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Spotlight on Carlisle Middle School…..
Science
Introduction by Mr. Elkin and
Information by Mr. Boyer, Ms. Royer, Mrs. Kielkopf
Carlisle Middle School’s Science programming is taught by
three staff members (with two other courses, STEM and PLTW
that laterally teach science). While Mr. Boyer (6th grade) and
Ms. Royer (7th grade) are in their second year of teaching at
CMS, Mrs. Kielkopf (8th grade) is in her fourth year.
6th Grade:
In 6th grade, the students work with three
different modules,
each roughly one third
of the year focusing on
life science, earth science and physical science. Each lesson in
the module builds on
skills and concepts presented in previous lessons. As students
progress through each module, they take greater responsibility
for their own learning, eventually planning and conducting
their own procedures, devising their own data tables, and analyzing the results they obtain.
The first unit of the year was Understanding Weather and Climate
where students were able to explore the atmospheric events and
oceanic processes that impact the earth and its inhabitants. Students experimented with different factors that determine storms
and daily weather. After studying weather topics, students moved
on to explore the impact of oceans on the earth, and examine the
influences that produce various climates. Currently the students
are working on a new unit that focuses on Experimenting with
Forces and Motion which allows students to investigate the
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nature of energy, the different forms it can take, the nature of different forces, and how
those forces affect the motion of objects. Through the use of hands on activities students
get to see forces at work as well as the relationship between speed, distance, and time.
7th Grade General Science:
In 7th grade general science,
students complete an in-depth study
of physical, life, and earth sciences.
Through labs, class discussions, readings, and projects students investigate
the topics of chemistry, biology, and
planetary systems.
Students are currently involved
in a biology unit where they are studying the growth and development of
Wisconsin Fast Plants. These plants
are grown within the classroom and
complete their life cycle from seed to
seed in just one month. Students observe them each day as they change
drastically between observations. Additionally, students are using microscopes to observe
and draw plant and animal cells. They will also be working on identifying the different
parts of each cell and the how each part functions within the cell. In the upcoming weeks,
students will be completing a research project related to endangered species.
7th Grade Advanced Science:
In 7th grade advanced science, students complete an in-depth study of physical, life,
and earth sciences. Through labs, class discussions, readings, and projects students investigate the topics of chemistry, biology, planetary systems, plate tectonics, electricity and
waves, and human body systems. This is a fast-paced class, which covers material from
both 7th grade general science and 8th grade general science. This accelerated pace allows students to take Physical Science for high school credit as 8th graders.
Students are currently finishing their study of plate tectonics. In this unit, they
were able to investigate the causes and effects of earthquakes and volcanoes. Students
used a model seismograph to investigate the effect of different forces on an earthquake’s
magnitude. They researched the different types of faults and landforms that Earth’s moving plates create. Moving forward, these students will begin to cover biology through the
use of microscopes and the study of cells.
8th Grade Physical Science:
Physical Science is a high school credit class that provides motivated 8th grade students an opportunity to seek extra challenges while still in middle school. In physical science students learn about matter and energy. Major areas of study include energy and
motion, properties of atoms & the periodic table, chemical bonds & reactions, measurement & conversion, earth science and space science. The course utilizes a partner based
learning environment integrated with technology and hands on learning to provide students a deeper understanding of the physical sciences. Emphasis is placed on problemsolving, decision-making, and the use of the scientific method to investigate the major
concepts included in the physical sciences.
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The course utilizes a partner based learning environment integrated with technology and hands on learning to provide students a deeper understanding of the physical
sciences. Emphasis is placed on problem-solving, decision-making, and the use of the scientific method to investigate the major concepts included in the physical sciences.
In Mrs. Kielkopf’s physical science classes, students are currently developing a project addressing the topic of star life cycle, the origin of elements and the processes involved in the movement of energy from a star to other areas of space. This project is being completed in conjunction with the students learning about space systems. The next
unit of study includes geologic time and the role of convection in the formation of surface features on our planet.
8th Grade General Science:
In 8th grade general science students work with 3 different modules along with
added content covering scientific method, weather and waves. Each lesson in the modules build on skills and concepts presented in previous lessons. As students progress
through the module, they take greater responsibility for their own learning, eventually
plan and conduct their own procedures, devise their own data tables, and analyze the results they obtain.
In the general science classes, students began the year studying processes involved in the scientific method, electricity, forms of energy and waves. Recently this
class started the study of waves as they relate to earth structure and earthquakes. At
the conclusion of this unit students will be expected to complete a research project that
aligns a historic earthquake or volcanic eruption with the learning objectives associated
with the unit.

