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The Longley Way Lion

An Interview with Mr. Long,
Our Principal
By:Kelsey Wong and Sylvan Ho

We interviewed Mr.Long here are some things we learned about him.
We asked Mr. Long what he works on at Longley Way. Mr. Long said, “I visit
classrooms,making sure everyone is safe.” He has a lot of meetings about kids and learning,
meetings with parents, and he also talks to kids throughout the day.
We asked Mr.Long if he likes his job. He said, “ Yes, because I work with nice people and
there are a lot of nice kids.”
We also asked Mr. Long, out of these subjects which is your favorite:
1.LA
2. Science
3.Social Studies
4.Math
5.Health
6.Art
By:Kelsey
Wong
Sylvan Ho
Mr. Long likes LA and Social Studies
- just like
meand
(Kelsey)!
We asked him if there is anything he wanted parents to know about Longley Way. Mr. Long
told us there are a few upcoming events that parents should know about and come to, like the
Holiday program which is the 22nd of December, the PTA cultural potluck, our December
Integrity theme on kindness, and also WIN WIN (our 7 Habits of Happy Kids) those are some
of them.
Other information we learned about Mr. Long, is that Mr. Long has two kids. A son named
Sawyer who is 4 years old, and a daughter named Amelie who is ½ years old. He also has a wife
named Trisha. Mr Long also likes to ride his bicycle, work outside in his garden, read, and he likes
to watch movies.
Finally, we asked Mr. Long “Who is your favorite Superhero?” Mr. Long answered, “Batman”.

A Peek into Pre-K
Interviewed by Alicia Sahatjian and Lyna Si

Pre-K students practice
tracking their letters while
building snowmen.

We interviewed Mrs. Morris and her preschool class (in
room number 13). She has taught the SDC pre-school class at
Longley Way Elementary School for about six years. She has
11 students in total in her classroom. Two of her students got
citizenship awards on December 2. Before lunch, her class
usually does circle time, snack time, and goes to the
playground to play for a while. Circle time is when they sing
and play games with each other. They read a book recently,
called Building a House. An art project they recently did
included watercolors and crayons. They had to write their
names in crayon, and paint the watercolor over they written
crayon.
For the Holiday Program, the preschoolers in Mrs.
Morris’ class are singing Jingle Jingle Little Bell and SANTA.
The song SANTA is similar to the song called BINGO.

Mrs. Kwan’s Awesome Kindergarten Class
Interviewed by: Katelyn

Kasubuchi and Clarissa Olivares

There is a lot going on in Mrs. Kwan’s fabulous kindergarten class.
They’re currently getting ready for the Longley Way holiday
performance. They are keeping the holiday song a surprise, so come to the
performance for a special treat! All of the Kindergarten students are
working hard, they will sure put a smile on your face. Mrs. Kwan loves to
celebrate all the holidays. She is currently reading one of my favorite
holiday stories, The Gingerbread Man. You must read this book if you
haven’t already.
Mrs. Kwan’s class is not just all about fun, she also teaches the kids
important things they need later on in life. She is teaching her students
math, and they are learning addition right now. Mrs. Kwan is helping her
students get smart. She also does P.E with her class to keep them healthy.
She lets them ride scooters, jump on mini jumpers, and teaches them how
to catch balls. Mrs Kwan's class enjoys many things, but they enjoy
playing and circle time the most. Her class learns and has so much fun
doing it! She is a awesome teacher just like all the teachers at Longley
Way!

Kindergartners are
getting in the holiday
spirit!

