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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

I

Dear Residents:
hope you had an enjoyable and safe
winter break. On behalf of the
Grandview Heights Schools staff, we
are happy to welcome our students
back to their classrooms to continue this
great school year.

Harrison Planning
Group revealed
that it will cost a
staggering $44
million to address
our deferred
maintenance and current capital
improvement needs.

A lot has happened since you received our
fall newsletter and we are thrilled to share
For nearly two years now, we
the stories of our
have been doing research,
students’ educational
We have updated our
providing building tours to
journeys and
Facilities Planning Process
residents, meeting with the
continued success.
Calendar and have included
community-led Facilities Task
The most recent
it in this newsletter. Please
Force, and hosting communityState Report Card
consider making time to
wide meetings. We have updated
results show that
attend these meetings.
our Facilities Planning Process
Grandview Heights
Calendar and have included it in
Schools continues to
this newsletter. Please consider
be among the top school districts in the
making time to attend these meetings.
state and our district, once again, received
Community participation is the most
the highest Performance Index Score in
important part of this process. No decisions
Franklin County.
have been made and it is your input that
Stevenson Elementary is one of only five
helps guide the work that will shape the
schools statewide to receive the “All A”
options and final plan. Any decision about
Award for earning straight A’s on their
the future of our school buildings will be
2015-2016 Ohio School Report Card.
locally defined and reflect the desires of
Congratulations to Principal Angie Ullum
the community.
and to her staff and students!
Thank you for your continued support of
In addition,
our great schools. I also hope that many of
Grandview
you will attend the Grandview Heights/
Heights Schools
Marble Cliff Education Foundation GALA
is one of 433
2017 on Saturday, February 18. The
school districts to
Education Foundation provides significant
earn a spot on
and meaningful educationally-oriented
@CollegeBoard’s
grants to our schools and community.
7th Annual AP® District Honor Roll. We
To learn more, visit www.ghmcef.org.
are proud to be among the top school
Sincerely,
districts in the United States and Canada!
As we move into 2017, the facilities
planning process continues. This process will
be what determines the future of our school
buildings. An assessment conducted by the

Andrew K. Culp
Superintendent
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Kindergarten, Summer
Childcare Registrations
Open February 6

Beginning Monday, February 6, 2017,
Kindergarten registration packets will be
available in the Registrar’s office located
inside Grandview Heights High School at
1587 West Third Avenue. For more
information, visit www.ghcsd.org or call
614-485-4016.

Online registration for 2017 summer
childcare for current families will begin on
February 6, 2017. Open enrollment begins
February 27.
Registration for the 2017-2018 school year
before- and after-school childcare
program begins in April. Families must
register separately for the summer and
school year programs. For more
information, visit www.ghcsd.org or call
614-485-4040.
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Wellness for Life

TOWER GARDENS HELP STUDENTS LEARN AND GROW

W

hile exploring ways to
enhance our K-12 Wellness
for Life curriculum,
an opportunity literally
knocked at the door.

“The Tower Gardens were
brought to my attention by
someone going door to door in my neighborhood. I had
been thinking about a farm-to-school approach for several
years now, but never found an item to meet our needs as a
whole,” said Carol Hamilton, Director of Food Services.
Farm-to-school programs enrich the connection
communities have with fresh, healthy food and local food
producers by changing food purchasing and education
practices at schools. It fits perfectly with the Wellness for Life
curriculum at Grandview Heights Schools which combines
teaching and learning, food and nutrition services,
counseling, athletics, extracurriculars, the Health and Wellness
Center, and community partnerships for a holistic student
learning experience.
Nine Tower Gardens can be found throughout the district where
students are growing and harvesting produce year round including
lettuces, arugula, and basil. Students are involved in starting the
plants, setting the light and water timers, adding chemicals as
needed, and harvesting the plants. The plants are organic and the

tower itself is designed from the same materials used by NASA.
Produce grown will be incorporated into our cafeteria offerings, such
as salads and
sandwich toppings.
“We are still in the
beginning stages, but I
am hopeful that we
are very successful
and can be a model to
other districts that are
not currently
participating in the
farm-to-school
program,” said
Hamilton.
Our Wellness for Life
Team views the
cafeteria as a learning lab for life. This environment is where students
will put “theory into practice” when evaluating and selecting foods
that will nourish their mind, body, and spirit. “We want our students
to begin evaluating and thinking deeply about the choices they
make around food and nutrition. In partnership with the farm-toschool program, we will be building, planting, sustaining, and
harvesting from Raised Bed Gardens at our schools in 2017, “ said Dr.
Jamie Lusher, Chief Academic Officer.