Proposed 2018-19 School Calendar
The district calendar committee, comprised of parents, teachers, and administrators have
met to review school calendar options for the district. Due to the Iowa Code on school start
time, the 2018-19 district calendar mirrors this year’s calendar. New for the 2018-19 calendar are:
 Start date for Kindergarten moved to allow for teacher home visits prior to the start
of school
 Added district holiday (no school for students and staff) for MLK Day on January 21st
 Two additional days of Teacher Professional Development prior to the start of school
Please visit our website to review the proposed calendar: PROPOSED 18-19 CALENDAR
The district is seeking feedback from district parents on the proposed 2018-19 calendar.
The following link is to a quick district survey on the proposed calendar:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2018-19SYCalendarFeedback
We are looking forward to receiving your feedback. As always, should you have any questions, comments, or concerns, I can be reached by phone at 515-989-3589 or via email at:
bryce.amos@carlislecsd.org
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School Safety Reminder for School Walkers
Recently the District has received feedback from patrons and parents on the concerns
of school walkers crossing Scotch Ridge Road. The District and Carlisle Police Department are asking parents/guardians to remind their students that all student walkers
going to and from the Middle School need to use the Scotch Ridge Road tunnel.
The District’s expectation is that all students use the tunnel. The tunnel was built to
increase the safety for students and pedestrians. School administrators and staff will
be communicating to students safety tips for school walkers and the use of the tunnel.
Below are some safety tips for our school walkers:












Always walk on sidewalks or paths separated from vehicular traffic. If there are no
sidewalks or paths, always walk on the side of the street FACING road traffic, as far
to the left as possible.
Obey all signs, signals, and traffic lights.
Always look for vehicles backing up when crossing driveways, and look for traffic at
every driveway and intersection.
Cross only at corners or marked crosswalks. Never cross in the middle of the road
unsupervised.
Walk with a friend when possible.
When you are near the street, don't push, shove, or chase other walkers.
If any bullying happens during your walk, talk to your parents and teacher.
Ask your parents/guardians to help you pick a safe route to school - one that avoids
dangers. Stick to the route you picked with your parents. Don't let friends talk
you into shortcuts that are more dangerous.
When determining your safe walking route to school, limit the number of street
crossings, and avoid crossing busy or high-speed streets.

Carlisle and Hartford Elementary Absence Reminder
Parents of students who know they will be absent must notify the office prior to the absence. If advance notification is not possible, parents must notify the Carlisle Elementary office at 989-0339 or the Hartford Upper Elementary office 989-0316 on the day of the absence prior
to 8:30 a.m. The office has an answering machine for this purpose
which can be utilized at any time. If notification is not received, the office attempts to contact the parents at their emergency number.
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CHS Wildcat Way Winners

From left: Connor Smalley-12th, Josie Nordhagen-11th,
Joseph Fisk-10th, Ashton White-9th

Chili Fundraiser—February 9
The Lion's Club of Carlisle and the Dollars for
Scholars Chapter will be offering a Chili Feed at
the February 9th Girl's and Boy's Basketball
Game! We will have HOT chili for a cold night
along with desserts for a $5 donation.
Please help us raise money for a scholarship to
be given to one of our graduating Seniors at
Awards night in May!

5

Congratulations Large Group Speech

Congratulations to Improv and the Choral Reading groups—Voices and The Day the
Crayons Quit (pictured) for scoring a top rating at the district contest on Saturday,
January 20. The groups will perform again at the state contest on Saturday, February
3 at Waukee High School.

Reminder—District illness Policy
In order to decrease the chance for spreading illness to others at school, please keep your
child home if he/she has:
• Had a temperature of 100 degrees or more in the past 24 hours. Students should remain
at home until their temperature is normal for 24 hours without fever-reducing medication (acetaminophen and ibuprofen).
• Vomiting or diarrhea in the past 24 hours. Students should remain home for 24 hours
after the last vomiting or diarrhea episode. This will help eliminate children returning to
school while still ill.
• A bacterial infection (strep throat, etc.) that has not been treated with antibiotic for 24
hours.
• The regulations set by the Iowa Department of Public Health are the guidelines used to
determine exclusion and re-admittance of students with communicable diseases (chicken
pox, impetigo, conjunctivitis, etc .
For more information regarding your child’s health, please visit our Nurse’s webpage
at Carlisle Community Schools Nurse.
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Upcoming Activities:


Lil Cheer Night: Friday, February 9 during the halftime of the girls
game. Please note the date change.



Basketball Senior Night: Friday, February 9, during our home games
vs. Carroll. Both girls and boys senior players will be recognized between the varsity games at approximately 7:15 p.m.

