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The Hermit Kingdom? Or the Exploitive Kingdom?

PARNEET BEHNIWAL
editor-in-chief
[forms] of violence” not compensated.” dating back to the
In fact, any true Korean War. The
With ever ris- are not uncommon.
ideal
of working idea of the loyal, the
One
defector
even
ing public concern
over the “unstable stated that “when class citizens seeing wavering, and the
Hermit Kingdom,” [she] was seven justice is quite often hostile classes has
we tend to forget years old, [she] saw thrown out the win- pretty much been
that actual, living [her] first public ex- dow. North Koreans set in stone, and
people inhabit it.
According to
the United Nations (UN), two
in five North
Koreans
are
malnourished.
Of those, twothirds rely heavily upon food
aid. Meanwhile
the 2016 State
Department’s
World
Military
Expenditures and
Arms Transfers
Report finds that
instead of attempting to aid
such horrors, the
country spends
“nearly a quarter
of its gross domestic product
ARTWORK BY MADISON EKARD
(GDP) on” military
alone, a higher per- ecution, but [still] have absolutely no unfortunately treatcentage of GDP than thought [her] life in right to form Unions ment and opporany other country. North Korea was or collectively bar- tunities are grantaccordingly.
If that wasn’t bad [perfectly] normal.” gain. Likewise they ed
see
“long
working
Another
defecThe
UN
estimates
enough, the 2017
hours
with
no
right
tor
told
the
Human
80,000
to
120,000
of
World Report reveals
to
refuse
overtime”
Rights
Watch
“his
North
Koreans
are
even worse realities. It states, “the school forced its and find much of imprisoned in pogovernment
cur- students (aged be- their already poor litical prisons with
tails all basic human tween 10 and 16) to salary being seized nothing to live for
“systematic
rights,”
utilizing work every day to by the government. but
To add to this abuses,”
“meager
“public executions, generate funds to
devastation,
such
pay
government
ofrations,”
“reguarbitrary detention,
treatment
is
only
ficials,
maintain
the
lar
mistreatment,”
and forced labor”
to ensure “fearful school, and make exacerbated by the and “back breakobedience.”
Acts a profit,” and “al- class one is in and ing forced labor.”
[workers the unintended ties
A defector by the
such as “murder, though
one
has,
much
of
were]
theoretically
name
Kim Hye-sook
enslavement,
torwhich
is
decided
entitled
to
a
salary,
stated
that at the age
ture, imprisonment,
rape, and other they were usually by familial history of 13 she was sent to

“camp 18,” a concentration camp where
she would serve 27
years of imprisonment for a crime her
grandfather
committed before her
birth. There
she would
see
more
abuse and
acts of desperate humanity than
one
could
handle for
a lifetime,
among them
lay torture,
starvation,
death, and
even
cannibalism.
To quote
Barbara
Demick,
author
of
Nothing to
Envy: Ordinary Lives in
North Korea,
“Tainted
blood lasts for generations” and affects family “down
to the third degree
of cousins. North
Korea [has taken]
the worst elements
of [any and every]
political system and
combined it into a
very strong totalitarian system.” As a
result people suffer.
Unfortunately
for them, under
the guise of nuclear weaponry they
continue to suffer.

2 IN 5
NORTH
KOREANS
ARE IN
CRITICAL
HEALTH
80,000 TO
120,000 OF
NORTH
KOREANS
ARE
POLITICAL
PRISONERS
NEARLY
100,000
NORTH
KOREANS
WORK
OVERSEAS
IN LABOR
CAMPS
1,000 OR
SO NORTH
KOREANS
DEFECT
EACH YEAR
ROUGHLY
31,000
NORTH
KOREANS
HAVE
DEFECTED
SINCE THE
KOREAN
WAR

news
Pizzagate pedophelia

AUBRIANNA MARTINEZ
insight editor
District

Pizzagate can be
traced back to October
of 2016, and while the
theory never quite disappeared, it certainly
made its way back
into the eyes of the
public in December
when a few Twitter
users accused Chrissy Teigen of being a
part of the conspiracy.
The accusers believed that Chrissy
and her husband were
part of a secret group
of illegal
and gross
activity,
using emojis (among
o t h e r
things)
as
code
for
pedophelia.
These accusations
came from speculation of the photos
on Chrissy Teigen’s
social media involving her daughter
dressed as a hot dog.
She and her husband
exchanged
words for a time
with the people who
claimed that they were
“exposing” the truth
about sex trafficking
when little to no proof
could even be found.
The horrific conspiracy in its original form originated
from emails that were
leaked from John
Podesta,
campaign
manager for Hillary
Clinton. The theory
was then debunked
by the Metropolitan
Police as well as the
Department of the
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Libyan slave trade

KALI MCCAA
Colum- in death threats to em- staff writer

of
bia, and many wellfounded and trustworthy newspapers.
Despite this, there
are people who persevere and continue
to believe based on
emails from John Podesta that included
mentions of food
(namely cheese pizza), that there is a
pedophile
problem
in Washington, specifically within the
Democratic
party.

Fake news sites added
to the fire and picked
up the story, running
with it, just days before the 2016 election.
Though
cheese
pizza seems to be a
harmless phrase to involve in one’s emails,
Podesta was accused
of being involved in
child
pornography,
a group of people on
4chan believed the
name of the food to
be code for the act–
based on the fact that
the first letters are the
same and that alone.
Based on this speculation, people began
“investigating” and
harassed anyone and
everyone who they
believed were connected to the conspiracy. Some even phoned

ployees of a pizza restaurant in Brooklyn.
By December of
2016, a man entered
a restaurant with an
AR-15-style rifle, fired
three times, and demanded to see the
children that were
supposedly in the
basement of the building, except there was
no basement, and
there were no hostage
children. There were
only thin speculations
to go off
of from
leaked
emails
t h a t
conspiracy theorists
claimed
h a d
c o d e
words.
By December of
2017, “investigators”
of Pizzagate still harassed celebrities and
important members
of the Democratic
Party online–for talking about food, posting pictures of food,
or even using food
emojis, being gross
and
horrific
suspects to these conspiracy
theorists.
Even now in late
January, people are
still trying to uncover a debunked
theory that is unfounded. Fake news
sites helped and continue to help spread
this story. Meanwhile
the real and trustworthy ones aren’t
strong enough to put
out the burning fires.

In October of 2017
CNN released a video
of a slave auction taking place in Libya.
There are several places across Libya where
people are being sold.
In the video released by CNN men
were sold for $400,
the auctioneer saying
“Does anybody need a
digger?
This is
a digg e r ,
a
big
strong
m a n ,
he’ll
d i g .
What
am
I
b i d ,
what
am I bid?” After the
auction, CNN met
two of the men who
were sold, but they
were so mortified they
could not speak, and
did not trust anyone.
Afterwards, CNN
interviewed a 21-year
old man named Victory, who is a refugee
from Nigeria, who was
sold at one of these
slave auctions. Victory
spent all of his life savings, and over a year
of time to try and get
to Europe. He made
it to Libya, where
he and many others
would be stopped by
the Libya Coast Guard
before getting a chance
to go to Europe.
He and the other
refugees were then
sent to detention centers where they would
be severely mistreated.
Victory stated, “If you

look at most of the people here, if you check
[their] bodies, you see
the marks. They are
beaten,
mutilated.”
Victory was sold
several times, and
smugglers made his
family pay ransoms.
“I spent a millionplus [Nigerian naira, or $2,780]. My
mother even went
to a couple villages,

borrowing
money
from different couriers to save my life.”
Although many of
Victory’s friends made
it to Europe, he has to
start all over again. “I
could not make it, but
I thank God for the life
of those that make it,”
he explains. “I’m not
happy [however],” he
continues. “I go back
and start back from
square one. It’s very
painful. Very painful.”
The main transport
for refugees hoping
to go to Europe by
sea is Libya, but the
Libyan Coast Guard
has stopped many
boats, which has resulted in almost a
million refugees being held in Libya. The
smugglers who get the
refugees on boats are
stopped by the coast
guards which leaves

the smugglers with
over 100 people; so
the smugglers become
their “masters” and
the people become
their slaves. Currently
CNN knows of 9 areas where slave auctions are happening,
but there are believed
to be many more
and ever growing.
The detention centers where the refugees
are bei n g
held is
overr u n
w i t h
crime,
w i t h
a c counts
of robbery,
rape,
and murder. Among
the crime, the people
are in horrible living conditions, being
described as horrific.
If one would like to
help, they are urged to
do so. One can contact
social media companies and to ban the use
of the smugglers services, for smugglers
have used Facebook
live to show slave auctions and send videos
to the family members
for ransom. Global
Anti-Slavery organizations such as End
Slavery Now, Free the
Slaves, and the Polaris
Project urge action
as well, citing donation as a dire need.
Awareness can also
be raised on any social platform or in inperson interactions so
long as one’s research
is decently accurate.

School shooting at Marshall County High School

KENNETH MILLER
at an area hospital. the wounds. Family Those last few mo- her friend’s backpack
staff writer
On January 23,
2018, at Marshall
County High School,
a 15-year-old boy
armed with a handgun
killed
two
other 15 year olds
and wounded 18
other kids, ranging
from ages 14 to 18.
State police said 14
of the victims were
male and six female.
Police later identified
the two 15-year-old
victims as Bailey Nicole Holt, who died at
the scene, and Preston
Ryan Cope, who died

Further adding to
the report, the police
sadly noted, two of
the wounded were
shot in the head while
16 were wounded
were injured by gunfire. Another four,
previously unlisted,
were hurt while trying to escape, three
of which were listed
in critical condition
at the Vanderbilt
University
Medical Center in Nashville,
Tennessee.
If that weren’t bad
enough, the devastation went beyond

members suffered just
as much. When interviewed by WKRNTV, Bailey Nicole
Holt’s mother said,
“[her daughter] called
[her], and all [she]
could hear was voices and chaos in the
background and [her
daughter]
couldn’t
say anything... [she]
called [Bailey’s] name
over and over and
[Bailey] never responded, so [they]
rushed to the high
school and [the authorities] wouldn’t let
[them] get through.”

ments away from her
daughter, in her most
critical
condition,
were heartbreaking.
In other relations
of yet another victim,
Thompson said her
15-year-old brother,
Shawn called her
from the school in
“a complete panic”
around 8:02 a.m. She
said, “He was yelling:
‘Someone’s shooting!
Someone’s shooting!”
Her 16-year-old sister,
Kristin, added upon
Thompson’s
panic
when she told her
that a bullet pierced

in the commons area.
Thompson
stated
her fears has gone
through the roof.
Countless
other
families
suffered
similarly. If not by
injury or loss, most
definitely by fear.
Having
caused
such terror however,
the armed 15 year
old, who will remain
unnamed as he is a
minor, has made his
first court appearance
and has been charged
with two counts of
murder and 12 counts
of first-degree assault.