A Hit for First Grade!
Interviewed by Sophie Lin & Kristen Mac
This month, Ms. De La Paz’s class has told
us about what they are doing in
First grade. They are doing many interesting
activities during class time.
During math, the students try many ideas to
learn math better. Specifically, the class works in
a math book and watches videos to understand and
practice the topic. They receive math homework
weekly from a paper math book to get ready for
2nd grade. Recently, the class has been learning
addition and subtraction. To solve the problems,
they write out and draw pictures. The class will
continue their journey in math.
In reading, either they read to themselves or
Ms. De La Paz reads to them. They are reading
books such as Auntie Claus and Bailey School
Kids. They also read books about seasons. All first
grade classes go to the library every week to
return and borrow books. First graders are
encouraged to read daily. The students participate
in silent reading, a time when the class all reads
silently at their desks. These days, the students
really enjoy reading with Ms. De La Paz.
Ms. De La Paz’s class is also learning about
the 7 habits. They’ve learned 4 habits so far; Be
Proactive, Begin With The End in Mind, Put First
Things First, and Think Win, Win. They have read
the first story in Sean Covey’s 7 Habits to Happy
Kids called Bored, Bored, Bored.
The class works on some projects together,
such as science, art, and more. They’ve worked on
painting pictures of apples and tasting oranges.
Sure, they could find it hard to do, but soon, they
will learn to follow directions.

Lastly, they told us how Seri, their
class pet, helped them during class time.
The kids explained how they learned to take
care of animals and to stay calm around
them. “Having Seri helps us be a little more
cheerful,” the class says. The class tells us
how much they love Seri, and that they also
learned how to love others.
Of course, the children dedicate all
their learning to their teacher, Ms De La
Paz. They’re sure to continue their long
journey ahead!!!

Book
Recommendations
from 1st Grade
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A Fantastic School
Year for Mrs.
Acker’s Second
Grade Class!
Interviewed by Kyle Soriano and Audrey Lim
On Dec. 12, 2016, 5th graders Kyle Soriano and
Audrey Lim interviewed Mrs. Acker in room 10 about
how her class is doing in school.
We asked Mrs. Acker how her
classroom’s behavior is. Mrs. Acker said that, “my
students have different behaviors every day. Some days
are really great, some unfortunately aren’t. Overall my
students are really great, energetic, and VERY social.”
Our second question was about being involved in
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination)
strategies. She responded “Well, primary grades don’t
participate in AVID strategies, but I still use AVID skills
in my class to prepare my students for the upper grades.”
In math, Mrs. Acker is teaching her students
adding two digit numbers and regrouping in the ones
place. Most of her students are right at the standards they
should be at, while others are above and beyond.
We asked Mrs. Acker if she has had any problems
or issues with her students? She responded “My class
hasn’t really had many behavior problems but the
problems that they do have, are more like the normal 2nd
grade issues like friend problems.”
Her response for overall behavior was “My
students are doing absolutely marvelous and
outstanding”. In math and ELA, she said most of her
students are doing well, but there is still a lot to learn in
second grade.
Mrs. Acker’s teaching style has really changed
the lifestyle of her 2nd graders in the classroom and
many social skills. Her class is enjoying the fun projects
and papers to help them learn how to do Math, ELA,
AVID, and other very important subjects.

An Interview with
Mr. Harvey
By Alice Li and Chantel Garcia

Mr. Harvey is the teacher of ELD this year in
2016 to 2017. Mr. Harvey taught 3rd grade for 20
years, but now he has changed his job. He thought it
was fun and interesting to work with kids from all
around the world.
Mr. Harvey likes his job so much because as
his students learn, he learns too. His new job is really
different,which to him he doesn't mind.
In classroom 24, they learn about reading and
writing. And besides that, they seem to learn about
new words like “snowflake” and “snow”, which is
followed up with fun Christmas projects. So far, Mr.
Harvey has been amazed with his students learning so
fast.
Mr. Harvey is getting used to ELD as the
students from last year get familiar with the new ELD
teacher. They used the chromebooks to help with their
main ELD program : Imagine Learning, which Mr.
Harvey says is helping with his students.
While Mr. Harvey enjoys time with his
students, and the students enjoys time with him, ELD
is enjoying time together.

Second
Graders testing
a balance on a
see-saw.

Second Graders
building with
Legos to test their
levers in science.

