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STANDARDIZED TESTING
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Is it a Viable Measurement for Students’ Intelligence?
Sam Ramirez | Reporter
Uncertainty is endemic when it
comes to evaluating a student’s academic performance based on their
grades alone. No school system is the
same, so a student’s grades in school
may not reflect their abilities or their
level of college readiness. Standardized
tests exist to equalize the differences
between schools: the tests are the
same, they are graded the same way,
and so the grades released are objective.
Every high school student in the
country understands that some teachers grade more harshly than others,
and some classes are just harder than
others. And since no two teachers are
identical, the difficulty of any particular class is also unbalanced between
schools. The junior physics class in one
school could be impossibly hard, while
the same class at another school is a

Travis Lindemann | Reporter
complete joke. These differences make
school grades a relatively unreliable
means of comparing two students.
However, on a standardized test,
there is no room for discrepancy. The
tests are all the same, and the way
they are graded is entirely transparent.
The SAT, ACT, and AP tests all offer a
score that colleges can trust, and this
makes it much easier to compare one
student to another.
It’s true that grades can be a good
indication of how hard a student is
willing to work, and how consistent
they are in keeping with their classes,
but this is still far from a complete
picture of a student’s abilities. Standardized tests offer clear evidence
of a student’s college readiness, and
so they should (and will) remain an
integral part of the college admission
process.

Standardized performance tests,
used to evaluate the knowledge of a
student, consists of commonly taught
subjects. In theory, the test scores
students fairly since all are the same.
In reality, standardized testing is ridiculously unfair and has turned into a
convenient and controversially profitable program.
First, the atmosphere and quality
of the test is not as equal as originally
thought. Some students are known
to be ‘good test takers’ compared to
others who have anxiety when tested,
especially when timed. They do not
think as efficiently and consequently
underperform. This allows students
who put forth no effort in school, but
are very smart, to still score the same
or higher than a driven student of
equal intelligence. The top students in
a class are not always the brightest, but

more often are the most driven. Testing is their Kryptonite and that weakness is exploited through testing.
The AP and SAT tests range from
sixty to ninety dollars each. Millions
of students take these tests each year.
When each student pays that fee, combined with the school’s ‘membership’
fee, College Board, makers of the SAT
and AP tests, rakes in over $520 million per year. Officially College Board
is a nonprofit, however, no one really
knows where the surplus $70 to $80
million goes each year. When millions
of dollars are being pumped into this
program, the objective is no longer to
fairly test students, but to make the
most money. The system isn’t fair to
the student’s minds or their wallets,
and it is time to find a more efficient
way to scale intelligence.
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Halle Berry Stars in Action-Packed Thriller
Brian Mooney | Reporter
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Halle Berry and Abigail Breslin star
in the action packed thriller, The Call.
After the abduction of two innocent young girls, veteran 911 operator Jordan Turner (Berry) fights to
redeem herself and the life of a third
victim, Casey Welson (Breslin). The

‘Edge Fest’ Music Festival Coming April 27
Hunter Thompson | Reporter
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film is lively and without any shortage
of suspense. Berry, despite the weird
poodle-like tuft of hair on the top of
her head, delivers an intense performance that keeps the audience on the
edges of their seats. This is a must see
movie for any thrill seekers.

This year marks the 23rd anniversary of ‘Edge Fest’ a popular Dallas
music festival put on by 102.1, ‘The
Edge’. It takes place April 27 at FC
Dallas Stadium and the ticket price is
between $40 and $70.
‘Edge Fest’ never ceases to amaze,
hosting big names in the past such as
“The Black Keys”, “Neon Trees”, and
“Weezer”. This year’s lineup appears

to be yet another great one, including
“Phoenix”, “Paramore”, “AWOLNATION”, “Capitol Cities”, and “Youngblood Hawke”. There will also be a
pre-party at Verizon Theatre on the
25th featuring “The Lumineers”.
These bands are sure to put on a
great live show, and for the ticket price,
it is practically a steal.

‘The Host’ Book Review
Kylie Holt | Senior Editor
Stephanie Meyer. Author of cheesy
supernatural love triangles, right? Inspiration of even cheesier movies with
unfortunately attractive actors, right?
Right, but oh so wrong.
The Host is Meyer’s latest piece,
written after the Twilight series but
released between publications in 2008.
The novel takes place in the future
where a brilliant alien species, the
Souls, have taken over Earth and are
wiping out the human race to save the

planet. Human bodies are then implanted with a Soul, which are generally able to take over—or not.
Though sci-fi isn’t exactly where
Meyer was predicted to turn next, The
Host has been executed wonderfully.
The pages flip like butter until there’s
nothing left and the reader realizes
how unsatisfying the ending is. Not in
a bad way, just in an ‘I-need-more’ way
that makes the book that much more
captivating.
Read the book before the movie.

