken
Green Beans
Steamed Carrots
Banana / Mandarin Oranges

Crispito

K-5
Turkey Sandwich
6-12
Chicken Fajitas
All Grades
Potato Wedges
Steamed Broccoli
Peaches / Grapes

Pancake &
Sausage on a Stick

Breakfast Pizza

Cheese Breadsticks with Marinara
Lettuce Salad
Corn
Strawberries / Pears

Taco
Rice
Potato Rounds
Refried Beans
Juice / Pineapple

Egg and Sausage

Donut

K-3
Cheese Pizza
Carrot Sticks
4-12
Macaroni & Cheese
Peas / Spinach
Dinner Roll
All Grades
Applesauce / Mixed Fruit
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Breadstick

Tornado or
Egg Roll

Garlic Cheese
Bread

Pizza

For community happenings, please click the
Community News link below:
Community News Page

Carlisle Public Library—Stuffed Animal Sleepover—March 23
Carlisle Public Library—Meet Elephant & Piggie— April 7
Try Out the Indinala Tide YMCA Swim Team — March 26-29
Decoding Dyslexia Parent Advocacy Boot Camp—April 7
Decoding Dyslexia Iowa Fun Run—April 28
Carlisle Aquatic Center - Lifeguard Positions Available
Lifeguard Certification Class Information
Janet Ray’s Spring Class Schedule
APEX Winter Clinics
Amy Uthus Art Classes
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