Q & A with 3rd Grade
Interviewed by Lizzie Gladson-Pang & Mandy Ju

What is 3rd grade doing for the recorder currently?
They are doing the pre-recorder this year, which is similar to
the recorder but is easier for beginners to play.
What is 3rd grade learning in math currently?
Third graders are learning how to do multiplication.They are
learning arrays, repeated addition, groups, and pictures to
help them learn it.
What are the rotations for 3rd grade?
The third grade is learning Social studies and science for
rotations. They are learning lots of fun things in science and
social studies right now.
What song are the whole 3rd grade singing for the
Holiday program?
They are singing “Jingle bells” and “ put a little love in your
heart”.
What are they doing for the book report?
For December, the third grade is doing a jokes and riddles
book report.
What book is the class reading aloud?
The classes favorite book is Invisible in the 3rd grade and
Fantastic Mr. Fox.
How was the trip to the Arboretum and how did the kids
like the trip?
The kids LOVED it! Also our tour guide was one of our old
Longley Way
teachers! The kids got to see the dog
house next to the barn, old carriages, gardens, a lot of
peacocks, Queen Anne Cottage, the barn, trains and the Hugo
Reid adobe.

Integrating reading, writing, and
holiday fun in 3rd grade.

Getting to Know
our PTA President
by Annaly Sanchez
and Emma Leonardis
Have you ever wondered about
our PTA President? After interviewing
Mrs. Huff, we were glad to get to know
her. Here is some information about
Mrs. Lisa Huff.
Mrs. Huff likes to help kids and
our school. That is what inspired her to
be PTA President. We think it is very
kind of her to say that. She has two
children at Longley Way and they are
currently in kindergarten and 2nd
grade. One thing Mrs. Huff would like
to change about the PTA this year is
getting more parent volunteers. More
parent volunteers would be very helpful
because together is better.
This is not Mrs. Huff’s first
time being PTA President. She was the
PTA president at Dana Middle School
10 years ago. About twelve years ago,
she was PTA President, at Longley
Way. We think experience is good
because she knows what to do for
events, meetings, fundraisers, etc.
Her favorite PTA events are the
Family Fun Nights and the Monster
Mash. She says, “They are both very
fun and exciting events!” Family Fun
Nights are when you come to the
school on a Friday night and have some
fun with friends and family. For
example, Trunk-or-Treat, Movie
Nights, Magic Shows, etc. The Monster
Mash event is when the student council
dances to the Monster Mash song and
talks about safety tips for Halloween.

An Interview with
Our Librarian
By: Jenna Lam and Merjan Khwajazada

Mrs. Swanson has worked in the Longley Way
library for 15 years, and has two children, one who just
graduated college, and one who is still in college. Her
favorite book genre is actually historical fiction, and she
doesn’t really like fantasy. Mrs. Swanson’s favorite book,
however, is Fahrenheit 451, which is about people who are
getting too smart with books, so some people want to get
rid of them. Her favorite picture book is A Balloon for
Isabel, which is about a porcupine, Isabel, who wants a
balloon like all the other animals in her class. The
porcupines don’t get balloons, so she goes to her father’s
candy store and puts gumdrops all over her quills.
Jenna: When did you start working at Longley Way?
Mrs. Swanson: I started working here at Longley Way in
2001.
Merjan: Did you always want to be a librarian when you
were younger?
Mrs. Swanson: No, I actually wanted to be a stay-at-home
mom. I wanted to spend time with my kids and take care of
them.
Merjan: When you were little, did you have any dreams
that you wanted to do?
Mrs. Swanson: Yes, I have always wanted to go to Europe.
I went last summer.
Jenna: What are some of your hobbies that you like to do
out of school?
Mrs. Swanson: Usually my family likes to fly stunt kites
outside of school.
Jenna: What did you do before you started working at
Longley Way Library?
Mrs. Swanson: I was Secretary of the company Edison.
But I quit my job to be a stay-at-home mom.
Jenna: When classes aren’t at the library, what do you do?
Mrs. Swanson: I usually get the books that I order and
usually cover them. Then I organize the books and get rid
of the books that are getting old, and falling apart.
Merjan: Thank you for letting us interview you! Bye!

Getting to Know Our
School Counselor
Interviewed by Amaya Terrazas and Anya Thaimas

We interviewed Mrs. Tran and it went pretty
well. Mrs. Tran is the school counselor, which is a
teacher who can calm a student down. She can talk
with you if your friends are rude to you, or if you’re
just sad you can have someone to talk to.
Every day a student comes in to see her. She
sets up games and lets students eat with her.
If Mrs. Tran had another job she would be a
personal stylist. Thank You Mrs. Tran!

