Massena Central School Board of Education Update
December 1, 2017
The Board of Education Meeting scheduled for Thursday, December 7, 2017 will begin at 5:30
pm in Room 314 of Massena High School. It is anticipated that the Board will go into executive
session at 5:30 pm to discuss such topics as personnel on the agenda prior to the regular meeting.
Community Schools Update
One of our District goals this year is to “Implement a Community Schools model”. To
accomplish this goal, we have been in the process of completing the following objectives:
1. Hire and train the Community Schools Site Coordinator.
2. Organize an Advisory Committee of stakeholders to support the community schools initiative.
3. Prepare a list of goals to be accomplished for use of funding to meet needs of students and
community.
a. Prepare and conduct needs survey of staff, parents, and community agencies.
b. Assess capacity of human and financial resources to meet established goals.
4. Identify programs and activities which would best meet the goals of the community schools
program.
a. Establish partnerships with community and state agencies to identify potential services.
b. Prepare cost analysis of proposed program activities.
c. Prepare and report plan to Board of Education for community schools program.
On Thursday, Community Schools Site Coordinator Kristin Colarusso Martin will provide an
update on our progress to date. Her presentation is attached to the BOE agenda.
New Board of Education Wiki
The Technology Staff has created a new Wiki for searching our Board policy manual. It has
some additional features to make finding policies easier. I will provide a demonstration on the
new wiki at the BOE meeting.
Donations to the District
The District has recently received two donations from Alcoa and Arconic. The first from
ALCOA is in the amount of the $3,000 for the Boys Varsity Hockey Team and the Arconic
donation is $1,000 to JH Robotics.
We appreciate the continued generosity of ALCOA and Arconic as they support our student
activities. Such community support is key to the success of our programs.
Other News
HS junior and IB student Samantha O’Keefe has initiated a Stress Relief Club as part of her IB
program. The goals of the program as listed in the club proposal are to

1. Provide tutoring to high school students
2. Consider using animal therapy for students who are stressed.
3. Teach students to cope with stress in healthy ways.
This is a volunteer organization with HS Science Teacher Jodi LaGarry to serve as the advisor.
The officers would be President Samantha O’Keefe, Vice-President Gina Seward, Secretary
Mallory Sunday, and Treasurer Anah Bogdan.
Here is the proposal to initail the new club using the process as outlined in Regulation 7410R.1
Resources to Support Education about Opioid Abuse
The following is information and resources from NYSSBA in regard to the opioid epidemic:
Despite efforts to combat the level of addiction, the opioid abuse epidemic continues to be a serious
problem across New York State. To help parents and educators, NYSSBA Governmental
Relations is sharing the Kitchen Table Toolkit. The Kitchen Table Toolkit was developed to assist
parents, teachers, counselors and the community with guidance on how to initiate conversations
about heroin and opioid abuse. This toolkit includes videos, power points and other resources that
were developed by the State and are available for use without fees.
 Kitchen Table Toolkit
Massena CSD in the News
The following are recent articles in the media about events and programs at Massena Central
School:
Mascot Issue: http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/opinion/an-idea-worth-cheeringcommittee-at-massena-central-suggests-adopting-new-mascot-20171128
Clarkson Robotics Competition: http://www.mpcourier.com/dco/local-students-gather-atclarkson-for-robotics-competition-20171203
Jefferson Elementary Attendance Event:http://www.mpcourier.com/dco/jeffersonelementary-school-classroom-celebrates-attendance-achievement-20171203
JH Honor Roll: http://www.mpcourier.com/dco/jw-leary-junior-high-school-announceshonor-roll-high-honor-roll-20171201
Special Education Spectacular: http://www.mpcourier.com/dco/massena-central-school-stlawrence-lewis-boces-host-special-education-spectacular-20171129
JH Social Studies: http://www.mpcourier.com/dco/jw-leary-junior-high-students-learnabout-original-13-colonies-20171129

JH Thanksgiving: http://www.mpcourier.com/dco/jw-leary-junior-high-school-studentsprepare-turkeys-for-thanksgiving-dinnner-20171128
Nightengale Puppet Show: http://northcountrynow.com/hometownphotos/massena/puppets-teach-massena

High School
News & Notes
Parent/Teacher Conferences

We had an excellent turn out at Parent Teacher conferences. Teachers reported having between
35-50 parents. Several other activites were scheduled that evening.
Senior Information Night
Nicole LaPage and Julie White present college information to parents of seniors during Parent
Teacher Conferences.