His case will be
presented to a grand
jury February 13, after the boy’s closeddoor hearing which
has by now passed,
and the standard series of initial hearings in juvenile court,
which as by Kentucky law will remain
closed and sealed to
public records. Until
then, the fate of this
child and the hearts
of these people will
remain suspended in
the question of justice.
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H&M hoodies or racism at its finest?

ISABELLA CHACON
staff writer
H&M started off
2018 off with a blow
due to a controversial
advertisement
promoting new clothing. Many enjoyed
the advertisement up
until noticing something
that
struck
their
conscience
and raised red flags.
One of H&M’s
black child models
was wearing a sweatshirt with a print
on the front saying
“Coolest Monkey in
the Jungle.” H&M
gained major backlash from the public,
saying that the company intended to target and call the black
child a monkey.
After gaining attention and criticism
from many celebrities, news, and social
media outlets, H&M
responded to the controversy with an apology: “We have got
this wrong and we
are deeply sorry. We
have a responsibility to be aware of and
attuned to all racial
and cultural sensitivities… This incident is
accidental in nature,
but this doesn’t mean
we don’t take it completely
seriously.”

JOSLYN PEREZ
staff writer
On January 13, 2018
at approximately 8:07
am in peaceful Honolulu Hawaii, an
emergency alert was
sent out to 1,426,393
Hawaiian residents,
reading,
“BALLISTIC
MISSILE
THREAT INBOUND
TO HAWAII SEEK
I M M E D I A T E
SHELTER.
THIS
IS NOT A DRILL.”
The alert was sent
out from the bunker
headquarters of the
Hawaii Emergency
Management Agency (HEMA) and was
in fact a mistake, or
a drill if you will.
HEMA has since
stated their plan was
only to test the system in light of recent
tensions
between
President Trump and
North Korean Leader
Kim Jong Un. Unfor-

The company has
since taken down the
advertisement
and
has discontinued the
making and selling
of the child’s hoodie.
While many are
immediately angered
by the incident, some
believe that it was just
a coincidence blown
out of proportion.

Whether they were
intentionally
being
racist or not, many
people believe that
the company should
have been more cautious and considerate of their actions.
Terry Mango, the
mother of the young
model, however disagreed with the negative comments made
towards H&M, saying that her son had
modeled many times

before and people
should “stop crying
wolf all the time, [this
is an] unnecessary issue here… get over it.”
Some don’t entirely
agree. Senior Chris
Arndt said, in agreement with Kaylee
Heckmann, “I don’t
think they were trying to be racist, but

what they did was
racist.” The incident
was an accident, but
it did have repercussions in their eyes.
Others
however
have taken a stance
more closely resembling the model’s
mother. Senior Logan
Bandoli even said,
“The media took it
and just ran with it
to make money. Most
of the people who are
upset are white people

getting offended over
something that was
innocently harmless.”
His fellow classmates,
Stephen Mattila and
Sarah Lay, wholeheartedly
agreed
with the sentiment.
Whatever the true
case may be, popular
opinion believes the
CEOs of a giant company like H&M
would
never
purposely put
themselves in
danger of losing their jobs
or
crashing
their company.
The
people
believed that
“monkey” was
a
metaphor
used for all
kids, and to call
H&M racist because the model simply happened to
be black was absurd.
The controversy has
however brought attention to the fact that not
a single person of color is on H&M’s board
of directors. Likewise,
the incident has since
led to the destruction
of H&M locations and
boycotting of the store.

news
IN HONOR OF BLACK
HISTORY MONTH WE
WILL REMEMBER...
“INJUSTICE ANYWHERE IS A THREAT
TO JUSTICE EVERYWHERE.” - MLK JR.
“IF THERE IS NO
STRUGGLE, THERE
IS NO PROGRESS.”
- FREDRICK DOUGLAS
“DON’T FOLLOW THE
PATH. GO WHERE
THERE IS NO PATH
AND BEGIN THE
TRAIL. WHEN YOU
START A NEW TRAIL
EQUIPPED WITH
COURAGE, STRENGTH
AND CONVICTION,
THE ONLY THING
THAT CAN STOP
YOU IS YOU!” - RUBY
BRIDGES

Missile mishaps: panic in Hawaii

tunately, an employee mistakenly hit the
wrong button, pressing the “missile alert”
button instead of “test
missile alert” button,

leaders to take precautions, and get clarification. By 8:13 headquarters
cancelled
the alert and stopped
further
broadcast.

ARTWORK BY DUSTIN POPE

activating a real emergency alert broadcast.
After the mistake
was caught, a mere
five minutes afterwards, the head of
HEMA was contacted
by American Military

The residents of
Hawaii however were
still running for shelter, kissing their kids,
holding on to loved
ones, and saying their
last goodbyes for a
good 38 minutes be-

fore 8:45 am at which
point they received
the second emergency alert stating,
“There is no missile.”
Officials have now
come out to
say that from
this point
on, system
management will
be a twoman job,
and regulations
will be
strengthened. Never
again
will
residents be
informed
first by former HEMA
employees,
David
Ige’s twitter, that
“there is NO missile.”
Additionally
authorities have also
alerted the residents
as to the actual situation they found them-

selves in. Officials
have stated that 90%
of the state’s population would survive
the demolishing missile, especially considering the amount
of fallout shelters recently placed.

The
government
also
provided a handy list
of safety procedures,
citing that if there
was a real missile one
should grab anything
they require and run
to the closest fallout
shelter and remain
there for there for 2
weeks after impact,
staying in touch with
outside world with

nothing more than
a AM/FM radio for
news. If worse comes
to worst, should run
to a local building
and hope for the best.
This
imminent
threat, through frightening and a hoax,
forced greater caution
to be taken
and with
that done,
Hawaii
panicked
for
their
lives
and
then found
themselves
in
greater
safety than before
(though admittedly
not much greater, but
greater nonetheless).

classified
VIRTUAL
BUSINESS
•
•
•

Sophomores!

Interested in learning about business?
Want to major in business?
Want a career in the business industry?
Join Virtual Business!

Benefits of being in Virtual Business:
•
Leadership opportunities
•
Career experience
•
Field trips
•
Trade Shows
•
Competitions
•
Can include on a resume
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CALLING ALL GAMERS
The Dueling Hawks will host our 3rd Annual Extra Life Gaming Day event on Saturday, March 3, from 12 noon until 6:00
p.m. in the CHS cafeteria. Donate $10 and play many new and
vintage game systems. Bring siblings or CHS friends and compete against other gamers. Enter drawings to win prizes. Food,
drinks, and fun are included. All proceeds benefit the Lauren Small Children’s Center at Bakersfield Memorial Hospital.

See Ms. Elliott in room 1401 for an application.

NEED HELP FILLING OUT THE
FAFSA
Cash for College Night is being held Wednesday, February 21st
in the library from 6-8. Representatives will be on hand to walk you
through the process.

BLOOD DRIVE
Save a life and give blood on February 16th!

COMMUNITY SERVICE
PPAACC show volunteers needed.
The CHS Band is hosting the 2018 PPAACC Drumline Championships on Saturday April 14th. We
are looking for volunteers that can work a 2 hour
shift between 6 am and 6 pm. Jobs include setting
up, cleaning up, serving concessions and monitoring the doors. Sign-ups and additional information
will be available in the band room starting April 1st.

FOOD SALE DAY
Save the date. March 21st is the next food sale day!

BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE!

On sale
now in the
finance
office!

insight
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Crosswalks getting politically correct

Hirsa Sarafian

staff writer
The concept of
equality
between
men and women is
not at all innovative;
that’s not to say that
there aren’t any innovative theories for
achieving this equality. Just ask the chief
executive of the Committee of Melbourne,
Martine Letts, who is
spearheading the replacement of some of
the “male figures” in
pedestrian crossing
lights with “female
figures” as a “practical and meaningful
way to demonstrate
that in fact 50% of our
population is female”.
The
Committee of Melbourne

is a not-for-profit
organization
who
prompted the switch
currently
undergoing a 12-month trial
run across the state
of Victoria, Australia,
as part of their Equal
Crossing
initiative.
Letts says, “The idea is
to install traffic lights
with female representation, as well as
male representation,
to help reduce unconscious bias…” Luckily, this switch came
at no cost to taxpayers, and I hope that at
the end of the trial period the street lights
return to their normal
state and a new, practical and meaningful
way to achieve equality is carried out be-

cause, while I respect
what the committee
is trying to achieve,
I can’t help but notice the hypocrisy in

scious application of
gender roles of men
and women. To say
that the figure that
had originally been

their conviction of
“unconscious bias”.
The very existence
of the typical “male
figure” and “female
figure” is an uncon-

utilized for pedestrian crossing lights
is a male figure is
unconscious bias because the only basis for deeming it a

male figure over a female figure is the fact
that the figure isn’t
wearing a dress. Under this notion, one
is male because he
wears pants, and one
is female because she
wears a dress, and
the implications of
this notion are disastrous in influencing
actual
unconscious
bias for a multitude of
reasons that are fairly
self-explanatory.
Unconscious bias
aside, this shift appears to be doing
nothing more than lip
service to the movement toward equality, and it seems that
citizens of Melbourne
opposing the switch
in the pedestrian

crossing lights agree.
The symbolism is a
cute idea, but when
it comes to the argument of equality for
women, the argument
should not involve
dresses regardless of
whether those dresses are on figures on
street lights or on celebrities at the Golden Globes. All these
symbols do is announce our demand
for equality, but this
cry has been bellowed
by sore throats for
centuries. We don’t
need symbols to say
what has already been
said. We need action.

