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Dear Parents,
We are halfway through the school year and time is flying. Before we know it, spring will be here! Once again this
year we will be administering the grades 3-8 NYS ELA and Math Assessments. The assessments have been
controversial the past three years because of the shift to the Common Core State Standards and because of their use
in teacher evaluation. New York State made changes last year to decrease the amount of material on tests and to
give students unlimited time to complete the assessments. The test have also been removed from teacher
evaluations for a three year period. This year the test have been shortened to two days instead of three. While
these are positive changes, I want to take the opportunity to explain why these tests are so important to our school.
The scores received on these assessments are a snapshot of our students’ academic progress and standing. We use
this data as one aspect in determining if individual students need extra help or Academic Intervention Services
(AIS). But it’s not the only determining factor as we also consider classroom averages, academic progress, and
attendance as part of the equation. We don’t believe a test should be a the single determining factor in judging a
student’s academic progress!
We also use this data to look at trends within our own teaching and curriculum. From the data received, we can
determine areas our students are doing poorly in and correct them. If we need improvement in certain standards,
we can change our curriculum or teaching strategies to meet students’ needs. This data is extremely important to
us as it guides academic changes.
The final large impact the assessments have on our school deals with participation rate. We are required to make
sure that 95% of our students at each grade level participate in the assessment. When the participation percentage
is lower than this, we are held accountable through the NYS Education Department. This places schools that don’t
meet this standard on a progressive list of ramifications that range from extra paperwork and planning
requirements to state takeover of the school. Although the later is unlikely, we are held responsible.
Testing in NYS and the grade 3-8 assessments are not new and didn’t start with a change to the Common Core
State Standards. This testing has been a tool that has driven education in NYS for decades. I encourage you to
please allow your child to participate in the grade 3-8 assessments which are scheduled for this spring. It is
important to our academic progress.
Sincerely,
Robert Stewart
Superintendent of Schools
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Middle School Principal – Chris Rose
As we approach spring and the school year begins to hit the downhill side, I would just like to share a few
important dates and reminders with you:






New York State Testing Dates (ELA and Math now reduced to two days only)
ELA :
April 11 & 12
Math: May 2 & 3
Science: May 30 & 31 (Grade 8 Performance)
Science: June 4 (Grade 8 Written)



Please encourage your children to stay after from (2:30-3:25) with their teachers to get as much review
as possible well before each of the exams listed above. Bussing is provided home and the extra time will
help get them that much closer to being proficient (scoring a 3 or 4).

 Reminder- Parents please keep a look out for any “I’s” or incompletes on your child’s report

cards. By middle-school rule, your child has two weeks to make those up and complete an incomplete work so they may receive a grade on their permanent record. Any I’s not made up
will be counted as a 50 in your child’s overall average for that particular class. Reminder that in
order to qualify for summer school all students need to have at least a 55 overall average in the
class(es) they do not pass.
 Reminder- Please feel free to contact any of our staff via email address (located on the district

web site) with any concerns about grades, behavior, etc. It is the easiest way to stay in communication and often is a great motivator to students if they know you are in constant contact with
their teachers.
 Reminder - 8th grade parents should have recently received an invitation to their 8 th grade child’s

final preparation meeting, with Mrs. Lavoie, for 9th grade next year. Please do everything you
can to have at least one if not both parents at the meeting. This is the first step in laying out
your 8th graders future and the many paths available to them in the next four years. If the scheduled time we sent will not work for a parent to attend please call 389-5131 (ex. 29510) and we
will reschedule.
As always, please continue to support all of our upcoming extra-curricular events, as our students work very
hard to bring these activities to our community.
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Congratulations are in order to senior, Emily
Grow, for her recognition as the Channel 7
Academic All Star Award! Emily is currently
ranked #1 in the senior class and is involved in
many activities throughout SLC. Emily plans on
attending college for either Engineering or Computer
Science. You can see Emily’s full interview here:
http://www.wwnytv.com/clip/13975532/academic
-all-star-emily-grow
SLC is proud of you, Emily! #larriespride

The High School and Middle
School staff and students
decorated the halls of SLC
between December 4th-8th.
Over 45 doors were decorated!
The
door
decorating
competition was organized by
Mrs. Andrews in the High
School. This wonderful activity
fostered creativity, teamwork
and
friendly
competition
amongst all!
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Ms. Snyder’s 12th grade AP
Literature and Composition class
had a Sonnet Slam on Friday,
September 29th!
They created
their own sonnet and were able to
share them with the class. The
compositions were well-written and
all enjoyed the experience of
sharing and hearing the works of
the class! Great job!

On Friday, October 13th the Whiz
Quiz Team Traveled to Watertown
to take on OFA!

