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NJJCL Certamen Results
By: Abby Van Selous
On March 20th, the Latin Club attended the Princeton
University’s New Jersey Junior Classical League (NJJCL)
Certamen convention. At the competition, teams were
composed of either three or four students. There were a
total of three rounds and in each at least two teams
competed against each other. Twenty questions, each
with two bonus questions, were asked each round. A
total of 400 points could be earned by teams in each
round of the competition.
This year, the club brought three teams to the competition. Competing at the novice level, the Latin I team
scored a total of 165 points. The Latin II team competed in the intermediate tournament and won their second round of the tournament with a score of 125
points. The Latin II team finished the competition with
a score of 250 points. In their second round, the Latin
III team, which competed at the advanced level, earned
70 points. The Latin II team came in
second place. Congratulations everyone!

Inside This Issue:
Page 2: Turn here to learn more about
the Dodge Poetry Festival
Page 3: Read about the School Walk-Out
Page 4: Find out about A Wrinkle in
Time
Page 5: Read a review about season one
of Punisher
Page 6: Read Your horoscope
Page 7: Assertive Autocracy and Dying
Democracy
Page 8: America’s Economic Echo Chamber
Page 10: China’s Environmental Efforts
Page 11: Interview with Adam Liptak
Page 12: Bored? Solve this puzzle in
your free time
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Students Attend Dodge Poetry
Festival
By: Sophia Lo

Grounds for Sculpture since 1990 when Mr. O’Brien introduced the trip. He has been arranging the trip each year
since then, and students always have positive things to say
about Dodge.

Senior Lucas Carsky-Wilson said, “It’s an incredible experiApril is National Poetry Month, and some students at CHS ence, and I find myself revitalized. I loved it and would
have already started to immerse themselves in poetry. On
highly recommend it to any thoughtful lovers of the huTuesday, March 20, students attended the Dodge Poetry
manities.”
Festival at Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ.
The festival began with poetry readings from several poets,
including Catherine Doty, Naomi Extra, Roberto Carlos
Garcia, Maria, Mazziotti Gillan, Khalil Murrell, J.C. Todd,
Gretna Wilkinson, and Paul-Victor Winters. All the poets
are quite successful and have been published many times.
Many of them have been recognized for their poems and
have won awards and honors.
After listening to the poets read their poems, students had
the chance to interact with the poets more personally. In
small groups, students had the opportunity to ask poets
questions about their lives, careers, and poetry. Afterwards,
students explored Grounds for Sculpture.

Although poetry lovers certainly will enjoy the festival, anyone can attend and find themselves engaged with the poets.
Lucas believed it would be a beneficial event for all students, saying “It’s more about the substance of poetry than
the form— human experience as opposed to the word solely.”
When asked about her thoughts on the festival, senior
Anais Hou said, “It was my first time at the Dodge Poetry
Festival, and going to the festival was a great experience.
There were so many inspirational poets and thoughtprovoking discussions. I would definitely recommend it to
anyone looking to expand their appreciation of the arts.
Along with the poetry, having the time to explore Grounds
for Sculpture was also amazing!”

Students from CHS have been attending the festival at
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Well Played: CHS Orchestra Festival

By: Eva Nee
At 7:00pm on Thursday March 22, the Hopewell Valley Central High School Orchestra gave an outstanding
performance in the district orchestra festival. In addition to the Central High School, Timberlane Middle
School, and the four elementary schools, Bear Tavern,
Toll Gate, Hopewell, and Stony Brook, also participated in the festival. Small ensembles also performed.
The concert encompassed notable pieces, such as Cavatina by Dvorak. The concert concluded with an incredible rendition of A Hero’s Journey by Soon Hee Newbold
with the Timberlane and CHS Orchestra. This festival
is the first combined orchestra concert in an astounding seven years. In the 2011 concert, the entire orchestra performed with Barrage, the acclaimed string ensemble that incorporates their music with physical choreography.

tet, a group of accomplished chamber musicians. Students were also given insight by a Hopewell graduate
who was the concertmaster of the orchestra when he
attended high school. The mentors aided the orchestra
in preparing for the night’s concert.
Ms. Morse, Orchestra and Piano director, said, “Every
year something exciting is planned. The concert featured the talent from the elementary schools through
the middle and high schools. I think it was a great
night to showcase all of the wonderful orchestra musicians throughout the district.”

Ms. Morse also recommends joining orchestra for a
unique experience. “Orchestra is a great course to take
because you are exposed to many types of music. It is
the one class where you can see and work with your
friends in the same class. The orchestra can prepare
you be a musician who loves to play for fun and to attend concerts, but our program can also prepare you to
enter the major symphonies or be a concert soloist.”

This year, the district orchestra benefited from feedCongratulations to all of the performers at the district
back and constructive criticism from the Heimat Quar- orchestra festival for an impressive concert!

Hundreds of Students Gather
Against Gun Violence
By: Eliza Rosenthale
One positive thing that the country has learned after the latest
school shooting is that teenagers know their worth. On March
14th, 2018, a month after 17 people were killed by a gunman at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida,
thousands of students across the nation gathered outside their
schools to remember those that were lost a month earlier and to
protest gun violence.