Parent could enjoy a bowl of soup sponsored by the Art Club and the People’s Project. Bowls
were made by members of the Art Club for a silent auction fundraiser.

Two winners of the Annual Massena After School Activities Poster Contest. Posters were on
display during Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Freshman Game Night

Link Crew Members were on hand for Freshman Game Night. Students worked on homework
first, assisted by Link Crew members, followed by games and activities.
Arts In Education

Each year the the high school is provided with a presentation in the arts through the BOCES AIE
CoSer. This year the JLine Crew entertained students with their stunning dance performance.
Each group that performs at the high school usually has a message for the students that includes
a story of issues they encountered during high school and what they did to overcome those
issues. The dancing was great and their personal accounts reiterated many of the topics that are
discussed in the Diuversity Events.
Diversity Event

Pictures from the Diversity Events. Three days are scheduled this year with the last being
December 5th. For the second time, teachers and students have commented on the powerful
impact this event has made on them. Thank you to Mr. Brady and the BOE for supporting this
project.
Chasing the Dragon – Freshman Academy
Once again, Freshman Academy collaborated with the US Attorney’s office to present the video,
“Chasing the Dragon”. We continue to support this important effort to help combat the level of

Opiate addiction in the North Country. Mayor Currier was on hand to speak to the freshman
about the importance of staying away from drugs and reiterated information on the opiate crisis
in the Massena area. A panel of stakeholders in the in this fight were on hand to talk to students
about their experiences in recovery or as an agent in helping people who are using or recovering
from using. Students had a chance to ask questions to the panel. Marilyn Morey, at the bottom, is
the representative from the US Attorney’s office who leads the discussion with the panel and
provides packets of information for teachers and students to take with them. She expresses her
gratitude to the District for collaborating with the US Attorney’s office to provide this powerful
presentation to our students.

Fall Blood Drive
Darci Johnson’s Business Academy classes once again sponsored a Blood Drive through the Red
Cross. Students take appointments, operate the registration table and make sure that supplies for
the donors are available.

Native America Day
This year the Mohawk Club worked hard to bring a variety of events to Native American Day.
There were some excellent presenters and we appreciate the participation by the staff and
students.

The day started with Ohen:ton Kariwatekan – the words that come before all else- with Eddie
Gray at the main entrance to the school. Thanks was given to the earth and all that it provides
while tobacco leaves are burned.
Next students learned ow to make Corn Husk Dolls with Gina Jacobs.

Darren Bonaparte provided a historical presentation on the influence of the Iroquois Confederacy
on American culture, as well as an explanation of the purpose of the wampum belt. His
presentation was intersting and very informative. I would encourage everyone to listen to one of
his presentations if they have a chance.

JOM provided lunch for anyone who was hungry. The menu was bean soup, hash, fried bread
dough and a strawberry drink. This is a traditional Haudenosaunee meal. After lunch, the
Haudenosaunee Social was held in the main gym, provided by the Traveling College Singers.
The members of the Mohawk Club worked hard, under the direction of Robin Logan, to organize
Native American Day. One of the goals of the Climate Committee is to expand these celebrations
to the elementary school. The last three picture are of Mohawk Club members assisting the
Traveling College during the socials at the elementary schools.

