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Mark Your Calendars Art Makes a Difference
Early Release Day ............................. Feb 15
Winter Break No School .................Feb 20-24
Jumprope for Heart begins................... Feb 6
SAIL Parent night ................................ Feb 7
Because of Winn Dixie Movie Night..... Feb 10
Crazy hair & sock day...................... March 2
Dress like your
favorite book character.................... March 3
Art of Literacy Night......................... March 3
Incoming K parent night................... March 7
Kids Club Round #3.........................March 14
Parent Teacher Conferences.... March 15 & 17
Report cards go home ................... March 21

Happy New Year in
Different Languages

English: Happy New Year
Spanish: Feliz ano nuovo
Japanese:Akemashiteomedetogozaimasu
Italian:Felice anno nuovo
French: Bonne annee
Hawaiian: Hayi oli makahiki hou
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Ever wonder how the Great Falls Empty
Bowl project began? Well, let me tell you!
Art teacher, Mrs. Rimkunas started making
pottery bowls with her art classes. She knew
about the international project, The Empty
Bowl Project because it was a way to fight
hunger and promote compassion. The Empty
Bowl Project has been going on for over 25
years! Mrs. Rimkunas said, “I wanted to find
a way that my students could live the word
compassion!”
Mrs. Rimkunas said, “I saw a famous
artist doing this project and I was inspired to
do it with my students.” So Mrs. Rimkunas
thought that she could teach compassion to
her students and be a part of this great international project at our school.
A way for elementary students to contribute is to help end the hunger that exists
right here in Gorham. The Gorham Food
Pantry is a place where families can get the
food if they need it. Mrs Rimkunas said, “the
Gorham Food Pantry is such an important
place in Gorham.” She wanted our students to
make a difference and help them out.
So all K-5 students created a pottery bowl
during their art class. Mrs. Rimkunas taught
the students about being kind and what
it means to give to others. She shared the

project with all the students. Mrs. Rimkunas
asked parents to support the project by making a donation in any amount to purchase
their child’s bowl made during art class.
All the money collected would go towards fighting hunger in Gorham. Because of
this project, Great Falls donated $1,500 to the
Gorham Food Pantry. Donating the money
was great, but that’s not all. Mrs. Rimkunas
states, “ we didn’t just donate money to the
Gorham Food Pantry, we also made and
shared ATCs (Artist Trading Cards) with
encouraging messages.” The cards were given
out to visitors to the Gorham Food Pantry
to lift spirits during the holiday season and
beyond.
Mrs. Rimkunas shared that she wanted
everyone to know that “kindness counts at
Great Falls!”

Precepts…Everyone
Should Know
by Ryan Morrill, 4th Grade

1. Let us be grateful to the people who 		
		 make us happy, they are like the
		 charming gardeners who make our
		souls blossom. -Marcel Proust
2. There are no shortcuts to a place
		worth going. -Beverly Sills
3. When it’s dark be the one who
		 turns on the light. -Joseph
4. I feel that every human mind feels
		 pleasure in doing good to another.
		-Thomas Jefferson
5. One little word can light up some
		one’s day. -Ainsley
6. Always smile -Ryan Morrill
7. If you want kindness, give kindness
Source: 365 days of wonder (Mr. browne’s
book of precepts) by:R.J. Palacio
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Because of
Winn Dixie

Superintendent Perry, is our
Guest Reader at Great Falls
Elementary School
on Thursday, January 19, 2017.
We all will complete the book
as soon as Friday, February 3, 2017

New Year’s Resolutions
Abby: Be silly but, know when to stop and
stop. In school, I want to be quieter person.
Andre: To sleep in more.
Brooklyn: To lose my stage fright.
Dylan: To play video games from 8PM to
12AM.
Adam: To get better at rubiks cube.
Ryan: To make this the best 2017 it can be.
Mrs. McColl: I am going to say “I love you”
more often to my family and to check in
with friends more often in 2017.
Jonathan: To run on the eliptical more .
Aiden: To make better book choices for
myself.
Payson: To draw more pictures.
Logan: I will read a lot.
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Introducing Carlos the Courageous Crocodile
by Abigail Chamberlin, 4th Grade