The
Boys’
Team
scrimmaged
Northwood Prep in Lake Placid and
joined for SLC students Rico
DiMatteo and Drew Rose for a
family dinner after!
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21st Annual Middle and High School Art Exhibit at the Frederic Remington Art Museum
Congratulations to Moriah Barksdale, Samantha Major, Annica Ramsdell, and Hannah Yandoh for having their artwork on
display at the 21st Annual Middle and High School Art Exhibit at the Frederic Remington Art Museum's, Richard E. Winter
Gallery. There was an opening reception on Saturday, January 20th that many students, families, and teachers attended. The
show will be on display until February 25th. We hope you can make it out to see their artwork along with many others from
across the St. Lawrence County.
www.fredericremington.org
Mr. Brown & Mrs. Warner
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5th Grade Artwork on display at our local Post Offices
Please visit our local Post Offices (Brasher, Helena, North Lawrence, and/or Winthrop)
in the month of March, they have kindly welcomed our student artwork again this year.
In Art class the fifth graders created their own Enlarged Postage Stamps that will be on
display at a Post Office of their choosing. If you get the chance please stop in to see the
talented artwork and thank our Post Offices for this opportunity.
~Mrs. Warner
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Friends, Families, and Community Members,
We have had a busy year with our community’s children working to develop more prepared students and a
brighter future. To organize our efforts towards attaining our goals, our school has enacted three sweeping
actions to move forward. These actions are not the goals themselves as increasing student achievement will
always remain our goal, but these actions look to augment teaching practices and student learning.
Our first goal enacted pertains to how we assist those students who are struggling. Academic Intervention
Services (AIS) has long been a staple of schools in our state. These services seek to get those kids who are
most near proficiency back up to speed. The goal of AIS is not to give students services for their career, but
the goal is remediate the areas of uncertainty for the student so that they can be successful in the classroom
without supports. We have began a transformation of these services in kindergarten as to most nearly meet
the diverse needs of our students. Students who have exhibited gaps in the phonological processing abilities
have been given targeted assistance in the exact areas of need. Such phonological processing skills include
rhyming, identifying the first and last sound, segmenting, and blending sounds. These look to be the base
skills that foundational literacy is built upon.
Our second goal was completed at the beginning of the academic year. If you have ever felt exasperated by
the amount of assessing we do of our students, don’t feel alone as we have felt the same way! As such, our
second goal sought to find the right amount of assessment to be done so that we have sufficient knowledge
of our students without it being to the detriment of their instructional time or their well being.
Our School Will Administer the Following Assessments:



Curriculum Based Measure
-Formative
Guide further instruction
Regular Content Assessments (e.g. interims, module assessments; grade level discretion)
-Summative
Evaluate acquisition of Content
Reporting to Parents
Regular Content Assessments (e.g. interims, module assessments; grade level discretion)
 Normative
-State tests (Grades 3 & 4)
-Benchmarking
 CBT BOY, MOY, EOY (STAR Early Literacy, Reading, Math)
 GRL EOY, MOY/BOY (Fountas & Pinnell)
-Progress monitoring
Reading levels (Fountas & Pinnell)
 RTI (STAR Early Literacy, Reading, Math)
Our final goal the academic year pertains to the instruction that your child receives this year. We have
dedicated time each month for our teachers to sit down as a professional learning community to share their
collective knowledge of best practices. Each month a grade level and a standard is focused upon as
colleagues give suggestions about how to make learning more rigorous and more relevant.
We look forward to the remainder of the school year with each family in our district. Let the newfound
opportunities of spring bring an exuberance to our students’ learning as well.
Johnathan R. Hirschey
Elementary Principal
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Substitutes are Needed for the 2017-2018 school year
Cafeteria Monitors, Clerical, Food Service Helpers, Registered Nurses, Teachers, Teacher
Aides, and Teacher Assistants.
Please consider the above positions and call Mrs. Delisle in the Superintendent’s Office,
389-5131 ext. 29108,
or email, cdelisle@bfcsd.org
for an application.

Fitness Center
Open to the Public. Students must be in high school to use
the facilities. Students under the age of 18 will not be allowed
without a parent during these hours. There will be a 20
minute time limit on any machine that has someone waiting to
use it.
Hours:
Monday: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

Fitness Center will be closed after the April
19th session.
Hope to see you back in October.
The cost is $1.00 per person, per evening.
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Brasher Falls Central School
Office Hours / Extensions
(315) 389-5131
Bus Garage

6:30 – 5:00 Ext. 29440

Business Office

8:00 – 4:00 Ext. 29160

Cafeteria Manager

7:30 – 1:30 Ext. 29138

Elementary Office

8:00 – 4:00 Ext. 29300

Elementary Nurse

9:00 – 3:30 Ext. 29377

Middle School Office

7:45 – 3:45 Ext. 29500

MS Counselor

8:00 – 3:25 Ext. 29510

Administration

High School Office

7:30 – 3:30 Ext. 29100

HS Guidance Office

7:30 – 3:30 Ext. 29102

MS/HS Nurse

8:00 – 3:25 Ext. 29104

Office of Special Services

7:30 – 3:30 Ext. 29106

Superintendent’s Office

8:00 – 4:00 Ext. 29108

Robert Stewart, Superintendent
Kristin Zender, High School Principal
Christopher Rose, Middle School Principal
Johnathan Hirschey, Elementary Principal
Katherine LaVigne, Admin. Dir. of Student Services/CSE Chairperson
Timothy Redmond, Transportation/Building/Grounds Supervisor
Karen Locey, Business Manager
Cyndi Fraser, District Treasurer
Cindy Delisle, District Clerk
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