The five impassioned seniors that led the gathering spoke of the
urgent need for gun law reform. They contradicted claims that
semi-automatic and automatic weapons are not a real threat to
public lives. Each name of the 14 students and 3 teachers killed in
the Parkland shooting echoed from their mouths and throughout
the turf field. In the moments between each one, all that could be
heard was the occasional sniffle from the crowd.

Some students chose to reflect on, protest for, and/or memorialize those lost in Parkland for 17 silent minutes inside the building, lining the hallways outside their classrooms. They were also
given the option to write messages of support and solidarity on
red paper handprints, soon to be put on display in CHS’s hallways. Activities inside the building were organized by Student
Council: President Julie Cane, Vice President Cam Brower,
Among these students who left their classrooms, about 300
Board of Education representative Caroline Phillips, senior CaroHopewell Valley Central High School students gathered on the
line Levine, and sophomores Alex Franzino, Ethan Block, Eva
turf field, peppering the crisp snow with the bright orange that
represents the movement for gun reform. The gathering was orga- Ondreyka, Grace Garnich, Sofia Guerino, and Pauline Balasic.
nized by senior Byung-Chul Han and led by seniors Byung-Chul
On March 14th 2018, teenagers across the nation disproved the
Han, Butterfly Barnes, Sierra Kochersperger, Lucas Carskygeneralization often made by adults that they are naive, lazy, or
Wilson, and Johanna Lange. They stood on a bench in front of
uninvolved. When the adults in the American government were
hundreds of their peers who squinted up at them through wind
inactive, students demanded action and change in laws to inand tears. Students paraded signs, asserting the value of the lives crease their safety. Hopewell Valley Central High school students
of themselves and their peers, displaying the messages, “I want to were some of the many teenagers who gathered in solidarity beleave high school in a cap and gown, not a body bag” or “Fear has cause they don’t want to be the next victims.
not place in our school.”
The Bulldog Reporter
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CritiC’s Corner
The Book Was Better… No, Wait
By: Katharine Lee
A common complaint for movie adaptations
of popular books is that they are unfaithful
to their source material, and this season’s
source of public outcry is A Wrinkle in Time,
originally written by Madeleine L’Engle and
brought to the big screen (for the second
time) by Ava DuVernay. As a fan of the original novel, I found myself, not unexpectedly,
disappointed by the omissions and revisions
the movie decided to make.

is love!” to the idiosyncratic speech of Mrs.
Who (she speaks only in quotes) being abandoned when it becomes inconvenient.
Disney has done what it does best: made A
Wrinkle in Time into an easy story with warm
emotional affirmation and flashy visuals at
the expense of the book’s stranger yet more
fascinating aspects. When divorced from its
original context, the movie becomes more
widely appealing.

biracial kid to be bullied, and the implications of the father disappearing and leaving
his wife and children behind lend themselves
to malicious gossip. The societal disparagement of black women’s hair has led to it becoming an uncomfortable topic, lending
more realism to Meg’s insecurity about her
hair.

It’s important to keep in mind is that this
movie is a children’s movie. That isn’t an
excuse, as some children’s movies can hold
The movie generated controversy with diversity in its casting, especially with Meg Murry powerful messages that emotionally impact
both kids and adults, but simple and clear
The most noticeable thing about this movie being mixed race and two out of the three
“Misses” being played by people of color. The sentiments like the ones presented in this
is that it is pretty. Regardless of how you
movie have their place in the cinematic canpersonally feel about Oprah’s jewel-encrusted choices in casting was a step in the right dion as well. When the sledgehammer sentieyebrows, there’s no denying that the movie rection in bringing a fresh take to L’Engle’s
ments of “the power of love” and “believe in
classic novel, and DuVernay has succeeded
is aesthetically glamorous, with the three
yourself” come crashing down with every line
“Misses” dolled up in fantastical outfits with in bringing a stronger message of empowerof dialogue, it’s hard, as a jaded teenager, to
ment to girls of color.
progressively more intricate hairstyles. But
the movie makes the storyline “pretty” as well Meg being biracial actually lends itself to an not cringe in your seat. But A Wrinkle in Time
-- the weird quirks of the story that made the interesting perspective of her character, as it can still be appreciated for the positive mesoriginal book so interesting are sanded off of gives more meaning behind her isolation and sage it presents to kids, though it does little
else.
for the screen, from the scientific act of tesher insecurities. Sadly, it makes sense for a
sering being boiled down to “The frequency

Review: Jessica Jones Season 2
By: Patrick Meara
In comparison to the other made-for-Netflix
Marvel shows, the first season of Jessica Jones
was probably the least sloppy. The writing was
strong throughout, and it explores its central
themes of control through a well-paced plot
carried by a fascinating and diverse cast. The
second season doesn’t quite live up to these
expectations but is still a perfectly fine piece
of television.

enced by losing her family in a car accident.

on.

