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chief of staff; as chairman of the Republican National Committee, Priebus, unlike
Bannon, is firmly entrenched in the establishment that Trump claims to detest
so much.
Senator Jeff Sessions of Alabama,
Trump’s appointee for Attorney General,
was once rejected for a federal judgeship
because of racist comments he made—
now he will be the chief law enforcement
officer in our country.
Michael Flynn, Trump’s appointee for
National Security Advisor, has deemed
Islamophobia “rational” and was effectively fired from his position as Director
of the Defense Intelligence Agency for
incompetence.

The Aftermath
of Trump’s
Victory
By: Catherine
Zhang
President-elect Donald J. Trump: 45th
President of the United States of America. After enduring an unusually ugly
election cycle, Americans woke up on
November 9 to this shocking result of the
presidential election. Most national polls
had consistently shown Hillary Clinton
ahead—and by large margins. The main
question in the days leading up to November 8 was not one of if Clinton would
win, but by how much.
But that “silent majority” that the Trump
campaign team so often cited—those who
felt abandoned by their country under the
Obama administration but who were
unwilling to publicly support Trump—
came out in groundswells on Election

Now that the democratic process (or rather, the electoral college) has spoken,
though, we have to begin looking forward. President Obama said, “We are
now all rooting for his success in uniting
and leading the country.” In her concession speech, Clinton, who did win the
popular vote, urged us to face Trump
with “an open mind and a chance to lead.”

It may still be too early to tell what a
Trump administration will fully look like,
how it will act. Many have tried and will
continue to normalize his actions, to say
that the man in office will not be the
same as the candidate we saw. But that is
a dangerous thing to do; these early appointments are troubling, if not downright terrifying. They only seem to be a
reflection of the anger and bigotry of his
So in the spirit of looking forward, how is campaign (is that really what makes
a Trump administration shaping up?
America great, Mr. Trump?).
In the weeks following his stunning victory, Trump has been working with his
transition team on assembling his Cabinet, the most controversial appointment
perhaps being Steve Bannon as White
House chief strategist. Bannon is the
executive chairman of Breitbart News, a
website that helped launch the alt-right
movement (among their many incendiary
headlines: “Birth Control Makes Women
Unattractive and Crazy” and “Hoist it
High and Proud: The Confederate Flag
Proclaims a Glorious Heritage”). He has
been denounced by many for representing white nationalism, racism, and antiSemitism.
Trump also chose Reince Priebus as his

We should, of course, respect the peaceful
transition of power. Many people who
voted for Trump may have done so for
pragmatic, economic reasons, not because
of the vitriol he spewed time and time
again. But that doesn’t change the fact
that a man defined by racism, misogyny,
and xenophobia has been rewarded with
the highest office in our land.
Everyone—Republicans, Democrats, the
media—must do a better job holding him
accountable for his lies and his intolerant
comments. Almost as dangerous as a
Trump administration would be to become cynical and remain silent for the
next four years.