A Different Kind of Class Action

MOCK TRIAL PROGRAM APPEALS TO GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

D

ue to a generous grant from
the Kirkpatrick Jordan
Foundation, Grandview
Heights High School
students now have a Mock Trial Team.
English and Social Studies teachers Joe
Hecker and Evan Smith, respectively, are
the team advisors. The mock trial
program, sponsored by the Ohio Center
for Law Related Education (OCLRE),
allows participants to improve critical
thinking, reading, writing, public
speaking, and listening skills while
developing an understanding and
appreciation for the law, court
procedures, and the judicial system.
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Middle School Students Train with First Responder

L

arson Middle School students learned CPR
and how to operate an automated
external defibrillator (AED) from a true first
responder. Captain and Safety Officer Dan
Fancey of the Grandview Heights Fire Department
demonstrated how to use and operate an AED and
shared some of his personal experiences as an
emergency first responder with the students.

Stevenson Elementary Science Day Fills the Imagination

T

he Stevenson Elementary staff and PTO partnered to offer
students a day filled with science and learning. Students
explored simple machines, principles of flight, stars and

constellations, soil conservation, taste and smell, and animal
relationships. The cardboard challenge was also a great way for
students to imagine and create.

Facility Planning Process Update

BOARD OF EDUCATION SELECTS FACILITY PLANNER FRANK LOCKER

A

t the December 20,
2016, Board of
Education
meeting, the
Grandview Heights Schools
Board of Education approved
Frank Locker Educational
Planning to help facilitate
and guide conversations with
the community regarding the
facility planning process.
“Frank Locker is a nationally
and internationally
renowned expert in educational facilities planning, working with school
districts, governments, and non-profits across the nation and world,”

stated Eric Bode, member of the community-led Facilities Task Force,
which helped district leaders make the recommendation to hire
Dr. Locker. “We look forward to working with him to continue the
conversations around the need to come up with a plan to address our
aging school buildings.”
Previous research has shown that deferred maintenance and capital
improvements needed to address our facilities is estimated to be $44
million dollars. This amount will exceed the district’s existing facilities
maintenance budget.
The next step in the planning process included a diverse, inclusive, and
representative group of teachers, administrators, students, parents, and
community leaders engaging in a two-day Educational Visioning
process on January 14 and 21.
The sessions, facilitated by Dr. Locker, included interaction in small work
groups, slide and video presentations, and whole group discussions that
centered on educational research, initiatives, best practices, and the
tradition and culture of Grandview Heights Schools. The outcomes of
these sessions will help guide the next phase of the facilities planning
process which will include building options.
For more information, visit our Facility Planning page at www.ghcsd.org,
email superintendent@ghcsd.org, or call 614-485-4015.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS SCHEDULE

R

PAID

egular meetings of the Grandview Heights Schools
Board of Education are generally held on the third
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Grandview
Heights High School Brotherhood of Rooks Media Center,
1587 West Third Avenue. Please visit www.ghcsd.org for the
most up-to-date meeting schedule, Board member contact
information, and Board policies.

GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION

COLUMBUS, OHIO
PERMIT NO. 1213

GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS
1587 WEST THIRD AVENUE
COLUMBUS, OH 43212

From left (seated): Debbie Brannan, Vice President Stephanie Evans, Melissa
Palmisciano; (standing): Superintendent Andy Culp, Grant Douglass, President
Jesse Truett, and Treasurer Beth Collier.
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GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS FINANCIAL FORECAST

Unpredictable State Funding, Facilities Maintenance Remain Greatest Challenges

T

House Bill 920, enacted in
1976, reduces “effective”
millage on voted tax levies
so that, as property values
increase, essentially no
increase in revenue is
realized by school districts.

he Grandview
Heights Schools
board of education
recently approved
the five-year financial forecast
for the district. Not only is it
an important financial
planning tool, it also offers
community members an open
and honest review of school
district finances and
operations.

