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We Can’t Thank You Enough!
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent of Schools

By the time you read this article, we will have held our rededication ceremony for Norman
Elementary or be within days of doing so. The dedication ceremony is scheduled for Saturday,
November 12, at 2 p.m. Please attend; it’s a celebration in your honor!
Our community has fought for years to improve our schools. The battle is done; victory is
ours! You are the one we need to thank! THANK YOU!
The word “dedicate” is defined by Webster’s Dictionary as follows: to set apart for a definite
purpose, to give over, to commit, to inscribe or address as a compliment.
We are pleased to inform you that we’ve stuck to the definition exactly as presented. We’ve
set Norman Elementary apart for the purpose of providing an outstanding education for all
children ages 4 through 5th grades, currently 760 strong. We commit this facility to the Reed
City community and pledge to provide the highest quality education possible for all who enter its
doors. And, finally, we dedicate this building to all of you as a compliment to your hard work,
dedication, and commitment to outstanding education for our entire community and school
system for years to come.
As I’ve indicated by the title of this article, we really can’t thank you enough; however, we’ll
try at the dedication ceremony. As we grow together during the upcoming school years please
feel very proud of what you’ve created; the product of your hard work is outstanding! Reed City
is truly blessed !

Reed City Area Public Schools
829 South Chestnut Street
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Reed City Area
Public Schools
Permit No. 73
Nonprofit Organization

Winter 2005 Edition
Page 2

Coyote News

The Board of Education meets the
THIRD Monday of every month, with
a work/study session scheduled at
6 p.m. and a regular monthly
meeting at 7 p.m. The meetings are
held in the Reed City Middle
School/High School Library, and are
open to the public.
Minutes of
meetings will be available online or
at the Office of the Superintendent,
829 South Chestnut Street in Reed
City. Notices of special meetings
and committee meetings are publicly
posted at the Office of the
Superintendent.

School Scheduling Changes
Information
regarding
school
closing or schedule changes due to
severe weather is available on the
following radio and TV stations
throughout the school year:
FM Radio Stations

TV Stations

WDEE
97.3
WKJF
92.9
WBRN 100.9
WAAQ 102
WTCM 103.5
WOLW
91.1

TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
We continue to update and
improve our web site. Please visit
us at www.reedcity.k12.mi.us for
school information including the
Board of Education, district
policies, calendars on WebEvent,
school staff, contact information,
and more.

Reed City Area Public Schools
Board of Education
President:
Richard Saladin
Vice President: Mary Lou Proefrock
Secretary:
Dave Lucey
Treasurer:
Jim Dawson
Trustee:
Tom Tavis
Trustee:
Sheri Thompson
Trustee:
Richard Osborne

WELCOME TO THE NEW AND IMPROVED
G. T. NORMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
by Sharon Moritz, Principal

It’s been an exciting start to the school year! We have brought three buildings together to
make one brand new G. T. Norman Elementary School.
We are enjoying the new addition to Norman, which has given us 14 regular education
classrooms with our very own lockers; 3 special education classrooms; 1 computer classroom; 1
computer lab; bathrooms; our very own cafeteria and kitchen serving area; a huge, beautiful gym
with a great platform for performances; media center; art room; brand new office complex; and a
staff workroom.
In the existing Norman, there were 10 classrooms that had new carpet installed, new unit
vents, and lighting. The K-2 gym has new duct work. Also, a new computer lab in the K-1 wing
was added. There were new lockers added as well!
If you haven’t had an opportunity to visit our school, we invite you to come and see us.

Norman Rededication Ceremony – November 12, 2005, at 2 p.m.
See Page 6 for details.
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STUDENTS FROM MISS LARRISON’S 5 th GRADE CLASSROOM
EXPRESS THEIR THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR NEW SCHOOL

COMPUTER LAB

NEW GYM

HONORS’ CHOIR

by Angela Decator, Student

by Dylan Boglarsky, Student

by Lauryn Erickson, Student

On Tuesday, October 4, we
got to go in the new computer
lab for the first time. We got
to find our seats. We also
tried to go on Mavis Beacon
Typing. It’s a typing program
to help you learn how to type.
We couldn’t go in because
you had to start the program
row by row. When we all
tried to get on at the same
time, the screen turned black.

In Reed City at G. T.
Norman Elementary School,
we are having a new gym
built.
It is near our
lunchroom. It’s right across
the hall.