DFS PEACH AFFAIR—March 24
We are looking for individuals or school groups that would like to decorate a table for the Peach Affair that will be held on Saturday, March 24.
The theme this year is Decades. If you would like to decorate a table,
please contact Tami Lambson via email at tami2girls@aol.com or call
(text) 515-480-1615.
The PEACH Affair is a fun night with great food and wonderful auction
items to bid on. The Peterson Blanchard Spectacle ( ’94 Alumni) will be
playing from 4:30 p.m.—5:30 p.m., and then our DJ will play songs
throughout the evening from the decades. CHS students will be serving
the dinner. Mark your calendars and plan to join us for this fun evening!
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The Carlisle Boys' and Girls’ Track & Field online team store are now open!
Go to https://carlisleboystrackfield.itemorder.com
to view/order boys track apparel.
Go to https://store.thegraphicedge.com/eFlyer/
main.asp?stid=carlislegirlstrack18 to view/order
girls track apparel.
The online stores will remain open until midFebruary.
Thank you for your support of our track and field program!

FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE IS COMING!
The Father-Daughter Dance is scheduled for Saturday, February 10 in
the High School Commons. Girls in Kindergarten through 5th grade are
invited to attend and be escorted by their father or other important
adult male relative or friend. The dance will be held from 6:30 p.m. –
8:30 p.m. and includes treats, face painting ($5 payable to the painter),
a dance contest, crafts, a corsage and a photograph. Registration
forms have been sent home through the school and may be returned to
their teacher. PLEASE place the signed form and payment in a sealed
envelope with the teacher’s name and grade written on the outside.
Parents may also register and pay online at https://
carlislealumni.wikispaces.com/father.
Volunteers are needed to bring cookies and bars as well as decorating
and clean-up help. You can sign up to bring THREE dozen cookies here
https://goo.gl/forms/wMUcMbwcE8dGbJTR2 or you may email us at carlisleiaalumni@gmail.com to volunteer for this outstanding event which
promotes family values and raises money for the alumni scholarship
fund!
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Dear Parents and Guardians:
In the event of an unscheduled school closing, delay or early/late dismissal it is
our goal to notify the community in an efficient and timely manner. We know
our decision to close schools in poor weather has a big effect on families. We
also believe students benefit both academically and socially by being in school.
We will balance these factors with factors of student safety when it comes to
decisions regarding school closing. Please take a few minutes to review the
school closing procedures listed below. Please visit our website for more information on the different types of weather closings.
How is the public notified? You can check on weather related notices by:
The homepage of our website (www.carlislecsd.org ) will be updated with delay
or cancellation information.
Email, Phone and Text notification from Carlisle School District via Infinite
Campus Messenger:
In the event of a school cancellation or delay, Infinite Campus will be the primary communication tool used by the district. Families will receive communication in the form of a phone call, email, and, after opting in, a text message.
We ask that parents/guardians update their information on the Infinite Campus Parent Portal under Contact Preferences. Please note, you must select
text messaging to receive Text Alerts.
Checking Media Outlets for Weather Notices:
Television Stations:
WHO TV Channel 13
Radio Stations:
1040 AM
100.3 FM

KCCI Channel 8 WOI Channel 5

107.5 FM

106.3 FM

KDSM FOX 17

1460 AM

Social/Internet Media:
Des Moines Register Online or KCCI Online or WHO Online
twitter: @bryceamos & @Carlilse_CSD
Download: 13Now Smartphone App
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96.5 FM

LUNCH MENU
DAY

Monday,
January 29

Tuesday,
January 30

Wednesday,
January 31

Thursday,
February 1

Friday,
February 2

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

ALA CARTE

Cereal

Chicken Patty Sandwich
Steamed Carrots
Broccoli / Cauliflower Mix
Strawberries / Applesauce
Rice Krispie Treat

Crispito

Hot Dog
French Fries
Corn
Banana
Mandarin Oranges

Bread Stick

Pancake &
Sausage on a
Stick

Breakfast Pizza

Egg and Sausage

Donut

K-5
Pepperoni Pizza
6-12
Pepperoni / Taco Pizza
All Grades
Romaine Lettuce
Green Beans
Mixed Fruit / Pears
Ham & Cheese Sandwich
Au Gratin Potatoes
Baked Beans
Grapes / Applesauce
Cookie
K-3
Pancakes
Hashbrowns
Yogurt
4-12
Grilled Cheese Sandwich
Tomato Soup
Celery / Carrot Sticks
All Grades
Apple / Peaches
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Egg Roll

Garlic Cheese
Bread

Pizza

For community happenings, please click the
Community News link below:
Community News Page

Warren County 4-H Soup Supper—January 27
Carlisle Soccer Club registration deadline extended to January 28
HEAL Point in Time Count—January 31
Carlisle Girls Softball Registration
APEX Winter Clinics
Central College Baseball Camps
Amy Uthus Art Classes
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