There’s nothing necessarily wrong with this
choice, but I was disappointed by it. Reviving
a lost relative for the sake of drama is an old
trope that has been done countless times
before. Most notably, its been done in these
other Marvel properties: Luke Cage, The Defenders, Captain America: The Winter Soldier,
Thor: Ragnarok, Guardians of the Galaxy vol. 2,
and Black Panther.

The season’s subplots suffer a similar fate.
Though all fine on a conceptual basis, the
season seems to want every character to have
an arc. While this is a fine ambition, the
sheer quantity causes the plotlines to crowd
each other out, and leave them all underdeveloped.

Of course, there’s more to a TV show than
the writing, but the writing is the frame upon
Each of these examples uses the plot point for which the rest of these aspects are built. Jessidifferent reasons. In some, it’s a cheap plot
ca Jones is otherwise competently produced
Jessica Jones tells the story of an eponymous
device
intended
to
surprise
the
audience;
in
with occasional strokes of brilliance such as
and superpowered private investigator who
others,
it’s
a
vehicle
to
help
explore
the
its use of lighting motifs. But these story flaws
tries to contend with the various traumas of
themes
of
the
story.
Jessica
Jones
season
two
drag down an otherwise good season.
her past. In the first season, these traumas are
leans
toward
the
former.
those related to a past abusive relationship
At its best, Jessica Jones is a well crafted, charwith a supervillain with a form of mind con- The introduction of Jessica’s presumed-dead acter-centered drama, but such stories need
trol that ensures his every command is
family member inspires little reflection. What the characters to have a meaningful purpose.
obeyed.
we get instead is a lot of meandering between The first season gave them that, which makes
conflicted feelings of love for the family she
its absence from the second all the more conIn the second season, the trauma she conthought
was
lost
and
horror
at
how
they’ve
spicuous. But hey, it’s not like the second
tends with seems at first to be the result of
changed.
Instead
of
using
these
conflicting
season was all that bad. It just fell short of its
the invasive medical procedures that gave her
emotions
as
the
driving
force
behind
substanpotential.
powers. But halfway through the season, the
tive
drama
or
meaningful
character
developreturn of a presumed dead family member
ment, the show just presents them and moves
shifts the focus to the trauma Jessica experiPage 4
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Review: Untitled
By: Patrick Meara
Most documentaries guide their audience like tourists. They drop
you down in a place and lead you around until you’ve seen what
the filmmakers meant for you to see. Generally, what they want
you to see includes a conclusion. The film is really just a path towards that conclusion.
Austrian director Michael Glawogger had a different idea for a
documentary. His vision was for a film that “[Proceeds] without
aim. Drifting with no direction except one’s own curiosity and
intuition.”
In early 2014, he set out to create such a film, traveling around
Italy, the Balkans, and Africa with a camera rolling, observing the
sights and sounds of everyday lives. The result of these recordings
was Untitled, a haunting and beautiful documentary with no obvious form but an unmistakable emotional resonance.

sand words, after all. No matter how much time and effort I spend
trying to figure out the perfect way to describe a child being savagely beaten before a crowd, I’ll never match the horrors of seeing it
personally.
That happens in the movie, to be clear. At one point, you are treated to documentary footage of a group of people gathered around a
child as he is beaten by another boy twice his size. It’s shocking to
watch. It goes on for an uncomfortable length of time. But it forces you to contend with your role as a spectator.
In any film, the action taking place on screen is the knowledge of
only the people on screen and the audience watching at home. In
some cases, especially in a documentary, the presence of the audience can be an intrusion. In scenes such as the beating, you, the
audience, an outsider, witnesses something not meant for them.
You haunt these scenes like a ghost, watching while unseen.

By allowing the viewer to wander the world as the director did, the
film presents a global experience in more than one sense. These
The images he recorded flow together one after the other with
images offer the viewer a cultural education through observation
little to no context. You go from workers sifting through mud for foregoing context, to make them take away more personal. Of
diamonds in Africa to a man sawing through a tree in the Alps.
course, the limitations of film prevent true personalization. When
You see a bombed out church in Bosnia and then the glowing
you watch Untitled, the experience is premade. The sequence of
nightlife of Sierra Leone. I could go on describing all of the variscenes and images is chosen by the editor. Any conclusions you
ous vignettes throughout the movie, but that wouldn’t make for a draw from them are your own, but you are primed to see the footvery interesting review.
age as someone else saw it. That being said, for the perspective that
Worse, it would understate their impact. A picture’s worth a thou- it offers, Untitled is worth seeing for yourself.
such as over-policing in the war on drugs
and politicians’ racially coded statements
about urban crime are increasingly issues
The Punisher is a spinoff of the popular Net- popularized and discussed by progressive
flix-produced series Daredevil that follows groups. Opposition to these concerns has
the titular character, Frank Castle, after the doubled down and insists that criminality
conclusion of his quest to avenge his fami- must be stopped by any means necessary.
ly’s death at the hand of organized crime.
Generally, these means involve stricter poUnfortunately, demons from his past relicing to suppress criminal elements in unmain, and he ends up pulled back into a
derprivileged communities.
military conspiracy involving his old MaThe Punisher tacitly reinforces this perspecrines unit.
tive on crime by embodying it and turning
His solution to this problem is the same as it into an aspirational figure. He’s not just a
his solution to all of his problems: kill the cop, but the embodiment of justice, capable
guilty parties. This aspect of the Punisher
of mowing down criminal after criminal.
has existed since his days as a comic book
He alleviates viewers’ fears about crime by
character. He’s framed as a darker answer
empowering them. But in doing so, he reinto other superheroes, someone committed forces the nastier impulses and prejudices
to rooting out and putting down crime for that come with this fear.
good. While the series closely ties his motiNow, the series sort of acknowledges the
vations to revenge, the situation has unsavory undertones. Is the Punisher really do- more harmful implications of the Punisher.
ing the right thing? More importantly, does There’s a subplot that involves a domestic
his quest for revenge reinforce uncomforta- terrorist inspired by Frank’s crusade, and
throughout, Frank is vocally opposed to the
ble realities about the American criminal
character’s actions. But even when he dejustice system?
nounces the terrorist, Frank only ever
The way that our nation deals with crime
seems to condemn his tactics: killing innohas come under fire in recent years. Topics cent civilians, using bombs instead of guns.