Understanding Feminism
ISABELLA CHACON
staff writer
referred to as “white

Feminism, by literal definition, is the
advocacy of women’s rights on the basis of the equality of
the sexes. With completely good intentions, feminists understand that there
must be a change in
the way people are
treated in society.
However, a problem
occurs when a “feminist” does not have
the ability to understand intersectional
feminism or look
beyond the minimal
problems of their
own society. Intersectional feminism
acknowledges that
not only gender, but
other factors such as
race, sexuality, social class, and more
contribute to the
discrimination that
certain people face,
while others will
never have to experience. People who
have the inability to
understand this difference in discrimination are typically

feminists” who are
only concerned with
their own issues.
Women of color
face a greater
level of discrimination than white
women in a variety of areas. A
woman of color
is less likely to be
taken seriously,
which is why it
is important for
women with privilege to be a voice
for the voiceless.
While it is important to speak on
issues that affect
themselves, it is
also
important
for
privileged
women to speak
out on issues that
affect other women, although it
may never affect
them personally.
Audre Lorde, a
feminist and civil
rights
activist,
effectively
describes the situation in a single
quote; “I am not
free while any women is unfree, even

when her shackles
are very different
from my own.” This
quote addresses that
everyone faces dif-

nist should be an advocate for all people,
not just themselves.
Discrimination in
developed vs. un-

ferent battles, and
anyone who calls
themselves a femi-

derdeveloped countries is extremely
different. All the

problems of women
in developed countries are present in
underdeveloped
countries, only it is
amplified
to
a greater degree. The story
of a Moroccan
teen who committed suicide
in the year
2012 after facing such hardships
struck
the hearts of
many. 16-yearold Amina Filali was forced
into marrying
the person who
raped her, to
avoid
bringing shame and
“dishonor”
upon herself.
Not only did
Filali have to
be face to face
with her rapist
everyday, but
she was also
beaten by him
repeatedly.
While rape is
considered
a
crime, many places
have a tendency
to shame rape vic-

tims instead of the
actual rapists, and
the voices of those
rape victims often
go unheard. That is
why it is important
for those who can
be heard to speak
for those who can’t.
That is why it is important for people
all over the world
to protest such horrible discrimination
even if they don’t
actually endure it.
That is why it is important to acknowledge the injustices
that other people
face, and not just
those of your own.
True equality can
never be obtained if
we don’t attempt to
understand the bigger picture of what
feminism really is.

insight
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It’s time to stop shaming breastfeeding

KALI MCCAA
staff writer

Women every day
are being shamed
for breastfeeding. A
natural process that
mothers are meant
to do. They are told
to do it somewhere
in private, because
“no one wants to see
that”. But I don’t see
why people have
such a problem with
breastfeeding, there
is nothing wrong
with such a loving
and natural thing.
Dr. Steven Abrams,
who works at the
Department of Pediatrics for the Dell
Medical School, has
said “It is always best
and simplest to feed a
child at the breast, It
doesn’t matter where
mom is at the time.
You need to feed the
baby based on his or
her need.” Also it can
take 15-20 minutes
for a baby to feed, I
don’t think anyone
would want to be
crammed in a public bathroom for 20
minutes for any reason. Let alone to eat.

I know that breasts
are often seen as a
sexual thing in today’s time, and it
seems like men find
breasts
disgusting
unless used for their
own sexual purposes.
If you see a mother
breastfeeding
her

baby, and take it in a
sexual way, then that
is your problem, not
the mothers, it is not
a sexual act. For years
woman have fed their
babies through
breastfeeding, it is natural
and a beautiful
bond
between
the mother and
baby. There is
nothing sexual
about it, society just twisted
the concept of
breastfeeding,
and
oversexualized
breasts.
You may “not
want to see that”,
but no one asked
you to look, if
you’re so bothered by it then
you leave, don’t
force a mother
to leave just because you feel
uncomfortable that
she is feeding her baby.
Mothers should not
have to worry about
hiding themselves for
doing a natural and
necessary task just
because people are
being intrusive and
sexualizing
them.

Not to mention,
a baby is hungry almost every 2 hours,
do you expect the
mother to go back
to her car, or all the
way home, or a public bathroom somewhere every time
she needs to feed
her baby? Nobody
would want to sit in
a cramped and dirty
space while eating, so
why force a mother
who is just trying to
feed her child to do
it? Mothers have duties and priorities
they need to attend
to, they can’t just
stay at home all day.
To wrap this all up,
no one should have
a problem with a
mother breastfeeding
publicly. It is natural, not gross, and a
beautiful and normal
thing. Stop hypersexualizing
everything a woman does.

has had to
appointment
appointment
only birth
And you

ing these marches
they have speakers from all different background to
give more people

to get more Democratic votes during
midterm elections.
Not all the
marchers are adults,

are thinking about
having an abortion,
oh…. I wouldn’t because most clinics
that provide these
services are not safe,
legal, or affordable.
Now
dur-

who are willing to
listen something to
think about as well
as hope more join
our fight for equal
rights to all. They
are hoping to bring
‘Power to the Polls’

in New York there
was a 11-year-old
protester who was
asked why she decided to march today. She told the
interviewer that she
felt empowered by

marching with such
powerful
women.
Most of the women she was marching with that day
were there to make
sure their children
could get what they
will need during
their life in school.
They work so
hard to get the bare
minimum of what
most people would
say is nothing. But
single moms do not
have the ability to
take a day off to take
care of their children when they are
sick when they do
not have healthcare,
paid sick days and
paid family leave.

Furthermore,
breastfeeding is extremely beneficial for
the baby, it has the
right amount of nutrition and vitamins,
and contains antibodies that help the
baby defeat viruses. Breast Milk is
easier to digest for
babies than formula, and breastfed
babies have lower
risks for asthma or
allergies, have fewer ear infections,
respiratory problems, and can prevent sudden infant
death
syndrome
(SIDS).
Equally
important, for the
mother it burns
calories, and can
reduce the risk
of ovarian cancer, breast cancer,
and osteoporosis.
Not only does it
provide health benefits, it creates a bond
between the baby and
the mother. Breastfeeding can create
better emotional connections between the
mom and baby. This
act can also release the
hormones oxytocin

and serotonin in the
mom and the baby.
If
breastfeeding
has this many benefits then why is it
so shamed upon? If

child, if you think
your child would see
it in any other way
(sexual) then I think
you have another issue on your hands.

you “don’t want to
see that” then dont
look. If you think
that its a problem
because there is children around, don’t
bother
worrying,
children more than
likely see it as just a
mother feeding her

people who marched
only this year. These
women and men are
marching for simple
human rights, dig-

women
make
after
to get
control.

nity, ending violence and for our
reproductive rights.
Unlike most
men who can buy
all the protection
they may need to
stay HIV/AIDS free

Women’s march in Bakersfield

HANNAH FRYE
staff writer

This year we have
had our second annual Women’s Rights
March after Trump
was voted into office and he began to
take away our rights.
Things that have always been apart of
our Human Rights.
Due to the President
trying to over step his
rights to control the
people the Women’s
March has turned
into the world’s largest coordinated protest in history.
The
women’s march was held
within 250 U.S. cities on January 20th
and 21st, this year
and last. In total
there were 5 million
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staff writer

Feminism is word
that often times gets
eyerolls when mentioned due to the fact
that when you hear it
you normally picture
the most extreme
idea of a feminist,
or maybe you just
don’t understand it.
Feminism is a political ideology that has
a goal of achieving
social equality of the
sexes, not women
trying to be superior
to men. One of those
goals is to stop constantly being sexualized and objectified.
Women are
constantly being objectified and sexualized. Schools will
tell young girls that

Body Shaming

“they shouldn’t have
even walked out of
the house” in what
they
were
wearing
or
“isn’t it a little
cold
today
to be wearing that short
of
shorts?”
while
they
dress
code
them and humiliate them
by
making
them change
into some old
gym
shorts
and a baggy shirt that
don’t even fit. That
young girl most likely walked out of the
house in confidence
just to be shot down
and treated as if she
has to look and act

a certain way by her
school staff. Not to
mention you have

by not only students,
but school staff also.
Walking on the

school rallies where
boys will be shirtless or dress revealing in front of the
entire school and
staff but they get
laughs and cheers

street can hit your
confidence hard. You
are in constant need
to check your surroundings, you get
looked up and down
by people walking

insight

by, or whistled at as
if you are someone’s
pet. By all means
compliments
can
make a smile last all
day, but being treated
as if you are a walking Playboy magazine cover is not the
ideal ‘compliment’.
Lately
YouTube
video
thumbnails,
the picture you see
before clicking on the
video, have included
girls in bikinis in the
hopes for views, and
surprise... the people
uploading those are
men. They use those
pictures for the sole
purpose of getting
more views on their
videos which makes
them more money.
The
idea
that
women are sexual-

What do you think?

ized and objectified
is often shut down
and said to be the
girls fault because of
how they look, dress,
or act, but we should
start teaching boys
how to behave better.

insight
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What does feminism mean to you?

Jonathon Morley

Feminism is a useful tool in protecting women’s rights.
In every category there are extremes where people
take it too far, but I tend to find those people are the
most vocal, but they are not the majority. Basically
everyone who supports equality is a feminist in one
way or another.

Macey Esqueda

It’s cool when women get together to stand up for
themselves.

Logan Wiggins

I’m 100% for it. It is important for women to
stick together with everything that’s goes on, like
discrimination, rape culture, gender equality, and
stuff like that. I think we should stay united and stick
together.

Kenna Dinsdale

Feminism is important because that is what got
women the right to vote. As of now it is the only thing
that gives women equal rights.

Alan States

When it first started it was important. They really
made much progress, but now a days they kind of
turned it in a sense that now it’s not about giving
women opportunities but it’s making it so where
women can lead and take control in the way men have
control.

Martin Higuera

The feminist movement represents equality. Now
there are a lot of different levels. It is important. The
women are discriminated against and stereotyped
every day to this day. There are still some jobs that
women are not allowed to do because of their gender
and it’s wrong.
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Best Buddies

Barry Ferguson

staff writer

cial needs this issue
hit close to the heart.