Upcoming Events
Dec 4 – Sophomore visitation at Seaway Tech
Dec 7 – HS Winter Concert – Chorus – 7:00pm in the auditorium
Dec 12 – HS Concert Band/Jazz/Orchestra Concert – 7:00pm in the auditorium
Dec 16 – Orchestra of Northern NY Concert – 7:30 in the auditorium
Junior High
News & Notes
OUR TEACHERS ARE HEROES

The pictures above of Mr. Marshall, Mrs. Witkop, Mr. Czajkowski and Mrs. Hull were simply
too good not to share. MCHS Senior Meagan Morgan (daughter of our own Mrs. Morgan) took
these pictures of our staff for a project she is working on. The efforts of our staff are heroic and
it is nice to see pictures which reflect who they really are.

Grade 7 Teaches Grade 8 about Child Labor
On Monday and Tuesday, Mr. Hewer's Grade 7 Social Studies students shared the findings of
their group research into American companies that exploit child labor or substandard working
conditions in the developing world with Ms. Charleson's Grade 8 English students. The Grade 7
students have been learning about slavery in both a historical and a contemporary context. They
conducted their research independently, evaluated the credibility of their sources and took on
varied roles and means in how to present the information to Grade 8 students, who stratified the
data and are now learning letter composition in the context of writing to some of these
companies.

J.W. Leary Junior High student Christian Harvey signed a national letter of intent to join
the Clarkson Golden Knights hockey team. His signing made him an official member of the
team, which was a lifelong dream.
J.W. Leary Junior High student Christian Harvey signed a national letter of intent last week to
join the Clarkson Golden Knights hockey team. His signing made him an official member of the
team, which was a lifelong dream.
Due to injuries sustained in a diving accident, Harvey uses a wheelchair. Prior to the accident, he
was an avid hockey player, and attended Clarkson University’s hockey camp.

Boston-based nonprofit Team Impact arranged for Harvey to join the Clarkson hockey team, a
partnership that is expected to benefit both Christian and the team.
On Nov. 16, staff and students at J.W. Leary Junior High acknowledged Harvey’s recent
accomplishment by wearing Clarkson apparel or the green and gold colors to show support and
pride for the teen. Staff and students lined the halls when he arrived at school in the morning, and
ushered him in with cheers and clapping. At the end of the day, staff and students gathered in the
gymnasium to take photos with Christian in order to mark the special day.
“Thank you to Clarkson University and Team Impact for making Christian’s dream come true,”
said J.W. Leary Principal Alan Oliver said in a news release. “This was truly a momentous
occasion for the entire J.W. Leary family, and we look forward to cheering on Christian’s new
team.”
http://northcountrynow.com/news/clarkson-hockey-makes-wheelchair-bound-massena-studentofficial-member-team-0222144

J.W. Leary Junior High students Makiah Moniere, Tony Munro, and Lia Lazare research and
discuss facts about the original 13 colonies to add to their flag in Anthony Caferella’s seventh
grade history class

Important Upcoming Dates
12/6/2017

JH Choral Concert, 7PM @ HS

12/7/2017

BOE Meeting at 5:30pm

12/8/2017

15 Week marking period ends

12/11/2017

Club Choice Fundraiser Begins

12/21/2017

First Day of Winter

12/22-1/1/2018 Holiday Break

Jefferson Elementary School
News & Notes
Jefferson Holiday Dessert Drive
During the month of November teachers and students discussed being thankful for our families,
friends, school, community, and the things we have. It is also a time when local “food pantries”
are gearing up for holiday distributions to the needy in our community. The Massena
Neighborhood Center, one of our local “food pantries”, once again asked us to continue our
tradition at Jefferson by participating in the annual Dessert Drive. Jefferson families continued to
give generously.
We collected nonperishable dessert items for one week in boxes placed outside of each
classroom for collection.
Thank you to our Jefferson families for your generosity.