Trump: A Symbolic
Reflection of
America
By: Byung-Chul Han

Who could have predicted that the liberal neglect of the white blue-collar
laborers of the Rust Belt would have
given way to the increasing dissatisfaction of white working America?
Who could have predicted that the liberal establishment of America would
be overthrown in favor of the ubernationalistic opportunities laid out by a
politically untested candidate?
Who could have predicted that one
candidate, who would win over half of
the American electorate, would be a
man largely perceived as the paradox
of conservatism: marginally conservative, somewhat progressive, and most
of all, wildly impulsive?
And who could have predicted that
Donald Trump, that man of extreme
views and great contention, would
soon embrace the halls of the White
House just two days after being ruled
out of the supposedly predictive, liberally-saturated polls?
What resonated with me the most in
this election – beyond the xenophobia
and Islamophobia – was the startling
parallels between Trump and America.
I realized that Donald Trump is the
symbolic reflection of America as a
nation.
Trump’s primary appeal, past his
promise of change, is his idea of
strength through unity. America has
developed an infrastructure which
sanctions self-governance on a few
local levels. Calls to unity have always
been a focus of America and a strong
root in our independence.
However, America has become restless with the lack of attention to the
larger populated groups, such as those
blue-collar workers of the Rust Belt.
The liberal zoom from the welfare of
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the nation to the welfare of the disad- is the black sheep politician of the
vantaged is rather unsettling, especial- GOP.
ly considering there are far more urgent needs in America.
The similar origins of Clinton and
Trump make it easy to contrast this
In the previous sixteen years of rela- image, with both being legacy feeders:
tively weak commander-in-chiefs, the Clinton having been carried by her
American populace has sought a can- husbands’ prominence and Trump
didate of strength who would stand having been supported by his wealthy
confidently in the direct heat of oppo- father.
sition. Trump embodies the competitive American spirit, fostering an am- However, his path to presidency is
bitious mindset around imminent suc- symbolic of patriotic America.
cess, induced only by change.
The fight for freedom of the nation
The conversation about change is cli- was quite erratic at times, with its defichéd in American politics and society ant and radical remarks and actions
today. Just like America’s virtues con- being highly scrutinized and even distinue to change, Trump embodies missed in belittlement by the crown.
these virtues in his assertion of Trump’s radical ideas about foreign
policies and tax reforms have been
severely admonished, but he continues
to fight for what he believes is right,
just like how the colonists of New
England, the Middle Colonies, and the
Deep South fought for their freedom
and the idea of republicanism.
His perseverance is reflective of
America’s fervent attitude as a nation.
Whether you like it or not, he will do
everything in his power to “Make
America Great Again.”
Should we be scared of the uncertainty
of what his presidency entails? In my
opinion, just as scared as the crown
should’ve been of the powder keg in
change, more specifically in the over- the 13 colonies of America. Change is
haul of the liberal establishment.
coming, the establishment is crashing
down, and Trump is the man to do so
However, just like how the American in the most American fashion yet.
populace politically identifies as 29%
Democratic and 23% Republican, But as Trump continues to call for an
Trump flaunts a political ambiguity, overhaul of the establishment in his
seeking to fight the establishment set challenges for national change and
by the GOP.
reflection, we too must continue to call
for personal change and reflection. In
With such unconventional methods of
politics, there’s no wonder the initial these times of vulnerability and uncerRNC support was meager. Bush’s de- tainty, whether Trump drives us into
nouncement of Trump was symbolic chaos or brings us back into stability,
of the Republican establishment’s de- let us follow his lead in achieving uninouncement of him, in my eyes sym- ty so that we the people can make
bolizing the British denouncement of America great again.
America. Just as America was the
black sheep colony of Britain, Trump
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The 2016 Election and
its Repercussions on
Women

that he would not win the election and that we
would have the first female president in the
history of our country. The fact that we had a
major party candidate who was a woman is a
significant accomplishment in itself, but the
glass ceiling held strong in this election with a
shocking win from Donald Trump.

pose; I have many friends who use birth control
as a way to deal with other medical conditions
like acne or cramps. So changes could effect
more health issues than what meets the eye.

The presidential election has left a little more
than half the people in the country feeling disappointed, angry, and scared. This isn’t just
because of the president elect's alleged behavior
and comments or his policies, but because of
the widespread appearance of blatant racism,
sexism, homophobia and islamophobia of people who now believe that their actions will go
unchecked.

However, amidst all the fear and confusion this
election has wrought, there are many who remain hopeful for the future of women's rights
Vice News has reported on the number of and their place in society.
women scrambling to get long-acting birth
control methods, such as IUDs, which can last English teacher Ms. Katherine Henderson is
sometimes up to twelve years, before Trump hopeful for a future of equality. She said, “I
fulfils his promise to overturn Roe v. Wade and hope we can shatter the glass ceiling in every
give states the power to decide on abortion way and can compete with the boys, while rerights. This would be terrifying to women in taining our own identity.”
states like Texas or Missouri, whose state legislatures are mostly against reproduction rights.
I would like to make a note that by no means do