Centennial
High
School is blazing
new paths in Kern
County by launching a program called
Best Buddies. The
goals of this nationwide program are to
build and enhance
relationships between
special and general
education students.
Senior Dawn Bransby,
the force behind the
project, said “the program is designed to
break down the barriers” between kids.
The Best Buddies
program was founded
in 1989 by Anthony
K. Shriver to foster
one-on-one
friendships between people
with and without intellectual and development disabilities.
The non-profit has expanded over six continents with over 1.1
million participants.
Bringing the program here to Centennial started with a
project Bransby was
doing for the leadership program Ford
Dimension.
Her
group, which includes
members …, wanted to do something
for kids with special
needs. As the sibling
of a sister with spe-

Once they came
across the Best Buddies program, they
knew it was the right
fit for Kern County.
Bransby
describes
the program as “a
club that invites anybody who wants to
be friends with more
people. It also encourages students to
break out of their shell
and meet students
of special needs.”
The program not
only benefits the general education students, but it gives
the kids with special
needs or disabilities a more positive
and authentic high
school
experience.
Centennial’s launch
of the Best Buddies
program was held on
campus on January
26th. The launch party was both a celebration of the founding of
the Centennial chapter of the program
and a chance to get the
word out to Golden
Hawks and surrounding high schools.
Though the launch
was a success, the
road to getting there
was not exactly easy.
First, the national
organization had to
prove it was serious

about the program
and that it could sustain itself even after
the founding members (all seniors) left
next year. Once that
obstacle was overcome, Bransby and
the other program
members had to set up
the launch, coordinate
the event, and get out
the invitations. “Admittedly,”
Bransby
acknowledge, “It was
not always easy to get
adults interested in
what we were doing.”
But it all came together beautifully and
the program is off to a
great start. If you interested in being part
of the Best Buddies
program, see Mrs.
Roberts in room 1405.

features

Clayton Boen
Clayton Boen was the type of person you’d want to be around
24/7. He was never seen in a bad mood & always kept a smile. Clayton, also known as Clay, was one of the sweetest and funniest people you would have ever met. If you were ever in a bad mood he’d
cheer you up in a second, with a hug or his jokes or even just his
smile. He was always looking on the positive side of life and loved
everybody that came his way. Clay wasn’t perfect, no one is, but
he took what he was and made the absolute best of it. Clay was
also very passionate and dedicated to the sports he played. An
extremely talented athlete in both football and basketball. Junior,
Miah Ruiz says, “He was a great person and I am so glad to have
met him and spend time with him while he was with us. He was
beloved and will be missed by many.” Clayton Boen, who was a
sophomore, died in a car accident Sunday night, January 14, 2018,
as a result of a vehicle that was being driven by an impaired minor. When news of his death reached Centennial, a campus-wide
sense of grief spread throughout the entire student body as students mourned the loss of a teammate, classmate, family member, and beloved friend. To honor the memory and celebrate the
life of Clay his team played in honor of him, and the rest of the
school, as well as family and friends, came to cheer the Boys Varsity Basketball Team. A special section of the bleachers where sectioned off for the Boen Family. At the beginning of the game, after
the national anthem, a moving speech was given by Mr. Haskell
the athletics director. When it came time to announce the starting lineup up for the Centennial Boys Varsity Basketball team, it
was announced that the final starter would be the spirit of Clayton
Boen. The basketball team then walked over to the section of the
bleachers reserved for the Boen Family. From the group emerged
a teamate presenting a signed basketball from the team. The team
was also wearing black long sleeved shirts with the number one
prominently featured on the front and wore black bands around
the straps of their jersey’s. When the game started the teams were
four against four, but after the first basket there was a timeout and
a fifth player was added to each team. The homeside of the gym
was packed full of students supporting the boys basketball teaming and honoring the memory of Clay. Also there supporting the
Centennial Boys Basketball Team was Norris Middle School’s Boys
Basketball Team. Boen’s younger brother is a basketball player for
Norris Middle School. Friends and Family members of the Boen
family were seen wearing shirts with number one attached to angel wings. At the end of the game, Centennial emerged victorious
and redzone ended the game by yelling “We love you Clayton.”
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HENRY SHRUTE

staff writer
On
Saturday,
February 3rd, 2018,
Centennial students
won
third
place
competing
against
high school students
across the state in
the We the People
Congressional Hearings
competition,
hosted by Golden
Valley High School.
The We the People
competition is sponsored by the Center
for Civic Education,
a nonprofit, nonpartisan educational corporation dedicated to
promoting an enlightened and responsible
citizenry committed
to democratic principles and actively
engaged in the practice of democracy
in the United States
and other countries.
The competition
simulates a congressional hearing. Each
team is divided into
six units, composed
of three to six students acting as an
expert panel on a
particular area of
Constitutional interest. At the state level

of competition, students stand before a
panel of judges and
present a four-minute prepared speech,
followed by eight
minutes of questioning. Students are
judged on criteria
such as their understanding,
reasoning, responsiveness,
and use of constitutional applications.
This year’s team
was coached by Mr.
Joey Biron who met
with each unit individually for two
hours each week in
addition to instruction during 7th period 4 weeks prior
to competition. Students also met independently with their
units for an additional two hours and
studied on their own
for a minimum of
six hours each week
during the season.
Through his instruction, Mr. Biron
emphasized
that
the true importance
of We the People is
found through the
journey he and his
students take, because, as he puts it,
the competition is

academics

We the People
merely a means to
an end. It is through
their journey that the
team comes away
from the experience
with newly established relationships
and personal growth.
When asked what
the program meant
to him, Talan Kingston, a member of the
team, said, “A lot.”
Kate
Hamilton
areed, adding, “It’s
given me a chance
to challenge myself
in a way no other
class has. It was one
of the greatest commitments I’ve ever
had to make, but all
of it was so worth it.”
Hamilton continued
to explain that We
the People is “more
than the Constitution. It challenges the
way you learn: public
speaking,
thinking
on your feet, working
in a group, and most
of all, making friends
with people you’ve
never seen before.”
In addition to the
students’ hard work
and Mr. Biron’s
coaching, the students also received
help from alumni volunteers, and current

and former teachers who volunteered
their time to serve as
a panel of judges. One
teacher who has been
involved with We the
People since its inception over thirty years
ago and plans on being involved with the
competition is Mr.
David
Richmond.
He has spent such
a long time with the
program
because,
as he said, “In many
ways it has defined
my career...It has
been a major honor
and joy of my life.”
He added, “I believe
that We the People
creates an environment for students
and
teachers
to
achieve the outcomes
that we all strive for.
It is not a trivia pursuit program. It requires students to
push themselves to
critically evaluate, to
collaboratively learn,
to write with precision, and to develop
the necessary public
speaking skills that
are vital for success
in the 21st century.”
At the awards ceremony of the state
competition, Unit 1,

the expert panel on
the philosophical and
historical
foundations of the American political system
consisting of Morgan Champlin, Jessica Carlisle, JuanDiego Hernandez,
Riley Hunter, and
Caleb Trieu, were
recognized with Centennial’s Outstanding Unit Award.
Also competing on
behalf of the Centennial We the People
Team were Unit 2’s
Gabby Hure, Kate
Hamilton,
Karen
Fuentes,
Holley
Marks, and Dylan
Rogge; Unit 3’s Isabella Bocardo, Raven
Burton, Skylar McCarty, Arbab Alam,
and Brad Helton;
Unit 4’s Grace Goslin, Sydney Trowbridge, Rishi Padhy,
Lucas Caceres, and
Blake Hinkle; Unit
5’s Hannah Rosica,
Aarushi
Kapoor,
Paige Villicano, Rachel Ho, and Hirsa
Sarafian; and Unit 6’s
Chloe Jimenez, Talan Kingston, Soniya Manju, and Will
Green, along with
Alexis Ziemann who

received the Owen
Shaw Service Award,
named after a Centennial Alum, for exemplifying service along
with civil disposition
and civic knowledge.
As a message to
those who are considering whether or not
they should apply for
We the People, Ziemann said, “Just do
it. You will have zero
regrets, and if you
do get picked for the
team, you will have
a lifelong bond with
Mr. Biron, the whole
team, and your unit.
The knowledge and
personal
growth
you will experience
is hard to put into
words, it’s something you have to
go through in order
to understand. And
be ready for all the
work that goes into
it, it cannot be done
with little effort.”
Her
teammates
echoed her response.

academics

Mock Trial

Henry Shrewt
staff writer
On Saturday, January 20th, 2018, Centennial’s Mock Trial
team competed at the
Kern County Superior Court for their
final two rounds of
the
Constitutional
Rights
Foundation
(CRF)
competition
and placed third in
the county. They were
coached by Mr. Dobson, practicing attorneys, and alumni.
Mock Trial is an
academic competition
where students take
on the roles of bailiff,
court clerk, attorneys,
and witnesses. Each
team is made up of a
side representing the
people of the state of
California in the prosecution of the defendant and a side representing the defendant.
When it comes to competition, one team’s
prosecution
side
goes against another
team’s defense side.
Each year, CRF creates and produces
a new hypothetical
criminal case based
on current issues facing America. This
year’s case involved
the defendant, Casey
Davidson, a pro-immigration
activist,
being charged with
the first-degree murder of political opponent, Alex Thompson,
at a political rally.
This year, prior to
their county competition held by CRF, the
Centennial Mock Trial
Team also competed
at the international
Empire San Francisco
Mock Trial competition, where they took
tenth place. They argued a civil case in
which a prison was
tried for the wrongful
death of an inmate as
a result of their indifference to his health
and safety. The team
also competed in the
Beach Ball Classic
Competition in Newport Beach using the
case materials provided by CRF, where
the team was the eighteenth ranked school.
Although
Mock
Trial was created
with the purpose
of giving students
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hands-on education
on the American judicial system, Aleyna
Young, sophomore,
said that “Mock Trial
is so much more than
a trial. Mock Trial is
months of work on a

ceiving the award this
year were Anna Slater
and Stevie McNabb,
two students who
have dedicated four
years to being on the
team. Each of them
shared their thoughts