Front Left: Seth newtown, Shalena Kemison, Lauren Avery, Mariyah Soto.
Back Row Left: Haileigh St. Louis, Samantha Nason, Olivia Lanning, Alivia Morris, Briallen
Harper-Moulton, Aria Ferriero.
Click here for Daily Courier Observer Article by Bob Beckstead
Jefferson Food Drive
Evacuation Drill
On Tuesday, November 21, we conducted an evacuation drill at our school. This drill, like a fire
drill, prepares our faculty, staff, and students to respond in the event of an actual emergency that
forces us to leave our building. The drill lasted approximately 45 minutes from start to finish. We
take part in this drill every three years to assure our plan works.
The event started with a fire drill and then moved quickly to an evacuation. The students and staff
walked a short distance to an alternate evacuation site. Once all students and staff were accounted
for, we quickly returned to our building. These drills should certainly not give reason to panic. We
conduct these drills in the hopes that we will never need to actually use them.

Paying Attention To Attendance

As we ended the first trimester of our school calendar at the elementary level, we also ended our
first “Perfect Attendance” challenge. Mrs. Cooks second grade classroom completed the marking
period with 36 days in which every student in her classroom was in attendance. This amazing
feat was celebrated with an afternoon of s’mores, hot chocolate, and holiday movies. The
students in Mrs. Cook’s class were congratulated throughout the day by special guests from our
school and community. Superintendent Brady, Mayor Currier, Police Chief Love, Massena

Police Investigator O’Brien, Officer Flynn, and Officer Hatch all offered congratulations and
encouraging words.

Character Education Students of the Month
Each month Jefferson teachers are looking for students in their classrooms that demonstrate
“character.” November’s Character Education theme was Respect and Acceptance. Throughout
the month, students made an extra effort to demonstrate being respectful and finding
opportunities to be accepting.
Ways in which they demonstrated:
 Helped others
 Became involved with service to the school
 Welcomed new students.
 Treated everyone with kindness.







Allowed anyone to sit next to them at lunch.
Invited someone to play with them at recess.
Followed their teacher’s classroom rules.
Remained open to other’s opinions.
Listened carefully to what someone else had to say.

Front Row: Jinnlidah Montgomery, Abigail Niles
Back Row: Tavis Deshane, Cullin Smith, Emma Tyo, Daniel Leafe, Daniel Cruz, Heaven
Jandreau, Marcus Collins
Native American Culture Awareness Month
Theresa Bear Fox
Shekon Sewakwekon, Kenkiohkoktha ionkia'ts wakathahionni, Akwesasne nikiteron,
(hello everyone, my name is Kenkiohkoktha, this name means I am standing at the back of
a crowd of people, or at the end of a long line. I was named after my Grandmother. I live in
Akwesasne.)
Jefferson students and staff were privileged to a presentation by a very special guest this past
month to help our school celebrate Native American Culture Awareness. Bear has been writing
songs for almost 20 years. Many of her songs are written in Kanienkeha (the Mohawk
Language). Bear spread culture and love through storytelling, singing and dancing as she
actively engaged our entire school.

Jefferson Calendar Events:
Tues. 12/5
Grade 5 and 6 Chorus Concert
7:00pm
Tues. 12/5 Friends of Jefferson Meeting
6:00pm
Wed 12/6 Friends of Jefferson Holiday Family Fun Night
6-7:30pm
Thur 12/7 Superkid Ceremony Gr. 1-3
9:10am
Thur 12/7 11:30 Early Dismissal
Parent Teacher Conferences
12:30-3:30pm, 5-7:00pm
Fri.
12/8 Superkid Ceremony Gr. 4-6
9:10am
Fri
12/8 Parent Teacher Conferences
12:30-3:30pm
Dec. 22-Jan. 1 Holiday Break
Madison Elementary School
News & Notes
Madison 6th Graders Travel to the Middle East via New Technology
Sixth graders at Madison Elementary are taking exciting field trips to the Middle East to really
see the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers and in many cases see exactly how lush the river banks are,
but how barren the soil is just a few feet away. They are also enjoying seeing the Ziggurat
temples and archaeological dig sites in the area with teacher Darcie Fregoe through the use of
Google Cardboard headsets. “ Street View” with the headsets lets students feel as if they are
actually standing in another location around the world and looking at a 360° view of it. With this
technology, the learning comes to life and they gain a greater understanding of the people, the
geography, and the size/perspective of things like temples and mountains, etc. It is great to take a
field trip to learn about faraway places, without actually leaving the classroom.