As a woman, I felt uncomfortable about
Trump’s attitude and comments about women,
and furious at the general disregard from much
of America of the allegations made about him.
However, all that was expunged by the notion

I’m very nervous about the prospect of Trump people or bigots. I understand that much of his
overturning many rights women have fought support comes from people who feel cheated by
hard to obtain. Clinics are important to provid- the government.
ing women the health care they need. Also,
many hormonal contraceptives have other pur-

By: Abi Goodman

Give Him a Chance
By: Skyler Rossi

The announcement that Donald J.
Trump will be our next president of the
United States shocked many, including
plenty of Hopewell Valley students and
teachers. Nearly every poll had pointed
to Hillary Clinton, which is one of the
prevailing factors that made the outcome
so unexpected.
November 9th was filled with tears and
fear for a lot of us-- myself included-but after we’ve had a little time to step
back from the shock of it all, we need to
look at the Trump Presidency with realistic eyes.
As we all know, Donald Trump’s campaign was filled with insult after insult-both by him and of him. It started with
the wall and ended with more than one
rape accusation. His choice of words
offended pretty much every minority
group. His cruel phrases sparked a fierce
election where personal issues were debated more heatedly than the issues of
the country and attack-mode was the go
to method for both of the candidates.
“What candidates are put through publicly, discourages many qualified leaders
from running,” noted US History II
teacher Mr. David Bello.
It can’t be ignored that social media has
had a giant impact on this slander. Websites like Twitter and Facebook have lead
to the widespread sharing of videos, articles, and opinions like we’ve seen in no
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I believe that all Trump supporters are horrible

other election before. They made it ex- tial people, some with their faces on a
tremely easy for anyone to shame Trump mountain and paper bills.
or Clinton.
Although everyone is saying that Trump
This online platform has allowed ideas will be the worst president, it’s not a givabout the candidates, both good and en. What is said in a campaign doesn’t
bad, to reach every inch of the United always align with how the winner will act
States. It also makes it easier to pick and as the president.
choose which articles and videos you
click on and ignore the other side of the “Don't believe everything you hear, see
argument.
or read. There are many different perspectives and the truth is never as simple
AP US History II teacher Mr. Jeffrey as a campaign slogan or promise,” said
Parkinson agrees with this saying, US History I and II teacher Mr. Jeffrey
“People are carving out their own spaces Neumann.
online that are walled off, only populated
with views and people who confirm their Also, there really isn’t a ton that Trump
biases.”
can do. It’s not like he’s Henry VIII and
can proclaim any edict and run the counSo does US History I and II teacher Ms. try anyway he wants at the snap of a finLeslie Silverman, who said, “As a people ger. There are checks and balances for a
we've broken up into ideological and reason. His ideas will be scrutinized by
intellectual tribes, consuming news from Congress and the court before they bethe kitchen of our own beliefs.”
come part of the country. Our Constitution and political system have not failed
Compared to the elections of 2008 and us yet, and they’re not about to give up
2012, where both candidates were re- now.
spectful for the most part, this attackmode election may seem out of the ordi- Let’s give Trump a chance to be a good
nary or a complete rarity. However, this president and rise beyond his campaignhas happened before.
self before we criticize him of being the
president to ruin America. If he fails,
US History I Honors and AP US History then we can speak up. But until then,
I teacher Ms. Janaleigh Olzsyk com- let’s trust him to be a professional presimented, “the election of 2016, in my dent that has our country’s best intenopinion, pales in comparison to the elec- tions in mind.
tions of Jefferson v Adams, Jackson v
Adams, Cleveland v Blaine, and Roosevelt v Taft v Wilson.” Notice that some of
these people, such as Jefferson, Adams,
Jackson, and Roosevelt, have gone down
in history as some of the most presidenPage 3

