M ARCH 12, 2018

District Administrators Present at
State Conference

P R I M A RY S C H O O L

Students and staff at PHPS celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday the week of Feb. 26-Mar.
2. They dressed in various colors throughout the week and then as a Dr. Seuss character on Friday.

In recognition of the Winter Olympics, 2nd grade students learned
a Korean song in music class.
They performed it for their peers
during our all-school assembly.

2nd graders were working in
groups building upper and lower
case alphabets in physical education class on Missouri Read-In
Day. Students had to follow directions in a group setting, travel
showing differentiation between
jogging and sprinting, and use
communication skills to complete
the common task.

Mrs. Ullah has creative
students! Her kindergarten
students showed off their
“floats” to students and
parents during their Teddy
Bear Parade!
PHPS loved Missouri Read-In
Day! In kindergarten, Mrs.
Robinson's class brought their
favorite book from home, wore
pajamas, and had pillows and
blankets. Students also brought
a flashlight for reading. It was a
blast reading by flashlight!

Pleasant Hill R-III School District was well
represented by providing two breakout sessions at the Missouri Association of Elementary School Principals annual conference.
Mrs. Heidi Mackey, Elementary Principal, and
Dr. Janis Yokley, Director of Technology,
presented ideas for other principals to utilize
for technology professional development for
teachers utilizing adult learning theory. The
session was called, Tech Chef, was modeled
after an Iron Chef format. The second presentation was given by Mrs. Chandra Arbuckle,
Intermediate Principal, Mrs. Sherry Helus,
Primary Principal, Mrs. Jakqualyn Boden,
District Curriculum Facilitator, and Dr. Becky
Gallagher, Assistant Superintendent. The
session was titled, Revitalizing Your Approach
to RtI. In the session the structure of RtI in
past years was shared, then discussion was
held regarding the universal screening, progress monitoring, and benchmark assessments the district is utilizing with students, and
the process in place to select these tools for
informed teaching. The principals then gave
an overview of the structure for RtI for each
building this school year. This was followed by
the audience participating in various report
sorts and a data talk exercise. Both presentations were well attended, and others in the
State are aware of the hard work and outstanding practices our teachers have been
putting to use!

E L E M E N TA RY S C H O O L

Spotlight on Mrs. Hartsell’s Reading Class
Fourth grade students in Mrs. Hartsell's Reading class work together in pairs and small groups reading
non-fiction articles then students discuss main ideas and details, using text evidence to agree or disagree
with their classmates. A group of Students in third grade work together on a sorting activity from the
Wilson Program. Each day when students come to Mrs. Hartsell's class they answer the Question of the

Spotlight on Mrs. Cook’s Third Grade Class
Mrs. Cook’s class has been working very hard on
learning the steps it takes to find the area and
perimeter of different shapes. We used our
knowledge of area and perimeter to create a pal
on grid paper that we could fold to look 3D. Students drew out their design, calculated the area
and perimeter and then colored their masterpiece. The final step was to cut out their pal,
name it and fold it to look 3D.

Read Across America Week—Book Fair and Basket Winners
Reading Opens Doors
Staff shared a favorite books and students were able to pick
three to hear. Afterwards, students made connections, comparisons and judgements about their experiences.

I N T E R M E D I AT E S C H O O L
Congratulations to the
PHIS Students of the
Week! They were selected by their teachers for
exhibiting the character
traits kindness, respect,
and responsibility as well
as doing good deeds! We
are so proud of them!

Week of March 12-16

Week of March 5-9

Student Council members created their own hot chocolate store! They have been learning how to manage
supplies and provide customer service under the supervision and guidance of STUCO sponsor, Mrs. Arenson.
This opportunity created a learning experience for STUCO members, as well as, created a fundraiser for raising
money for items important to them on their school agenda. Students have enjoyed the Barnes and Noble type
atmosphere created by this activity as they engaged in face to face social interactions in the library and sipped
their cocoa. The hot chocolate store had its final day February 27.

Congratulations to the PHIS Students of
the Month for March! They were selected by their classmates for exhibiting the
character trait, kindness. What an honor
to be recognized by one’s peers in this
manner; it speaks volumes!

M I D D L E S CH O O L
Left and Center: The choir programs presented
their variety show with a 1950’s theme last
weekend. Right: Monday night the seventhand eighth-grade bands gave their fundraising
concert in the HS PAC and Commons.