November Attendance Competition Winners
The second grade students won the recent attendance competition. The second grade classes
earned a total of twenty perfect attendance badges from November 6th to November 30th.
Today Chappy the Clown delivered cotton candy to each second grade student and their teachers.
We would like to thank Salina D’Arienzo and Josie Hardy for making the delicious cotton
candy!

Native American Beadwork
Fourth grade students in Mrs. Hartman’s fourth grade class were fortunate to have classroom
guest, Katie Miller, come into their classroom to display and discuss how she creates her
beautiful Native American beadwork.

Native American Social at Madison
Traditional support workers from the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe, along with high school students
in the Mohawk Club, led students at Madison in traditional Mohawk songs and dances. One song
that had students on their feet was the Alligator dance. It was explained to them that this dance
came to Mohawk culture via a visitor from Seminole territory, which is where Florida is today.
Students also enjoyed the Duck dance. We greatly appreciate the help of Jodele Hammock, the
traditional support workers and the Mohawk Club students who made this opportunity possible.

December 7 & 8- Parent Teacher Conferences -Childcare will be provided during parent
teacher conferences. Parents may bring their children to the cafeteria during the
conference times.
Upcoming Events
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

12/5- Picture Retakes
12/4-7- Madison Book Fair
12/7&8- Pre-K not in session
12/7- Early Dismissal @ 11:30- Parent Teacher Conferences- 12:30-3:30, 5pm-7pm
12/8- Outstanding Owls Awards Assembly
12/8- Early Dismissal @11:30- Parent Teacher Conferences- 12:30-3:30
12/13- Grade 5 & 6 Chorus Concert in the Madison Gym- 7:00 pm
12/15- Holiday Concert- Grades K-2

Nightengale Elementary School
News & Notes
UCP Visits Nightengale Elementary
Jim Williams and Laurie from United Cerebral Palsy of the North Country provided Nightengale
School Kindergarten and 3rd grade students’ awareness through two of their educational
programs. Their programs, "Kids On the Block" and "Making Friends", provide public education
to children to help them learn to understand and accept people with developmental disabilities.
The presentations included props like puppets and "helping tools" such as wheelchairs, crutches,
white cane, and a guide dog. The age appropriate content captured the attention of our young
people and the message was clear, "We are all alike"! Our students at Nightengale enjoyed these

shows and learned a lot about acceptance and inclusion. We look forward to them visiting us
every year.

Nightengale Robotics
Mr. Lint and his Aerial Robotics Team had an Open House on Wednesday November 29th. The
2017-2018 Team members include: Nathan Goolden, Ella Tusa, Kyler Lippassaar, Isabel Beard,
Sal Perretta, Xavier Taddonio, Nick White, Landon Swamp, Devin Dodson, and Mary
Rodriguez.

Native American Day at Nightengale
On Thursday Bear Fox was at Nightengale school with Ian Clute and Katrina Herne. Bear spread
culture and love through storytelling, singing and dancing in Full Traditional clothing.

Ella Tusa getting her free Jreck sub for completing her i-Ready lessons for the month of
October!!! All students who are proficient with three lessons in math and three lessons in ELA
receive a free Jreck sub!
Why attendance matters!

District Upcoming Events
12/4-- Nightengale Elementary Winter Concert—7:00 pm—NG Gym
12/6-- JW Leary Choral Winter Concert—7:00 pm—HS Auditorium

12/7—Elementary Early Dismissal—11:30 am—Parent Teacher Conferences; BOE Meeting—
5:30 pm—HS Room 314; H.S. Winter Concert – Chorus—7:00 pm—HS Auditorium
12/11—Finance Committee Meeting—6:00 pm—CAB
12/12-- H.S. Concert Band/Jazz/Orchestra Winter Concert—7:00 pm—HS Auditorium
12/14—Policy Committee Meeting—6:30 pm—CAB