A Trumped Up
Economy
By: Paul Frank
If there is one subject that a man who
claims to be worth $10 billion ought to be
good at, it’s economics. However Trump
has only made proposals that would
strain the economy, rack up huge deficits,
accelerate climate change, and leave the
country isolated from the world. The major problem with Trump’s economic policies is that they would leave a multi trillion-dollar deficit with no benefit.
Over the course of his campaign, Trump
offered a “grab-bag” of policies that borrow from discredited supply-side economics, a theory that suggests, by lowering taxation of corporations, government
can stimulate investment in industry,
raise production, bring down prices, and
control inflation. The theory also supports education and training programs
for workers in order to make them more
productive and motivate individuals to
work.
This theory was partially disproved under
the Clinton administration when, after
taxes were raised in 1993, investment
growth increased by 3.8 percent and the
rate of employment increased by 3.5
percent. However, when President Clinton practically eliminated the nation’s
welfare in 1996, opportunities for em-

ployment of the poor increased dramati- million, which Trump surpasses by a
cally as more than 4.5 million people who large margin.
were living under the poverty rate were
reported as signing up for a job.
On the other hand, significant tax cuts
exact very real costs. Trump’s tax plan
Supporters of supply-side economics ar- would cause a decrease of federal revegue that cutting tax rates encourages peo- nue by $9.5 trillion over 10 years, accordple to work and businesses to invest. ing to the Tax Policy Center, meaning
However, the gains would be much more Trump would have to cut government
modest than those supporters claim be- spending or increase borrowing quite
cause businesses won’t invest unless de- substantially. This is very similar to the
mand for their product grows. Meanwhile, tax cuts during 2001 and 2003 under the
many people are not motivated by lower George W. Bush presidency which left the
tax rates to work more.
country with a national debt of $16 trillion.
Trump has said that he would, “cut taxes
to an extent not seen since Reagan was in On the issue of trade, Trump reissued his
the White House.” He stated that he promise to kill the Trans-Pacific Partnerwould slash the corporate tax rate to 15 ship, an agreement between 11 countries
percent, contending that the current 35 that was negotiated primarily by Presipercent is one of the highest among de- dent Obama. Trump claims he can return
veloped countries.
millions of manufacturing jobs to the
United States by slapping retaliatory tarConveniently, Trump did not discuss that iffs against China for manipulating its
the average effective corporate tax rate currency, but actions like these would not
was 18.1 percent in 2015. If the corporate bring back jobs that have been replaced
tax rate were to be decreased below the by technology. If Trump were to keep his
international average, “there would either pledge of placing a 45 percent tariff on
have to be severe government spending all Chinese goods, it would dismantle the
cuts or increased borrowing from foreign 28 percent of American businesses that
nations such as China,” according to the trade with China.
Treasury Department.
Trump considers himself to be a notable
He claims that he would assist workers businessman, solely capable of improving
by getting rid of the estate tax, even the national economy. However, the ecothough repealing it would have practical- nomic policies he has offered are just
ly no effect on the working class. Under opening the gates for a trade war with
current law, the estate tax does not affect China, a downward spiral in economic
98.8 percent of all families because it growth, and more than generous tax
only applies to estates that exceed $5.4 breaks for the rich.
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Welcome to the Bulldog Hindquarter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

Reince Priebus Baby
Proofs White House
for Arrival of Trump
By: Bobbie Armstrong
Recently, reports surfaced confirming that newly named Chief of Staff,
Reince Priebus has begun the process of baby proofing the White
House ahead of President-elect
Trump’s arrival.
“We bought out every Babies“R”US
in the DC metropolitan area,” Priebus told reporters last Tuesday. “We
had to fill the entire Rose Garden
with outlet covers and baby gates for
all the staircases. This is by far the
most complicated part of the transition.”