Mrs. Osborne will be
teaching Honors’ Choir to the
fifth grade students. It will be
a lot of fun. I hope a lot of
students sign up for Honors’
Choir.

When our gym is done,
there will be five hoops.
There will also be a stage at
the right end of the gym.
There will be stairs so that we
can get onto the stage.

Honors’ Choir is from
September 30 through before
Christmas.
Mrs. Osborne
does not exactly know what
time we will be done with
Honors’ Choir. It will be
every Friday from 9:20 to
10:00.

On Tuesday, October 11,
we got to go in the computer
lab a second time. We made
files to save our own things
in. Some said they weren’t
having fun, but I was even
though I know a lot about
computers. First we wrote
our first and last name and
then “is my name” on the end.
Then we saved them. We
couldn’t go on Mavis Beacon
because Ms. Day didn’t have
it working yet. I hope next
time we can.
In our computer lab, we
have a projector and Miss
Shank has it hooked up to her
computer so she can show us
what to do. The computers
are almost flat screens and are
really cool.
I think this school year
we’ll be able to do a lot of fun
things in computer class.

Our gym is almost done.
They have hoops built and
have the boards down on the
floor. They have the stage
almost done, all they have to
do is put a rail up.
Our gym is very big and
wide. The whole school is
going to use it. Mr. Nista will
use it for gym class. The
third, fourth and fifth graders
will use it for gym class. It
could be used for plays.
They’ll also use it for
fundraisers
and
Honors’
Choir.
Mr. David and
Mrs. Osborne will use it for
musicals, too.

We will practice our songs
in the music room.
We will probably be doing
small concerts. We will be
traveling a little bit, but not
much. We will sing for the
Holidays. We will be singing
for Grandparent’s Day, too.
We are going to sing mostly
patriotic songs right now. We
are going to practice patriotic
songs for Veteran’s Day. We
are singing at that assembly.
We will not be singing just
patriotic songs. We will be
singing all different kinds of
songs.
This year Honors’ Choir
will be fun. I hope a lot of
people will sign up. If you
like to sing, I would sign up,
it will be great!
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FUN FRIDAY STRIKES AGAIN!
by Miranda Burch, Emma Lockhart, Russell Noell, and Sarah Sheldon

For the first time, at the G. T. Norman
Elementary School, the third, fourth, fifth
grades had Fun Friday! Fun Friday has been
celebrated for many years, and the students
really look forward to it.

“Fun Friday has been a real success,” said
Mrs. VanScoyoc, a new fifth grade teacher.
The kids may participate in Fun Friday by
demonstrating
good
behavior
and
accumulating no detentions. If a student
does all his/her work and stays out of trouble,
the reward is Fun Friday. The kids work
hard to be able to participate.

Some of the activities kids can pick from are
outdoor and indoor games. Also, there is a
reading café, manicures, and movies. Crafts
and nature walks are a big hit, too.

All the kids enjoy Fun Friday. Fun Friday is
one of the best events of the whole school
year! It is an awesome way to start out the
day!
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NORMAN STUDENTS AND STAFF
THINKING OF OTHERS
HURRICANE KATRINA STRIKES AND
G. T. NORMAN ELEMENTARY HELPS VICTIMS!
Hurricane Katrina was such a devastating catastrophe that caused thousands of people to lose
their homes, jobs, and families. Students gave to victims by bringing in their coins and dollars.
The second grade classes sold “goodies” and all of the proceeds also went to the victims. At the
end of the two -week money drive, we collected $1,000 and presented the money to a Red Cross
representative Nicole Lodholtz! What a good feeling it is to give to others! We hope our money
helped out a lot of people!

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS!
Miss Bloom and her class are doing a project to Support Our Troops! Items are being taken in by
staff and students to put together CARE PACKAGES for our troops in Iraq. In order to send
these CARE PACKAGES, Miss Bloom’s class is selling suckers to pay for the postage to send
these packages to our troops! Thanks for Caring!!
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Reed City Area Public Schools’ School Board,
Administration and Staff
Cordially invite you to the

Rededication Ceremony
for
G. T. Norman Elementary School
November 12, 2005
2:00 – Ribbon Cutting
2:00 – 3:00 – Tour of the Building
3:00 – Rededication Ceremony
Please join us for refreshments immediately following the
Rededication Ceremony in the Cafeteria

Norman Elementary prior to construction …

AND AFTER!!

THANK YOU, REED CITY AREA COMMUNITY