The middle school staff enjoyed a day of learning while Dave Holden returned on March 1. He led three classrooms while groups of teachers observed his strategies. He focused on academic language, reading for purpose, and elaborating on written responses. Science students in seventh grade have moved from
designing virtual gliders on the screen to cutting them out of balsa wood. On March 2 and 3, the Variety Show returned the audience to the 50’s to hear some of
everyone’s favorite standards. Middle School Track and Field will began practice March 5 and will begin competitions after Easter Break.

Left to right: Seventh graders continue their study of the forces of flight by printing a blueprint of their individually-designed glider and then fabricating it out of
soft wood. Once built, they move from a mock test to an actual one. AAIS Consultant Dave Holden worked with staff on March 1 by teaching model lessons that
demonstrated teaching strategies. Here students work on a pre-reading/prediction activity called “hot spots,” and students learn a summary technique termed

HIGH SCHOOL
Recently, PHHS celebrated Random Acts of Kindness Week. Teachers were able to nominate students they witness displaying kindness. 13 students received recognition for being kind to others. Examples of their kind acts included reading to peers,
sharing school supplies, including students outside of their friend group in activities, smiling at others in the hall, always having something nice or positive to say to others, volunteering to clean up classrooms and leading the class in the Pledge of
Allegiance. Students nominated were Andrea Allen, Carly Bowman, Kennedy Burton, Darin Byrd, Ainsley Gray, Connor Hardin,Coleman Hays, Hannah Hocker, Tanner Huffman, Wyatt Lawrence, Alexandra Pierce, Taylor Shewmaker, and Bryona
Smith.
This past week in the PHHS library, Mrs. Book and Mrs. Hardin
collaborated on a “Book Tasting” event for 9th grade students.
The goal of a book tasting is for students to “taste” or sample a
wide variety of books and to explore titles they might not normally choose. This activity is often done when a new shipment of
books arrives, so students can see new titles available for check
-out. Students were served light snacks throughout the session.
Books were selected by Mrs. Hardin based on their past and
predicted popularity and were grouped to appeal to diverse interests within each student group. Each
group of 4 students had a choice of 10 books at each of the 6 stations they visited. Students had four
minutes at each station to explore as many books as they wished. During that exploration students took
notes on their tracking sheet and ranked each book to note whether they would be likely to read it later.
Most class periods visited 5 to 6 stations, resulting in exposure of up to 60 new books in one class period. By the end of the class period, many students came away with 10 or more titles that they would like
to check out in the future. Students overwhelmingly enjoyed the activity, stating they enjoyed the food
and seeing all of the new books. At the end of the activity, most students checked out a title they had
explored that day. “Book Tastings” have proved to be very successful at PHHS and have been implemented as a regular activity in the PHHS Library.

The English department in conjunction with the
library sponsored a day dedicated to school-wide
reading on Friday, March 9, 2018: Missouri ReadIn Day. Missouri Read-In Day as a day set apart
for reading activities to bring about increased
awareness of the benefits and importance of reading. The day is to aid in the recognition that reading proficiency is the major factor in determining a
child’s success at school, regardless of other factors. The English department and library celebrated this day by asking each teacher to devote at
least 10 minutes of silent reading in each class
period throughout the day. Additionally, the staff
and students promoted the importance of reading
with signs and banners throughout the building.
See pictures on next page

Drawings for prizes took place at the end of each class period for a student from each grade level as well as a staff member.

Intermediate School Continued
In preparation for their field trip to Blues Springs School of Economics all 6th graders were interviewed by high school students. Students dressed up, discussed
etiquette, and practiced interview questions to insure success on interview day. We appreciate the A+ students from the high school, as well as Mrs. Purnell, for
helping make this day happen. In the coming weeks students will find out their job placements and begin to develop a business plan including: ordering supplies, shop pricing and completing bank loan applications.

5th Grade: Mrs. Armstrong 5th grade Co-Teaching Math
Being understanding of others’ differences and being able to express thoughts through writing are two
life skills. In 7th and 8th grade ELA, we read two companion articles about individuals with autism,
wrote five paragraph informative essays about “Why It Is Important To Understand Autism”, and entered them into a Scholastic Writing Contest. As a class, mentor texts and videos were used to learn
about each component of this type of essay. Some students were encouraged to push themselves
into the advanced level of writing. Other students needed more support, so they were given a very
precise outline while as a group using I do, we do, and you do to complete the three body paragraphs.
A portion of the introduction and conclusion paragraphs were also developed as a group, and the
individual students were responsible for completing them. Two pieces of technology were used to
make the group work much easier for all students to see and collaborate. A document was shared
through email, viewed by each student, and worked on by all students at the same time. After the
group work was completed, that document was added as a google classroom assignment and completed
individually. From the beginning to the end of the writing process, the teachers went into google classroom and made suggestions and corrections that assisted the students in developing their written communication skills. Students began this assignment with little knowledge regarding the strengths and
struggles of individuals with autism. But, by the time they clicked the submit button for this assignment,
they had strengthened their writing skills and had become better equipped to work in a small group or be
a friend to someone with autism.