Mrs. Burch is on a Roll!
Interviewed by Henrina Zhang
Have you ever wondered what happens
in Students Council?Mrs.Sandy Burch is the
leader and she dedicates her time and affection
to it.
What inspired Mrs.Burch to start
Student Council? It was around 1988 and Mrs.
Burch was teaching 5th grade. Dr.Hart, the
principal, asked Mrs. Burch if she wanted to
start Student Council. She said yes, although
she knew she was going to have to work really
hard to achieve this goal. Mrs. Burch went to
other Student Council advisors for advice.
After that, she did a lot of research. Then she
was ready.
What is Student Council doing? Student
Council is busy when it comes to the winter
season. There are tons of competitions, sales,
and many more! In November, Student
Council did a Bookmark Contest. Each student
who participated drew something related to
reading. The Council judged. There was one or
two winners for each grade. Pre-K was Gibran
H, Kindergarten was Aiden K, First grade was
Ben G, Second grade was Ethan H, Third
grade was Brittany H, Fourth grade was
Hailey T, and Fifth grade there were two
winners. These two bookmarks were too
amazing to choose from, so it was a tie - Chloe
P. and Kendall G. Mrs.Burch spends her time,
and carefully selects the prizes and certificates.
They were given to the students by our student
president, Kyle, during the school assembly.
There are also the Candy Cane Grams. Candy
Grams are when people send holiday cards to
other people. They could

be purchased from December 14-19. The
candy grams will be delivered December
23, Friday. There is also the snowman
contest coming up. Classes will compete to
fill up the snowman.
What other interesting things does
Mrs. Burch do? Mrs. Burch also does
Intervention, along with Mr. Herr and Mrs.
Peritore. More than 100 students attend to
get help on their Language Arts and math.
In January, Mrs. Tyminski will teach
Intervention. There is also a new program
called Monitoring Student Progress. In
fact, they recently had a meeting about it.
A lot of parents attended. They can’t wait
to help children succeed in school.
What are some interesting things
about Mrs. Burch? Mrs. Burch attended
and graduated UCLA. Mrs. Burch has been
at LW since 1987. I think I can speak for
everyone when I say that Mrs. Burch is a
truly amazing person!

Happy Holidays
Longley Way
Families!
See you next year!

What’s Happening In
Fourth Grade
Interviewed by Logan Nevetsen and Shahid Shaikh

Field Trips
The fourth graders are excited about
going on field trips this year because the
overnight field trip in San Juan Capistrano
Mission is really fun! The students will get
to grind corn into cornmeal, make tortillas,
go on adventure walks (and if you’re hungry
the guide might give your graham crackers!)
The students might even get to brand their
initials in a circle of wood. One night on the
field trip, the students get to eat dinner. The
next morning they have breakfast. We are
not going to tell you anything else because
we might spoil it for you guys who haven’t
gone on the field trip yet.
The Physical Exercise
In P.E, Ms. Dickson’s class has just
finished hockey and now is starting soccer.
Physical Exercise is good for you!
Holiday Songs
This year is like every year because
the holiday songs are still the same in fourth
grade, but each time you sing it the kids
always sound different so you are listening to
the song from different people. The songs
are The Christmas Shop Around the Corner
and Fa La La La La.

Fi th Grade Fun
Interviewed by Peter Chau and Shaksham Das

Mrs. Lersey does many things for her
students at Longley Way Elementary. For
example, her students do art in their class.
Also, they get some free chromebook time. Her
class plays Minecraft or other games on their
chromebooks. The student's homework is very
educational.
Mrs. Lersey has been at Longley Way for
13 years and, she has taught both kindergarten
and 5th grade. She also likes her job as a
teacher in our school. Her students have
learned about the 13 colonies. In Core Plus,
Mrs. Lersey's students are learning about
literature circles and the students are learning
about the presidents.

Fifth Graders drawing inferences
about the first residents of
Jamestown from a Primary Source