In addition to the
two Honor Court recipients, also competing on behalf of the
Mock Trial ‘family’
was Jillian Fowler,
Emma Eckert, Andrea Montero, Ol-

single case, hours and
hours of Starbucks
meetings, countless
nights, trying to come
up with that perfect
theme, trials and trials
just hoping that when
you get that three to
five minutes in the
spotlight, that you
perform exactly the
way you know you
can. But more importantly, people should
know that Mock Trial
is truly a team. One
person cannot do
this on their own.”
Each year at the
CRF County Competition, two students
from each school are
recognized as Honor
Court recipients. Re-

on their experiences.
McNabb
said,
“Mock trial is where
I’ve met all of my
closest friends. I made
my first friend at
CHS in Mock Trial.
It’s been my life for
four years, and it’s
been such a big part
of my life that I’m not
sure what it’ll be like
without Mock Trial.”
Slater agreed, adding, “My experience
in Mock Trial has
been
unforgettable.
I actually couldn’t
imagine Mock Trial
without it either. It
is more than a class
and a team. We’re a
family. As cheesy as
it sounds, it’s true.”

ivia Biron, Shelby
Benak, Haleigh HartWillis, Gracee Neal,
Mackenzie Huckeba,
Dante Diangelo, Ian
McNairn,
Kailey
Keeton, Kowan Miller, Jake Dougherty,
Lizzi Vaughan, Hailey Divina, Katelyn
Earl, Bela Meyer,
Anna Slater, Beth Calley, Paris Williamson,
Kylie Turley, Mallory Phares, Haley
Sprague, Presley Foster, Aleyna Young,
Jesslyn
Williams,
Jill Dailey, Benji
Nixon, Joshua Alaniz, Savanna Eckert,
and Hirsa Sarafian.

opinion
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HOPE GANNAWAY

staff writer

YouTube star Logan
Paul has gone too far
with his suicide video
shot in Japan’s Aokigahara Forest … Paul has
been a popular topic
lately due to the controversy surrounding his
video “We Found a Dead
Body in the Japanese
Suicide Forest” posted
on December 31st that
features the body of a
man who had recently committed suicide.
In the video the
group of friends, including Logan Paul,
were going on a hike
and they came across
a recent suicide victim
hung from a tree. Paul
then shouts “Yo, are you
alive?” and “Are you
[messing] with us?!”
At first the group
of friends reacted in horror and shock but within
a short amount of time
they revert to laughing and saying jokes
about their situation.
The video was taken

PARNEET BEHNIWAL

editor-in-chief

On January 14th
of this year, a 17 year
old girl snuck out a
window in Perris,
California, dialed 911
from a deactivated cell
phone, and alerted the
authorities of an alleged child abuse case
involving 13 “children” (ages 2 to 29)
and various forms of
abuse and neglect.
When law enforcement arrived at the
scene (what is now
dubbed the “House of
Horrors”), a 22 year
old was shackled to
her bed (2 siblings
reportedly
released
prior to their arrival).
Their mother, Louise Turpin, could not
provide a reasonable
justification for the
detainment and even
appeared “perplexed”
by the investigation.
Worse yet, county district attorney
Mike Hestrin stated,
“Circumstantial evidence… suggest[ed]
the victims were often not released from
their chains to [re-

Logan Paul’s drastic mistake
down the day after it was
posted however his reputation is still at stake.
The same day he tried
to defend himself
by explaining his
situation on twitter,
“This is a first for
me, I’ve never experienced criticism
like this before, because I’ve never
made a mistake
like this before.”
January 2nd a day
after his video was
taken down he tries
to defend himself
and save his reputation through a video
post saying, “What
we came across in the
woods that day was obviously unplanned and
the reactions that you
saw on tape were raw
and unfitted. None of
us knew how to act or
how to feel. I should
have never posted the
video, I should have
put the camera down,
stopped recording what
we were going through.
There is a lot of things I

should have done differently, but I didn’t. And
for that, I am sorry.”
He also adds an apol-

do not deserve to be defended.“ Paul ends the
video with a final apology saying “I’ve made

ogy for their actions in
the video that starts off “I
want to apologize to the
internet. I want to apologize to anyone who’s
seen the video. I want
to apologize to anyone
who has been affected
or touched by mental illness, or depression, or
suicide. But most importantly, I want to apologize to the victim and his
family. To my fans who
are defending my actions, please don’t. They

a severe and continuous lapse of my judgement and I do not expect to be forgiven, I’m
just here to apologize.”
A lot of people including Grayson and
Ethan Dolan, Aaron
Paul, and Alisha Marie
have been stating their
opinions on the matter at hand and they
have not been friendly.
Aaron Paul, actor in
Breaking Bad tweeted
in response to the video,

“How dare you! You disgust me. I can’t believe
that so many people
look up to you. So sad.
Hopefully this latest video woke them
up. You are pure
trash. Plain and simple. Suicide is not a
joke. Go rot in hell.”
Grayson Dolan,
a fellow YouTube
vlogger spoke out
about the incident
saying, “I’m not
gonna stay silent
I’m gonna stand up
for what’s right right
now. Suicide is serious. People have lost
loved ones, idols, hero’s,
fans to suicide. Filming a video and mocking a victim is not raising suicide awareness.
Laughing at the body of
a poor depressed soul.
I can’t believe the disrespect of the victim,
their family, and your
YOUNG fans. You’re
22 there’s no excuse.”
There were countless amounts of disappointed, offended, and

unhappy people that
spoke out and told him
what he did was wrong.
He is definitely receiving the backlash he deserves and hopefully
everyone realizes that he
is a terrible human being
that made jokes about
a serious topic that affects millions of people.
After receiving all of
the criticism he tries to
change the opinion that
people have made on
him by making promises and apologizing.
In an interview with
National Public Radio News he promised
to donate one million
dollars to suicide prevention organizations.
No amount of money
or apologies can change
his actions, he knew
what he was doing was
wrong and despite the
graphic content of the
video he still made
the decision to upload
it for all of his fifteen
million subscribers to
watch on YouTube.

House of horrors unveiled
lieve
themselves].”
Officials
reported the children ap-

ment starting “many facing possible beatyears ago.” After an ings or detainment.
Presumably
to
escape, the parents

peared so malnourished, they initially
thought them all to be
minors. Seven were
adults. Hospital findings painted an even
more horrific illustration. The 12 year old
weighed as much as
the average seven year
old. And the 29 year
old was 82 pounds.
It was deemed likely
that some had “suffered nerve and cognitive damage” from
the
“malnutrition.”
The children later
told investigators their
parents tied them up
with rope as punish-

started using chains
and locks. For weeks
or months at a time
the children would
be shackled to their
beds or other furniture. In addition they
were only allowed to
shower once a year
and eat once a day.
If that wasn’t bad
enough, punishment
could be enacted for
even the most minor of infractions.
One such example
could be “playing
with water” or more
accurately
washing
one’s hands above
the wrist and then

protect
from prying eyes
and ensure
complete
parental
control,
the children were homeschooled and lived
a very nocturnal and
isolated
lifestyle.
One neighbor reported that he would
notice the family
“march[ing] back and
forth on the second
story” between the
hours of midnight
and 3 a.m. without
reason. Another cited

them as “standoffish,
“robotic,” and “monotone.” Many stated
they only saw the family a handful of times,
and the interactions
were neither lively
nor lengthy. Some
even went to so far as
to call them “a cult.”
All the residents
now express their re-

gret of having waved
it off as simply odd.
As do the few family members who had
actually
interacted
with them in the past
decade, claiming they
were now officially
“dead to [them].”
The alleged convicts have since been
charged
with
12
counts of false im-

prisonment, 12 counts
of torture, and 12
counts of abuse. The
father, David Turpin,
has also been charged
with a lewd act of
force upon a child.
Each of the convicts
are currently being
held at a $12 million
dollar bail, and facing anywhere from
94 years to
life imprisonment.
That number along
with
the
specified
charges
may
increase and
cement as
investigators
dig
through the
children’s journals for
day to day accounts
and evidential leads.
The
convicts’
next court date is on
the 23rd of February, and what Hestrin deemed this “depraved conduct” may
see soon see justice.

opinion
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A red future for the blue party

ALY RAMIREZ
opinions editor
On January 30th,
the Democratic Party
sidelined the wellknown
politicians
within the party,
opting for the lesser known Joe Kennedy to deliver the
Democratic
official
response to president
Trump’s state of the
union address.
With his mention of both
the
#metoo
and
Black
Lives Matter
movements,
two
things
the president
failed to mention in his
speech, Kennedy
won
the hearts of
millions
of
Democratic
sympathizers
and
secured
his spot as
the rising star of the
Democratic
Party.
The
politician
equipped with flaming red tresses, a
youthful glow, an Ivy
League education, a
winning smile, and
roots in an American
political dynasty exhibited the quintessential Kennedy charisma and grace while

delivering his speech.
His voice, with
Boston born cadence
and a recognizable
slightly higher-thannormal pitch that
both his great uncle
Jack and grandfather
Bobby Kennedy had,
spoke the idealistic
but realistic policies
that both the Kennedy
family and the demo-

sen to do just that. Despite being a scion of
one of America’s most
financially prominent
families, Joe was able
to effectively communicate that he is
ready to roll up his
sleeves and fight for
the American people.
Contrary to the
boastful speech President Trump present-

grants was the venue
of choice for the precocious politician. Kennedy himself dubbed
the location, “a fitting
place to gather as our
nation reflects on the
state of our union.”
Although the venue itself was a telling sign of Kennedy’s
sympathetic
stance
on immigration, his

because of a number of
past speakers failing
to live up to career expectations, the Democratic Party is hopeful
that Kennedy will be
resilient in the face
of political danger.
At the youthful age
of just 37, Joseph Kennedy the third still has
an enduring career
ahead of him. By being

cratic party stand for.
In his inaugural address, JFK asked the
American people to,
“ask not what your
country can do for
you- ask what you can
do for your country.”
It is clear by pursuing a career in public
policy, even against
his father’s wishes,
Joe Kennedy has cho-

ed to the American
people,
Kennedy’s
speech touched on racial inequality, gender
inequality, and sexual
orientation inequality:
with the most prominent issue he passionately lobbied for being
justice for dreamers.
Fall River, Massachusetts, an American
city built by immi-

praise for a dreamer
for sitting atop his
mother’s
shoulders
with a sign that read,
“Build a wall and my
generation will tear it
down” perfectly articulated the compassion he has for others.
Though giving the
rebuttal speech is well
known as a “curse”
amongst
politicians

the first in his family
to deliver the rebuttal speech on behalf of
the Democratic Party,
Kennedy is making
a name for himself in
the world of politics.
Critics who are
tired of establishment
picks claim Kennedy
only got to where
he is because of his
name, however, Ken-

nedy has addressed
this criticism in the
past stating, “I am the
one who’s running the
race. It is me. It’s not
my father, my grandfather, my great-uncle
or what people perceive them to be, it’s
me.” Though members of the Bush, and
Clinton political empires were rejected
in the 2016 election,
Joe Kennedy is offering the American
people a new political voice from an old
political
dynasty.
The
Democratic
Party could’ve chosen a prominent party member such as
Elizabeth Warren, Kamala Harris or Bernie
Sanders, but they instead chose a Massachusetts congressman
who they know has
the potential to make
a mark on American
politics that could rival that of his great
uncle’s.
Although
only time will tell how
Kennedy’s career will
pan out, one thing is
clear: Joe Kennedy is
the promising future
the Democratic Party
desperately
needs.
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The crimes of Depp that were utterly
ignored by Warner Bros