Review: The Punisher Season 1
By: Patrick Meara
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Neither of these points really answers the
concerns that a character like the Punisher
raises. They seem to instead say, “If you
want to be the Punisher, look your victim
in the eye, and don’t miss.” Is that really
the best message to spread?
Of course, any superhero story has to contend with the question of vigilantism, but
few render it quite as cathartically as The
Punisher. Every kill produces a certain satisfaction. These emotions aren’t necessarily
bad, but their origins are worthy of scrutiny. Of course, such scrutiny can be applied
to most works of action heroism, and perhaps it should.
The Punisher is not a show I would consider
bad, just problematic. Concerned as I may
be by what it represents, I cannot deny that
I enjoyed its action scenes. My only recommendation to prospective viewers would be
to carefully reflect on what message its action seems to represent. But honestly, you
should just do that with all media anyway.
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Spring Track Starts
By: Paul Frank

Long-distance runners strive to improve their endurance
by going on longer runs.

Spring track allows students to stay in shape and become more involved with the school while also meeting
Although the weather hasn’t cooperated, the spring
new people. Many students enjoy the team aspect of
track team isn’t going to let anything stop them from
running and practicing. Before leaving for spring break, track.
the boys’ and girls’ winter track teams began practicing
Sophomore Ayman Rahman said, “I really enjoyed winfor their season.
ter track - the coaches spend time helping you improve
Coached by Mr. Oldfield, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Bailey, and individually and find your event and put you in meets
for it to allow you [to gain] some real experience even if
others, the track team practices every day after school
you're not amazing at first, or even if you don't win the
and on Saturdays. There are three main groups of students: sprinters, throwers, and distance. Students have a first few meets. I am excited to see how both the team
wide array of events to compete in, like high jump, pole and I improve throughout the new season."
vault, long jump, and hurdles. Events range from a fiftyThe team’s first meet was on April 3rd, and they have
five meter sprint to a two mile run. Practices include
many more to come. If you get the chance, go out and
workouts to improve strength, agility, and endurance;
support Hopewell’s Spring Track team!
different strengths and skills are needed for each event.

Monthly Horoscopes
By: Michael Stivala

days as you and furniture begin not seeing
eye to eye. You are to be complemented for
your skill at navigating newspapers.

Aries: March 21-April 19
Aries, Happy Birthday! It just so happens
that you’re the lead sign in this column. If
you weren’t so sure of yourself, you’d be
quite intolerable, but as it is, you capture
attention like a fancy new ring – with or
without a real gemstone.

Leo: July 23-August 22
Leo, things are looking up for you! You can
keep this up if you continue to make good
choices like doing your homework on time
and maybe try eating a vegetable with dinner, like, at least once.

Taurus: April 20-May 20
It's never easy, Taurus. But anytime you’re
feeling low, remember how much fun the
cast of “Friends” had! And, just like you,
their jobs were jokes, they were broke, and
their love lives were DOA.
Gemini: May 21-June 20
You never cried when you fell on the playground and you only shed a single Braveheart man-tear that time you were pantsed
in front of your 6th grade gym class. Never
let ‘em see you sweat, Gemini
Cancer: June 21-July 22
Get used to seeing bruises over the next few
Page 6

Virgo: August 23-September 22
Remember when your mom said you could
be anything you wanted and you thought
maybe you could be an astronaut or a world
leader or something cool? Yeah… maybe
take a personal day to figure out where your
life went wrong, Virgo.
Libra: September 23-October 22
You’ve been working hard and it’s time to
blow off some steam, Libra. Just remember
to be careful not to drop your phone in the
toilet again.
Scorpio: October 23-November 21
Feeling like homework, tests, and pretty
much school in general stinks? This week is
a good week for taking a break from school

Scorpio...
Sagittarius: November 22-December 21
I know that it’s kinda cold, but kinda not
really… but fleece vests were never a good
look and are not making a comeback, Sagittarius.
Capricorn: December 22-January 19
A penny saved is a penny earned. But, let's
be honest, what’s a penny in a capitalist
society where it takes more to make it than
its worth? Treat yourself Capricorn!
Aquarius: January 20-February 18
Sick of seeing all of these prom and j-prom
announcements on social media? Thinking
you may be better off alone? You’re right,
my dear Aquarius. Maybe you should consider adopting a cat or five.
Pisces: February 19-March 20
This month, you’ll breathe in the wondrous
fragrance of the world blooming around you
(assuming it doesn't snow again) and the
allergy causing pollen that comes with it. I
guess you have something in common with
Spring after all.
The
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Op-Ed
The Fight Between Assertive
Autocracy and Dying
Democracy

stitutions. His attacks on the media and respect for the
rule of law have become regular occurrences.