Student Poll: Obama’s
Legacy
By: Ruth Wyckoff
In honor of Barack Obama’s eight

years in the White House, we asked
students for their thoughts on what his
legacy will be. The results are surprising.
An astounding 89% of the students
responded “the memes.” When asked
to elaborate, one sophomore said “I’m
sure he did some cool things for the
country, but that is not what I will remember after it is reversed in the next
four years. The memes will live on.”

blue, but Bannon insisted everything had to be white,” the source
said. “Things really got heated when
Pence suggested they get an eco
friendly crib. Giuliani lost it. He
yelled something about not being
“Anything that he could reach with Bernie Sanders before storming
his baby sized hands needs to be out.”
secured,” Priebus explained while
placing the last zip tie on a desk Priebus remains optimistic however,
drawer. “We just want to make sure confirming that the process is going
we will be able to keep an eye on the “as smoothly as can be,” and all baPresident at all times. We don’t
want him getting into any trouble.” by proofing will be complete before
the inauguration. “We even added
Further reports seem to suggest that some toys to his crib. He can play
Priebus and the rest of the staff were with the nuclear codes before he
having problems with the White goes to sleep every night.”
House baby proofing process. A
source close to the White House
claimed that the team couldn’t agree
on what color to paint the nursery.
“Priebus wanted to go with a sky
Priebus began the process in the
Oval Office, installing a baby gate
and playpen, as well wrapping all
valuables in bubble wrap.

The memes in question feature pictures of President Obama with Vice
President Joe Biden. They are captioned with imagined dialogue between
the two men, mostly involving the President restraining Biden from acting
unprofessionally towards the next first
family. Some of the most popular include Biden insisting that the White
House be booby trapped or that the
toiletries be replaced with travel sized
bottles “for his small hands.”

and Biden pointing at a group of supporters. Obama says “wave at the people Joe,” to which Biden responds
“IMMA POINT AT ‘EM.”

We asked one of our school’s history
teachers, Mr. Fredrick, whether this
internet phenomenon will make the
textbooks. “It is unprecedented,” he
responded, “for a political figure to
have such a strange and ironic fanbase.
It is very possible your children could
one day use these ‘memes’ as primary
The memes began much earlier in the sources one day.”
Obama administration when the internet exploded around pictures of That being said, there are a lot of
Obama and Biden. One particularly strange things happening in politics
famous picture showed Obama waving these days.

Mexico Begins Construction of
Wall

Americans will be able to get in. I guarantee
it.”

“You know, we don’t know who these Americans are. They could be drug dealers and crimIn response to the recent U.S. election, Mexico inals, maybe even Trump supporters,” Nieto
has begun production on a wall running the added. “Really bad hombres.”
entire length of the Mexican-American border.
Aides to Mexican President Nieto have confirmed plans to make America pay for the wall.
“We’re gonna build a giant wall,” said Mexican
President Enrique Peña Nieto. “It’s gonna be so
“They’re going to pay for the whole thing,”
big, it’ll run all 2,000 miles of the border. No
said one aid. “It’s all gonna be huge.”

By: Bobbie Armstrong

Biden says he has tried to get the President to help
him look for the cookie. “He said he was busy running
the country or something… Kind of a lame excuse if
you ask me. I mean the beauty of trying to find the
By: Bobbie Armstrong
cookie is that it really could be anywhere. I know I left
it somewhere in the West Wing, but beyond that I
Vice President Joe Biden reportedly has been search- have no idea.”
ing for a cookie he hid in the West Wing eight years
ago. “I know I put it somewhere in this house,” said The VP says he imagines it’s somewhat stale, but
Biden, fumbling around in a dark supply closet. “No would still make “a great snack.” As best as he can rewait, that’s a mop,” he added.
call, it was either a chocolate chip cookie or a thin
mint. “Thin mints are my favorite. I really hope it’s a
“I mean, I’ve hid lots of things in the White House. thin mint,” he added. At press time, Biden was seen
Don’t tell Barack and Michelle, but I have no idea checking each chair in the Situation Room for remains
what the next staff will find,” the Vice President told of his long lost snack.
the Hindquarter. “Hey, look! These are the Legos I was
looking for!”

Joe Biden Still Looking for Cookie Hid
in West Wing Eight Years Ago

The Bulldog Hindquarter
Contributing Writers:

Layout:

Bobbie Armstrong

Skyler Rossi

Ruth Wyckoff

Like what you see? If you
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month’s supplement, come
to 217 during Bulldog
Reporter meetings!