Middle School Continued—Why It is Important To Understand Autism
Being understanding of others’ differences and being able to express thoughts through writing are two life skills. In 7th and 8th grade ELA, we read two companion articles about individuals with autism, wrote five paragraph informative essays about “Why It Is Important To Understand Autism”, and entered them into a
Scholastic Writing Contest. As a class, mentor texts and videos were used to learn about each component of this type of essay. Some students were encouraged to push themselves into the advanced level of writing. Other students needed more support, so they were given a very precise outline while as a group
using I do, we do, and you do to complete the three body paragraphs. A portion of the introduction and conclusion paragraphs were also developed as a group,
and the individual students were responsible for completing them. Two pieces of technology were used to make the group work much easier for all students to
see and collaborate. A document was shared through email, viewed by each student, and worked on by all students at the same time. After the group work was
completed, that document was added as a google classroom assignment and completed individually. From the beginning to the end of the writing process, the
teachers went into google classroom and made suggestions and corrections that assisted the students in developing their written communication skills. Students began this assignment with little knowledge regarding the strengths and struggles of individuals with autism. But, by the time they clicked the submit button for this assignment, they had strengthened their writing skills and had become better equipped to work in a small group or be a friend to someone with autism.

PHHS A C T I V I T I E S “ I T ’ S A G R E AT D AY TO B E A R O O S T E R / C H I C K !
Pleasant Hill Activities… “It’s a GREAT Day to be a Rooster/Chick!” New activities website: www.pleasanthillhs.rschoolteams.com
Highlights:
Hillside/Powerhouse/Hilltop: Pleasant Hill stayed close to home this weekend and competed at the Heart of America show choir competition at the
Sheraton Hotel downtown. Hilltop took 3rd runner up and Powerhouse took 1st runner up in their classes. Hillside won best costumes and placed as the
3rd runner up overall. A tough week of rehearsals is coming up as choir members prepare for district contest this coming Saturday in Grain Valley.
Band: The band held a concert this past week highlighting multiple groups. There were performances by the intermediate and middle school groups.
The HS jazz band performed followed by the concert band. The house was packed as this annual fundraising event was a huge success! The group will
perform at the Mavericks game this coming Sunday after a full day at Solo/ensemble district contest on Saturday.
Speech & Debate: The speech and debate team competed at the MRVC tournament. Award recipients were Bayne McCall 3rd Humorous Interpretation, Eric Humphrey 3rd US Extemp, Joe Dyer 2nd US Extemp, Levi Cohen 1st International Extemp, Mackenzie Beaman 1st Dramatic Interpretation,
Levi Cohen 3rd Lincoln Douglas Debate, Eric Humphrey and Joe Dryer 1st Policy Debate. Eric and Joe completed their debate career never having lost a
round of Policy Debate in MRVC competition. The team finished 2nd in speech events and 2nd in debate events.
Chicks Basketball: The Chicks had a good week to round out their 2017-2018 season. As the four seed in the district tournament, the Chicks defeated
Warrensburg and top seed Clinton enroute to the district championship game. The Chicks fell to the Nevada Lady Tigers by only three points in the
championship. The packed house was a nice way to round out the season for the Chicks as district runner up. The Chicks will hold their year ending
awards ceremony next Monday March 19th at 6:30pm.
Rooster Basketball: The Roosters varsity basketball team got a victory last week in the district tournament in the opening round vs. Clinton. Cole Ederer
scored his 1,000th point for the Roosters as he and his family were featured in a KMBC story with Karen Kornacki. Cole, his brother, father and grandfather were all 1,000 point athletes in their time. The Roosters will hold their year ending awards ceremony this Sunday March 18th at 1pm.
Rooster Wrestling: The Roosters held their annual awards ceremony last week. Academic All-Conference winners were Chance Sullivan, Garrett
Schick, Gabe Hode and William Pryor.