A coalition of European democracies distracted by internal EU tensions sits in Brussels. It’s in a standoff with Russia over coal. Ot’s in a standoff with China over trade and
By: Paul Frank
capital. In 2017, Hungary and Greece refused to denounce
Xi Jinping, the President of China, sits in Beijing, attempt- Russian torture of human rights lawyers and withdrew a
EU statement to the United Nations Humans Rights
ing to make totalitarianism work. Domestically, he has
succeeded. Globally, his influence exponentiates on a daily Council revealing China’s human rights record. In cases
basis. China doesn’t impose its political model on others, such as these, the EU was hindered by the tendrils of aubut it demands something else: their silence. If a country thoritarian manipulation.
wants to work with China, crossing it risks alienation.
Meanwhile, leaders of smaller countries sit in between dicAfter Liu Xiaobo, a human rights activist who denounced tatorship and democracy. Australia and New Zealand, for
the Chinese Communist Party’s rule, was awarded the No- example, are on the frontlines of China’s campaign of influence in media and politics. Their governments are
bel Peace Prize, China cut ties with Norway for six years.
Relations were restored in 2017 after Norway promised to struggling to respond and are getting indifference from
their allies, rather than support.
never take action against the Chinese government’s human rights violations. Since then, Norway—a country that
champions democracy and human rights—hasn’t said a
In Europe, countries with weak democratic cultures take
word about human rights abuses in China. Even activist
inspiration more from authoritarianism than democracy
groups like Greenpeace have yet to comment on China’s due to China and Russia’s global success. Poland has
environmental destructions in the South China Sea. Many passed a law banning free discourse. In Hungary, Prime
suspect their silence is in exchange for access to the South Minister Viktor Orban is forging a one-party autocracy
China Sea.
based off the Chinese model. The Czech Republic, a counVladimir Putin, the President of Russia, sits in Moscow.
He may have less power than President Xi, but he can effectively manipulate democratic societies from afar. This is
orchestrated by using social media accounts to post stories
that stir up enmity among social groups. For instance, less
than an hour after the shooting at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Florida, a myriad of posts from
Russia-linked Twitter accounts to set Americans against
each other on the issue of gun control.
Donald Trump, the President of the United States, sits in
Washington D.C. Rather than stand up to Xi and Putin’s
assaults on institutions of liberty, Trump chooses to admire their authoritarian nature and attack those same inThe Bulldog Reporter

try ensnared in political scandals, has been described as a
“democracy without democrats”.
It isn’t surprising that liberty has enemies. However, the
defense of liberty is becoming more and more nonexistent.
A free world where citizens enjoy liberty, rule of law, and
mutual trust does exist. But that world has become adrift
in self-doubt.
Democratic nations need to unite in defense of liberty, but
they are not finding their voice. The EU should lead, but
it’s divided and unable. The United States should lead,
but it’s retreating into narrow self-interest and isolation.
The advantage is on the side of assertive autocracy. It
needs to be confronted, but is it too late?
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America’s
Economic Echo
Chamber
By: Lucas CarskyWilson

struggle between social classes and views
modern history as the struggle between the
workers and the capitalists, who employ the
workers and own property. Property in this
sense are commodities, like steel, and the
means of production, like a factory. While
workers may work 8 hours a day, they will
never earn 8 hours of wages, as the employer
retains some of their labor as profit, exploiting workers.