AUBRIANNA MARTINEZ
insight editor

The sequel to the
first Fantastic Beasts
and Where to Find
Them is set to release in November of 2018 and
after Hollywood’s
purge of problematic male actors and directors,
Johnny
Depp’s
appearance in the
film does not inspire much hope.
Despite
people arguing over
the fact Johnny
Depp was accused of beating
his ex-wife, Amber Heard. She
had bruises, a video
of him throwing a
wine bottle at her
that is still available
to watch, and filed
for a divorce and a
restraining
order.
Her evidence however, has not been
enough to convince
everybody that such
a beloved and wellknown actor is capable of violence

against his thenspouse.
David

Yates, director of
the first two movies of the franchise,
has said that he
does not put very
much stock into
the
allegations,
“Whatever accusations was out there
doesn’t tally with
the kind of human
being I’ve been
working
with.”
Some speculate

was ready to believe
it. Now that the
#MeToo movement
has begun, people
are more willing
to believe that the
people they once
admired in the media are not always
the good people
that they pretend to
be. The problem is
that even since the

ready
t
o
shoo
Depp
o u t
of the spotlight.
Many people are
ready to do this;
fans of the Fantastic Beasts and Where
to Find Them franchise
expressed
disappointment

in order to not support him, they will
no longer watch the
movies of the Fantastic Beasts series.
This plays into a less
popular part of the
#MeToo movement;
people are trying to
learn how to separate an actor’s/director’s work from
the person after
Hollywood’s spring
cleaning, but the
studio that is
responsible
for the Fantastic Beasts
franchise do
not have this
luxury after
deciding to
continue to
employ Depp
even
after
hated? Others even the abuse allegation
claimed that by en- was made public.
joying Depp in a
movie, they were
not supporting an
abuser/abuse. Some
have decided that

She says, “So I
want tonight to express gratitude to
all the women who
have endured years
of abuse and assault,
because they — like

are domestic workers and farmworkers; they are working in factories and
they work in restaurants, and they’re in
academia and engi-

pics and they’re
our soldiers in the
military” She also
talks about a women, Recy Taylor,
who went through
the
same
thing

my mother — had
children to feed
and bills to pay and
dreams to pursue.
They’re the women
whose names we’ll
never know. They

neering and medicine and science;
they’re part of the
world of tech and
politics and business; they’re our
athletes in the Olym-

as the girls now
and how she handled the situation.
She ends here
speech with saying,
“So I want all the
girls watching here

discovering
that because of the movement began, over
time she made the not everyone is with he was still going
allegation, no one the program and to be in the movie,
as the main antagonist. Yet there are a
shocking amount of
people that do not
believe that Depp
is capable of abuse,
or do not think that
supporting him in
movies is a problem.
Twitter
users
argued that he is
playing a villain,
so shouldn’t he be

Oprah Winfrey’s dazzling speech

PAYTON CLOSE
staff writer

On Sunday January 7 of this year
Oprah received the
Cecil B. Demille
award for lifetime
achievement, with
an
inspirational
speech that had all
the men and women in the room on
their feet. Winning
this award caused
Oprah to be the first
ever black women
to win the award.
The
Cecil
B.
Demille award has
been around since
1952 and is called
the Cecil B. Demille
award because that
was the name of the
first recipient of the
award. “The award
was
established
to honor someone
who has made “outstanding contributions to the world
of entertainment.”
as stated in an article by Popsugar.
Oprah starts of
her speech by saying she remembers

the first time a black
man, Sidney Poitier,
won for best actor.
“She opened the envelope and said five
words that literally
made
history…”
Before that
day she had
never seen a
man of color
being recognized in such
a way that
made
others think that
she could be
something
like
that
one day too.
After talking
about
Sidney she
quotes a part
from his performance of
“Lilies of the
Field”
and
moves on to
thanking the
people who
got her to where she
is today. After thanking these people she
talks about the more
pressing matter of
sexual harassment
in the industry.

and now to know
that a new day is
on the horizon!
And when that new
day finally dawns,
it will be because
of a lot of magnificent women, many
of whom are right
here in this room
tonight, and some
pretty
phenomenal men, fighting
hard to make sure
that they become
the leaders who
take us to the time
when nobody ever
has to say, ‘Me too’
again. Thank you.”

horoscope

Aries (March 21-April 19): As a sign of the ram, you need to get some-

one who will not get so offended by all of the blunt ideas you try to ram into
them! Get yourself a Gemini or a Leo partner! Geminis will not be offended
(most of the time) and you guys are a perfect verbal team! However, you both
tend to start big projects, but never finish them so work on that procrastination problem together! You will enjoy your Leo’s big heart and sincerity. They
will definitely cheer you up and never fail to make you laugh when you are
feeling down. Just don’t be too blunt with them when you are done with them
continuously talking about themselves and you guys will be peachy keen!
Taurus (April 20-May 20): Like a bull, you are strong and you
also like being left alone with nobody bothering you! That is why your
dream partner is also a Taurus! You are both loyal and sentimental so of
course you will hit it off well with them! Just stay away from petty arguments or your stubbornness will show off or your relationship will collapse because you cannot admit you are wrong! Another (almost) perfect
fit for you is the Cancer. They are loyal and very emotional and this will
blend well with you to create that perfect family and perfect house at the
end of the street everybody is jealous of. Try not to get jealous or possessive of each other in the process as you are both a little bit too controlling!
Finally another good fit is the Capricorn! You will love their work ethic
and they will love your cautiousness. You both prioritize commitment
and security and you will both be able to hit it off well! However Capricorns will not tell you everything so try not to be too bothered by this.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): You are symbolized by the Twins
and you are tired of everyone trashing you! Forget them though and find
yourself a good ol Libra or Aquarius. You and Libra are the dream team.
Oh my! You are both intellectual and can hit it off with solving Sudoku
problems together. You two just need to stop spending too much money
or you both will be broke before you finish that Sudoku puzzle! You and
Aquarius will be the best at communicating and are both creative! You
both are not all about those silly emotions and are all about that healthy
debate life! Just try to clean up more often as you both will not really
try and just say you are busy when we all know you just don’t want to.

Cancer (June 21-July 22): You are a snippety snappity emotional
crab. Your emotions are always kind of all over the place but that’s okay
because when you find another Cancer or Virgo, your emotional state
will finally be stable! When you find your other Cancer, you both will hit
it off empathizing with each other and will always pay attention to each
other, maybe a bit to the point of clinginess! Home and family is very important and you will be very happy! Just try to stop your silly pettiness
and passive aggressiveness and actually communicate your problems
to each other! With a Virgo, you both bring out the best in each other.
You are both extremely loyal and hardworking where you can move to
some random island and build a house there to get away from the silly world society. Don’t be too critical with each other because you both
hate criticism and you will end up causing a prolonged petty argument!
Leo (July 23- August 22): You are a Lion! Whoa! You love being the
center of attention and love telling countless stories, maybe a little bit too
much. That is why you need a Gemini or another Leo! Geminis are just like
you and you will enjoy their company as they are outgoing and sociable.
You will be able to organize Geminis unfinished projects as you are very organized and Geminis will never fail to flatter you. You will probably be committed to them before they are to you, so you will have to wait for them. You
and another Leo are both loyal, ambitious, and creative! Wow, how surprising for being the same sign! The downside is you both will compete a little
too much to grab the microphone and grab the attention! Good luck!
Virgo (August 23-September 22): You are no animal, but a sign
of a young maiden! Wow! You need someone who can handle your pickiness and criticism like a Taurus or a Scorpio. Taurus is honest and you will
both hit it off with your deep intuitive skills. You are also both loyal and
value stability. Be careful of their nasty temper because when they are angry it is not very pretty and you do not want to be in their path of anger!
You will enjoy Scorpios confidence and strength and loving that they are in
control and you are not. Although it is very hard to figure these people out,
you will both enjoy your solitude away from the world. Just don’t criticize
them when they are in a mood because when they unleash their wrath, you
will be running for the mountains! Hopefully you have a cabin with a yearly
supply of food there because you will not want to return to town ever again!
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Libra (September 23-October 22): Ooh and aah because you are the

sign of the scales of balance. You love patterns and, ironically, balance! You
need to go hunt down that perfect Leo or Sagittarius for you! Your aura will
radiate powerful confidence when you are with your Leo. You are both optimistic and are very open to new things in life! However you might lead your
Leo into some trouble with your constant encouragement to try situations they
are not actually good at, so try not to encourage them hard! You will admire
Sagittarius for their spontaneity and passion. You are both optimistic and
charismatic and will love going to parties together! Just don’t plan on getting
a joint bank account because Sagittarius will spend it all on their own clothes!