Unique Species
by Anthony Jordan and
Zach Cupps, 5th Grade

LAMPREY

Animal Planet

BRITANNICA.COM

• They are 6 to 40 inches long
• They eat flesh and drink blood
• They lay their eggs right before they die
The Code of Conduct song, written by Lincoln Gray, has characters representing the
elements of Great Falls’ Code of Conduct.
Lincoln Gray, happens to be, our own music
teachers’, Mrs. Mosey’s son. The characters are
the following:

Billy the Responsible Bunny
Ricky the Respectful Raccoon
Kiki the Compassionate Kangaroo
Ollie the Honest Octopus, and now we’ve
met Carlos the Courageous Crocodile!
http://www.softschools.com/facts/animals/spiny_bush_viper_facts/920/

4th Grade News

Mrs. Stanley and Mrs. Sedanka’s Classes

Gift/Coin Drive

Farewell…

During the months of November and
December in 2016, Mrs. Stanley and Mrs.
Sedenka’s classes held a gift drive. They
chose to sponsor a family with four children
that was in need during the holiday season.
Each child in the family had a wish/need
list. Thanks to the generosity of both classrooms they were able to give to the family
everything that was on each child’s wish/
need list, and had enough money from their
coin drive to sponsor another family.
And there folks is an inspiring story to
tell you that one person (or two classes) can
make a big difference.

The 4th graders of Stanley/Sedenka
have just said goodbye to Mrs. Stanley. We
also said goodbye to many of the teaching
interns. We all hope that the interns become
very successful teachers because they certainly have brightened and opened doors of
possibilities in different ways for all of us.
Mrs. Stanley has welcomed baby number
two Nell Kathleen into the world and we
hear that both are doing very well. While
Mrs. Stanley is out Mrs. Bishop is doing a
great job filling in. We are thankful that
Mrs. Bishop is for filling in for Mrs. Stanley’s
because we are already familiar with her
because she worked in the school’s library.

by Ryan Morrill, 4th Grade

by Brooklyn Sandstrom, 4th Grade

BUSH VIPER

• They are one of the smallest species of snake
• Nocturnal creatures
• They live in the tree tops of Africa
• The Bush Vipers scales are very sharp
• Venom antidote does not exist
PANDAANT.ORG

PANDA ANTS

• Panda ants are actually wasps
		
• They live in Mexico and Southwestern
United States
• The young ones will eat the pupas near it
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“Save the loons so we don’t lose their tunes!
Robots, technology, all systems go!”
by Zeke Lockman, 5th Grade
What is FIRST LEGO League?
Tomorrow’s innovators practice imaginative thinking and teamwork. Guided by adult
Coaches, FIRST LEGO League teams research
a real-world problem such as food safety,
recycling, energy, etc., and are challenged to
develop a solution. They also must design,
build, program a robot using LEGO MINDSTORMS® technology, then compete on a
table-top playing field.
It all adds up to tons of fun while they learn
to apply science, technology, engineering, and
math concepts (STEM), plus a big dose of
imagination, to solve a problem. Along their
discovery journey, they develop critical thinking and team-building skills, basic STEM
applications, and even presentation skills, as
they must present their solutions with a dash
of creativity to judges. They also practice the
Program’s signature Core Values.

That’s the cheer FLL team 1424 All SySTEMs Go recited at the South Portland qualifier and the state champs. In South Portland,
they placed 9th and won a programming
award. In Augusta, they placed 29th and won
a medal for participating. The members were
from: Gorham Middle School (Jude Huckaby,
Graham Henderson, Trevon Macomber and
John McColl, artist), Great Falls (Zeke Lockman, Jonathan Stein, Noah Kennedy, Dayton
Crockett), Narragansett (Finn Henderson)
and Village (Gabe Badeau, Jackson Brassard
and Tyler Bartick)
They started it all with just some ideas from
having fun with programming.

Riddles from Abby

1. What word sounds the same with the first letter
gone, the last letter gone and the middle letter gone?
2. What is at the end of a rainbow?

Donald Trump officially becomes the
45th President of the United States of
America on January 20, 2017

Candy Brain Teaser
by Dylan Cummings, 5th Grade

Two fathers and two sons
walk into a candy store.
Each of them gets a lollipop
and each lollipop costs $1.50.
Their total was $4.50.
How is this possible?

comic by Jon Stein

3. What gets wet the more it dries?

1. Empty 2. The letter “W” 3. A towel

