Pyron Elementary School
Home and School Connection:
Working Together for our Students
S E P T E M B E R

Paws for the Principal

Upcoming
Events:
Sept. 4: Labor Day/No
School
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A Word From Mrs. Thompson

Sept. 8 Grandparent’s
Day (3rd Grade)

It is always a great day to be a Pyron Panther CUB! Although this school year got a later start, we had a
smooth start. One of my goals as Pyron principal is to keep parents, students, and community members
Sept. 13: Progress Reports informed, so this part of the newsletter article is just one of those ways. Each month I will address a
(K-6)
current topic of importance or interest to Pyron.
As a partner in the Arkansas Department of Education’s R.I.S.E. initiative, Pyron will continue to make
reading a focus of improvement. R.I.S.E. stands for Reading Initiative for Student Excellence. The three
goals of R.I.S.E. are





Increase ACT Aspire reading readiness benchmark by 10% within three years.
Rise above the bottom third of states within five years on 4 th grade NAEP reading assessment.
Increase the number of graduates meeting the ACT reading readiness benchmark by 10% in five
years.

Pyron students and staff are rising to this challenge in the following ways:
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Creating a culture of reading with access to books in the media center, classrooms, and
Overdrive online reading as well as allocating time during the school day to read. 20 minutes of art,
music, and LIGHTS/media center are spent reading a book of choice
Educating teachers and staff about reading science while implementing best reading and
phonics instruction practices in the classroom
Assessing student reading progress to track growth and sharing results with students/
parents
Book talking in the classroom and CUB cam
Reading aloud to students
Challenging students to read with Accelerated Reader incentives, Book It, and Rotary Club
challenge in fourth grade
Inviting parents/community members to do a book talk for students/classes

Parents/community members can make a huge impact on student reading ability and joy with the
following:











Read to your child each day!
Listen to your child read. Help him or her sound out unfamiliar words.
Use your child’s interests to connect to books and reading. If your child loves trains, read a
book about trains.
Connect with community resources by attending literacy events or museums, going to the
local library, involving your child in the library’s summer reading program, etc.
Talk more with your child. Social interaction is key to developing a comprehensive
vocabulary. Talking is teaching!
Use praise and create positive, fun experiences with reading to promote confidence and
boost self-esteem.
Prepare a quiet, distraction-free place for your child to read and complete homework.
Play word and letter games, sing songs, and point out rhyming words.
As you see familiar words in daily life, point them out to your child. For example, when your
child sees a word at the grocery store, ask him or her to name the letters or try to sound out the
word.

For more information about R.I.S.E. Arkansas and how to support your child, visit http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/learning-services/r.i.s.e.-arkansas.
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Fabulous Fridays with Mrs. Fulmer
Assistant Principal Mrs. Fulmer hosts a segment each Friday on Pyron’s CUB Cam called “Fabulous Fridays with Mrs.
Fulmer.” She visits area businesses, tourist and historic locations, parent homes to view hobbies and crafts, and more.
Ask your Pyron student about these episodes.
Here is a link to a Fabulous Friday with Mrs. Fulmer visit to The Graphic: http://tinyurl.com/
fulmerfriday1
If you have a business, hobby, craft, job, location, etc., that you would be willing to share with Pyron Elementary
through Fabulous Fridays with Mrs. Fulmer, let Ms. Fulmer know. This is a fun little segment that the students look
forward to each Friday. Segments last no longer than 10 minutes. We try to keep them to around 5 minutes. You may
contact Mrs. Fulmer by phone at 705-3256, by sending a note with your child, or by email at anna.fulmer@csdar.org.
The Pyron CUBS look forward to sharing adventures with you!
REMINDER: Cafeteria
payments can be
made online with the
Cafeteria Online Pay
link found under the
Parents section on www.csdar.org. Do
not allow students to charge over $20.00
without payment. If a form for free/
reduced lunch application is needed, call
Doris Villines at 979-6008 or pick one up
in the Pyron office.

Cafeteria Prices
Student Breakfast
Full Price: $1.25
Reduced Price: $0.30

Student Lunch
Full Price: $2 Reduced Price: $0.40
Extra Milk $0.35

Adult Lunch
BE PROACTIVE
Habit #1:
Be Proactive
This means I
am in charge of
me. I choose
my actions,
attitudes, and
moods and
don’t blame
others for my
wrong doing.

$3.50

Counselor’s Corner

A Note From Mrs. Frew

Dear Parents,
I am excited about this school year
and about being here at Pyron. I hope
your children are excited to be here too.
We are sure happy to have them!
I have been meeting with each class to
introduce myself and familiarize them
with what I do here at Pyron. Our school
counseling program consists of
classroom guidance lessons with each
class. During our guidance lessons this
year we are learning about the Seven
Habits of Happy Kids. I will be
providing more information about this as
the year goes on through our school
newsletter.