Scorpio (October 23-November 21): Ow, ow, ow watch out you
sign of the scorpions you pinch too hard! Just kidding! You are very fierce
and passionate and you will find a good fit in Taurus or Cancer. Taurus will
find your jealousy very flattering and will love your intuitiveness. You guys
will make a good financial team and will bring the best out of each other.
Do not argue at all costs because you are both very stubborn and refuse
to compromise and your relationship will end fast! Cancers will love your
strong personality and you both will love staying at home and are not party
animals! Be careful because Cancers might misinterpret signals from you as
this will lead you to retaliate, turning into a Ross and Rachel relationship!
Sagittarius (November 22-December 21): You are a cool cat
because you are a centaur which is half human, half animal. The best of
both worlds! You are curious and energetic and you need to find an Aries or an Aquarius! You and an Aries will have a healthy competitive relationship! You are both very charismatic and, although you are not as passionate as them, you will enjoy them for it and not get offended by their
blunt comments! Just try not to offer harsh criticisms or Aries will say
some things they will definitely regret. You and Aquarius are very optimistic and you both value independence! You are both inquisitive and curious and will have good conversations with each other about philosophy
or something that actually matters. You both are not practical or domestic
and you should try to work on it together like the power couple you are.
Capricorn (December 22-January 19): You are the sign of the sea
goat! You are practical and ambitious and will find a strong compatibility
with Pisces and Scorpio! You will enjoy Pisces for their emotional support
and security. You both bring balance into each other’s lives and can both
learn a lot from each other. However you will not be the dream team when it
comes to finances! You will want to go shopping but you will find all of your
money has gone to a local charity donated by your Pisces partner. Good luck!
You and a Scorpio both value security and are very industrious. You guys
are good at commitment and your home is where you both belong. Don’t go
out into town because you both will not enjoy it. Both of your stubbornness
might run into each other, but it is not a big problem that will need to be fixed.
Aquarius (January 20-February 18): You are the sign of the
Water Bearer and you are philanthropic and free-spirited. You will find
a good match with Libra and Aries. You and Libra are amazing communicators. You both have a strong connection mentally and you will get
your Libra to start questioning and contemplating life like you often do.
Try not to be too annoyed when you find out your Libra just wants to fit
in with the cool kids! You and Aries are both very independent which is
good because you hate clinginess. You are both rebellious and free-spirited
and will enjoy breaking traditions together! You are both very stubborn,
however, and they sometimes do not mind someone standing up to them.
Pisces (February 19-March 20): You are the sign of the fish and you
are very generous and compassionate! You will find a good fit in Cancer and
Scorpio! You and Cancer will both intuitively understand each other and
are very emotional. You will be able to read your Cancer’s mood like a book
which is good because they need someone to always be their emotional support. You both are very sensitive and some random things will set you both
off and you both need to turn those frowns upside down for once! Scorpio
will be good for you because they are protective and are very loyal. When
a Scorpio is down, you are the perfect person to raise their spirits again and
you will both enjoy the emotional support from each other. However, you
let the smallest things build up inside and when you finally let it all out onto
your Scorpio partner, you will say things you will regret and the Scorpio
will pinch you in response and the whole world will fall apart! Be careful!
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Boys soccer meeting goal for success
BARRY FERGUSON
staff writer

Although the boys’
varsity soccer team’s
dream of finishing
the season 10-0 came
to a devastating end
with the 2-1 loss on
January 31st against
Stockdale, the Golden Hawks still had
a stellar season finishing first place in
league.
According
to head coach Jeff
Vaughan, several factors have contributed
to the team’s success.
Vaughan credited
the Golden Hawk’s
solid roster of returning players as one
reason for the team’s
accomplishments this
year. Vaughan explained, “I would say
the whole team has
been a huge impact.
We can rotate a lot of
players in and out and
keep the team fresh.”
Two reliable players are senior cap-

tains Garrett Argast
and Coby Fraley.
Center defender Argast said of Fraley,
“He makes a big
impact. He’s
the type of
player whom
you don’t realize how important he is
until he’s not
there. He was
out this week
due to illness
and we struggled. I think
the Stockdale
game would
have turned
out
differently if he had
been there.”
Argast’s
presence is also a major
contribution to the
team’s success, senior forward Jaret
Fidler credits Argast with “holding down the back”
so he can score the
goals. Fidler said,

“I always feels safe
knowing
Garrett’s
back there leading
the defensive line.”
And score the

goals he does. Fidler,
younger sibling to
Centennial soccer legend and current collegiate player Grant
Fidler, has scored 13
of the teams 23 goals
and provided an additional 8 assists this
season. Argast said

of Fidler, “Sending
the ball to Jaret is always a safe bet. He’ll
either take a shot
or create chances

for other players.”
Coach Vaughan
agrees, “It always
helps having a big
scorer in Jaret Fidler.”
The Garrett/
Jaret connection can
be a deadly force.
Not only do they
connect the defense

and the offense, but
they provide many
goal scoring opportunities during throwins. Argast has perfected a throw
that
regularly
reaches the center
of the box setting
up the 6-foot-2
Fidler for a header into the net.
Although the
team claimed first
place in league,
the
individual
players have set
some goals for
themselves. Argast said his goals
are “to win defensive player of
the year and concentrate on being
successful at valley.”
Fidler’s goals are
no less lofty. When
asked what his goals
were for the year,
Fidler replied, “Other
than to win league
and valley, I’m going
to score a bicycle.”

playing
today
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14

VARSITY BOYS
BASKETBALL
vs Frontier

VARSITY GIRLS
BASKETBALL
@ Frontier

SOFTBALL

vs El Diamonte

WRESTLING
Divisionals

Basketball hoping for a first place finish

BARRY FERGUSON
staff writer

The
Centennial
boys’ varsity basketball team has been
making the school
proud this season.
As of this writing the
boys’ team is on its
way to a first place finish in league with an
impressive record of
4-2. The teams’ overall
record is even more
impressive with 18
wins and only 7 losses.
There are many components that have contributed to the team’s
success but most
come down to the
great people involved.
One
major contribution to
the team this year
has been the addition of senior Justin
Greiner. Greiner who
plays shooting guard
transferred this year
to Centennial from
Frontier High and
he wasted no time
making his mark as
a Golden Hawk averaging just under
27 points per game.
Additionally, he is
ranked 12th in the nation for 3-point shots.
Head
varsity basketball coach
Hernan Santiago de-

scribes Greiner as “one
of the hardest workers
and best teammates
I have ever coached.
He has a tremendous work ethic and
competitive
spirit.”
This competitive spirit is not lost
on his teammates. Senior teammate
Grant Barksdale says of
Greiner that
his hard work
and
dedication at practice
“makes
everyone
improve
by
competing.”
Other teammates are impressed with
Greiner’s
incredible
skill.
Senior
teammate
Christian Portis attributes much
of the team’s success to the “Superman cape” Greiner
wears at every game.
Greiner is not the
only laudable part
of this team, and he
is the first to admit
that Coach Santiago,
known by everyone
as Santi, plays an
integral part in the
team’s success. According to Greiner,

“He’s [Coach Santi] a
great motivator and
he really makes us
believe in ourselves
and trust each other as teammates.”
Portis agrees with
this sentiment, “We
win games because
Santi motivates us.”

pretty good season. In
league we’re 3 and 2.
We’ve only lost to BHS
and Liberty so far.”
In addition to enjoying being part of
a winning team, Solf
also enjoys the sport
and the team’s camaraderie. Solf stated,

For senior shooting
guard Mason Solf this
is especially true. For
the past three years,
Solf has declined going out for the basketball team because he
was too busy focusing on school and his
other sports, football
and baseball, but this
year Coach Santi convinced him to finally
come out. And Solf
has no regrets. “It’s a

“Basketball
is fun sport.
Plus but all
of my teammates
are
funny
and
cool and that
makes playing
basketball
even
more
fun.”
When discussing
the team’s success, the
team’s captains cannot
be overlooked. Coach

helps our team a lot.
On the court he’s like
a general, during the
game he thinks about
the game and how
it’s being played. He
knows not only where
he should be but
where everyone else
should be as well.”
The last aspect that
sets this team apart
from others is the
team’s bond. While
Coach Santi sets a valley run as one of the
goals he has for the
team, his other goals
go well beyond the
court. Coach Santi
stated, “Our
goals for the
season were
to get better every day
and to build
lifelong
relationships.”
Greiner has
seen this happen as part
of the Golden
Hawk team.
When asked
what his favorite thing
about playing
of his school,
Greiner
responded, “I
ers on the team.” like how close we are
Portis credits Al- as a team and we just
exander for his game have fun all the time.”
knowledge,
“Will
Santi explained, “Our
team’s success this
season is directly attributed to our senior
leadership. We have
three captains on the
team. Christian Portis, Grant Barksdale,
and Will Alexander.”
Solf credited Portis
and Barksdale’s
leadership
as
having a significant impact
on the team.
Of Portis, Solf
added,
“He’s
a game changer. He’s one of
the top scor-
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Lady hawks flying through the season Winter Olympics

BARRY FERGUSON
staff writer
The JV girls’ basketball team had a respectable league this year
finishing with a 3 to 4
record but they strive to
be much more. JV coach
Nathan Gutierrez said of
the team, “I’m very fortunate to have a team of
11 girls who are talented
basketball players,
but more importantly they are good
students and great
people overall.”
When the
girls show up to
practice, they really
show up. “I would
attribute our success
this year to the hard
work and positive
attitudes the girls
put in each day in
practice.   Their willingness to come to
practice, put in the
hard work, ask questions and get a little better each day have been
the keys to our team’s
success this season,”
said coach Gutierrez.

In addition to working hard at practice,
Coach Gutierrez knows
it’s important to be in
the right mindset before every game. He explained, “Before every
game before we come
out on the floor, I ask the
girls what our record is,
and they learned very
quickly the answer...it’s
0-0. What that means is

on its own and if we focus on that and do what
we know how to do then
we will be successful.”
Every player on this
11-person team contributes to the team’s success. Captains sophomore Camryn Cruz
and freshman Jessica
Christie work hard to
make sure the team is
prepared and focused.

we don’t worry about
our last game; we don’t
even worry about our
last practice. We focus
on today and today
only. Each game stands

Additionally, they contribute a lot on the court.
Coach Gutierrez said
of Cruz, “[she] has developed some nice post
moves and is a great

rebounder. She puts
up with a lot during a
game with opponents
attacking her, yet she
maintains her composure at all times.”
Though only a freshman, Christie has made
her presence felt on
the court as well. “Jessica has stepped in as a
freshman as our point
guard and has done a
great job taking
charge,
scoring
when she needs
to but always
getting her teammates involved in
the offense,” said
coach Gutierrez.
Cruz believes
the addition of
new players and
a new assistant
coach have positively impacted
the team as well.
“The
assistant
coach as really
helped the girls with
the skills they need not
only in basketball but
with how they deal
with things outside
of sports [as well].”