Marx sees Communism as the solution to
After the 2016 election, America found itself exploitation, and divides its implementation
with some uncomfortably large rifts. People
into three stages:
across the country saw splintered views and
1. Dictatorship of the Proletariat, where
ideology and believed that it was because
workers seize power and begin executive
both the Democrats and Republicans were
reform of the State.
in an ideological echo chamber, listening
only to those views they agreed with.
2. Socialism, where an interim governWhile they may disagree on social issues and
ment, democratically elected, continues
governance, both parties are economically in
the transition with wide social welfare
agreement: each supports varying intensities
programs and some pseudo-currency in
of capitalism. Most of America is in an echo
the form of Labor Vouchers.
chamber. An economic echo chamber is the
most dangerous of all, as the economy repre3. Communism, where the formal State
sents power and can decide life and death.
is dissolved. Instead, the workers democratically decide upon the course of
John F. Kennedy once said, “We are not
events. Machinery is widespread, and
afraid to entrust the American people with
automation ensures abundance.
unpleasant facts, foreign ideas, alien philosophies, and competitive values. For a nation
The key to socialism is the Labor Theory of
that is afraid to let its people judge the truth
Value, which dictates an object's worth as
and falsehood in an open market is a nation
equal to the average amount of time to make
that is afraid of its people.”
it. This defeats the myth that everyone makes
the same wage under communism. If you
The State’s actions were radically different.
make two chairs in the time it takes someone
For the next three decades, America fought
else to make one, you will earn twice as
proxy wars against the Soviet Union and its
much. Thus your skills and hard work are
satellite states and crafted an immense propvalued.
aganda machine to keep the public in support of the government.
One factor that gives communism an edge in
the future is automation. As workers are
Post Cold War, anti-communist propaganda
confronted with robots being capable of
remained. The legacy of this is tragedy: most
performing an ever-greater share of jobs, they
Americans don’t understand communism
are left with two views. Where shall we go
and are unaware that there is an alternative
for jobs? How will we survive? By capitalism,
to capitalism and its woes. To that end, of
we can panic at our replacement. But under
pushing you, the reader, a bit out of your
communism, we can relax. We don’t have to
echo chamber, I’ll do my best to explain
work as much; we can dedicate ourselves to
what communism is and clear up some misour passions.
conceptions surrounding it. I’ll deal mostly
with Marxist communism, but there are a
There are counterarguments to communism:
multiplicity of schools on communism, and I
it has been tried, ignores human nature, and
encourage you to broaden your horizons.
stifles innovation. All of these arguments
ignore the facts.
At its core, communism views history as the

First, communism has not properly been
tried, and no society has ever progressed to
mature communism. Communism’s failure
to implement does not invalidate it. Most
ideologies do not succeed on the first attempt. I’ll examine the most prominent socalled Communist State, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, look at what went
wrong, and explain why it was not Communist.
The USSR was founded after the 1917 October Revolution. Leader Vladimir Lenin was
faced with a dilemma. He needed administrators for the state, and few of the workers
were educated. He turned to the feudal Tsarist administrators, who intended to cement
themselves again as a ruling class.
Capitalist states were opposed to communism and did everything they could to
halt it, including accepting only grain as payment for the equipment to industrialize,
putting a choice before Lenin: either fail to
advance or face starvation. He played the
long game, and famine went rampant.
Lenin’s death led to the succession of Joseph
Stalin, a tyrant and a dictator focused on the
accreting power. With Stalin's ascension, the
USSR was no longer communist. It was just
a regular, old-fashioned dictatorship, hiding
behind the facade of Socialism. Every communist movement post-Russia was influenced by the Soviet example and planted the
seeds for failure.
Another refutation to communism is that it
ignores human nature. Humans are selfinterested, thus incompatible with communism. This view restricts its perspective to
only capitalist societies, where the desire to
accumulate wealth has been ingrained. It is
not the natural state of human existence,
and, if given sufficient necessities and influenced by the rest of society into altruism,
even the most hardened capitalists can
change.
Next issue, I’ll cover innovation in communism and discuss capitalism’s flaws,
among them monopolies and support of
imperialism and racism.
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Loving the Country
Won’t Fix Society
By: Alisa Voronkova
“The action of a State in making it compulsory for children in the public schools
to salute the flag and pledge allegiance -- by
extending the right arm, palm upward, and
declaring, ‘I pledge allegiance to the flag of
the United States of America and to the
Republic for which it stands; one Nation,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all’ violates the First and Fourteenth Amendments.”

Not many countries have cultivated this
cult of blind obedience with a morning
pledge of allegiance that children recite.
These countries include Nazi Germany
and North Korea.
From Nazi Germany: I swear by God this
holy oath, that I want to offer unconditional obedience to the Führer of the German Reich and people, Adolf Hitler, the
commander-in-chief of the Wehrmacht,
and be prepared as a brave soldier to risk
my life for this oath at any time.

From North Korea, a reporter from the
Guardian describes firsthand as children
are required to pledge allegiance to their
- United States Supreme Court
(West Virginia State Bd. of Educ. v. Barnette, “dear leader.”
1943)
“Standing in arrow-straight rows, their
faces are hardly the picture of happiness as
When he ignores the pledge, the sitting
they are forced to pledge their allegiance to
student takes a stand. However small his
North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un and
protest or the disagreement, it is in his
call him ‘father’. Troubling images of them
own right, and vital to a true democracy.
Perhaps he doesn’t agree with the uncon- being inducted into an organisation likstitutional “under God” phrase that we are ened to the Hitler Youth emerged as their
instructed to recite, despite the separation despot leader pressed ahead with plans to
launch a ballistic missile, potentially with
of church and state. Perhaps the student
doesn’t feel that the “liberty and justice for nuclear capabilities.”
all” clause isn’t applicable to a nation
where killers of innocent black men walk
free, and many wrongful convictions have
taken place. Perhaps the student does not
wish to honor a country that was established on the stolen land of genocidestricken Native Americans, built on the
aching, sunburnt, whip marked backs of
African slaves. Perhaps the student protesting the flag isn’t protesting namely
Donald J. Trump, for people have disliked
the pledge long before his presidency, but
something bigger.