I also do small group and individual
student sessions to meet the needs of our
students. I visit with students about study
habits, self-concept, doing better at school,
getting along with one another and making
friends.
Should your child be experiencing a
problem in school or at home, please do not
hesitate to contact me. I can be reached by
phone at (479) 705-3259 or by email at
shelly.frew@csdar.org.
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The fourth grade is off to the races with PLTW! We are
building a pendulum and ready to start construction cards to
test our safety restraints. Please be sure to encourage your
child to read to reach their chapter book goals and to work
toward accelerated math goals as well!

Second grade has had an awesome start to the school year!
Students have been learning their way around the building and
how things are done here at Pyron Elementary. In the
classroom we have been learning about bugs and are going on a
field trip to view an impressive bug collection.

Third grade is off to a great start! Students are getting back into
a routine and learning procedures. Third graders are currently
reading stories focused around family. Students are also
reviewing place value in math and will learn to work with
numbers to the thousands place. In science, PLTW is in full
swing. The design process is being explored as we learn about
the variation of traits.

Pyron is pleased to announce that there will
be a new program offered to students this
year-PROJECT MENTOR. The Clarksville
School District is looking for dedicated
individuals to volunteer up to one hour per
week either during a student’s lunch/recess
time or after school between the hours of
3pm and 6pm (if the student is enrolled in
the after school enrichment program, Cub
Club). If you’ve been looking for ways to
get involved this is it! All prospective
mentors will be thoroughly screened and
must pass a background check. There will
be no cost to the mentor for these checks.
An application and interview process will
take place and an attempt made to match
mentors with mentees who have similar
interests and or life experiences.
For more information please contact
Andrea Edgmon at 705-3242.

*A reminder to parents: Please remember to check
planners and sign daily.
All students are provided a planner. Teachers check this planner
daily for notes from home (doctor, change in transportation, etc). A
parent or adult guardian should check the planner nightly for homework, behavior notes, or other notes/information from the class or
school.

At Pyron we do our best to celebrate your child’s birthday with
your children. Birthday’s are recognized on Cub Cam, in
classrooms, and students are given the opportunity to share some
time with Mrs. Thompson reading to her! It is a special
opportunity and surprise for students. Though it is most
definitely a day to celebrate, we want to
remind you that cupcakes (and other
unhealthy snacks) are not allowed during
this time. It is our school policy that each
classroom only have nine parties a year.
Celebrating each child’s birthday with
cupcakes would well exceed our nine
allowed parties.

Pyron Elementary
School CUBs
* * * * * * * * *

#Pyron cubs
* * * * * * * * *

Download our FREE
School Info App to get
announcements on
your phone.
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Mrs. Patterson

Identified LIGHTS

Media Specialist
Wow! What a great start to an awesome year! We would like to
welcome Dusty Douglas as our new Pyron Media Paraprofessional. J
Pyron students have been learning about new procedures, organization of our books, and how to find the right book in the library.
Parents stop by and check out the library! You may check out
books to read with your child. The library is open from 7:403:25. Make sure you are reading with your child each night.
Studies show that children who read themselves or are read to
have higher comprehension levels and critical thinking skills.
So... come check out our library and read a book!

If a student has a change in the way he/she
goes home, the office/teacher will only accept
this in written form by 2:30. This change can
be sent to the teacher and/or Ms.
Key in the office at
jessica.key@csdar.org or faxed
to 754-3756.

Pyron
P.E.
News
Please remind your child to dress
appropriately for physical activity. For
comfort and safety purposes, he/she should
wear sneakers and clothes suitable for
activity.
Physical activity must be done regularly to
achieve health benefits. Therefore, your
child’s participation is very important. If
your child is sick or unable to participate in
all activities, please let me know via note or
phone call prior to the scheduled class.
Thank you
Coach Jones

There will be a Parent
Orientation for the 3rd-6th
grade Identified LIGHTS'
program (Gifted and
Talented) on September 7, 2017, at 6:00
pm in the Kraus Library. Information will
be given concerning the 2017-2018 unit of
study and the identification process.
Parents of 3rd-6th grade ID students are
encouraged to attend.
Please also note that any student grade 312 may be nominated for GT identification
at anytime throughout the year (with the
exception of students tested within the
past year). For more information, please
contact Mrs. Fultz—sharla.fultz@csdar.org
or Mrs. Blackard—amy.blackard@csdar.org

Did you know that children can suffer
academically if they miss 10 percent of the
school year? That’s just 18 days or 2 to 3 days a
month. And that can add up before you know it.
Pyron Elementary is pushing to get all kids to
school—on time, every day. Research shows us
that absences add up. That’sth as true for
kindergartners as it is for 12 graders. It’s as true
for excused absences as it is for skipping school.
We know there will be days when your child will
miss school, especially when they’re sick. But
did you know that nationwide, as many as 7.5
million students miss 10 percent of the school
year? That’s 135 million days of missed school –
and missed opportunities. Research shows us that
missing 10% of the school year marks the point
when students start to fall behind academically
because they have missed too many days.
So this September, for Attendance Awareness
Month, let’s work together as a community –
school and business leaders, parents, students,
teachers, doctors, neighbors – to get all kids to
school – on time, every day.
Pyron Elementary school has been sending phone
reminders about the importance of attendance if
your child has been absent or tardy. We value
attendance and want to work with you and our
students to make school attendance important.