Despite injuries, girls soccer staying strong
BARRY FERGUSON
staff writer
Centennial
Girls
Soccer has persevered
through their season
despite heavy setbacaks. As of this writing,
they are competing
for a spot in playoffs.
The Golden Hawks
have had countless
injuries from pulled
hamstrings, concussions, to torn anterior
cruciate
ligaments.
According to head
coach Mary D’Mato,
“Injuries have plagued
[us]
this
year.”
During pre-season
the team lost two
key defender, Dawn
Bransby and Taya
Collins to severe knee
injuries that will put
them out for the entire
year. Centennial also
lost captain, Sydney
Ferralli for most of the
season due to a concussion that she received with a cleat to
the face in the championship game against
Highland. “I think
those who were not
expected to get that
much playing time
this year have stepped
up to the plate, played

hard, and given their
all. I’m extremely
proud of the effort
everyone has put
into the team this
year.” said senior captain Dawn Bransby.
There have been
many
key
players that have stood
out to not just the
coaches but players and fans as well.
Sophomore, goalie
Julianna
Alexander
considered one of
the best goalkeepers
in league and that is
NOT an over exaggeration. Coach D’Mato
says that she, “is the
strongest keepers [she
has] ever coached…
She is extremely athletic and has the best
1-on-1
percentage
from any keeper I
have seen this season.”
Senior center midfielder
Makenna
Ramirez, has also
made a lasting impact on the team, according to Coach
D’Mato “[She] has
lead [the team] with
a quiet confidence
all season. She plays
through sickness and
injury and will put
herself on the line for

her team’s success.”
Freshman,
Hannah
McLain
has
made a huge impact
on the team. Captain
Makenna
Ramirez
said, “She is so fun
and always brightens up the mood for
everyone. She shows
dedication on and off
the field. She shows
that just because she’s
a freshman, you can
perform just as well
as a senior or better.”
Sophomore Avery
Collins has been a key
player to the team, she
currently is leading
the team in goals this
season. Collins is a major weapon and “one
of the fastest attackers
in the league.” according to Coach D’Mato.
Last but certainly
not least, sophomore,
Gianna Valenti is a
huge asset to the Centennial Varsity soccer team. “[She] has a
strong soccer IQ and
sees the field like a
veteran player. She
has scored key goals
this season to keep our
playoff hopes alive.”
says Coach d’Mata.
The coaches this
year have made lasting

impacts on the players individually and
as a team. According
to Makenna Ramirez
Coach D’Mato, “holds
[us] accountable for
the things [we] do
wrong, then helps [us]
to get better. Coach
Mary also has a very
fun and silly side.
She sets the tone for
the whole team and
can make everyone
laugh. If we didn’t
have Coach Mary.
The team wouldn’t
be the same.” As a
fan in the stand you
can see the different
changes she makes to
make the team to help
them achieve greatness. Sydney Ferralli
also thinks that Assistant Coach Kenny
Johnson “has brought
a lot to the team this
year with new drills
that are very affective and help the team
grow as a whole.”
Centennial
Girls
Soccer is enjoyable
play for all and, “allows friendships to be
created that can carry
on even after season
is over,” according
to Sydney Ferralli.

JACOB PETERS
sports editor

Every
4
years, many proud
countries get 16
days to compete
for gold and pride
in a number of
athletic
events.
This known as the
Olympics, and this
year
February,
9-25, the winter
version will be held
in Pyeongchang,
South Korea.
.One of the most
flat out surprising
events happened
between
hosting
country South Korea, and border
country North Korea. Through many
days of meetings
with delegates from
both countries, a
decision was made
that the two countries would march
together under the
Korean
Unification flag for the first
time since the 2006
Turin, Italy games.
According
to the New York
Times, “South Korean officials said
on Wednesday that
the North’s delegation would include
at least 550 people,
including about 150
to the Paralympic
Games in March.”
This unifying most
likely provides a
temporary feeling of
safety to the south
as it lowers the tensions and talk of
nuclear war in the
Korean Peninsula.
In
late
2017, the Russian
Olympic committee made major
headlines as they
were pronounced
banned from the
2018 Winter Olympics for an “illegal, state-backed
doping operation”
(Rolling Stone). “I
would like to apologize to all athletes
who have had gold
and silver medals
snatched from them
at
competitions,”
said Dmitry Shylakhtin, the athletics boss of Russia.
The
Russian
Olympic Committee was also fined
$15 million for the
incident, and non-

banned athletes will
be able to compete
but in neutral Olympic uniforms and any
medals they win will
not count for Russia.
On the hockey front
the National Hockey
League has decided
to not send any current players to this
year’s Olympics. A
statement was released saying, “In an
effort to create clarity
among conflicting reports and erroneous
speculation, this will
confirm our intention to proceed with
finalizing our 201718 Regular Season
schedule without any
break to accommodate the Olympic Winter Games,” (ESPN).
This decision has
shocked and disappointed fans and players alike as the team
will now be made up
of a mix of college
and ex-NHL players.
Ottawa Senators
defenseman
Erik
Karlsson was very
outspoken about this
decision by his own
league saying, “I don’t
understand the decision. We have no
say in the matter, it’s
very unfortunate for
the game of hockey
around the world that
they’re going to do this
to the sport,” Karlsson
said. “I think it’s going
to hurt a lot if we don’t
end up going. Whoever made that decision
obviously had no idea
about what they’re
doing.”
(ESPN).
Some good news
coming from Africa,
in a “Cool Runnings”
style story, the country
of Nigeria will have a
female bobsled team.
The team consists of
Aduoma
Omoega,
Ngozi
Onwumere,
and sled driver Seun
Adigun.“There is no
reason why people should feel like
there’s only one lane
they need to stay in,”
she (Adigun) says.
“Diversity explains to
people that there are
no limits in this life.”
Athletes are
getting ready to go
for these upcoming days to represent their country
and try their best to
bring home gold!
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Q & A with boys wrestling

Antonio Valle

Q: What has training been like this season?
A:Its been hard . We’ve been traing alot harder that what
we’ve usually been. We’ve been doing alot more condtioning.
Q: What has been your greatest achievement this season?
A:Probably

doing better

than what I did last year.

Q:What has been the most difficult part of wrestling?
A: Prabably the new training partner. With each new
new you get a new
partner to wrestle with and they
are better, make you better, or you make them better .

Zachary Wills
Q:What is training like?
A:It’s very difficult. Its unlike any other sport. We ru n a
couple miles before practice, we compete like a tournament,
work on technique, ect.
Q:What has been your greatest achievement theis season?
A: My greatest achievement was being ranked in the secWtion. (Which was 9th place)
Q:What drives you to keep going?
A:I just like to win. I like to compete.
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Buddy Shephard

Centennial High
senior
Buddy
Shepherd
qualified on the pole
at the Fourth Annual Spears Winter
Showdown,
held on Saturday, February 2nd,
in a 300-lap race
in which drivers
from all over the
country competed.
In fact, Senior
Buddy Shepherd
is such a talented
racer with more accomplishments in
the local/west coast
racing scene than
Kevin Harvick had
before his breakout
into the NASCAR
Cup Series. Previously, Shepherd has
won a Late Model
championship
at
KCRP, two Late Model titles at Madera
Speedway and raced
to his first Super Late
Model victory in a
Spears Southwest
Tour race last year.
Shepherd
has been racing all
his life, ranging
from quads when
he was 4 up to
now with race cars.
“We started racing roll cages with
steering wheels….
my dad and grandpa were [race car
drivers]...my cousin used to race a
little...we kind of

support one another out there,”
said
Shepherd.
Shepherd has always had a great
support system everywhere he goes
to practice and to
race. “They [Buddy’s family] are
100% supportive
of the choices I’ve
made...my dad is
always out there
helping me,... my
best friend, he
helps me work on
the race car...they
[Buddy’s friends]
go out there to
watch me out on
the race track,” he
says as he talks
about how his
family and friends
have helped to
support him on his
journey farther into
the racing world.
Shepherd
has a very close relationship with his
father. He looks
up to him for advice and sees what
his dad has done
in similar situations Shepherd is
put into now. He
knows that his dad
is always there
rooting him on in
all things he wants
to do in his life.
When Shepherd was asked
who inspires him
the most, he said,

“I probably have to
say my dad because
he’s always been
there for me, and
he knows what it’s
like to go through
the racing ranks
and what it’s like
to not get where
he wanted to go...
the apple hasn’t
fallen far from
the tree, I guess.”
Shepherd has no
plans on leaving
the racing world
anytime soon. He
plans on going as
far as he can. “I
would like to see
myself in [the] Nascar X Mini Series
or Nascar Monster
Energy Cup...You
have to find that
right person that
really wants to get
you all the way up
there...or get a millionaire grandfather...which I don’t
have and that’s
okay for me because I know I am
going to get there
on my good driving skills,” said
Shepherd
about
his plans. He loves
what he does, so he
knows he is going
to be in this racing
industry for a very
long time as long as
he works hard and
keeps having fun.

Polls
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Super Bowl weekend: the results are in!
HALFTIME SHOW - 86 VOTES

Did he even
sing????
14%
Big thumbs up
13%

LOVE YOU JT
42%

Ehhhhhhhh
31%

WHO DID YOU CHEER FOR - 87 VOTES
Puppy Bowl
for me
33%

Panthers got
ROBBED
2%

SUPERBOWL COMMERICALS - 72 VOTES
M&M
14%
Tide
33%

ANYTHING with
Chris Pratt
14%

Alexa
39%

Fly Eagles Fly!
56%
Patriots
Nation
9%