The History of Testing from Beginning to Grave
Sarah Williams | Graphic Designer
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Prom 2013
Classy Couture Highlights the Night

For months, students plan the
perfect prom.
The perfect dress, the perfect tux,
and the perfect date—but there’s a lot
of effort that goes into landing that
perfect girl or boy.
Finding a date for prom was no
different for students this year. In fact,
many went above and beyond the
normal expectations.
“Maddie really likes music and I
do too,” senior Hunter Thompson said.
“Since it’s both one of our hobbies, I
decided to write a song I could sing
asking her to prom.”

Of course, junior Maddie Moseley
said yes and could not be more pleased
with how she was asked to the dance
this year.
“He had waited a long time to ask
me,” Moseley said. “So when he told
me to come over to his house I kind of
knew what was going on. But he was
so nervous, I thought it was adorable.”
However, Hunter was not the only
one to come up with a special way to
ask his girlfriend to prom.
“When I left the school there were
three boxes in front of my car,” prom
Queen Audra Webbe said. “I opened

the first two and balloons flew out with
signs on them, but when I opened the
third, Nathan jumped out of the box. It
was definitely a surprise.”
While it took Hunter days to write
his song for Maddie, planning how to
ask Audra was easy for Nathan.
“I saw a video on YouTube of a guy
dancing and then he popped out of a
box,” prom King Nathan Dealy said.
“So I figured I could pop out of a box
too. Planning what to do took me a
matter of minutes. Getting everything
together, on the other hand, took a
couple of days.”

Luckily, all of the planning that
went into getting the perfect dates this
year paid off.
“Prom was one of the more fun
dances I’ve been to in my four years
of high school,” Thompson said. “I
actually thought the music was good,
it was a cool atmosphere. I liked the
setup and the party favors were cool
too. I don’t think I would’ve changed
anything about it.”
Photos left: King Nathan Dealy, Queen Audra
Webbe; Nakota Raines, Chance Bode, Curtis Vander
Stoep; Ashley Book and Travis Lindemann; Bottom
Right: Terry Moore, Brandon Boyzuick, teacher
Matt Damiani, and Tyler Gibson. Photos by S. Short
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Baseball Clinches District with Victory Over Celina
Stefan Deshazo | Reporter

Finishing up the regular season
24-3 and 7-1 in the district, baseball
has clinched another trip to the playoffs. The Eagles won their most recent
game against Aubrey 4-1 and finished
the regular season with an 11-4 victory
against Celina.
In comparison to last year, the
boys have come together as a team and
built relationships on and off the field.
“This year, all the players are pulling the same weight,” Coach Ricky
Griffin said. “This team seems to like

each other more than any team we
have ever had.”
With playoffs around the corner,
the team looks to finish the regular
season strong and start preparing for
the approaching playoff games.
“I think we can go far in the playoffs,” sophomore Cutter McDonald
said. “Our seniors have really carried
us this season and we have learned to
play a lot better as a team.”
Due to the unpredictable weather,
scheduling practices and getting field
time has had an effect on the team.
“The weather has been the most
challenging part of the year,” Griffin said. “It’s hard to schedule around
weather and we haven’t worked out
as much as I’d like to, but we have a
veteran team and it is possible to make
easy adjustments.”
Seniors Seth Jones, Landon Rogers, Dillon Harp, Davis Coghlan, and
Jared Byer lead the team for their final
run as seniors.

“They’re all RBI producers and
play key positions defensively,” Griffin
said. “All five of them of them have really contributed to our success.”

As the season comes to an end, the
graduating seniors are cherishing their
last season.

Season Ends with Senior’s Home-Run Against Celina
Elizabeth Roden & Kylie Holt | Reporters

Round two of the District UIL
softball games began April 8 with a
win against Carrollton Ranchview. The
final score was 9-3, tying the team for
second place in District. Having not
made playoffs since 2010, the game on
April 19 against Celina was crucial to
the outcome of the season.
After the first game against
Ranchview on March 22, which went
5-extra-innings and ended in a one
run loss, the girls were waiting for redemption April 8. They played a strong
defense with no errors and eleven hits.