People may use a similar argument against
the “Take a Knee” movement. On August
26th, 2016, San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick controversially
took a knee for the national anthem, stating “I am not going to stand up to show
pride in a flag for a country that oppresses
black people and people of colour.”

and of great significance, was a slave owner.
Outcry came from the conservativeminded portion American public, including the president over Twitter, over the
kneeling they found intrinsically and morally wrong. There is something terrible,
they asserted, for a Black man to be nonviolently protesting in the name of civil
rights, right? Yet when Martin Luther King
JR. Day rolled around, they had cited his
sermons with great enthusiasm, never once
thinking that if he was alive today, Martin
Luther King would make the choice to
kneel in solidarity beside Kaepernick, in a
heartbeat.
To conclude, to fix society, it is necessary
to admit our failures and the logical fault
in honoring them. From every shutdown,
to every killer walking free, to the lack of
gun reform, to horrific injustices and atrocities such as the dropping of the atomic
bomb, Native American genocide, and
Japanese internment, it is illogical to blindly honor the history of the United States.
Protesting antiquated traditions that rely
on blind worship, anti-patriotism, is not
cancer of society. On the contrary, it is
taking a stand in order to change the government and society for the better. Changes must be made, not for the sake of performative “patriotism” and pressure to
conform, but for the sake of principle.

For his noble and dissenting sentiment, he We must fix society for the millions of
citizens who deserve better, and for the
was essentially blacklisted from the NFL
international community so they may foland received heavy criticism.
low suit. Just like anything else, standing
for the pledge is a personal choice, an exerThe Pledge of Allegiance isn’t about the
“No refuge could save the hireling and slave / cise of one's First Amendment rights, but
current president. It’s about renouncing
From the terror of flight or the gloom of the
there are so many reasons to abstain.
an antiquated symbol of American nativgrave / And the star-spangled banner in triism, nationalism and xenophobia, and of umph doth wave / O’er the land of the free and
When bigotry and antiquated attitudes
patriots who blindly follow the status quo the home of the brave. “
have quelled, justice is served, communiof the American Government. The pledge
ties are safe, white supremacy upended,
remains symbolic, but not of what was
Kaepernick additionally opposed to the
due process is ubiquitous, and a culture of
taught to us in elementary school. It is a
“forgotten” third verse of the anthem,
respect and mutualism is established, then
symbol of blind cult of obedience and a
which mentioned slavery, and the fact the I will respect my country.
mantra millions of people keep repeating author of our “brave and free” country’s
without considering the true meaning.
national anthem, a song considered sacred
The Bulldog Reporter
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International
The Future of China’s

Domestic Impacts

Environmental Efforts

The MEE is expected to become the largest and most powerful environmental regulatory body in the world. It will be
orchestrated across the country, enforcing China’s emission
restrictions.

Expand as New Ministry Formed
By: Paul Frank
In mid March, shortly after Chinese President Xi Jinping secured the possibility of long-term presidential powers, the
Chinese State Council presented draft plans to consolidate
environmental policymaking in the newly formed Ministry of
Ecological Environment (MEE). The efficiency of MEE will
put China’s ambitions of global efforts to address environmental challenges to the test and will also determine China’s
environmental future.
Context
Since the beginning of the Xi presidency, Chinese environmental policymaking has been arduous and inspiring. Addressing the 19th Party Congress in October 2017, Xi envisioned a China with cleaner air and water, more efficient
energy use, and a global leadership position on climate
change. At the 2018 Government Work Plan, an event in
which federal departments create a series of objectives for the
new year, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang called for closing inefficient coal and steel plants, increasing China’s electric car
fleet, banning waste imports, and hardening pollution standards and enforcement.

However, given the State Council’s lackluster record, the
MEE faces challenges in terms of efficiency, especially on climate change. Since 2010, the National Development and
Reform Commission (NDRC) attempted to pull China out
of the largest emissions trading system in the world with little
to no success. Although the failure of these attempts has disappointed many, they represented a meaningful change from
China’s environmental priorities of developing first and
cleaning up later. Now, however, the MEE will have to succeed where the NDRC failed if China ever hopes to advance
its climate ambitions.
Meanwhile, coordination problems will not disappear under
the MEE. Beyond coordinating internally on the myriad of
issues under its authority, the MEE must work with other
departments and agencies to create efficient and effective
policies.
International Relevancy

The international need for success is high. China’s domestic
policies have an outsized ability to influence global climate
change, reduce transboundary pollution, and remodel global
resource management strategies. While reforms may lead to a
These goals reflect a new generation in China’s development
as an enlightened, self-interested world power. Half a century cleaner environment in China, the world clearly benefits as
well.
of rapid industrialization has reaped exponential GDP
growth, booming commerce, and a widespread reduction in
poverty. However, it also produced toxic urban air and water What isn’t as clear, is whether these reforms will repair the
environmental fallout from China’s construction of military
quality and made China the world’s largest greenhouse gas
bases and oil rigs in the South China Sea, coal plants in Paki(GHG) emitter. As a result, China is rolling out non-fossil
fuel energy on a historic scale, applying environmental stand- stan, and mineral mines in the Congo.
ards, and penalizing factories— the largest emitters of GHGs.
It will likely take a new generation of Chinese environmental
However, China’s environmental policy has been hindered by policymaking to address these causes of GHG emittance.
However, what is certain is that China’s emerging “ecocontradicting agendas and uneven power dynamics, which
civilizational” principles provide a promising start.
China’s State Council seeks to address in the MEE.
Page 10