Revenues to Grandview
Heights Schools come mainly
from state and local funds, and
over the next few years, we
anticipate minimal growth in
funding from these important revenue sources. Over 70% of our revenues
come from local property taxes and although property values in the
school district have continued to increase in recent years, it is important
to note that increases in property values have very little overall effect on
tax revenue for our schools. House Bill 920, enacted in 1976, reduces
“effective” millage on voted tax levies so that, as property values increase,
essentially no increase in revenue is realized by school districts.
GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

State funding represents 20% of district revenues,
which means it is a significant area of risk to
revenue. The risk comes in Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 and
beyond if the currently adopted funding formula is
changed to reduce funding to our district in a future
state budget. In addition, state funding support for
the elimination of the tangible personal property (TPP) tax continues to
be phased-down and, as a result, Grandview Heights Schools will realize a
decrease of approximately $93,000 in TPP replacement funds from FY
2016 to FY 2017.
Our schools also face a financial risk as we work to maintain our aging
school facilities. Last year, our schools underwent a facilities evaluation.
Our buildings range from 50 to over 100 years old and despite our best
efforts, maintaining facilities well beyond their lifespan is becoming more
costly every year. We are currently engaging our community in a Facilities
Planning Process to analyze and gather feedback on this issue. We
encourage all residents to be a part of this important conversation as we
seek to develop a plan to provide excellent schools as efficiently and
effectively as possible for our taxpayers.

Beth Collier, CPA
Treasurer
WINTER 2017
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Help Us Shape THE FUTURE OF GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS
FAC I L I T Y P L A N N I N G P RO C E S S

Safe, modern, and efficient school buildings are important to student success. In Grandview
Heights Schools, we have a proud tradition of excellence in the classroom, however our
current facilities are not able to keep our desired ability to provide a 21st Century education
in the most economical way for taxpayers.
Despite our maintenance staff’s best efforts to maintain our school facilities, we have
building structures that are old and beyond their useful lives. In fact, our research has
shown that it would cost $44 million dollars to simply make the necessary upgrades to our
school buildings–a staggering amount that will exceed our existing budget and a
significant threat to our district’s financial future.
Grandview Heights Schools has embarked on a multi-step process to review the current
state of all of our buildings. The goal of this plan is to determine if our school buildings are
up to standards when it comes to student learning and safety, and to also ensure we are
spending taxpayer dollars wisely when it comes to maintaining our aging buildings.
Grandview Heights Schools is exploring ALL options for our school buildings and no
decisions have been made at this time. The community engagement process will create
options which will then be vetted and narrowed down to a preferred option for the future.
This is why it is so vital that all residents participate in this process and help shape the
future of our schools for generations to come.

Help Us Shape the Future. JOIN THE CONVERSATION.
Ensuring that our Grandview Heights Schools students have access to a 21st Century
learning environment, one that they will encounter in today’s colleges and the workforce,
is vital to their success. We must also ensure we use our facility funds in the most efficient
manner possible for taxpayers. We will keep you informed as our planning work continues.
In the meantime if you have any questions, email us at superintendent@ghcsd.org or call
(614) 485-4015.
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ASSESSMENT & VISIONING

OPTIONS DEVELOPMENT

FINAL
REPORT

Community Engagement Meeting #4*
Grandview Heights High School Building Tour
Athletic Facilities Tour (GHHS)

Community Engagement Meeting #5*
Annex Building Tour (EI/LMS)
Community Engagement Meeting #6*
Community Engagement Meeting #7*

FINAL REPORT Presentation to Board of Education

WEDNESDAY - FEB 22, 2017

TUESDAY - MAR 14, 2017

WEDNESDAY - APR 26, 2017

MONDAY - MAY 1, 2017

TUESDAY - MAY 2, 2017

THURSDAY - JUN 8, 2017

THURSDAY - AUG 3, 2017

TUESDAY - SEPT 19, 2017

*Community Engagement Meetings are held in the John Glenn Community Center – EI/LMS Commons
Facility Planning Process updates are shared at Board of Education meetings. Visit www.ghcsd.org for meeting dates and times.

Edison Intermediate/Larson Middle School Building Tour

Day-long Educational Visioning Meeting (GHHS)

Community Engagement Meeting #3

Day-long Educational Visioning Meeting (GHHS)

Community Engagement Meeting #2

Stevenson Elementary Building Tour

WEDNESDAY - FEB 15, 2017

SATURDAY - JAN 21, 2017

SATURDAY - JAN 14, 2017

WEDNESDAY - JAN 11, 2017

Community Engagement Calendar - REVISED

Grandview Heights Schools Facilities Planning Process

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:00 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

8:00 AM-2:30 PM

8:00 AM-2:30 PM

6:30 PM