The highlight of the game was in the
top of the third—with the bases loaded
and two outs—when senior Blair
O’Brien sent the ball flying over the
left field fence.
With playoffs suddenly a possibility, the team began preparing for
Aubrey, a rival they had lost to earlier
in the season.
“Our game against Aubrey will
be a deciding factor,” Coach Natalie
Coonrod said, “I am confident our
girls can pull together and find success.”
The game against Aubrey was a
close loss at 3-5, but a playoff opportunity was still possible if the girls won
against Celina, an opponent they had
already lost to and was ranked first in
the district, April 19.
“As long as we stay focused on the
team goal and play for each other,”
junior Alyssa Bruton said, “everything
will take care of itself.”
The game against Celina was slow

for the Eagles at 2-6 and one person
on base when senior Morgan Thompson got the crowd roaring with a home
run in the sixth inning.
“Hitting that home run on my last
game and on senior night felt unbelievable,” Thompson said. “I remember
asking Sawyer and God to give me
the strength and confidence to get the
last hit. It
meant everything.”
Even
with their
best efforts
this season
and plenty
to be proud
of, the
playoffs
will have to
wait until
2014 due
to the 4-6
defeat.

“Our team has fought all season,”
Coonrod said. “Because of their ‘never
give up’ attitude they were able to fight
for the playoffs. I’m proud of them.”
Top Left: Coach Jeff Harp poses for the camera during a varsity baseball game. Top Right: Varsity baseball team celebrate Brandon Boyzuick’s home-run.
Bottom Left: Morgan Thompson (‘13) looks to make
a play at third base. Bottom Right : Varsity softball
team huddles up before taking the field. Photos by
Matt Garnett and Stacy Short
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Golf and Tennis Head to State Tournaments

The boys varsity golf team show off their region championship trophy at Tanglewood golf course in
Pottsboro, TX. Pictured from left to right: Coach Brady Bell, Blake Lyle, Hunter Thompson, Nick Louy, Lance
Roden, and Colton Katzen. The boys will advance to the state tournament, which will be held on May 2-3
at the Jimmy Clay Golf Course in Austin, TX. Photo by Julie Lyle

Boys double tennis partners Rafael Ortega (left) and Jack Vickery (right), pictured with alternate Luke
McMullen in the middle, display their region championship medals. Jack and Rafael won the region
championship will advance to the state quarter finals on April 29 at Texas A&M with finals being on April
30. Photo by Cindy McMullen

GET IN THE DRIVERS SEAT

3105 Fort Worth Dr.
Denton, TX 76205
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IN-CAR DRIVING LESSONS

Study all online anytime, anyplace

Start behind-the-wheel lessons with us
while you finish our online course
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Shooting for the Stars UIL Academic Team

Region Champs, Heading to State Meet

Kylie Holt | Senior Editor

On Saturday, April
27th from 9 am - 7 pm
‘The 2013 Shoot for the
Stars Festival’ will be held
at Argyle High School.
Festivities include 3 on 3
basketball tournaments,
free throw contests, heart
screenings, blood donations, community vendors,
business vendors, live musical entertainment, food,

and carnival games for the
entire family.
This event will benefit
the Alex Betzhold Memorial Foundation along with
Project Graduation 2015
and will support heart
health awareness.
Information is still
being distributed for
community and business
vendors.

The UIL Academic
team competed at the
region meet at Texas
A&M Commerce on
April 20 and will take
over 25 students to the
state meet May 20-22.
For complete list of
awards go online to
www.TheTalonNews.
com.

Senior Buckley Wallace competed
in news writing where he eared a
1st place medal. Photo by S. Short

Words for Champions

Are you smarter than the statebound UIL spellers?
Ac r o s s
2 . Su r r o u n d i n g s
4 . S pi t
5. Scarce
8. Clear
1 0 . We d g e - s h ap e d
11. Race
1 2 . Ju r or
1 6 . L i fe
1 7 . C of fe e c a k e
Down
1 . C o u n te r c l o c k w i s e
3. Listlessness
6 . D e f a m at i on
7 . Ho o k
9 . Pe r c o l at i n g
13. Sackcloth
14. Deed
1 5 . Jaw

April 18- HS track UIL Area
@ Argyle
April 27- Shoot for the Stars
Alex Betzhold Community Festival
April 26 & 27 – HS Vars.
Track UIL Region II meet @
Commerce Texas A&M
April 30- HS Vars. Girls Softball Bi district
April 29-30- HS Tennis Vars.
State @ TX. A&M
May 2-3- Boys Vars. Golf @
Austin
May 4- HS Baseball Boys
Vars. Bi District
May 10-11-HS Vars. Track
State UIL 3A meet @ Austin
May 11- UIL State Qualifier
@ Argyle
HS Baseball Boys Vars. Area
May 18- HS Vars. Girls softball Regional Semifinals
HS Baseball Boys Vars. Regional Quarterfinals
May 20-22- UIL State Academic Meet @ Austin
May 25- HS Baseball Boys
Vars. Regional Semi-Finals
May 28-30 - Sr. Final Exams
June 1- HS Baseball Boys
Vars. Regional Playoff
June 3-5 - Final Exams
June 5- Senior Breakfast,
Rose Ceremony and Graduation
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