The Bulldog Reporter

Interview with Adam Liptak
By Anna Salvatore
Adam Liptak has been The New York Times’ Supreme Court
correspondent for eight years. He previously served as an
Times copyboy, lawyer, and national legal correspondent.

case to explain it well, and then they make their points in
deft, crisp, conversational English. Scalia, at his best, is probably the best writer of the three of them. He was really a
memorable stylist with a real gift for fresh images.

When do you feel comfortable making a prediction in a
case?
When I walk out of an argument, I’d say 80% of the time I
What advice did Linda Greenhouse give you before you
have a pretty good feel for where it’s going, and maybe 50%
took over the Supreme Court beat in 2008?
of the time I’ll put an indication of that into my story. By
She always read the dissent first. She said if you read the
the time you’ve read the briefs, seen the argument, heard the
dissent first, you have a pretty good idea of what’s going on
questions, and know that the Court is in general more likely
in the decision. Because the majority opinion will sometimes
to rule for the petitioner by a ⅔ margin, you have a lot of
try to paper over what it’s actually doing, and the dissent will
information about how to make the judgement.
often call out the majority decision. So I thought that was
excellent advice.
How do you feel about the Supreme Court allowing cameras in the courtroom, and when might it happen?
How often do you attend oral arguments, and what’s your
It’s not going to happen in the foreseeable future. The
routine?
Court is very happy not to have cameras. My personal view:
I probably go to a little more than half of them. I think it’s a
there’s no principled reason to exclude citizens from the
great opportunity to 1) get into the case, 2) see some very
opportunity to see their government at work in a public setgood advocacy, and 3) see the Justices speaking extemporating. If you’re going to allow 400 people in the room, I don’t
neously and seeing their habits of mind at work. I take
know why you can’t allow camera coverage. I think the Jusnotes, but except in the very few cases where I feel a need to
tices don’t want it because they like their privacy, they don’t
write immediately as soon as the argument is over, I’m really
want to be recognized at the supermarket, and they don’t
taking them to remind myself of what to look for in the tranwant to be made fun of on late night television. I don’t
script. You get transcripts within hours of the conclusion of
think those are principled reasons.
the argument, and given how hard it is to take accurate
notes of extended exchanges, often with cross-talk, if I can
If you could find out the ruling of any case this term ahead
rely on the transcript, I will. So in a way I’m just making
of time, what would it be?
notes to myself, saying “here’s this word you should search
Masterpiece Cakeshop. That’s the case people really care
for in the transcript.”
about. I was saying that I feel pretty confident in my predictions, but I don’t know how that one’s going to come out.
How has your writing style changed in the 16 years since
you became a Times writer?
What is the most important non-blockbuster case this
You know, I fear that it has not improved. I just happened
term?
to be looking at an article I wrote in 2006, when I was still
I don’t know how to answer that. Oh, I guess probably the
the national legal reporter before I started covering the
workplace arbitration case. I think there the Court is likely
court. I thought that old piece was quite well-written. And
to make it harder for workers to go into court to litigate
when I’m writing about the Supreme Court, it’s such an
workplace questions. And, as with consumers, they’ll be
effort to take technical, jargon-filled material and turn it into
forced to go to arbitration. That’s going to be a major move,
something readable. If you’ve achieved that, you’re in pretty
and it probably won’t get the attention it deserves.
decent shape journalistically. But I can’t say. I often think
that it allows me to do my best writing.
Are there any books you’d recommend for a high schooler
interested in the Supreme Court?
Out of all the Justices you’ve covered, which ones have
I think Jeff Toobin’s books, particular The Nine, are very
been the best writers?
good. Noah Feldman’s book called Scorpions about the SuOut of all the justices I’ve covered, the three best writers are
preme Court slightly longer ago is terrific. And Simple Justice,
Justice Scalia, the Chief Justice, and Justice Kagan. In the
case of Roberts and Kagan, it’s partly due to clarity and con- a book about Brown v. Board of Education by Richard Kluger,
versational style. So they make a real effort in a complicated is really terrific as well.
The Bulldog Reporter

Page 11

The Bulldog Reporter
Executive Editors:
Contributing Writers:
Julia Drake
Lucas Carsky-Wilson Paul Frank
Sophia Lo
Katharine Lee Sophia Lo Patrick MearaSophia Stivala
Eva Nee Eliza Rosenthale Anna Salvatore
Abby Van Selous Alisa Voronkova
Layout:
Puzzle:
Ruby Reynertson Sophia Stivala
Michael Stivala
Nat Valenza
Interested in joining the newspaper? Stop by 217 during lunch on Wednesdays or email sophiastivala@hvrsd.org for more information.

